
The Desert  Messenger 
òBehold, I send My messenger before Your Face, who shall prepare Your way...ó (Matthew 11:10)  

 

Beloved in Christ: 
 

Please pardon the mess!  As I write my monthly message I 
am at a loss for words, as I had fully expected the 
scaffolding to be dismantled, the new iconography to be 
adorning our exedra walls and the full-house capacity 

seating ð as always ð to be available in the nave for Great and Holy 
Week.  Yet, due to circumstances beyond my control (or understanding), 
I am in the position of humbly requesting your pardon, your patience, 
your cooperation with this inconvenience and, most especially, your 
continued prayers.   
 

Similarly, as we conclude our forty-day Lenten fast and prepare for our 
journey to our Lord Jesus Christõs Passion and Resurrection, we most 
likely are beseeching Him to pardon our own personal messes!  Indeed, 
Christ came into the world when we were not at our personal best, but 
quite the contrary:  As Holy Week will again reveal to us, the glorious 
praises of òHosanna!ó offered to the Messiah on Palm Sunday will quickly evolve into the false accusations 
and convictions to òCrucify Him!ó  In like manner, we will enter the most sacred week of the year spiritually 
ill -prepared, for our lack of genuine repentance and our refusal to love and forgive those who have offended 
us ð even though it is for all of us that Christ cries out His last words from the Cross, òFather, forgive them; 
for they know not what they do.ó (Luke 23:34)    
 

The saving message of Holy Week is this:  Our Lord loves us not because we deserve His love, but because 
HE IS LOVE.  òIn this is love, not that we loved God but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the 
expiation for our sins.ó (1 John 4:10)  Thank you, Lord and Master, for by Your voluntary Crucifixion, 
Death and Resurrection, You have pardoned ð and continue to pardon ð our sins!  òWe worship Your 
Passion, O Christ.  Show us now Your glorious Resurrection.ó (Fifteenth Antiphon of Holy Thursday 
Evening) 
 

Lord, pardon our mess!  If we come to the Holy Week services with the right disposition, the inconveniences 
of our surroundings and the imperfections of our brothers and sisters will not annoy us ð but rather, our 
focus will be on Christ, His powerful and ever-relevant words, His voluntary suffering and Crucifixion and, 
most importantly, HIS LOVE.  His saving actions will be seen and understood as both personal and 
universal:  Just as He dies for all, He also resurrects for all!  òKing and Lord, though You slept as a mortal, 
You rose in three days, raising up Adam from corruption and annulling death.  O Pascha of 
immortality, salvation of the world!ó (Exaposteilarion of the Resurrection) 
 

ȾŬɚɐ ɜɎůŰŬůɖ!  Blessed Resurrection! 
 

With love in Christ, 
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WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
Sundays:  8:45 am  Orthros ~ 10:00 am  Divine Liturgy 

Church School follows Holy Communion 

Abstain from Meat and Dairy until Holy Pascha  
 

Saturday, April 1/Lenten Retreat with Bishop Ilia 
9:00 am  Divine Liturgy 
 

Sunday, April 2/5th Sunday of Lent/ 
St. Mary of Egypt/Titus the Wonderworker  
Orthros:  Tone Eight (Fourth Plagal) 
Resurrection Gospel (Orthros):  John 20:11-18 
Epistle:  Hebrews 9:11-14  
Gospel:  Mark 10:32-45 
 

5:00 pm  Lenten Vespers at St. Michael 
 

Monday, April 3 
6:30 pm  Great Compline  
 

Wednesday, April 5  
6:30 pm  Presanctified Liturgy  
 

Saturday, April 8/Saturday of Lazaros 
8:00 am Orthros ~ 9:00 am  Divine Liturgy 
Epistle:  Hebrews 12:28-29; 13:1-8 
Gospel:  John 11:1-45 
Palm Tying and Lenten Breakfast 
 

5:00 pm  Great Vespers of Palm Sunday 
with His Eminence Metropolitan Gerasimos 
 

Sunday, April 9/Palm Sunday 
His Eminence Metropolitan Gerasimos, Celebrant 
Festal Gospel:  Matthew 11:1-11, 15-17   
Epistle:  Philippians 4:4-9 
Gospel:  John 12:1-18 
Blessing and Distribution of Palms 
Palm Sunday Luncheon in Panos Hall 
 

GREAT AND HOLY WEEK 
 

Palm Sunday Evening, April 9 
7:00 pm  1st Bridegroom Service 
with His Eminence Metropolitan Gerasimos  
 

Holy Monday, April 10 
7:00 pm  2nd Bridegroom Service 
 

Holy Tuesday, April 11   
7:00 pm  3rd Bridegroom Service/Hymn of Kassiani  
 

 

Holy Wednesday, April 12 
9:00 am  Presanctified Liturgy  
7:00 pm  Sacrament of Holy Unction/ 
Anointing with Holy Oil  
 

Holy Thursday, April 13 
9:00 am  Vesperal Liturgy of St. Basil  
7:00 pm  Holy Passion of our Lord/12 Gospel Readings 
 

Holy Friday, April 14 
10:00 am  Royal Hours  
3:00 pm  Descent from the Cross/ 
Childrenõs Procession 
7:00 pm  Lamentations/Procession of the Epitaphion 
 

Holy Saturday, April 15 
9:00 am  Vesperal Liturgy of St. Basil 
11:00 pm  Vigil of the Resurrection  
 

Sunday, April 16/GREAT AND HOLY PASCHA 
12:00 am  Resurrectional Orthros & Divine Liturgy  
Resurrection Gospel:  Mark 16:1-8  
Epistle:  Acts 1:1-8 
Gospel:   John 1:1-17 
Blessing and Distribution of Red Eggs 
 

12:00 pm  Agape Vespers and Picnic 
Gospel (in various languages):  John 20:19-25 
 

Friday, April 21/Theotokos, the Life-Giving Spring 
8:00 am  Orthros ~ 9:00 am  Divine Liturgy  
Epistle:  Acts 3:1-8 
Gospel:  John 2:12-22 
 

Sunday, April 23/Thomas Sunday/ 
St. George the Great Martyr 
Resurrection Gospel (Orthros):   Matthew 28:16-20 
Epistle:  1 John 1:1-7  
Gospel:  John 20:19-31 
 

Sunday, April 30/Sunday of the Myrrh-Bearers,  
St. Joseph of Arimathea and St. Nicodemos/ 
Apostle James, Brother of St. John the Theologian 
Orthros:  Tone Two 
Resurrection Gospel (Orthros):  Luke 24:1-12 
Epistle:  Acts 6:1-7 
Gospel:  Mark 15:43-47; 16:1-8 

CHRIST IS RISEN!    ɉɅȽɆɇɃɆ ȷɁȺɆɇȼ! 
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SUNDAY SCHEDULE 
 

APRIL 2  
Ushers:  Skip Ruffner, Mike Beeler, Mark Karris, Kouli Pouridis, John Koutsulis and Bessie Stavropoulos 
Memorials:  Mike Mavros (40 days); Kathy Fay Weisman (40 days); and Troy Michael Edens (1 year);  

George Bassounas (1 year); Rebecca Bourdos, Constandinos Pouridis.    
Fellowship:  Ladies Philoptochos Society ~ Kids ônõ Cancer 

 

APRIL 9 ~ PALM SUNDAY  
Ushers:  Entire Parish Council 

PALM SUNDAY FISH LUNCHEON 
 

APRIL 16  ~ GREAT AND HOLY PASCHA 
Ushers:  Entire Parish Council 

AGAPE PICNIC 
 

APRIL 23 
Ushers:  John Koutsulis, Pete Tsolis, Mark Karris, Skip Ruffner, George Bochanis and Justina Szukiewicz  

Fellowship:  Dina Delalis  
 

APRIL 30 
Ushers:  Demetrious Asim, Stacy Mavrantonis, Gus Flangas, Bessie Stavropoulos, Mike Beeler and  

Kouli Pouridis 
Fellowship:  Pan-Arcadians 

 

Father Johnõs 30th Anniversary of Ordination to the Priesthood 

On the occasion of Father Johnõs 30th Anniversary of his 
Ordination to the Priesthood on the Sunday of the Cross, 
the Parish Council and Philoptochos presented him an 
embroidered Epigonation with the icon of St. John the 
Baptist.  A community luncheon, hosted by Philoptochos, 
followed Liturgy and benefitted Holy Cross Seminary. 

Photos by Bill Bruninga 
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 Kalo Pascha!  We want to first thank all the many volunteers who are stepping up with 
their time and talents to help with Holy Week and all the related activities such as the Palm 
Sunday Luncheon and the Agape Picnic.  Your efforts, as always, provide a beautiful and 
meaningful experience for all during this most important season in our Church, and we greatly 
appreciate it.  We are looking forward to a tremendous Holy Week and joining together to 

worship in our Faith.  We are also pleased and honored that His Eminence Metropolitan Gerasimos will be 
here over the Palm Sunday weekend to worship and celebrate with us.  Please keep in mind that the Palm 
Sunday Luncheon will be held on April 9  following Church services and the Agape Picnic will be held on 
Pascha, April 16 starting at noon.  These are great events for fellowship so please come and join us.  You can 
purchase tickets for both of these events through the Church Office or in Panos Hall during Fellowship on 
Sundays.  On a less than pleasant note, when attending services and events during Holy Week, please do not 
store valuables in your cars and please keep them locked.  In the past, we have had a few instances of cars 
being broken into.  We have hired a security company to patrol the parking lot at all times during Holy 
Week, but please still take the necessary precautions. 
 We recently recognized and congratulated Father John on the 30th anniversary of his Ordination to 
the Priesthood with a surprise gift in Church and a surprise luncheon in Panos Hall following services.  We 
are proud that 15 of those years have been in service to our Church here in Las Vegas and we want to thank 
Father John and Presvytera Maria for all they have done for our Community over the years.  They have been 
tireless in their work and we are truly blessed to have them.  We look forward to many more years with them 
leading our Parish.  We also want to thank the Ladies Philoptochos, Members of the Parish Council and 
everyone else who worked so hard to put on the luncheon and honor Father John on this blessed milestone in 
his service to the Church.  Also we need to give a shout out to the cooks:  The luncheon was tremendous! 
            On another note, Father Matthew and his family will be leaving us in June to become the Priest of 
another parish, St. John the Baptist Greek Orthodox Church in Beaverton, Oregon.  It is bittersweet for 
everyone in that we are extremely sorry to see him go; but at the same time we are tremendously proud that 
he will be receiving a parish of his own consisting of around 150 families.  The new Parish is very fortunate, for 
they are receiving a great and energetic priest.  We want to thank Father Matthew and Presvytera Annie for 
all of their work for and contributions to our community, especially with our youth, and wish them well in 
their future endeavors.  We will truly miss them.  A farewell luncheon and send off has been set for Holy 
Pentecost Sunday, June 4, in Panos Hall following services. 
            As Father Matthew departs, we will welcome his replacement in June, Seraphim Ramos, a soon-to-be 
graduate of Holy Cross Greek Orthodox Seminary.  He is married and has a baby daughter.  He has been 
described as energetic, and pious yet down to earth.  We are looking forward to welcoming him and his 
family to our community.  We are still awaiting the official word on Seraphimõs ordination from His 
Eminence Metropolitan Gerasimos.  I will keep you posted. 
            Pertaining to the Iconography, the latest is that it may take up to three more months before we can get 
the Iconographers back into the country to finish their work.  As part of the process, an on-site inspection has 
to be conducted by someone from the Immigration Office out of Southern California to verify that we are a 
Church.  We are being told that this alone might take up to two months or more.  Thus, we are essentially on 
hold until this inspection is completed.  We are working diligently on the matter with the help of one our 
parishioners who specializes in immigration issues.  As stated last month, we are truly grateful for his efforts 
in helping us. 
            In the same vein, we still have the scaffolding up for the Iconography and unfortunately, it is too cost 
prohibitive to take it down and set it up again, so the decision was made to leave it in place.  It would cost 
over $10,000 to remove it and set it up again, yet around $1,000 to $1,500 to leave it until the Iconography is 
complete.  Unfortunately, having the scaffolding up will make it somewhat difficult for Holy Week in that we 
lose around 150-200 seats inside the Church.  The current plan is set up an overflow tent with chairs outside 
with live video and audio feed of the services for Holy Friday and Holy Saturday night and to put chairs for 
seating up in the choir loft.   

 (Continued on Page 5) 

Parish 
Council 
Report 
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Parish Council Report (Continued from Page 4) 
 

            To keep you informed, other projects we are presently working on 
include finishing the roof repairs, working on the landscaping to finish the 
massive landscaping project undertaken last summer, and finishing the work 
on the floors in Panos Hall.  Most of the roof repairs have been completed.  
However, we still have a slight leak in the womenõs bathroom ceiling in the 
Narthex.  This was not part of the original bid and is presently in process of 
being fixed as well.  On the landscaping, we have completed replacing the 
remaining deficient watering pipes, have almost completed weeding and 
putting decorative rock in the planters around the entire property, and are in 
the process of filling in and leveling off the holes in the grass in the large field 
and re-seeding it.  Of particular note about the water pipes, by fixing them, 
we have already saved thousands of dollars on our water bill.  As to the floors 
in Panos Hall, we finished the project; however, some of the urethane that 
was applied near the periphery of hall, clouded up while drying.  We will 
need to sand out those small areas and reapply the urethane.  The rest of the 
floor looks good.   
            As we proceed through this Lenten period, and celebrate Pascha, it is 
important to remember Stewardship.  We ask that you look into your heart, 
pray, and give back accordingly to help our Church in this coming year.  We 
absolutely have to get Stewardship fully on track where it covers most if not 
all of our operating expenses.  So please help with the effort and contribute.   
            Other important milestones include this yearõs Greek Food Festival 
which will be held the weekend of September 15 through 17.  We are fully 
immersed in the planning process and will be starting the Festival meetings 
for further planning soon.  Please keep a look out for the dates and please 
step up and help.  Our goal is get better every year and to provide a high-
energy, well-attended event.  Also we are planning a New Yearõs Eve Party to 
be held this year in Panos Hall with live music (Greek and American), great 
food, lots of dancing and fun, and no speeches.  This event will also serve as 
part of the initial plan to help retire the Mortgage.  It is our intent to make 
this the best event to hang out for New Yearõs Eve, so mark your calendars.  
            In closing and as usual, we want to again thank the various Church 
ministries and organizations, and the many individuals for all the work they 
do and have done to help us secure the future of the Church for ourselves and 
most importantly, our children. It clearly takes a lot of work from the entire 
community to maintain our Church.  Please step forward whenever you can 
and pitch in. We know a lot things are always happening; but, they are 
extremely important. Please get involved as we move forward to make our 
Church better.  May God bless. 
 Gus Flangas, Parish Council President 

 
ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST 

GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH 
 

5300 S. El Camino Rd. 

Las Vegas, NV 89118 
 

Rev. Father John Hondros 

frjohn@vegasgreekorthodox.com 
 

Rev. Father Matthew Swehla 

frmatthew@vegasgreekorthodox.com 
 

Karen Rawlinson 

Administrative Assistant 
 

Rebekah Black 

 Bookkeeper 
 

Mara Braun  

Catering & Events 
 

Constantin Petriuc & Ramona Tasios 

Maintenance & Grounds 
 

Office Hours 
Monday - Friday  9:00 am - 5:00 pm 

 
Telephone: (702) 221-8245 

Fax: (702) 221-9167 

www.vegasgreekorthodox.com 
 

Parish Council:  Gus Flangas 
 

Philoptochos:  Bernadette Anthony  
 

Stewardship & Community Outreach: 

Justina Szukiewicz 
 

Choir:  Athena Mertes 
 

Chanters & Youth Choir: 

Presvytera Maria Hondros 
 

Church School:  Eileen Koutsulis 
 

Altar Servers:  Alex & Eric Szukiewicz  
 

GOYA: 

Kouli Pouridis & June Likourinou  
 

Orthodox Family Fellowship: 

Jelena Boskovic & Amy Khuri 
 

Moms & Tots:   

Presv. Annie  Swehla & Cassie Bieker 
 

Young Adults: 

Nicholas Asim & Anthony Kunard  
 

Greek Folk Dance:  Sia Dalacas  
  

Greek School:  Paula Kelesis 
 

Mr. & Mrs.:   

Fr. John, Fr. Matthew  & Presvyteres 
 

Kali Parea:  Demetrious Asim   
 

Adult Basketball:  George Chomakos 
 

Forerunners:  Marie & Gary Setian 
 

Orthodox Bookstore:   

Constantine Frangakis 
 

Greek Food Festival:  Gus Flangas 
 

Hellenic Historical Society: 

Cheryl Pandelis and Susan Stamis 
 

Bill Andrews Library:  Susan Stamis 
 

 Photography:  Bill Bruninga 

 The Orthodox Clergy of Clark 
County continued its annual tradition 
of hosting Sunday evening Vespers 
during Lent at each of the parishes.  St. 
John the Baptist hosted the service on 
Sunday of Orthodoxy, followed by a 
Lenten meal hosted by Philoptochos. 
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