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Beloved in Christ:
With gratitude to God, I am pleased to announce that our iconographer, Andromachi
Voutsinas, and her assistants will arrive in Las Vegas on February 10 (the Feast Day of St.
Haralambos, whose icon will also adorn our Church) and be here for five weeks: During this
time they will install icons in the four Exedras – which includes half domes and panels – as
well as above the doorway exiting the Nave. If you have never witnessed the installation of icons and the
application of gold leaf, please avail yourself of the experience, as you will be inspired by this process. We
also ask for everyone’s patience with the scaffolding and drop cloths, and respect toward the “artistic litter”
that will grace the Exedra for the next several weeks: Our temporary minor inconvenience will be soon
forgotten, especially as we worship in our Church adorned with additional beautiful iconography!
It is providential that the installation of the newest phase of iconography will happen
simultaneously as we begin our journey through the period of the Triodion – that is, the weeks leading up
to, and including Lent. The Triodion (“The Book of Three Odes”) is the liturgical book that is used during
the Great Fast and Holy Week up to the Resurrection Service, and includes magnificent hymnography, rich
theology and powerful Scripture readings. Just as the Holy Icons are an integral part of our Holy Orthodox
Tradition, so too is the Lenten Triodion – and just as our empty walls will soon be complete by the divine
glory of the new iconography, so too the Triodion reminds us that the divine image within each of us, which
has been darkened by sin, is returned to its full potential by the Passion, Death and Resurrection of our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ.
One must be “schooled” to be an iconographer in the Orthodox Church: Icons are not painted, but
rather, they are written according to the Tradition handed down through the ages – as such, icons are not
works of art but, more accurately, vessels of divine glory that reflect the beauty and splendor of God’s
Kingdom. In the same way, we Christians need to be “schooled” according to the Tradition of Orthodoxy,
and the Triodion is an integral part of our spiritual growth during the Lenten Season. In order to fast
properly for forty-plus days, the Triodion provides both physical and spiritual direction, primarily through
the Gospel readings, in the weeks leading into Lent: The four tools we will need are pronounced
emphatically by our Lord in each Sunday reading – Humility (Luke 18:10-14), Repentance (Luke 15:11-32),
Accountability (Matthew 25:31-46), and Forgiveness (Matthew 6:14-21).
Just as the iconographer must live a life in concert with the True Faith in order to write the holy
images for the edification of the faithful and to the glory of God, the Christian as well must engage in
practical spirituality to have a fast that is fruitful and pleasing to God. Thus the Triodion “schools” us into
the inseparable practices of prayer, fasting and charity. Furthermore, the Orthodox Christian is “schooled”
into a proper fasting period by easing into Lent: The Triodion guides us to follow no fast during its first
week, to resume a Wednesday and Friday fast the second week, a fast from all meat the third week, and
finally a fast also from dairy products, as we enter Lent.
Jesus came in the flesh to restore us to the fullness of glory – a heavenly glory that will not pass with
this age. Our icons illuminate the glory of God in His Saints: May we, as living icons, also radiate the beauty
of God’s image as we embark on the season of the Great Fast – and throughout our lives!
With much love in Christ,

From
Father
John
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WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Sundays: 8:45 am Orthros ~ 10:00 am Divine Liturgy
Church School follows Holy Communion
Thursday, February 2/The Meeting of our Lord in

Sunday, February 19/Meatfare Sunday/

the Temple
8:00 am Orthros
9:00 am Divine Liturgy

Commemoration of Our Lord’s Second Coming/
Archippus, Philemon, Apphia of the 70 Apostles
Orthros: Tone Two
Resurrection Gospel (Orthros): Mark 16:1-8
Epistle: 1 Corinthians 8:8-13; 9:1-2
Gospel: Matthew 25:31-46

Epistle: Hebrews 7:7-17
Gospel: Luke 2:22-40

Sunday, February 5/Sunday of the Publican and

Artoclasia for Koutsulis & Hondros Anniversaries

the Pharisee/Agatha the Martyr

Orthros: Tone Eight (Fourth Plagal)
Resurrection Gospel (Orthros): John 21:14-25
Epistle: 2 Timothy 3:10-15
Gospel: Luke 18:10-14

Abstain from Meat This Week
Saturday, February 25/2nd Saturday of Souls

8:00 am Orthros
9:00 am Divine Liturgy and Memorial

Triodion Begins: No Fasting This Week

Epistle: Galatians 5:22-26; 6:1-2
Gospel: Matthew 6:1-13

Friday, February 10/St. Haralambos, the Priest

Martyr & Wonderworker
8:00 am Orthros
9:00 am Divine Liturgy and Artoclasia

Sunday, February 26/Cheesefare Sunday/

Commemoration of the Expulsion of Adam from
Paradise/Forgiveness Sunday/Porphyrios, Bishop of
Gaza/Martyr Photini, the Samaritan Woman

Epistle: 2 Timothy 2:1-10
Gospel: John 15:17-27; 16:1-2

Orthros: Tone Three
Resurrection Gospel (Orthros): Mark 16:9-20
Epistle: Romans 13:11-14; 14:1-4
Gospel: Matthew 6:14-21

Artoclasia (Offered by Effie Lekar)
Sunday, February 12/Sunday of the Prodigal Son/

Meletios, Archbishop of Antioch

Orthros: Tone One
Resurrection Gospel (Orthros): Matthew 28:16-20
Epistle: 1 Corinthians 6:12-20
Gospel: Luke 15:11-32

6:00 pm Forgiveness Vespers

Saturday, February 18/1st Saturday of Souls

Monday, February 27/Clean Monday/

Lent Begins: Abstain from Meat and Dairy
for 40 Days
1st Day of Lent
6:30 pm Great Compline

8:00 am Orthros
9:00 am Divine Liturgy and Memorial
Epistle: 1 Thessalonians 4:13-17
Gospel: Luke 21:8-9, 25-27, 33-36

“Bear one another’s burdens.” (Galatians 6:2)

Adult Study with Father John:
“St. Paul’s Letters to the
Corinthians”

Thursday
Morning Study
with Father Matthew:
The Life in Christ,
by St. Nicholas Cabasilas

Meets every Wednesday
7:00 - 8:30 pm in Kokkos Hall
Bring your Bible
(RSV preferred ~ Available in the Bookstore)
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Meets weekly in the Library at
10:30 am
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SUNDAY SCHEDULE
FEBRUARY 5

Ushers: Kouli Pouridis, Skip Ruffner, Bessie Stavropoulos, George Bochanis, Demetrious Asim and
Pete Tsolis
Fellowship: Philoptochos Las Vegas’ Best Contest ~ Chicken Wings

FEBRUARY 12
Ushers: Gus Flangas, Mike Beeler, Mark Karris, Stacy Mavrantonis, Justina Szukiewicz and John Koutsulis
Memorials: Philoptochos Departed Members; and Evangelia Collins.
Fellowship: Folk Dance Annual Performance Luncheon

FEBRUARY 19

Ushers: Bessie Stavropoulos, George Bochanis, Demetrious Asim, Kouli Pouridis, Skip Ruffner and
Mark Karris
Fellowship: Forerunners ~ the Seniors of St. John the Baptist

FEBRUARY 26
Ushers: John Koutsulis, Pete Tsolis, Justina Szukiewicz, Mike Beeler, Gus Flangas and Stacy Mavrantonis
Fellowship: Daughters of Penelope ~ Calamari and French Fries

The 4th Annual Las Vegas Best Contest will be all about . . .
The WINGS!
Do you make the BEST CHICKEN WINGS?
Then enter the contest for bragging rights and, of course, prizes!
Spicy and hot! Sweet and tangy! And we cannot wait to try
Greek style!
New for this year: No entry fee!
Bring your 50 wings to Panos Hall on Sunday, February 5, 2017
(Super Bowl Sunday) before Divine Liturgy.
The contest will be held at Fellowship, following Liturgy.
Winners will receive bragging rights, a small cash prize and Icon.
To enter, please see Melissa Fleetwood or
text or call her at (707) 367-5807

Parish Council Oath of Office
The 2017 Parish Council took the Oath of
Office on Sunday, January 8. Pictured, left to
right, are Pete Tsolis, John Koutsulis, Bessie
Stavropoulos (Treasurer), Mark Karris, Justina
Szukiewicz, Demetrious Asim (Assistant
Treasurer), Gus Flangas (President), George
Bochanis, Stacy Mavrantonis, Skip Ruffner (Vice
President) and Mike Beeler. Not pictured: Kouli
Pouridis (Secretary). ~Photo by Bill Bruninga
3

The Desert Messenger

The New Year is off to a great start. The St. John Name Day Luncheon was a huge
success. Congratulations and thanks to all of you who gave of your time and efforts to put on
the event, especially, Demetrious Asim, the chairman, and Steve Tzelalis, Sam Koutsulis and
their hard working crew, in preparing the food.
We had our first Parish Council meeting for 2017, and have set goals and priorities for the
coming years. Our first and foremost priority is to institute a more aggressive Stewardship Plan to get
Stewardship to the level it should be – specifically, covering the vast majority of the operating expenses of the
Church. We cannot over-emphasize the importance of Stewardship. The perpetual shortfall in our
Stewardship continually and significantly limits what our Church can do going forward in the way of capital
improvements, greater funding for our ministries, maintaining and repairing our facilities and fulfilling our
vision for the future. This absolutely has to be the year where we get Stewardship fully on track and start
realizing our goals.
Our next priority is to put together the plan for the use of the Community Center facilities, including
but not limited to keeping the kitchen in a pristine condition; taking care of and disposing of excess food from
events; securing and inventorying kitchen equipment, kitchen utensils, pots and pans; developing cleaning
checklists; developing use and pricing policies for general use and events; and maintaining the walls and
floors of the various halls and hallways. The Community Center is a beautiful and significant part of the
Church: We not only need to take better care of it, but we also need to work toward using it to its full
potential in bringing the Community together and in helping fund part of the operating costs of the Church.
Another priority is to continue working on the Church building and grounds, which includes fixing
and maintaining the roofs (mainly on the Community Center roof), resurfacing the floor in Panos Hall,
repairing the dividers in Panos Hall, resurfacing the parking lots, maintaining the landscaping, and repairing
the stucco and painting in certain areas around the fountain courtyard. We made a lot of progress last year in
fixing many things on the Church Grounds, but we still have much to do. One thing we also need to look at is
painting the outside of the Church and the Community Center in the next 18 months. Obviously, this will be
a huge effort and needs to be well planned.
A large priority is put together a plan to retire the Mortgage. We all need to put our heads together
and get rid of our Mortgage in the next 18 months. Please let us know your ideas in this regard. If we can
retire the Mortgage, it will allow us to do so much more like painting the outside of the Church and the
Community Center, and other capital projects.
Another priority is to continue increasing our involvement in the Las Vegas community. We are a
Church and we should be reaching out to help those less fortunate. We already put on the Greek Food
Festival, but we should still do more in the community. Right now, through the efforts of Father Matthew,
we are working on organizing a Food Pantry and continuing with our efforts to help feed the less fortunate at
the Las Vegas Rescue Mission. Of particular note is our youth involvement at the Las Vegas Rescue Mission
each month.
Lastly, one of our most important priorities is to have another successful Greek Food Festival and
improve on last year. As has been stated throughout the years, the Greek Food Festival is the single largest
source of capital funds for the Church and is crucial for its financial support. Moreover, it is the largest event
of its kind in the Las Vegas area and is the primary showcase for our Church and Greek Culture. It is a
monumental event which takes more than 10 months of planning and coordination to accomplish. It is our
intent to make it an effort of love and to make it fun for everyone to work. The dates we have selected for the
2017 Greek Food Festival are the weekend of September 15-16-17.
As you can see, we have set out a fairly ambitious set of goals, and this will require all of us working to
together as a community with prayer, time, talents, thoughtful creativity, and a tremendous amount of energy
fueled by the Holy Spirit.
As always, there is a lot happening. The Iconographers are arriving from Greece on Friday, February
10 and are planning to immediately start work. The scaffolding will go up a few days before so the
Iconographers can hit the ground running.
(Continued on Page 5)

Parish
Council
Report
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Stewardship and Community Outreach
The New Year is off to a great start for our community! Hopefully you have all received your
complimentary 2017 calendar in the mail. As well, hoping that you all read the letter enclosed. This letter
included important information that we should pay very close attention to – especially the last paragraph.
Quoting from the letter: “While Palm Mortuary offers cremation services, please be aware that the Orthodox
Church does not grant funerals, either in the Church or any other place, to persons who choose to be
cremated. The Orthodox Church teaches that the body is the temple of the Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 3:16)
and expects the resurrection of the dead (Nicene Creed). ‘The Church considers cremation to be the
deliberate desecration and destruction of what God has made and ordained for us.’ (Church Positions
Regarding the Sanctity of Human Life, Rev. Dr. Stanley S. Harakas)” The letter closes by saying, “Living a
life in communion with Christ must be the driving force behind all decisions we make as Orthodox
Christians – from birth to death.”
Some of us have loved ones who are struggling with the decision of cremation, reasoning that it is
more financially practical to cremate than to bury. However a simple funeral without the overly expensive
caskets, flowers, mercy meals, etc., can make the financial aspect less important. If you are unsure about
what to do when a loved one falls asleep, please seek the advice of our loving parish priests, as they truly
know how to help during these difficult moments. Let us follow our Savior’s example and have a proper
burial – as good stewards of the body which He has given us.
On a personal note, I feel very fortunate to be part of such a dynamic Parish Council that has been put
in place by the faithful in our beloved community. Please keep us in prayer as we do our best to be the layleadership stewards for St. John the Baptist Parish.
Sincerely, Justina Szukiewicz, on behalf of the Stewardship & Community Outreach Committee

Parish Council Report (Continued from Page 4)
The Folk Dance Groups have a Glendi planned for the evening of Saturday, February 11. It is a great
event with lots of food, dancing, music and no speeches. They are planning to have live musicians from
Greece performing throughout the evening. This is one event you will not want to miss.
As Lent begins on February 27, Holy Week and Pascha are around the corner and it is time to start
planning. Following Palm Sunday Services on April 9, we will have our annual Palm Sunday Luncheon in
Panos Hall. I urge you all to join together in fellowship and attend this wonderful event. Also, the Agape
Picnic is scheduled for Sunday, April 16 – this is a great event for families and friends; we hope that you all
attend and celebrate Pascha. The picnic will be both inside Panos Hall and outside on the Church grounds.
On another note, at the Parish Council meeting, we discussed the idea of having a New Year’s Eve
Party to welcome in 2018. It is still a long ways off, but this is something we need to start looking at now, so
that if we decide to do it, we do it right. The vision is to have a high energy, first class, well-attended
extremely fun event. We welcome your thoughts and ideas on this.
Always, in closing and as usual, we want to again thank the various Church ministries and
organizations, and the many individuals for all the work they do and have done to help us secure the future of
the Church for ourselves and, most importantly, our children. It clearly takes a lot of work from the entire
community to maintain our Church. Please step forward whenever you can and pitch in. We know many
things are always happening, but they are extremely important. Please get involved as we move forward to
make our Church better. May God Bless.
Gus Flangas, Parish Council President

Your Sponsorship is encouraged . . . for a name day, birthday, anniversary or
in memory of a loved one: $100 ~ The Desert Messenger, $50 ~ Weekly Bulletin.
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Philoptochos
News

Dear Ladies Philoptochos Society and Fellow Parishioners,
The second great commandment is, “You shall love your

neighbor as yourself.” (Luke 10:27)

When I was preparing my article for this month I reviewed the last three February
articles. I found that over the last three years I have shared several of my favorite passages
about love with you. This year it is simply the most powerful. If we can just keep this close
to our hearts then all will be possible. When you buy Christmas Pastries, when you support the bake sales,
or buy a Wine Wagon Ticket or support any fellowship – you are helping the programs, ministries, and
concerns of the Ladies Philoptochos Society here in Southern Nevada, throughout the Metropolis of San
Francisco, and in the larger programs of the National Philoptochos around the world. You may not realize it
buy you are showing your love for your neighbors.
Please mark your calendars for these upcoming dates where you can show your LOVE! Please note all
our activities take place on Sundays in February!
Sunday, February 5 (Super Bowl Sunday): The 4th Annual Las Vegas Best Contest. This year the
challenge is on for the Las Vegas Best Chicken Wings Contest. While not exactly a Hellenic delicacy, it is
Super Bowl Sunday and we will be on the hunt for the best chicken wings! Tangy, spicy, hot or sweet . . .
what will win? Will it be yours? This year there is no entry fee. Just bring at least 50 wings to Panos Hall
before Divine Liturgy to enter. The field is wide open! And of course it will be chicken wings for Fellowship
– YUMMY! Will there be any left to take home? Remember this contest is open to anyone who is looking for
bragging rights and a little cash!
Sunday, February 12: Departed Members Memorial. On this day we remember our lovely sisters,
mothers, grandmothers and aunts of our Panagia Chapter who have passed away. Where would we be if it
were not for them? Our yiayias and theas are the ones who told us not to cross our legs in Church, not to put
our hands behind our backs or in our pockets. They taught us how to make a reverent “stavro.” (“What are
you doing? Playing a bouzouki?”) They taught us hymns, the “Our Father” (in Greek and English) and shared
the secret family kourambiethes recipe. If you have a framed photo of your loved one, please bring it to Panos
Hall for the Memorial. In Church we will have the front rows on the right if you would like to sit with us.
Sunday, February 19, following Fellowship: General Membership Meeting and Hands-On
Activity. We wish the Folk Dance groups great success at the Folk Dance Festival, and we will think of
them as we have our General Meeting. At this meeting our Hands-On Project will be packing groceries for
the hungry of Southern Nevada. We invite you to come and help pack the bags. If you have the time, we will
be delivering the bags directly to families in need that have been pinpointed by the local agencies. Greeks and
food go hand and hand! It is no wonder that our National President Maria Loftus has issued a challenge to
serve one million meals by the National Biennial Convention in 2018. Here in Las Vegas we are taking that
challenge to heart.
Updates: Please remember to mail in your Ladies Philoptochos Society Stewardship (formerly called
dues), which goes directly to the National Philoptochos ministries and concerns. You can see their good
work at www.philoptochos.org. You will be amazed at the depth and breadth of the issues in which we
take part.
With love to you my neighbor, Bernadette Anthony, Philoptochos President

Adult Conversational Greek
Are you interested in learning conversational Greek class,
minus the grammar? Please contact Paula Kelesis at (702) 249-4740
if you would like to participate in this weekly adult class. I need to
know if there is interest for this class as well as a consensus on the
preferred day and time.
Paula Kelesis, Greek School Director
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From Father Matthew
Yes, it is that time again – already! Great Lent will start at the end of February,
and with it come all of the added spiritual disciplines: prayer, fasting, and acts of charity.
Of course for many of us, the most central and hardest of these is the fasting. Lent comes
to be defined, incorrectly, by “what you give up.” We set sail in the wrong direction:
Instead of joy and anticipation, we think about what we are missing (and what we will
eat on Pascha!); we replace the joy with lamentations, the drudgery of constantly saying
“No” to foods we love.
However Lent is the springtime of our souls, a time of renewal. In colder
climates, spring signifies the time when everything thaws. Plants that were hibernating
under a blanket of snow and ice now unfurl their leaves and vibrant blossoms. Animals that seemingly
disappeared for months now populate the forest and sing their songs.
This is the meaning of Lent! We who are hard-hearted have become deadened to sin and its
corruption of our soul. “The hearts of this people have grown dull. Their ears are hard of hearing, and

their eyes they have closed, lest they should see with their eyes and hear with their ears, lest they
should understand with their hearts and turn, so that I should heal them.” (Matthew 13:15) We are

numbed by our sinfulness, in need of healing. Therefore our Lord gives us the three-fold medicine of prayer,
charity, and especially fasting to soften our hearts. Done rightly, these spiritual disciplines are like a warm
breeze that expands and thaws our constricted hearts. And it is through this softening of the heart that we
become more ready, more able to receive God within us – and to celebrate our Lord’s Resurrection.
Thus fasting is not about what I give up, but rather what I take up. Its purpose is to redirect us. As
the Lord said through the Prophet Isaiah: “Is this not the fast that I have chosen: To loose the bonds of

wickedness, to undo the heavy burdens, to let the oppressed go free, and that you break every yoke? Is
it not to share your bread with the hungry, and that you bring to your house the poor who are cast out;
when you see the naked, that you cover him? Then your light shall break forth like the morning, your
healing shall spring forth speedily.” (Isaiah 58:6-8)
Fasting is healing. It is a means by which we can loose the bonds that chain us to the world and to the
unquenchable desires of our bodies. The repeated renunciation of certain foods empowers us to renounce
other temptations as well. Thus fasting gives us freedom: We become less subject to our bodies and more
able to dwell with God. Yet fasting is tough! It is humbling – and grumbling at times!
As we face another year of Lent, let us strive toward the true goal of fasting: the softening of our
hearts. God desires to heal us, if we give Him the opportunity. Remember that it is not about what you give
up, but about what you take up. May God strengthen us this Lent!

Notes from the Choir Loft
We will resume rehearsals this month. Please mark your
calendars for Wednesday, February 22 at 6:00 pm. We will be
working on some new music and starting on the hymns for Holy Week
and Pascha.
It is imperative that all Choir members attend rehearsals so we can
effectively learn and practice our music. Please let me know ahead of time if you
will not be in attendance, so I can prepare for our rehearsals.
We will begin our Friday rehearsals in March. Let us make every effort to
be in the Choir Loft on Sundays by 9:45 am SHARP, in preparation for the Great
Doxology. Thank you for your devotion and hard work!
Athena Mertes, Director
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“ . . . It is full time
now for you to
wake from sleep.
For salvation is
nearer to us now
than when we first
believed; the night
is far gone, the day
is at hand.”
(Romans 13:11)
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Youth and Family Ministries
Church School
Hi Everyone!
I hope you were all able to participate in some of our January services. It was like a mini Holy Week
with the cutting of the Vasilopita, Vespers, Theophany and the commemoration of St. John the Baptist,
followed by the delicious luncheon. I was happy to see so many of the youth serving food. When we all pitch
in we get so much more out of everything.
Good luck to all of our dancers at FDF. They work so hard with many hours of practicing. We hope
to see all you at the Glendi and the Folk Dance Luncheon.
Please make sure that your children are formally registered for Church School. There are registration
forms on the bulletin boards outside of the classroom. Please fill it out and hand it me, your teacher or Karen
in the Church Office.
In Christ, Eileen Koutsulis, Church School Director (702) 521-6516 or vivaleenie@cox.net

Youth Choir News
Youth Choir will have their practice on Sunday, February 5 at 12:15 pm in the 4th and 5th
grade class. We will chant the Divine Liturgy on Sunday, February 12; please be prompt at 9:40
am so we can start on time. Practices for Lent will be sent out via email. It is approaching quickly
so be alert for the schedule!
Love in Christ, Presvytera Maria

GOYA ~ For Teenagers
This month is a busy one for our folk dancers! We hope they perform well at FDF! GOYA will
continue the tradition of the Sunday Night Meeting on Sunday, February 26, 4:30-7:00 pm. Join us for
dinner and discussion, followed by Forgiveness Vespers.
In March we will have our annual Lenten Overnight Retreat on Friday-Saturday, March 17-18.
Mark your calendars!
In Christ's Love, Kouli Pouridis and June Likourinou, GOYA Advisors

Orthodox Family Fellowship
What a fun snow day! We had a great time playing in the snow! We were a small but mighty group,
but we look forward to more of you participating at our next OFF event.
With FDF around the corner, OFF will take a brief hiatus. Our next event will be the annual Lenten
Mini-Retreat, on Saturday, March 4, 9:00 am-1:30 pm, for kids 4-11 years old. Mark your calendar!
We thank Elaine Bucy and Timi Zondiros for their great leadership they have offered for this ministry
the past few years, and we welcome our new OFF Advisors, Jelena Boskovic and Amy Khuri.
In Christ, Father Matthew and the OFF Advisors

“I know My own and My own know Me.”
(John 10:14)

Please prayerfully fill out and return your
2017 Stewardship Pledge Card.
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“I have become all things
to all men, that I might
by all means save some.
I do it all for the sake of
the Gospel.”
(1 Corinthians 9:22-23)
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Greek Folk Dance
Greetings from the Folk Dance Ministry! As
we approach our busiest month of the year, we
would like to announce several of our upcoming
events. But first, a HUGE THANK YOU to the Ladies Philoptochos Society for their generous donation to
our ministry! We are so grateful for your support and, with your help, we are purchasing new Samos
costumes for our Delfinia dance group. You will see the new costumes when our kids dance at the annual
luncheon in a couple weeks.
We invite you all to join us at our Annual Glendi on Saturday, February 11 at 7:00 pm in Panos Hall.
There will be LIVE music, heavy appetizers and a cash bar. See our flyer in The Desert Messenger (Page 8). It
will be an evening you do not want to miss! Tickets may be purchased after Church services on Sundays or in
the Church Office. For any questions, please email stjohngreekdance@gmail.com or contact Bessie
Stavropoulos at (702) 326-1522.
The next day following Liturgy, join us for our Annual FDF Preview Luncheon. Our dance groups
will display their performances that they have worked so hard to produce. Come enjoy lunch and see dances
from Samos, Naxos, Epirus, Thrace and Pontos. Lunch tickets are only $10 per person. Tell your family and
friends so we can show our love and support to all the groups!
We look forward to seeing you at our events!
The Folk Dance Board

Moms & Tots
Glory to God!
We are officially into 2017 and it has been such a pleasure seeing new moms and current
moms and their kiddos attending Moms & Tots!
Last meeting Father Matthew gave a wonderful talk about why we (moms and our
children) show up for Moms & Tots at St. John the Baptist Greek Orthodox Church. He
mentioned we can do the same kind of group anywhere with other moms. But why here? Because we are all
in the same boat. We are moms with the daily struggles of raising our children and doing so while in the
Orthodox Church. We are united in a way that we share each other’s burdens, lift each other up, and pray for
one another – united in the Body of Christ.
Which then led into Father Matthew’s second part of our talk: Praying with our children in front of
icons. Remember, God is always in the room – we show our children the power of prayer and the daily need
for it by praying in front of our icons. Icons are windows, the visual depiction of the Holy Gospel. This is the
perfect way to relate the Bible to our children, to show them and describe to them the life of Christ and how
we are to model after Him.
So we leave you with this: You are not alone. Come be with other moms and children. Play, laugh,
and talk. Remember that God is with us. Pray. Pray in the morning and at night with your children.
Our next meeting will be on Tuesday, February 14 at 10:30 am in Kokkos Hall. If you are willing
and able to bring a small brunch-like appetizer, please RSVP with your yummy special treat the day before.
(Please specify if your dish has any nuts/peanut butter.)
Looking forward to another meeting!
In Christ, Presvytera Annie Swehla and Cassie Bieker

Lord, now let Your servant depart in peace, according to Your word.
For my eyes have seen Your salvation,
which You have prepared before the face of all peoples;
a light to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of Your people Israel.
(Prayer of St. Symeon)
11

The Desert Messenger

Adult and Young Adult Ministries
Young Adults
Join us this month on Saturday, February 11 at 7:00 pm for the Glendi at Panos Hall. This will be an
exciting night of heavy appetizers, live music, dancing, and fellowship – plus a cash bar. It is only $25 per
person. The young adults will have their own table, so we can all be together and have a great time! We look
forward to seeing all of you that night! If you are interested in joining us at our table, contact Niko Asim
at (248) 298-6735.
In Christ, Nicholas Asim and Anthony Kunard, YA Advisors

Mr. & Mrs. ~ A Couples Fellowship
Thank you Bill and Erin for hosting a wonderful dinner in January! This month

Jeremy and Amy Bauck will host dinner on Saturday, February 25 at 6:00 pm. Join us
for a last hurrah before Lent begins! We will have a potluck dinner, so bring your favorite
non-meat dish to share. RSVP with Amy, Jeremy, or Father Matthew.
In Christ, Father John, Father Matthew, and their Presvyteres

Kali Parea ~ “Good Company” for the 40+ Crowd
Come dance the night away with Kali Parea as we support our Folk Dance Ministry’s annual Glendi.
Enjoy live music and good company with musicians from Greece on Saturday, February 11 at 7:00 pm in
Panos Hall. We have reserved a table for Kali Parea, please see me for your ticket.
Demetrious Asim, Kali Parea Advisor

Forerunners ~ The Seniors of St. John the Baptist
Thanks to Bernadette Anthony and the Ladies Philoptochos Society, our Senior Luncheon in January
began with prayer and the cutting of a Vasilopita. Everyone present received a piece: Father John, Father
Matthew and Father Paul were in attendance and did the honors. A most delicious lunch of kabobs,
Armenian rice pilaf, and salad followed – prepared by Gary and his crew.
After indulging in food, drink and dessert, our group was entertained by Richard’s Radio Theater.
We were taken all the way back to 1935 with the Fibber McGee and Molly Radio Show, which entertained
us all for years until 1956. The couple was portrayed by a real live married couple – Jim and Marian Jordan.
This was followed by a performance that took us back to The Baby Snooks Show with the famous Fanny
Brice. We finished off our gathering with raffle prizes and Bingo.
Our next Luncheon meeting will take place on Tuesday, February 14 –
Valentine’s Day – at 11:30 pm. Lunch will be hosted by Atria Senior Living.
I smell barbecued ribs in the air!
Following our February meeting, we will return to Mondays once again.
We will announce the dates at our February meeting.
Looking forward to more of you joining us this month, and as always
sending our love, prayers and thoughts to all our homebound seniors.
Love in Christ, Victoria Xikis, for the Forerunners – the Seniors of St. John the Baptist

“For if you forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father also will forgive you;
But if you do not forgive men their trespasses, neither will your Father
forgive your trespasses.” (Matthew 6:14-15)
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Our Community Registry

ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST
GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH

Marriages: Na Zisete!

5300 S. El Camino Rd.
Las Vegas, NV 89118

Joseph Markakis and Shannon Amati on January 1, 2017.
Koumbara: Kiriaki Markakis.

Rev. Father John Hondros
frjohn@vegasgreekorthodox.com

Christopher Rodriguez and Stephanie Kushnir on January 7, 2017.
Koumbara: Christina Kushnir.

Fallen Asleep in the Lord: Eternal Memory!
Mary Sava on December 20, 2016. Funeral on December 28.

Rev. Father Matthew Swehla
frmatthew@vegasgreekorthodox.com
Karen Rawlinson
Administrative Assistant
Rebekah Black
Bookkeeper
Mara Braun
Catering & Events

Office Hours

Orthodox Bookstore

Monday - Friday 9:00 am - 5:00 pm

Hello from the Bookstore!
This month we are featuring The Feasts of the
Lord by Metropolitan Hierotheos of Nafpaktos. It is
an introduction to the twelve great feasts and to
Orthodox Christology. From Chapter 8, “The Raising of
Lazaros and the Entrance of Christ into Jerusalem”:
“We have already pointed out at the beginning
that the feast of the raising of Lazaros is closely related
to Christ’s triumphal entry into Jerusalem. The
raising of Lazaros is a type of the Resurrection of Christ in three days and
the General Resurrection of mankind. And furthermore, the triumphal
reception of Christ in Jerusalem took place precisely because the Jews
marveled at this astounding event.”
ICXC NIKA, Constantine Frangakis, Bookstore Director

Telephone: (702) 221-8245
Fax: (702) 221-9167
www.vegasgreekorthodox.com
Parish Council: Gus Flangas
Philoptochos: Bernadette Anthony
Stewardship & Community Outreach:
Justina Szukiewicz
Choir: Athena Mertes
Chanters & Youth Choir:
Presvytera Maria Hondros
Church School: Eileen Koutsulis
Altar Servers: Alex & Eric Szukiewicz
GOYA:
Kouli Pouridis & June Likourinou
Orthodox Family Fellowship:
Jelena Boskovic & Amy Khuri
Moms & Tots:
Presv. Annie Swehla & Cassie Bieker

Memories of the
St. John the Baptist
Name Day Luncheon
2017

Young Adults:
Nicholas Asim & Anthony Kunard
Greek Folk Dance:
Sia Dalacas
Greek School: Paula Kelesis
Mr. & Mrs.:
Fr. John, Fr. Matthew & Presvyteres
Kali Parea: Demetri Asim
Adult Basketball: George Chomakos
Forerunners: Marie & Gary Setian
Orthodox Bookstore:
Constantine Frangakis
Bill Andrews Library: Susan Stamis
Greek Food Festival: Gus Flangas
Hellenic Historical Society:
Cheryl Pandelis and Susan Stamis
Photography: Bill Bruninga
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Special Notice Regarding Panos Hall Floors . . .
The cork floors in Panos Hall will be stripped, repaired and resurfaced from February 16 though the
end of the month. To ensure the success of this major project, we ask that all ministries and organizations
refrain from activities in Panos Hall during this period. Fellowship will take place in the Foyer. Thank you!

“I know My own and My own know Me.”
STEWARDSHIP 2017

2017 Stewardship Report (as of 1/17/17)
Stewardship Gifts Pledged: $231,062 ($400,948 total in 2016)
Stewardship Gifts Received: $47,317
Unfulfilled Pledge Balance: $183,745
Stewardship Families Pledged: 208 (443 total in 2016)
Average Pledge: $1,110.88* ($905 in 2016)
* Every month this number decreases as the year progresses

Church Account Summaries ~ December 2016
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6

15

Tuesday

4:30 pm Greek Classes 10:30 am Bible Study
6:00 pm Adult Choir
Practice in Choir Loft
7:00 pm Adult Study

28

26

27 Lent Begins
8:45 am Orthros
6:30 pm Great
10:00 am Divine Liturgy Compline
4:30 pm GOYA Dinner
and Discussion
6:00 pm Forgiveness
Vespers

10:00 am Divine Liturgy
at Lake Havasu

11

9:00 am Divine Liturgy
in McGill

4

Saturday

17

8:00 am Orthros
9:00 am Divine Liturgy
and Memorial

18 Saturday of Souls

7:00 pm Folk Dance
Iconographers Arrive! GLENDI in Panos Hall

8:00 am Orthros
9:00 am Divine Liturgy
and Artoclasia

10 St. Haralambos

3

Friday

24

8:00 am Orthros
9:00 am Divine Liturgy
and Memorial
6:00 pm M&Ms at
Bauck Home

25 Saturday of Souls

Folk Dance Festival in San Diego February 16 - 20

6:00 pm Parish
Council Meeting

23

16

8:45 am Orthros
10:00 am Divine Liturgy
and Artoclasia
12:30 pm Philoptochos
Meeting in Kokkos Hall

20

19

15

10:30 am Moms &
4:30 pm Greek Classes
Tots in Kokkos Hall
7:00 pm Adult Study
11:30 am Forerunners
Luncheon in Panos Hall

14

9

4:30 pm Greek Classes 10:30 am Bible Study
6:00 pm Dance Board
7:00 pm Adult Study

8

22

7:30 pm Adult
Basketball

8:45 am Orthros
10:00 am Divine Liturgy
Youth Choir Chants
Folk Dance Luncheon

7

Thursday

2 Meeting of Our Lord
4:30 pm Greek Classes in The Temple
5:00 pm Orthros
(Celebrated Feb. 1)
6:00 pm Divine Liturgy 10:30 am Bible Study
(Meeting of Our Lord)
7:30 pm Adult Study

1

Wednesday

21

13

12

8:45 am Orthros
7:30 pm Adult
10:00 am Divine Liturgy Basketball
12:15 pm Youth Choir
Practice in 4th/5th Class
Best Wings Contest

5

Monday

Greek Folk Dance Practice Schedule:
Sundays: 12:45 - 1:30 pm Liondaria;
1:15 - 2:45 pm Delfinia & Elliniki Iperifania
Tuesdays: 6:00 - 7:30 pm Delfinia & Elliniki Iperifania

Sunday

FEBRUARY 2017 ~ IN THE YEAR OF THE LORD
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“Be Mine.” Love, God

The Desert Messenger

The Way of the Lord
The time is now at hand for us to
start upon the spiritual contest and to
gain the victory over demonic powers.
Let us put on the armor of abstinence and
clothe ourselves in the glory of the angels.
With boldness Moses spoke to
the Creator, and he heard the voice of
the invisible God. In Your love for man,
O Lord, grant us with the same boldness
to venerate Your Passion and
Your Holy Resurrection.
(Doxastikon, Orthros, Sunday of Forgiveness)

Lent Begins on
Monday, February 27.

