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Beloved in Christ:

As our Lord Jesus Christ stood trial before the Roman Prefect
of Judea, Pontius Pilate, He was questioned about His
Kingship: After asserting that His Kingship is not of this
world, Pilate probed further regarding Christ’s authority. Jesus answered
that He came into the world “to bear witness to the truth. Every one who
is of the truth hears My voice.” Perplexed by our Lord’s words, Pilate then
questioned, “What is truth?” (John 18:37-38)
We are journeying through the Lenten Season, which will lead us to Holy
Week and Pascha – that is, to the saving events of our Lord’s Passion,
Crucifixion, Death and Resurrection. Our Holy Orthodox Church engages
us in forty days of preparation so that – through increased prayer, fasting,
worship, confession and almsgiving – we may no longer be slaves of our
fallen world and flesh, but rather attentive servants of the King of Kings,
Who willingly suffered, died and rose for our sake. The reason why so many of us struggle with the Lenten
Fast – and indeed, with living as genuine Christians – is because we are more accustomed to listening to
what our secular “masters” (instructors, friends, politicians, ideologies, musicians, artists, athletes – the list
goes on) and our own fleshly impulses are directing us to do. St. Paisios the Athonite wisely teaches: “Do
not trust the mindset of secular people. Decide what you want most: the sympathy of the world or a return
near to God.”
If we so choose, Lent can become for us the School of Repentance, facilitating our change of minds and
habits – helping us remove the headsets that we are regularly seduced to wear (whether it be in the form of
our Smartphone, computer, television . . . or gossip or hateful chatter . . . or even logismoi, those assaulting
thoughts from the devil). As we intently follow the practice of abstinence along with the worship, prayers,
readings and hymns of this holy season, our minds, hearts and bodies eventually become tuned in to the
Voice of Christ our God – He Who is “the Way, and the Truth, and the Life.” (John 14:6) We are
renewed in our union with Christ through the life of the Church: Our only response must be to live as fully
as possible as Christ’s servants, to freely do what is pleasing to Him, and to bear witness to the truth of
Christ to His children of all ages who have yet to hear His Voice.
It is fitting that the Great Feast of the Annunciation of the Theotokos (March 25) falls during the Lenten
Season: For on this holy day we remember that the Virgin Mary, a young girl who was nurtured in God’s
Word, becomes through her willing obedience and by the grace of the Holy Spirit the vessel of the Logos,
the Incarnate God. The Theotokos’ humble “yes” to God’s will paves the way for our salvation: Like Mary
we are invited to truly be His disciples – for in doing so we will know the Truth, and the Truth will make

us free. (John 8:32)
With love in Christ,
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WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Sundays: 8:45 am Orthros ~ 10:00 am Divine Liturgy
Church School follows Holy Communion
Friday, March 2
7:00 pm Salutations to the Theotokos

Sunday, March 18/4th Sunday of Lent/

St. John Climacos/St. Cyril Patriarch of Jerusalem
Orthros: Tone Eight (Fourth Plagal)
Resurrection Gospel (Orthros): John 20:11-18
Epistle: Hebrews 6:13-20
Gospel: Mark 9:17-31

Sunday, March 4/2nd Sunday of Lent/

St. Gregory Palamas/St. Gerasimos of the Jordan
Orthros: Tone Six (Second Plagal)
Resurrection Gospel (Orthros): Luke 24:36-53
Epistle: Hebrews 1:10-14; 2:1-3
Gospel: Mark 2:1-12

5:00 pm Lenten Pan-Orthodox Vespers at
St. Michael Antiochian Orthodox Church

5:00 pm Lenten Pan-Orthodox Vespers at St. John
the Baptist Greek Orthodox Church

Monday, March 19

Monday, March 5

Wednesday, March 21

6:30 pm Great Compline

6:30 pm Presanctified Liturgy

Wednesday, March 7

Friday, March 23

6:30 pm Presanctified Liturgy

7:00 pm Akathist Hymn

Friday, March 9

Sunday, March 25/Annunciation of the Most Holy

7:00 pm Salutations to the Theotokos

Theotokos/5th Sunday of Lent/St. Mary of Egypt

6:30 pm Great Compline

Orthros: Tone Eight (Fourth Plagal)
Gospel of the Feast (Orthros): Luke 1:39-49, 56
Epistle: Hebrews 9:11-14
Gospel: Mark 10:32-45

Saturday, March 10/Lenten Retreat at St. Paul

Orthodox Church (OCA)
9:00 am Divine Liturgy
Sunday, March 11/3rd Sunday of Lent/

5:00 pm Lenten Pan-Orthodox Vespers at
St. Simeon Serbian Orthodox Church

Veneration of the Holy Cross/St. Sophronios,
Patriarch of Jerusalem
Procession of Holy Cross at Doxology

Monday, March 26

Orthros: Tone Seven (Grave)
Resurrection Gospel (Orthros): John 20:1-10
Epistle: Hebrews 4:14-18; 5:1-6
Gospel: Mark 8:34-38; 9:1

6:30 pm Great Compline
Wednesday, March 28

6:30 pm Presanctified Liturgy
Saturday, March 31/Saturday of Lazaros

5:00 pm Lenten Pan-Orthodox Vespers at Ss.
George and Dimitri Romanian Orthodox Church

8:00 am Orthros
9:00 am Divine Liturgy

Epistle: Hebrews 12:28-29; 13:1-8
Gospel: John 11:1-45

Monday, March 12

6:30 pm Great Compline

Palm Tying and Lenten Breakfast

Wednesday, March 14

6:30 pm Presanctified Liturgy

5:00 pm Great Vespers of Palm Sunday
with His Eminence Metropolitan Gerasimos

Friday, March 16

7:00 pm Salutations to the Theotokos

HOLY CONFESSION DURING LENT
Father John is available for Confession by appointment only during the weekdays
of Lent. Do not delay, as Confessions will not be heard Holy Week.
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SUNDAY SCHEDULE
MARCH 4

Ushers: Stacy Mavrantonis, Justina Szukiewicz, John Matsis, George Bochanis, Gus Flangas,
and Demetrious Asim
Fellowship: Forerunners, the Seniors of St. John the Baptist

MARCH 11: VENERATION OF THE HOLY CROSS (MID-LENT)
Ushers: John Nicholas, Mike Beeler, Mark Karris, Adam Bieker, John Koutsulis and Bessie Stavropoulos
Memorials: Mike Mavros (1 year); Christos Demolas (3 years); and Venea Poulos
Fellowship: Philoptochos

MARCH 18: PARISH ASSEMBLY

Ushers: John Matsis, Adam Bieker, Stacy Mavrantonis, Gus Flangas, Justina Szukiewicz,
and George Bochanis
Memorials: Father Constantine Raptis (1 year); Albert Flangas (3 years); Kathryn Katris (3 years);
Rebecca Berdos, Constantinos Pouridis, Helen Phinos, Paul and Olga Kalatzian
Fellowship: Pan-Arcadians

MARCH 25: ANNUNCIATION OF THE THEOTOKOS
Ushers: Demetrious Asim, Mark Karris, Bessie Stavropoulos, John Koutsulis, John Nicholas and Mike Beeler
Fellowship: AHEPA - Greek Independence Celebration

Prayer of St. Ephraim
the Syrian

Notice of Parish Assembly
Sunday, March 18, 2018
Following Divine Liturgy

(Prayed daily during Lent, with prostrations)

Lord and Master of my life,
cast away from me
the spirit of laziness,
idle curiosity,
love of power and vain talk.

Agenda





Call to Order & Opening Prayer
 Election of Assembly Chair
Approval of Minutes (11/19/17)
 Financial Report and
Approval of 2017 Financials
 Greek Food Festival:
September 14-15-16
 Stewardship 2018
 Iconography Status
Adjournment & Closing Prayer

But grant me, Your servant,
the spirit of moderation,
humility, patience and love.
Yes, Lord and King, grant me
to see my own faults
and not to judge
my brothers and sisters.

Your attendance is encouraged.
Only Stewards in Good Standing
for 2018 may vote.

For You are blessed forever. Amen.
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Kalo Pascha. We want to first thank all the many volunteers who are stepping up with
their time and talents to help with Lent and Holy Week and all the related activities, such as
the Palm Sunday Luncheon and the Agape Picnic. Your efforts, as always, provide a beautiful
and meaningful experience for all during this most important holy season in our Church, and
we greatly appreciate it. We are looking forward to a tremendous Holy Week and joining
together to worship in our Faith. We are also pleased and honored that Metropolitan
Gerasimos will be here over the Palm Sunday weekend to worship and celebrate with us. Please keep in mind
that the Palm Sunday Luncheon will be held on April 1 following Church services and the Agape Picnic will
be held on Pascha, April 8, starting at noon. These are great events for fellowship, so please come and join us.
You can purchase tickets for both of these events through the Church Office or in Panos Hall during
Fellowship on Sundays. Also, please note that due to the scaffolding still being up in the Church, we will
have an overflow area for worshipers that will include an incredible high tech video and audio setup for
people to really experience the services, courtesy of Steve Likourinou and his company. There will be plenty
of seating available.
The Metropolis recently held a Clergy Laity at St. Nicholas Ranch and Retreat Center. If you have
never been to St. Nicholas, we highly recommend that you visit it sometime and take in the Monastery. It is
an amazing place and participating in the Vesper Services and the Holy Liturgies in the Monastery is truly a
spiritual experience. During the many meetings, lots of information was disseminated on a wide variety of
topics, including Family Wellness, Protecting our Children Policies, Welcoming People into the Church, and
a host of other topics. You can obtain a lot of information on these topics and others on the Metropolis
website at sanfran.goarch.org. One of the topics addressed at length during the meetings was the recent
financial crisis gripping the Archdiocese. In hearing a briefing directly from the Archdiocese via video
conferencing, it appears that things are getting better. A new team was installed by the Archdiocese and the
team has spent thousands of hours remedying things. Without going into too much detail, they have replaced
almost everyone involved with the financial management of the Archdiocese, instituted stringent control
systems and tremendously reduced expenditures and worked toward eliminating waste.
Pertaining to the Iconography, notwithstanding information put out in previous columns, this
continues to remain a fluid situation. As previously reported, we had to redo financials in a different format
for our 501(c)(3) certification and they have finally been completed and submitted. We want to thank John
Karas and our former bookkeeper, Nancy Haga, for all their great help in getting this herculean effort done.
We now need to wait for the certification to come through, and we can then apply to the United States
Citizenship and Immigration Services to get the appropriate clearances for the Iconographers to enter the
country and finish their work on the Iconography.
Please note that we have a Parish Assembly scheduled for Sunday, March 18, in Panos Hall, shortly
after the Liturgy. We strongly urge you all to attend, learn about the operation of our Parish, and provide
input into the governance of our Parish. We also have a Teen Overnight Retreat scheduled for March 16
and 17. This is a great opportunity for our kids to get to know one another better and learn more about their
Faith. Also, please keep in mind the dates for the 2018 Greek Food Festival: September 14 – 16. Please step
up early and help.
In closing and as usual, we want to again thank the various Church ministries and organizations, and
the many individuals for all the work they do and have done to help us secure the future of the Church for
ourselves and most importantly, our children. It clearly takes a lot of work from the entire community to
maintain our Church. Please step forward whenever you can and pitch in. We know a lot of things are
always happening, but they are extremely important. Please get involved as we move forward to make our
Church better. May God Bless.
Gus Flangas, Parish Council President

Parish
Council
Report

“Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy
and find grace to help in time of need.” (Hebrews 4:16)
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Dearest Sisters of Philoptochos,
During Lent we are given the opportunity to spend more time in God’s
presence through fasting, prayer and good deeds.
On February 11, we held a memorial for our Philoptochos Departed Members,
remembering those who established and carried on the value of being “a friend to the poor.” We also had the
“Go Red for Women” event to raise
awareness of how to stay healthy
and protect our heart. We passed
red carnations to all the ladies
attending Church, and informative
literature regarding heart attacks
and prevention. Some of the ladies
wore red and we took a wonderful
picture with all the Philoptochos
ladies. Although it was a memorial, it was an honor and appreciation of the past, a celebration of the present,
and a great hope for the future.
Below are our upcoming events:
●Project 150: Please make Prom possible for more than 1,500 ladies and gentlemen who will attend
this annual event and shop for free with a high school ID. Las Vegas Prom Closet, presented by Project 150
and Zappos.com, needs inventory for this year’s event. Please sponsor or donate the following: Prom or
formal dresses, suits, shoes, ties, purses, and accessories. Plus size attire, men’s formal wear, and men’s
belts are in critical need. Please contact our Social Services Chair, Geri Kypreos, for more information at
gkypreos@aol.com.
●Wine Wagon: Please buy raffle tickets so you can have a chance to win a wagon full of very good
wine on Holy Pascha, at the Agape Picnic drawing. Luanne and Penny Philippou are in charge of this fun
event. Each raffle ticket is $5 – winner does not need to be present. Also, please donate two bottles of wine
of your preference, red or white (approximately $20 each bottle) and bring them to Church throughout Lent
or at our Philoptochos General Meeting on March 6.
●Pan-Orthodox Vespers and Dinner, Sunday, March 4 at 5:00 pm: Philoptochos is hosting a
Lenten dinner after Vespers, at which we will welcome all the Orthodox faithful from our community and
from all the Orthodox Churches in Las Vegas. Rahel Kiflezgi is the Chair of this event. LeeAnn and Steve
Eliakis have graciously volunteered again to donate and prepare the delicious lentil soup. Their contribution
is greatly appreciated. We need volunteers at 4:00 pm offering help in setting up the hall for the dinner and to
serve.
●Philoptochos General Meeting, Tuesday, March 6 at 6:00 pm in Kokkos Hall: All ladies of our
Church community are invited to our meeting. Dinner will be served.
●Holy Cross Collection and Fellowship, Sunday, March 11: On the Third Sunday of Lent,
observing the Veneration of the Holy Cross, our Philoptochos will have a collection and hosting a Lenten
Event, following the Divine Liturgy, with the proceeds dedicated to Hellenic College-Holy Cross for
operating expenses. Vickie and John Kelesis, with love and generosity, will continue the tradition of offering
fresh-made Fasolada, which will be served at Fellowship. Effie Lekar will be chairing this event. We will be
honored to welcome the Reverend Father Christopher Metropulos, the President of
HCHC. Please be generous in support of the school that provides the future leaders of our
Church and our Orthodox Faith.
Finally, please be generous with the Philoptochos Epitaphios Flower Offering.
Envelopes will be mailed soon, and are in the Church Narthex.
May God bless your Lenten season with prayerful experiences, a deeper
relationship with Christ and renewed humility.
With Love in Christ, Vicky Palivos, Philoptochos President

Philoptochos
News
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From Father Seraphim
We can all admit that we live distracted lives, lives that could use a little more intentional effort
toward becoming what we were created to be. Perhaps technology is to blame with its all-intrusive everpresent availability to which we so often turn. Perhaps the environments we inhabit, whether at work,
school, or during our times of leisure even in our homes – which are no longer places of focus and creativity
(since most likely screens and distractions abound). Perhaps it is because we live in the first-ever human
society of organized distraction where, according to Matthew Crawford, ours is a culture, “saturated with
technologies for appropriating our attention, where our interior mental lives are laid bare as a resource to be
harvested by others.” With our hungry “consumer minds” being constantly offered hyper-palatable (tasty!)
mental stimuli by complex economic and social forces, it is clear that the deeper spiritual crisis is that we no
longer know what to value, what to love. Many of us are too exhausted to fight off the tempting plate of
“killing time” or simply “zoning out” to entertainment that leaves us more depleted, isolated, and exhausted
than before we came to be filled seeking its comfort. So what do we do, and where do we turn?
We must run to the safety of the Church and enter deeply into the Holy Forty Days of Lent so that we
will clearly behold the Resurrection – not only of Christ 2,000 years ago, but of our own life in Christ!
Entering the Church we find ourselves in the season of repentance which is “the renewal and transformation
of our mind.” (cf. Romans 12:12) One helpful way to look at this time of devotion and dedication to the Lord
is to imagine the power of our mind and our attention as if it were a river of water. St. Gregory of Nyssa gave
us this analogy and said that the “water of our mind” is easily scattered to many different things other than
God. This results in weak tributaries, trickling streams and no clear singular goal and course for the waters’
flow.
As our ability to seriously focus while reading or listening to someone, while studying or praying for
any length of time continues to dwindle, we must ask, “Why?” Why is choosing a distraction just so much
easier than being still and saying the Jesus Prayer, reading a spiritual book, doing prostrations, or listening to
Byzantine Chant. Simone Weil provides an answer: “Something in our soul has a far more violent
repugnance for true attention than the flesh has for bodily fatigue. This something is much more closely
connected with evil than is the flesh. That is why every time that we really concentrate our attention, we
destroy the evil in ourselves.”
One goal of our Lenten fasting – with the increased Church services, confession of our sins, and
increased prayer – is to call back our dispersed and fragmented mind from all the distractions, negative
emotions, passions, self-destructive behaviors and sins in which we habitually indulge. Iris Murdoch offers a
strikingly clear path forward, “Where strong emotions of sexual love, or of hatred, resentment, or jealousy are
concerned, ‘pure will’ can usually achieve little. It is small use telling oneself, ‘Stop being in love, stop feeling
resentment, be just.’ What is needed is a reorientation, which will provide an energy of a different kind, from
a different source. Notice the metaphors of orientation and looking . . . deliberately falling out of love is not a
jump of the will, it is the acquiring of new objects of attention and thus new energies as a result of
refocusing.” Understood in this context, prayer is simply an attention to God which is a form of love: And we
all know that those we love, we easily think about all the time.
In turning away from “the distracted life” toward a life in Christ our goal is not negative, to simply
“stop being distracted,” but rather to focus all the love in our heart, all the tiredness of our bodies, all the
desire in our soul, all the “water of our mind” on the beautiful Bridegroom of our souls Who is the true object
of every heart’s longing and the only remedy for our existential restlessness. Once gathered together and
placed under the limits of a course and destination we choose, the full power of our mind now united with
our heart is able to ascend to God Who has already descended to us. This course of action involving all the
spiritual exercises and disciplines the Church offers could be called the great reorientation, the “180 degree
turn” of repentance, which begins by falling in love with Christ – the only One Who can satisfy, the only One
Who can make us good and happy and beautiful.
With Love in Christ,
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Youth and Family Ministries
Church School
Kali Sarakosti! Kalo Pascha!
I would like to happily report that we have many students in our Church School classrooms each
Sunday. Please make sure your child is registered. You can register with Karen at the Church Office, with his
or her teacher, or with myself. The registration form is available from Karen or on the bulletin boards.
Lent started on February 19. As always, we are encouraging our students to attend at least one
weekday service to make their Lenten journey more fulfilling. The Friday service is the Salutations to the
Theotokos. As the Youth Choir chants it, is a wonderful service for the children to participate in. Please see
the worship schedule for all of the beautiful and transformative Lenten services.
We will begin collecting money for “Missions Possible” (formerly known as “Mochas for Missions”),
which is part of a Metropolis-wide Lenten effort to support the work of the Missions and Evangelism
Ministry (formerly known as COME). Missions and Evangelism helps fund new mission parishes in the
Metropolis of San Francisco and assists in their growth. Last year our parish raised more than $900. We will
have a weekly collection in the classrooms: Please have your children collect their loose change during the
week to add to our “bucket” on Sunday; we also encourage adults to contribute. The collection continues
until Palm Sunday. The children will receive a little treat for every week that they bring money for the
bucket. “Missions Possible” is the main funding source for the Missions and Evangelism Ministry.
I am also collecting candy-filled plastic eggs for the Agape Picnic on April 8 – specifically for our
annual egg hunt! Please feel free to drop them off in my classroom, with Karen during the week, or with the
Parish Council during Church services.
Please feel free to call or e-mail me with any questions or concerns.
In Christ, Eileen Koutsulis, Church School Director (702) 521-6516 or vivaleenie@cox.net

Youth Choir News
Now that we have entered Lent, the Youth Choir will participate (as they do so annually) in
the Friday Salutation Services to the Theotokos. Practices start at 6:15 pm on Fridays, March 2, 9,
16 and 23, with the Salutations service beginning at 7:00 pm.
Youth Choir will practice on Sunday, March 4 after class. Although Youth Choir will not be
chanting the second Sunday in March or April, we are preparing to chant at our favorite service:

Holy Saturday morning Liturgy on April 7.

We will resume chanting at the Sunday Divine Liturgy on Mothers Day, May 13. Be on the lookout for
e-mails with more information and service schedules.
Love in Christ, Presvytera Maria

GOYA ~ For Teenagers
It is time again for the Annual Lenten Teen Overnight Retreat! This two-day event will prove to be a
spiritual experience in our Faith, fellowship with your friends (including those from St. Paul Church), and
overall fun! We will camp out in the Church on Friday and Saturday, March 16 and 17. We will gather
together at the Church at 6:00 pm on Friday and will dismiss at 1:00 pm on Saturday.
Remember to wear Church clothes on Friday and to bring with you appropriate casual clothes, with
running shoes for Capture the Flag Friday night and also for the next day. Bring sleeping clothes, your
sleeping bag, your pillow, a toothbrush, etc.
Please RSVP with Father Seraphim at frseraphim@vegasgreekorthodox.com so that we can begin to
get a head count and appropriately plan the meals for the participants.
With Love in Christ, June Likourinou and Kouli Pouridis, GOYA Advisors
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Orthodox Family Fellowship
Dear Families of St. John the Baptist,
We are so glad that so many of our children and
parents came out to the Las Vegas Ice Center and
enjoyed skating in January – as well as for our
wonderful Lenten Mini-Retreat after the final Saturday
of Souls in February, which was a great opportunity to
grow in Christ.
For the month of March, the Orthodox Family
Fellowship Ministry will be helping with tying Palm
Crosses on Saturday of Lazaros, March 31. Following
the Divine Liturgy, which begins at 9:00 am, we will
have a light Lenten breakfast together and prepare the
Palm Crosses for Palm Sunday.
Later that day, all families are encouraged to attend the Great Vespers with His Eminence
Metropolitan Gerasimos at 5:00 pm – as always, the Metropolitan will meet personally with our youth
following the service.
Please mark your calendars accordingly and plan to spend the final days before Holy Week and Pascha
focused on Christ and in the Church together!
Jelena Boskovic and Amy Khuri, OFF Advisors

Myrrh Bearers
We are looking for Girls from 6th-12th Grades to participate in Holy Week services as Myrrh
Bearers. The girls will participate in the following services:
Palm Sunday Evening, April 1 – First Bridegroom Service; Holy Thursday Evening, April 5 – Holy
Passion of Our Lord; Holy Friday Evening, April 6 – Lamentations and Procession of the Epitaphios; and
Holy Saturday Night, April 7 – Resurrection Service.
I will be having an informational meeting in my Church School Classroom on Sunday, March 25 at
12:15 pm. Please let me know if you need any more details.
Eileen Koutsulis (702)521-6516 or vivaleenie@cox.net

Altar Servers
There is a mandatory Acolyte practice on Sunday, March 25 following Liturgy. All Altar Servers
must attend this practice in preparation for the Hierarchical services with His Eminence Metropolitan
Gerasimos on Palm Sunday weekend, as well as for Holy Week Services.
In Christ, Father John and Father Seraphim

We venerate Your Cross, O Master, and we glorify Your holy Resurrection.
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Adult and Young Adult Ministries
Young Adults
Hello, Young Adults!
First off, we would like to thank John, Eileen and Sam Koutsulis for having the YA Ministry at their
home for the Super Bowl Party. It truly was a wonderful time for us Young Adults to share fellowship
together!
Please join us on Saturday, March 24 at 6:00 pm for more fellowship and a great time! We will be
dining at Vege-Way, a fast-friendly fast-food restaurant (7790 S. Jones Blvd., Las Vegas) – this is a great place
to grab a bite during Lent. After dinner we will head over to the Red Rock Bowling Alley (11011 W.
Charleston Blvd., Las Vegas) to have some fun bowling under the lights!
Please come out and share this evening with the Young Adults of St. John the Baptist: We look
forward to seeing you there!
With love, Niko Asim and Fani Mavrantonis, Young Adults Advisors

Mr. & Mrs. ~ A Couples Fellowship
We would like to thank Karl and Benita Beeman for hosting a well-attended and delicious dinner in
February – the fellowship discussion was engaging and informative.
For March we are encouraging all couples to register for and attend our Pan-Orthodox Lenten
Retreat with Father Chad Hatfield on Saturday, March 10 at St. Paul Church. Come and enjoy the
uplifting spiritual presentations and discussion. For more information see the flyer on Page 4.
We will return to our dinner fellowship in April with a post-Paschal celebration. We wish everyone a
blessed journey to the joy of Christ’s Resurrection!
In Christ, Father John, Father Seraphim, and their Presvyteres

Kali Parea ~ “Good Company” for the 40+ Crowd
Join us on Saturday, March 3 at 5:00 pm at the home of Demetri Asim. We will have a registered
dietitian, Melissa Angeliki Fleetwood, cooking many different and delicious Lenten foods for us as a “show
and tell.” We will also be talking together about the relationship between nutrition and fasting in our
discussion – and of course we will enjoy our good company together. Please RSVP with Father Seraphim for
directions at frseraphim@vegasgreekorthodox.com.
Demetrious Asim, Advisor

Forerunners ~ The Seniors of St. John the Baptist
We pray that you have an awesome journey to Pascha this Lenten Season. Kali Sarakosti!
Our Valentine's Day Luncheon last month was a success. We had a great turnout and all enjoyed the
lunch prepared by our Master Chef Sam and his crew. We had lovely prizes, and our Bingo caller Pat was, as
always, right on target. We were really happy to see Aphy and Rex – our love and prayers are with you.
Please remember that we are hosting Fellowship on Sunday, March 4. We would greatly appreciate
our seniors bringing Lenten refreshments to serve.
On Monday, March 12 at 11:30 am we will have our monthly luncheon and gathering, and I am sure
that Sam will prepare a wonderful Lenten meal for us. We would like to thank all those who join us each
month and help make the day relaxing and wonderful for all present. A special thank you to Chloe and Claire
who each month surprise us with a delightful dessert delight (no calories).
In closing, our prayers and good wishes to all who are homebound, in hospitals and or other facilities.
O Theos panta mazi sas!
Love in Christ, Victoria Xikis, on behalf of the Forerunners
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Notes from the Choir Loft
Καλή Σαρακοστή
Please plan to attend our rehearsals on Friday evenings during Lent so we can prepare
ourselves to sing the hymns for Holy Week and Pascha! Rehearsals will begin at 6:00 pm and
end before 7:00 pm, when the Salutations to the Theotokos begins. We will be singing the
services for Palm Sunday, the Bridegroom Services on Sunday evening, Holy Monday and Tuesday, and Holy
Friday evening and Pascha. We will also have rehearsals on Holy Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday at 6:00
pm before the services. Thank you for sharing your time and talent!
Athena Mertes, Choir Director

Adult Basketball
Join us for a pick-up basketball game

every Monday evening at 7:30 pm during Lent
(following Great Compline), in Panos Hall. Please call George
Chomakos at (702) 523-8675 to be added to the basketball
email list.

“If any man would come
after Me, let him deny himself
and take up his cross
and follow Me.”
(John 8:34)

Adult Study with Father John

A Reflection on Lenten Prayers, Hymns
and Scripture Readings
Meets Every Wednesday 8:00 - 9:00 pm
(following Presanctified Liturgy) in Kokkos Hall

Orthodox Bookstore
Lenten Greetings from the Bookstore!
This month we are featuring Monastic Wisdom:
The Letters of Elder Joseph the Hesychast. Elder Joseph
was the Spiritual Father of Elder Ephraim of Saint Anthony
Monastery.
“I shall tell you this as well: the burden of
obedience is considered to be an epitome of the rest of the
virtues, just as the Cross is of the Lord’s Passion. And just
as the thief entered paradise through the cross, we, too,
enter the kingdom through obedience as through a cross. Thus, it is obvious that the disobedient are outside
the kingdom.”
“So then, blessed is the way: compel yourselves. Be attentive and pray, so that you do not enter into
temptation. Whoever does not have humility, whoever does not do what he is told, becomes a slave of the
demons. Then his end becomes a grief and a disgrace before men.”
Until next month, God willing, ICXC NIKA, Constantine Frangakis, Bookstore Director
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Greek Language Program
Greek School students have been busy practicing the Greek National Anthem which they will perform
on Sunday, March 25, in conjunction with the AHEPA Greek Independence Day Luncheon.
I cannot stress enough how important it is to get more teachers for this program; the more teachers we
have means more study time for the kids. If you are interested in being a Greek School teacher, please see me.
Paula Kelesis, Greek School Director

Pan Arcadians
The Alea Chapter will be hosting a Lenten luncheon on Sunday, March 18. All donations will fund
our stewardship ministry to our Church.

Please Join the AHEPA FAMILY
of Las Vegas and Henderson
Chapter 314
In The Raising of the Greek Flag
in Celebration Of
Greek Independence Day

Please join the AHEPA Family of Las Vegas and Henderson,
Daughters of Penelope and the Sons of Pericles
for the Flag Raising Ceremony immediately following
Divine Liturgy on Sunday, March 25 on the grounds of
St. John the Baptist Greek Orthodox Church.
Fellowship Sponsored by the AHEPA Family following ceremony.
Please contact Kouli Pouridis 702-604-0885
Pouridis5@embarqmail.com
“ZITO ELLAS”
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Stewardship and Community Outreach
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
These days, many people like to hide in anonymity: hiding behind mirrored sunglasses, hiding behind
the limo-dark window tint of their cars, hiding behind internet identities disassociated from any physical
location, and hiding behind the high hedges or gated streets and guarded lobbies of their houses or
apartments. Unfortunately, this preference for hiding often carries over to being disconnected from their
professed Church; and while it is indeed possible to hide from your Church, it is impossible to hide from God:
“Where shall I go from Thy Spirit? Or where shall I flee from Thy presence? If I ascend up into heaven,

You are there: if I make my bed in hell, behold, You are there. If I take the wings of the morning, and
dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea; even there shall Your hand lead me, and Your right hand shall
hold me.” (Psalm 139:7-10) You can run but you cannot hide.

In this months’ Stewardship reflection, I refer to a couple of Bible chapters where
Jesus speaks directly about hiding – hiding our time, talents, and treasure; about being
prepared Christians, about good Stewardship, and about the coming Judgment of us all:
The Gospel of Matthew, Chapters 24 and 25. They are a quick read. Please have a
look now, I will wait.
We read how Jesus desires His loyal followers to be prepared for His Second
Coming, to be good stewards and to hide not what He gives us (time, talents, treasure)
but to know there will be a Final Judgment. These truths are among Christ’s final
teachings prior to entering Jerusalem; they are expressed in His very own words; they are
not open to hedging or negotiation. It is apparent, then, that “you can run but you
cannot hide” applies to living a Christian life in general and to being a good Steward in particular.
Good Stewards are found behind all facets of Church life at St John the Baptist: Participating,
supporting and leading worship services, education activities, philanthropic efforts, youth and adult groups,
the annual Greek Food Festival, fundraising lunches, and a variety of other ministries. Each month, The Desert
Messenger reports on many of these. These good Stewards cannot do it alone, however, and make a general
appeal for you to join them . . . calling, “Come Out, Come Out, Wherever You Are!” There are abundant
opportunities for you to reconnect with your Church – not just for a one-time Lenten exercise but for yearround, life-long growth as Orthodox Christians.
So, show of hands, would you rather hear “Well done, good and faithful servant” and “enter into the
joy of your Lord,” or, “You wicked and lazy servant” and be cast into outer darkness while weeping and
gnashing your teeth? Assuming you are all with me on this, there is no need for a tally, so I will simply close
with an invitation to reflect on how you might best apply your time, talent, and treasure to further the
Kingdom of God here in Las Vegas, Nevada.
Mike Beeler, Stewardship and Community Outreach Committee

2018 Stewardship
Report
(as of 2/23/18)

Stewardship Gifts Pledged: $253,650 ($270,477 in February 2017)
Stewardship Gifts Received: $82,843.83
Unfulfilled Pledge Balance: $170,806.17
Stewardship Families Pledged: 251 (271 in February 2017)
Average Pledge to Date: $1,010 ($998 in February 2017)

“I am the Resurrection and the Life; he who believes in Me, though he die, yet shall he live,
and whoever lives and believes in Me shall never die.”
(John 11:25-26)
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Our Community Registry
Baptized into Christ: Na Mas Zisoun
Eleni, daughter of Sean Atkins and Christina Kakavulias on January 27, 2018.
Godparent: Veneta Shaffer.
Julieta, daughter of Brian and Betsy Lemper on February 10, 2018.
Godparent: Lisa Lazarou-Manning.

Marriages: Na Zisete!
Brian Lemper and Betsy Ornelas on February 9, 2018.
Koumbara: Lisa Lazarou-Manning.
Donald Melton and Susan Cummings on February 11, 2018.
Koumbara: Ramona Tasios.
Robert Bland and Maria Peredera on February 17, 2018.
Koumbara: Rahel Kiflezgi.

Church Account Summaries ~ January 2018
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“My soul magnifies the
Lord, and my spirit
rejoices in God my
Savior.”
(Luke 1:46-47)

19
5:00 pm Greek
Language Classes

Forerunners Luncheon
in Panos Hall
6:30 pm Great
Compline
7:30 pm Adult
Basketball

19

6:30 pm Great
Compline
7:30 pm Adult
Basketball

26

6:30 pm Great
Compline
7:30 pm Adult
Basketball

18 8:45 am Orthros

10:00 am Divine Liturgy
Parish Assembly
4:30 pm GOYA Dinner
and Discussion
5:00 pm Pan-Orthodox
Vespers at St. Michael

25 8:45 am Orthros

10:00 am Divine Liturgy
Altar Server Meeting
12:15 pm Myrrh
Bearers Meeting in 4th
5:00 pm Pan-Orthodox
Vespers at St. Simeon

5:00 pm Greek
Language Classes

27

5:00 pm Greek
Language Classes
6:30 pm Parish Council
Meeting in Library

20

13

12 11:30 am

5:00 pm Greek
Language Classes
6:00 pm Philoptochos
General Meeting in
Kokkos Hall

8:45 am Orthros
Procession of the Cross
10:00 am Divine Liturgy
5:00 pm Pan-Orthodox
Vespers at St. George
and Dimitri

6

6:30 pm Great
Compline
7:30 pm Adult
Basketball

Tuesday

5

Monday

11

Orthros
9:00 am Divine Liturgy
12:15 pm Youth Choir
Practice in 4th/5th Class
5:00 pm Pan-Orthodox
Vespers at St. John

4 8:45 am

Sunday

6:30 pm Presanctified
Liturgy
8:00 pm Adult Study

28

6:30 pm Presanctified
Liturgy
8:00 pm Adult Study

21

6:30 pm Presanctified
Liturgy
8:00 pm Adult Study

14

6:30 pm Presanctified
Liturgy
8:00 pm Adult Study

7

29

22

15

8

1

Wednesday Thursday

Saturday

24

30

Lazaros
8:00 am Orthros
9;00 am Divine Liturgy
Palm Tying Follows
5:00 pm Great Vespers
with Met. Gerasimos

31 Saturday of

6:00 pm Adult Choir
6:00 pm Young Adults
Practice in Choir Loft
Dinner at Vege-Way and
6:15 pm Youth Choir
Bowling at Red Rock
Practice in 4th/5th Class
7:00 pm The Akathist
Hymn

23

Fri. 6:00 pm - Sat. 1:00 pm

Adult
17
Choir in Choir Loft
6:15 pm Youth Choir
Practice in 4th/5th
7:00 pm 4th Salutations
to the Theotokos
Orthodox Teen Retreat

16 6:00 pm

Adult Choir 10
Practice in Choir Loft
9:00 am Divine Liturgy
6:15 pm Youth Choir
at St. Paul Church and
Practice in 4th/5th Class Adult Lenten Retreat
7:00 pm 3rd Salutations
to the Theotokos

9 6:00 pm

Adult Choir 3
Practice in Choir Loft
5:00 pm Kali Parea at
6:15 pm Youth Choir
Demetri Asim’s Home
Practice in 4th/5th Class
7:00 pm 2nd
Salutations to the
Theotokos

2 6:00 pm

Friday
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The Way of the Lord
“The glory which You have given Me I have given to
them, that they may be one even as We are one.”
(John 17:22)
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