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From
Father
John

Beloved in Christ:
As we prepare during this holy season – through
prayer, fasting, confession and almsgiving – to approach the
cave where our pre-eternal Lord Jesus Christ is born in the
flesh, let us pause and take a moment to reflect on whom God
allowed to be present at this significant event in our salvation.
In the Gospel according to St. Matthew, we read that the Magi – or
“wise men” – were led by a star to the place where Christ was born, so that
they might worship Him. (Matthew 2:1-2) As our Orthodox hymn for the
Nativity proclaims, “those who had been star-worshipers learned through a
star to worship You.” The Magi traveled from the East, from a place far
away from ancient Israel, signifying that even with Jesus’ Birth God was calling the Gentiles to worship Him
as Messiah. St. John Chrysostom explains that it was not an ordinary star that led the Magi, “as it appeared
in mid-day, even brighter than the beams of the sun,” but rather “it was a power highly endowed with
reason.” Just like the pillar of the cloud – a manifestation of the Presence of God – guided the ancient Jews
in the desert, the star appeared when it was needful for the faithful Magi, who followed Him out of
obedience and love, and yet remained hidden from the evil Herod who sought to destroy the Christ-child
because he feared for his own throne. Similarly, the leaders of the temple who had taught and had access to
all the prophecies were also, due to their lack of faith and love, unable to ascertain where the birth of the
Messiah took place. Even today, the Holy Spirit, like the star, leads people of all walks to Christ and His
Church, while nominal Christians and anti-Christians remain spiritually blind.
In St. Luke’s Gospel account, the shepherds – who represent the Jewish poor – were the first to
worship the Christ-child. The angelic revelation occurred as the shepherds were “out in the field, keeping
watch over their flock by night.” (Luke 2:8-9) As with the Apostles, the shepherds were humble men of
God, servants with integrity, who unlike the temple leaders did not rely on others for their livelihood but
toiled and labored night and day to put food on their table. The glory of the heavens and the announcement
of the Lord’s Birth were not revealed to people in high positions in the religious circles, but rather to the
meek and lowly – similar to today’s blue-collar workers – who tended to their flock at night while the elite
slept in the comfort of their homes. After receiving the message from the angel, the shepherds “went with
haste, and found Mary and Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger.” (Luke 2:16) Because of their pure
faith and love, the shepherds were the first to worship the Good Shepherd: How much more should we,
who are the rational flock of Christ – as members of His Body – readily and humbly worship Him Who
dwells in the manger of our hearts!
As the Lord continues revealing the glory of His love to people of all races, ethnicities, social classes
and, yes, spiritual backgrounds, let us not resist – rather, we must willingly and warmly embrace all who
journey toward the fullness of Christ in His Holy Orthodox Church. On the Feast of our Lord’s Nativity let
us join the Magi, shepherds and angels in proclaiming: “Glory in the highest to Him Who in the cave this

day is born of the Virgin and Theotokos, in Bethlehem of Judah.” (First Kathisma, Nativity Orthros)
With love in Christ,
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WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Sundays: 8:45 am Orthros ~ 10:00 am Divine Liturgy
Church School follows Holy Communion
Sunday, December 3/14th Sunday of Luke/

Sunday, December 24/Sunday Before and Eve of

Prophet Zephaniah

the Nativity of Christ/Ancestors of Christ/
Prophets and Prophetesses, especially Prophet
Daniel and the Three Youths/Martyr Evgenia

Orthros: Tone One
Resurrection Gospel (Orthros): Luke 24:1-12
Epistle: Ephesians 5:8-19
Gospel: Luke 18:35-43

Orthros: Tone Four
Resurrection Gospel (Orthros): John 20:1-10

Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom

Wednesday, December 6/St. Nicholas of Myra,

Epistle: Hebrews 11:9-10, 32-40
Gospel: Matthew 1:1-25

the Wonderworker
8:00 am Orthros
9:00 am Divine Liturgy

Sunday Evening, December 24

Epistle: Hebrews 13:17-21
Gospel: Luke 6:17-23

6:00 pm Great Vespers of the Holy Nativity

Sunday, December 10/10th Sunday of Luke/

of Our Lord, God and Savior Jesus Christ
9:00 am Orthros
10:00 am Divine Liturgy of St. Basil the Great

Monday, December 25/The Nativity in the Flesh

Holy Martyrs Minas, Hermogenes, and Efgraphos
Orthros: Tone Two
Resurrection Gospel (Orthros): Luke 24:13-35
Epistle: Ephesians 6:10-17
Gospel: Luke 13:10-17

Epistle: Galatians 4:4-7
Gospel: Matthew 2:1-20

Wednesday, December 27/St. Stephen the

Archdeacon and First Martyr
8:00 am Orthros
9:00 am Divine Liturgy

Tuesday, December 12/St. Spyridon of

Trimythous, the Wonderworker
8:00 am Orthros
9:00 am Divine Liturgy

Epistle: Acts of the Apostles 6:8-15; 7:1-5, 47-60
Gospel: Matthew 21:33-42

Epistle: Ephesians 5:8-19
Gospel: John 10:9-16

Sunday, December 31/Sunday After the Nativity/

Sunday, December 17/11th Sunday of Luke/

Holy and Righteous Joseph the Betrothed/David
the King/James (Iakovos), the Brother of the Lord

Holy Forefathers of Christ/Prophet Daniel and the
Three Holy Youths/St. Dionysios of Zakynthos

Orthros: Tone Five (First Plagal)
Resurrection Gospel (Orthros): John 20:11-18
Epistle: 2 Timothy 4:5-8
Gospel: Mark 1:1-8

Orthros: Tone Three
Resurrection Gospel (Orthros): Luke 24:36-53
Epistle: Colossians 3:4-11
Gospel: Luke 14:16-24

Monday, January 1/Circumcision of Christ/

Christmas Pageant follows Liturgy

St. Basil the Great and his mother Emelia
9:00 am Orthros
10:00 am Divine Liturgy of St. Basil the Great

“I am the Good Shepherd.
The Good Shepherd lays down His life
for the sheep.” (John 10:11)

Epistle: Colossians 2:8-12
Gospel: Luke 2:21-20, 40-52

O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord!
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SUNDAY SCHEDULE
DECEMBER 3: STEWARDSHIP COMMITMENT SUNDAY

Ushers: Kouli Pouridis, Skip Ruffner, Bessie Stavropoulos, George Bochanis, Demetrious Asim
and Pete Tsolis
Memorials: George Arvanites (1 year); Katerina Renner (3 years)
Fellowship: Stewardship All-Stars Luncheon

DECEMBER 10: PARISH COUNCIL ELECTIONS

Ushers: Demetrious Asim, Gus Flangas, Mark Karris, Stacy Mavrantonis, Justina Szukiewicz
and John Koutsulis
Fellowship: Philoptochos

DECEMBER 17: CHRISTMAS PAGEANT
Ushers: Bessie Stavropoulos, George Bochanis, Demetrious Asim, Kouli Pouridis, Skip Ruffner
and Mark Karris
Memorials: Nick Karidsiotis (1 year); Spero Kontos (5 years)
Artoclasia: Helen Birtas, for St. Anastasia
Fellowship: “Fasolada” ~ Greek Folk Dance

DECEMBER 24: CHRISTMAS EVE
Ushers: Entire Parish Council
Fellowship: Young Adults

DECEMBER 31
Ushers: Kouli Pouridis, Skip Ruffner, Bessie Stavropoulos, George Bochanis, Demetrious Asim
and Pete Tsolis
Fellowship: The Koutsulis Family

“But when the time had fully come, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman . . .
so that we might receive adoption as sons.” (Galatians 4:4-5)

Christmas Eve and Christmas Day Services
Sunday, December 24
Eve of the Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ
8:45 am Orthros
10:00 am Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom
6:00 pm Great Vespers
Monday, December 25
Nativity of Our Lord, God and Savior Jesus Christ
9:00 am Orthros
10:00 am Divine Liturgy of St. Basil the Great
As Christmas Eve falls on a Sunday, we will have Liturgy on Sunday morning and Great Vespers on
Sunday evening (without Holy Communion). Please be prepared to receive Holy Communion at both
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day Liturgies. Join us as we worship the New-Born King!
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The Priests, Parish Council and the
Stewardship & Community Outreach Committee
Invite You to Join Us for the Annual

Stewardship
Luncheon
Honoring Sophia Leonis,
Kiki Mavrantonis
and Ramona Tasios

Sunday, December 3
Following Divine Liturgy
Panos Hall
Join us as we pay tribute to three MVPs . . .
Most Valuable Parishioners!
Free-Will Offering
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Parish Council Elections ~ 2018-19 Term
Sunday, December 10 ~ following Liturgy ~ Panos Hall Foyer

Six available positions ~ Our Nominees are:
Karl Beeman
Adam Bieker
Spero Demoleas
Gus Flangas
Nicholas Leventis
John Matsis

Stacy Mavrantonis
John Nicholas
Kouli Pouridis
Gary Rihani
Bessie Stavropoulos

All 2017 Stewards are eligible to vote!

#VEGAS STRONG. ORTHODOXY STRONG.
LET’S MAKE STEWARDSHIP
STRONG IN 2018!
PLEASE PRAYERFULLY FILL OUT
YOUR 2018 PLEDGE CARD AND RETURN IT
AT THE DIVINE LITURGY ON
STEWARDSHIP COMMITMENT SUNDAY
DECEMBER 3, 2017. GOD BLESS US ALL!
COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS CARD
2017 Christmas Card Submission Form
Name & Phone or Email: ________________________________________________________________________________________
Print Your Name as you wish it to appear on the card (names only ~ no greeting, please):
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Donation: $20 per family ~ Deadline: Sunday, December 3, 2017
Please submit form & payment to Philoptochos c/o St. John Church.
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We hope that everyone had a great Thanksgiving Holiday. We just had our Parish
Assembly on Sunday, November 19, and we were able to accomplish much in a relatively short
period of time. All in all, it was a very smooth and informative meeting, and we sincerely hope
that we answered everyone’s questions adequately. The only drawback of the meeting was the
relatively low attendance. We urge everyone to take the time to attend the Parish Assemblies
and learn about the administration of the Church. We take great strides to maintain complete transparency
and we sincerely want everyone to know how things operate. Moreover, we want to receive meaningful input
and ideas to help us all do things better. Improvement is a continuous process and the more people involved
in the effort, the better we can and will be.
At the Parish Assembly, we approved the 2018 Budget and the new Parish Bylaws. Much effort went
into preparing both. There were several meetings and several revisions made to the Budget before bringing it
to the Assembly and we want to specifically thank Bessie Stavropoulos for all her hard work in putting the
Budget together. Our current Bylaws were decades old and in dire need of being updated. The Bylaws were
drafted pursuant to the Uniform Parish Regulations, Nevada Law, IRS regulations, and our Parish’s norms
and customs. Shortly after the Assembly, they were submitted to the Metropolis and have already been
approved. They are now official. We also selected an Elections Committee for the Parish Council Elections,
which will take place on Sunday, December 10, and an Audit Committee to perform an internal audit. We
want to thank all those who stepped up to serve on these two very important committees. Of particular
import, during the meeting we received numerous nominations for election to the Parish Council, most of
which were accepted. This indicates that more of our Stewards are having a greater interest in being part of
the governance of the Church.
The numbers are in for the 2017 Greek Food Festival! We grossed around $930,000 and had expenses
of around $590,000 for a net of approximately $340,000. Although we were able to cut our food and supply
expenses, our expenses overall were somewhat higher this year over last year for several reasons. To begin,
the person who won the car last year opted to take the $25,000 cash option versus the person who won the
car this year, who opted to take the car. This increased our expenses by $13,000 (the price of the car minus
$25,000). In addition, we gave 10 percent of what we made on the raffle to the International Orthodox
Christian Charities to aid the victims of the hurricanes that ravaged parts of our country. We also spent
several thousand dollars more on radio and direct social media advertising, and added some additional shuttle
buses to reduce the wait times at the shuttle stops. One particular expense that went up was the hired labor
expense. We ended up paying around $38,000 in hired labor costs. If we do not start getting more
volunteers, this expense is going to continue rising. Overall, it was a very successful Festival and we hope to
continue building on that success.
As we stated last month, we are presently getting ready to start our 2018 Stewardship Commitment
Drive, beginning with the Stewardship All-Stars Luncheon which will be held in Panos Hall on Sunday,
December 3 right after the Liturgy. Please attend and enjoy the great food and fellowship. Moreover, as you
contemplate your Stewardship Pledge for the coming year, please pray, look into your heart, and think about
how much the Church provides you, and the direction you would like your Church to take.
Pertaining to the Iconography, we have now submitted all the necessary paperwork for our 501(c)(3)
designation. It may take several months for the IRS to approve us even on expedited basis. Once we are
approved, we will again work with the US Immigration Services to get approval for the Iconographers to
come to Las Vegas and finish their work. We will continue to keep everyone informed of any
developments. Please do not hesitate to ask if you have any specific questions.
In closing, we want to again thank the various Church ministries and organizations, and the many
individuals for all the work they do and have done to help us secure the future of the Church for ourselves and
most importantly, our children. It clearly takes a lot of work from the entire community to maintain our
Church. Please step forward whenever you can and pitch in. We know many activities are always
happening, but they are extremely important. Please get involved as we move forward to make our Church
better.
Have a Blessed Christmas! Gus Flangas, Parish Council President

Parish
Council
Report
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Notes from the Choir Loft
Please mark your calendars for a very important Choir
Rehearsal on Wednesday, December 20 at 6:00 pm in the Choir
Loft. We will be preparing hymns for Christmas Eve Liturgy on
Sunday morning, December 24 as well as for the Great Vespers of
the Nativity that evening at 6:00 pm – the Choir will be singing for both
services this year.
If you are interested in singing with the Choir, please join us for
rehearsal and Sunday Liturgies!
Merry Christmas! Athena Mertes, Choir Director

December 12: St. Spyridon
the Wonderworker,
Bishop of Trimythous
Some thieves went into Spyridon’s
pasture. When they had seized as many
rams as they wanted, they tried to leave the
field, but an invisible force riveted them to
the earth and they could not move from the
spot. At dawn, the bishop came to the
pasture, and, seeing the thieves, reproached
them mildly and told them to try, in future,
to live by their own labor and not by
thieving. He then caught a ram and gave it
to them, saying: ‘Take this, so that your
trouble and night vigil should not have been
in vain’, and he sent them away in peace.
(The Prologue from Ochrid)

Philoptochos Album
Members of the Panagia
Philoptochos Chapter were
present as Vegas Magazine
honored Sue Manteris, who raised
$20,000 for the Leukemia and
Lymphoma Society. Our ladies
also presented Greg Zanis with an
icon, in gratitude for the 58 crosses
he hand carved in memory of the
victims of the October 1 massacre.
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My Dearest Sisters of Philoptochos,
The holiday season is upon us! This year has flown by! As
we prepare for Christmas, let us create room in our hearts and
minds for the Nativity of our Lord.
This past month the Philoptochos was very busy. We celebrated the patron Saints
of Philoptochos, Saints Cosmas and Damianos, taking up a collection for the Ecumenical
Patriarchate and hosting a Fellowship – thanks to Alis Dokakis, who did a beautiful job!
On November 2 we attended “Vegas Gives,” a fundraiser held for different charities. Among the
several women that Vegas Magazine honored was our very own Sue Manteris. Sue chose to raise money for
the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society because it is leading the research to cure the rare kind of Leukemia that
took her grandson Michael from them. The event was a huge success and Sue raised $20,000 for the
Leukemia and Lymphoma Society. We are so proud of Sue!
On November 4 we had our pastry baking day. Thank you to our incredible team that came out to
bake our Christmas pastries! A special thank you to our lead bakers, Eleni Kakavulias and Kiki Mavrantonis,
with the assistance of Marika Lamancusa. The pastries came out delicious! Thank you to Rahel Kiflezgi for
the coffee and donuts, Bernadette Anthony for lunch and Amanda Flangas and Amy Hill for the fruit. We
cannot forget the wonderful men, George Kakavulias, Sam Koutsulis and Stacy Mavrantonis – as well as our
youth who loved doing the powder sugar and the pastry cups. We had over 30 beautiful ladies that worked
tirelessly and with such great enthusiasm. I am really grateful to all of you! Now let’s sell all the pastries!
On November 5 our Philoptochos Board hosted a baby shower for Presvytera Olenka Ramos, who is
expecting her second baby. It was a cheerful and beautiful event with over 70 ladies who came to express
their love and embrace to our young Presvytera. A special thanks is extended to Cheryl Pandelis for chairing
the event and to the Board Members who participated and helped. Congratulations to Presvytera Olenka and
Father Seraphim Ramos in anticipation of their baby to come.
On November 12, on behalf of St. John the Baptist Greek Orthodox Church and our Ladies
Philoptohos, we presented an icon of Panagia to a wonderful man, Mr. Greg Zanis. This icon was a humble
gift in light of Mr. Zanis’ unprecedented kind gesture for the victims and their families following the October
1 shootings. Mr. Zanis is a Greek-American carpenter from Illinois who made 58 crosses to honor the victims
who lost their lives. Our city and state will always remember his Christian kindness and humanity. May
God bless him as he continues comforting people.
On November 12, we had our General Meeting with our hands-on project – packing food bags for the
children at Edna Hinman Elementary School. Thank you to all the ladies who attended and helped, and
especially our Social Services Chairwoman Geri Kypreos for organizing the project.
With open arms we welcome our new Philoptochos members: Stephanie Demoleas, Helen GretsasDimario, Alis Dokakis, Willie Howard, Tina Liaos, Mia Paton, Mary Ruettiger and Laura Vesa.
Here are our upcoming events:
December 2: Pastry Packing. Amanda Flangas and Tamara Flangas are again our wonderful
chairwomen for our pastry packing day! Please come and join us at 9:00 am in Kokkos Hall and help us pack
and decorate the pastries – we need many hands. The pastry sale is our biggest fundraiser of the year which
enables us to support our programs. For more information, please contact Tamara at (702) 592-2806 or
aramatx@aol.com.
December 5: Christmas Party. Jelena Boskovic is our creative chairlady for our holiday party, which
will be at Maggiano’s Little Italy (3200 S. Las Vegas Blvd Las Vegas, NV 89109) at 6:00 pm. The cost is $50
per person. Please make your reservation with your payment early, as seating is limited. Please contact
Jelena at (917) 684-1329 or ellenabosk@gmail.com.
December 10: Fellowship. Two hostesses are needed for this Fellowship. Please contact Benita
Beeman at (702) 885-6217 or bgbeeman@cox.net to offer your help.
I would like to wish you a wonderful Christmas Season and may the Nativity of Christ fill your hearts
with love and joy!
With Love in Christ, Vicky Palivos, Philoptochos President

Philoptochos
News
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Stewardship and Community Outreach
“I can do all things in Christ Who strengthens me.” (Philippians 4:13) This is what makes
“Orthodoxy Strong!”
The 2018 Stewardship Drive is upon us, so every parishioner on the mailing list should have the
upcoming year’s Stewardship Pledge information in hand by now. If this is not the case, please contact the
Church Office during the week, or a Parish Council member at Sunday’s Liturgy to obtain a packet.
Please remember the critical fact that the financial well being of our beloved community of St. John
the Baptist is dependent on each of us giving generously, with a joyful heart; and this must be the utmost of
priority in our lives. You may ask: Why? Well, the simple answer is because Christ said to do so!
One closing point: Your Stewardship Committee spends a large amount of time each year attempting
to encourage Stewards with unfulfilled pledges to follow through with their commitment. This is
unfortunate in the sense that a pledge is synonymous with a promise. Please help us meet our budgetary
needs and become a Steward if you are not already; and if you are a Steward we thank God for the support
you offer our parish.
With Love, Justina Szukiewicz, on behalf of the Stewardship and Outreach Committee

Orthodox Bookstore
This month we are featuring The Arena by Saint Ignatius Brianchaninov.
Although this book contains guidelines which were written for monks,
there is much value for all Orthodox Christians who desire to come closer to God
and live the spiritual life as prescribed by the Church for the salvation of our souls.
From Chapter 33, On the Necessity for Courage in Temptations:
“Your faith in the holy sacrament of confession will save you; the grace of
God present in the sacrament of confession will heal you. By constant and
persistent attacks upon us the fallen spirit tries to sow and grow in us the seeds of
sin, to habituate us to some form of sin by frequently reminding us of it, to arouse
in us a special propensity for it, and to turn this form of sin into a habit as if it were
a natural property. A sinful habit is called a passion (or vice); it deprives a man of
freedom and makes him a prisoner, a slave of sin and of the fallen angel.”
We are now offering Gift Cards for our Orthodox Bookstore for sale in any
amount – these make excellent Christmas gifts!
Until next month, God willing, ICXC NIKA, Constantine Frangakis, Bookstore Director

Our Community Registry
Baptized into Christ: Na Mas Zisi!
Zoe, daughter of Joshua and Sevasti Miller, on November 4, 2017.
Godparent: Michaela Wheeler.

Fallen Asleep in the Lord: Eternal Memory!
Barbara Gialketsis on October 16, 2017. Funeral on October 28.
Anthony Demetros on November 13, 2017. Trisagion on November 17.
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From Father Seraphim
For many today, Christmas is little more than ugly
sweaters and eggnog, a celebration of celebrating. Family
togetherness and merriment have their place, but it is first the
mystery of Emmanuel, and not noise and bustle, that truly
characterizes this season. This month I invite you to sit and look
more deeply at the icon of the Nativity – for it is a reflection of our
life. Take in the icon as a whole. Observe how the various scenes
of activity depicted around the central focus – the miracle in the
depths of a cave – do not interfere with the prevailing sense of
peace in the icon. For by coming in the flesh Jesus Christ gave
mankind peace with God, his neighbor and within himself. Each
group of individuals within the icon seem to display a different
level of connection with the events of that night. Likewise, in the
present day, people have different levels of relationship with their
Creator. The scenes surrounding the cave testify to the Incarnation’s effect upon the whole world.
Populations of both young and old, men and women, poor and rich, man and beast, the visible and invisible
are all present and witnessing the miracle of God’s appearance among men.
Taking our time across the scenes of the icon, we perceive a progression in awareness of God. In the
garb of kings we see the Magi who, with their physical eyes saw an infant, but with their heart and mind saw
God. These wise men when written in Orthodox iconography are depicted as being of different ages, which
emphasizes the fact that revelation is given to men independently of their years of worldly experience.
Adjacent to the cave we see the simple and humble shepherd receiving the glad tidings from an angel. (Luke
2:12) At the base of the cave we often see two maidens washing the infant Christ. From The Protevangelion of
James we know that least one of the midwives doubted the Panagia’s virginity. Their demeanor, therefore,
represents those who even when seeing, do not believe. Lastly in the lower left we see St. Joseph. His
location within the scene is not shown at the central part of the composition in order to emphasize that
Christ was born of a Virgin. He sits, perhaps simply marveling at the perplexing nature of God. Most
accurately put, in the person of Joseph, the icon discloses not only his personal drama, but the drama of all
mankind – the difficulty of accepting that which is beyond words or reason. Even today we can relate to
Joseph’s look: It is a marvelous yet mystifying thing to contemplate our God, willingly helpless as a baby, yet
all powerful.
No matter the external activity surrounding us (shopping and parties, decorations, travel and
cooking), in the cave of the human heart there is the Presence of Christ gifted to us in our Baptism. There is
peace and stillness, joy and quiet. In such a manner the Son of God entered the world – born in the silence of
midnight, while the busy world which did not care was asleep. Only a few shepherds keeping vigil and the
speechless animals could hear the joyous angelic singing. In this quietness the heavens were opened and the
“Joyous Light” of Christ’s Presence was manifested. In this silence God’s gift is revealed and only in this
silence can we approach him and offer our gifts. What could Christ want from us? What can a human give to
God? As St. Gregory the Theologian puts it, “Let us become like Christ, since Christ became like us. Let us
become gods for His sake, since for ours He became man . . . . Let us give all, offer all, but one can give nothing
like oneself, understanding the Mystery, and becoming for His sake all that He became for ours.”
Beloved fellow Christians, I believe it is possible to harmonize the many separate scenes and activities
of our lives amidst the chaos and the noise, the lights and the hustle, and make this season peaceful: If we can
reserve the center of our life, our heart and our love, for our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, His Holy Mother,
our neighbor, and our Church.
With Love in Christ,
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Youth and Family Ministries
Church School
Blessed Nativity!
I want to wish you a wonderful Advent! I am sure we are all excited about all of the activities going
on. This is a perfect time to get involved and meet great people and make lifelong friends. I would like to
thank the parents who have registered their children. Please, keep the registrations coming; we are always
accepting new students to learn about our wonderful Faith.
We will have our annual Christmas Pageant on Sunday, December 17, following Divine Liturgy in
the Church. The actors will be in costumes, and all other participants will wear their “Sunday best.” We will
have a mandatory Pageant Rehearsal on Saturday, December 16, 10:30 am (sharp!) until noon. Please let
me know if you have any questions or concerns.
In Christ, Eileen Koutsulis, Church School Director (702) 521-6516 or vivaleenie@cox.net

Youth Choir News
“Great Job” on Sunday, November 12 – now we have to work on arriving a little earlier!
The Youth Choir will have a Rehearsal on Sunday, December 3 at 12:15 pm immediately
after Church School, in our usual spot. We have to practice our Christmas music as well as our
regular hymns, so please be prompt! We will chant the Divine Liturgy on Sunday, December
10. Please be on time at 9:40 am so we can start the Doxology together on time.
Wishing all our Youth Choir members and families a very Blessed Christmas and a Healthy New Year.
Love in Christ, Presvytera Maria

Moms & Tots
“Oh come all ye faithful! Joyful and triumphant! . . . Christ is Born!”
What a beautiful time it is as we come to celebrate the Birth of our Lord! Just as we
were once (or are) anticipating the joyous miracle of our precious children being born, now we
anxiously await the arrival of our Savior Jesus Christ, Who blesses us and guides us in our
parenting efforts.
Our Most Holy Theotokos, submitted herself to God’s will and carried the Logos and nurtured Him
while He nurtured her. Likewise, we shall continue making efforts to be more like our Holy Mother,
following God’s will as we nurture our children in the Church. Please join us in celebrating the season of our
Lord’s Nativity at Moms & Tots!
Our next meeting will be on Tuesday, December 12 at 10:30 am inside Panos Hall Foyer. Please join
us that date for the Divine Liturgy for St. Spyridon at 9:00 am. After, please join us in the Foyer and bring a
fast-friendly snack for all to share – following this, we will venture over to the Church for prayer and
discussion.
Thank you! Blessed Nativity!
In Christ, Cassie Bieker

Greek Language Classes
Tuesday, December 19 marks the end of the first semester of Greek Language
Classes, and on that date we will have a Christmas Party. After Christmas break, classes
will resume on Tuesday, January 9.
We have had a wonderful first semester. I wish everyone a Merry Christmas.
And get ready for more learning in the second semester.
Paula Kelesis, Director
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Orthodox Family Fellowship
Christmas is in the air!

On Saturday, December 9, we will join forces
with the youth groups of St. Paul Orthodox Church for a
Youth Nativity Snow Day. We will meet at St. Paul
Church at 9:00 am. We will have a prayer service and
breakfast before heading up to Mount Charleston, where
we will have crafts, lots of play time and lunch. We will
return to St. Paul Church at 5:30 pm. Please dress
warmly, bring your sledding gear, and see the flier on
Page 10 for more details! RSVP with Father Seraphim.
OFF touring the SWAT facility.
On Sunday, December 10 at 6:00 pm we invite
families to join us for a stroll through the Ethel M Chocolate Factory and Cactus Garden, which is lit up with
thousands of Christmas lights. Last year’s visit was very successful and we received many requests to do this
again. We can meet in front of the Ethel M Chocolate Factory just outside the garden, on the curb near the
M&Ms Store, or if you are interested we can carpool from the Church parking lot at 5:30 pm. The address is
2 Cactus Garden Drive, Henderson.

“Kids in the candy store” cannot compare with the experience of parents, friends and children visiting
this amazing chocolate factory together.
Merry Christmas! Jelena Boskovic and Amy Khuri, OFF Advisors

GOYA ~ For Teenagers
All middle school and high school students are invited to join us this month for fellowship, fun and
getting to know our priests better.
On Thursday, November 30 at 6:00 pm the GOYAns will decorate a 12 foot Christmas Tree in Panos
Hall. Please join in the fun – there will also be dinner and discussion with Father Seraphim. This gathering
will take the place of the usual GOYA meeting on the first Sunday of the month.
Please mark your calendars for the following fun events in December:
Saturday, December 9: Youth Nativity Snow Day! We will join up with our friends from St. Paul
Orthodox Church for a day in the snow. We will meet at St. Paul Church at 9:00 am. We will have a prayer
service and breakfast before heading up to Mount Charleston, where we will have a discussion session, lots of
fun-in-the-snow and lunch. We will return to St. Paul Church at 5:30 pm. Please dress warmly, bring your
sledding gear, and see the flier on Page 10 for more details! RSVP with Father Seraphim.
On Monday, December 18 from 5:00 to 7:00 pm we will be serving those in need at ThreeSquare
Ministries! We will meet at their Volunteer Center
(4220 North Pecos Road, Las Vegas) and work in their
Volunteer Room, where we will help to pack produce and
grocery items for families and seniors in need. Please
RSVP with Father Seraphim.

On Saturday, December 30, 4:00 pm to 7:00 pm,

please join us for the Annual GOYA Christmas Party at
Steve, June and Juliana Likourinou’s home. Please RSVP
with Father Seraphim to get the address and directions.
June Likourinou and Kouli Pouridis, Advisors

CHRIST IS BORN!
GLORIFY HIM!

GOYA feeding the homeless at the LV Rescue Mission.
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Greek Folk Dance
Καλα Χριστουγεννα!
The Christmas season is upon us and we are celebrating! On Friday and Saturday, December 15 and
16 we will be going from home to home spreading Christmas cheer as we participate in our annual Christmas
Caroling event (see Page 15). We will be singing traditional Greek and English carols and look forward to
singing for as many people as possible. If you would like to arrange a visit to your home, please contact Sia
Dalacas at (951) 285-4970 or email stjohngreekdance@gmail.com.
Also, please mark your calendars to join us for our annual Fasolada Soup Fellowship in Panos Hall on
December 17, following the Christmas Pageant in Church. Our many thanks for all the support from our
families and the community.
With Much Gratitude, the Folk Dance Board

Adult Study with Father John:
Continuing with . . .

A Spiritual Psalter
or Reflections on God by St. Ephraim the Syrian
(Available in the Bookstore)
Wednesdays 7:00 - 8:30 pm in the Church
(No Class on December 27)
14

Join us for the

Annual
Christmas
Pageant
presented by
our Church School
Children
Sunday, December 17

The Desert Messenger
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Adult and Young Adult Ministries
Young Adults
Hello, Young Adults!
We would like to thank Elizabeth Arbusio and her family for
opening up their home for Friendsgiving! It was truly a blast and a
great way to kick off the holiday season.
To continue in the holiday spirit, please join us for our
December activity! Let us conclude 2017 with a festive gathering at
Niko and Demetri Asim’s home, on Friday, December 29 at 6:00
pm. Everyone, please bring a side dish, and RSVP with Father
Seraphim or Niko Asim. We look forward to seeing you there!
Blessed Nativity! Niko Asim and Fani Mavrantonis,
Young Adults Advisors

Mr. & Mrs. ~ A Couples Fellowship
Dear M&M’s,
We had a delightful dinner – as usual! – at Thymios and Sotiroulla Carabas’ home
in November.
For the month of December, Paisios (Rob) and Mary Pursell will host the Mr. &
Mrs. Holiday Dinner at their home on Saturday, December 16 at 6:00 pm. Please bring a
fast-friendly dish to share and your significant other. Please RSVP with Mary or Father
Seraphim.
In Christ, Father John, Father Seraphim, and their Presvyteres

Kali Parea ~ “Good Company” for the 40+ Crowd
Kali Parea enjoyed a nice evening at Demetri Asim’s house for a movie night last month! We hope
everyone had a nice Thanksgiving with their family and friends.
Looking to December, we will have a Christmas Party at Demetri Asim’s home on Wednesday,
December 27 at 6:00 pm. Please bring a gift valued at no more than $5.
If you are interested in seeing “The Piano Guy” on January 27, please let Demetri or myself know as we
need to get an idea of who is interested. We wish all of our friends a Merry Christmas.
If you have any ideas, please see or email Demetri Asim at demetrivegas@yahoo.com.
Irene Cahill, on behalf of Demetrious Asim, Advisor

Adult Basketball
Join us for a pick-up basketball game every Monday evening (except for holidays)
from 7:00 to 9:00 pm in Panos Hall. During the month of December we will be playing halfcourt. Please call George Chomakos at (702) 523-8675 to be added to the basketball email list.

“I can do all things in Christ Who strengthens me.”
(Philippians 4:13)

Stewardship Commitment Sunday is December 3.
16
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Forerunners ~ The Seniors of St. John the Baptist
Our November Luncheon was very special. Our beloved Sam
Koutsulis, along with his great helpers, offered us a delicious meal and it was
a hit! As usual we had door prizes, raffle prizes and bingo. Our attendance
was better than the previous month, and now we look forward to December.
Our Christmas Party will be held on Monday, December 11, 11:30
am, in Panos Hall. Christmas Lunch will be prepared by Sam, and it is a
surprise what he is cooking. There will be prizes and good cheer. We will
have a gift exchange – please bring a gift valued at no more than $10. Santa
Claus will be in attendance too! It will be loads of fun – we hope to see you
there.
To all our homebound seniors, we send you our good thoughts and
prayers. May God grant you good health. To all our senior members, their
families, friends and to all in our parish: We wish you a Blessed Christmas.
Love in Christ, Victoria Xikis,
The Forerunners – the Seniors of St. John the Baptist

ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST
GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH
5300 S. El Camino Rd.
Las Vegas, NV 89118
Rev. Father John Hondros
frjohn@vegasgreekorthodox.com
Rev. Father Seraphim Ramos
frseraphim@vegasgreekorthodox.com
Karen Rawlinson
Administrative Assistant
Rebekah Black
Bookkeeper
Mara Braun
Catering & Events
Constantin Petriuc & Ramona Tasios
Maintenance & Grounds

Office Hours
Monday - Friday 9:00 am - 5:00 pm
Telephone: (702) 221-8245
Fax: (702) 221-9167
www.vegasgreekorthodox.com
Parish Council: Gus Flangas
Philoptochos: Vicky Palivos
Stewardship & Community Outreach:
Justina Szukiewicz
Choir: Athena Mertes
Chanters & Youth Choir:
Presvytera Maria Hondros
Church School: Eileen Koutsulis
Altar Servers: Alex & Eric Szukiewicz
GOYA:
Kouli Pouridis & June Likourinou
Orthodox Family Fellowship:
Jelena Boskovic & Amy Khuri
Moms & Tots:
Cassie Bieker
Young Adults:
Nicholas Asim & Fani Mavrantonis
Greek Folk Dance: Sia Dalacas
Greek School: Paula Kelesis
Mr. & Mrs.:
Fr. John, Fr. Seraphim & Presvyteres
Kali Parea: Demetrious Asim
Adult Basketball: George Chomakos
Forerunners: Marie & Gary Setian
Orthodox Bookstore:
Constantine Frangakis
Greek Food Festival: Gus Flangas
Hellenic Historical Society:
Cheryl Pandelis and Susan Stamis
Photography: Bill Bruninga
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Christmas Canned Food Drive
Our parish is once again participating in the Las Vegas Rescue
Mission Canned Food Drive during the Nativity Fast.
As we fast during this season, let us keep in mind that almsgiving
is an integral part of our abstinence: As we voluntarily go without certain
foods, we must remember those who hunger involuntarily.
Please bring your non-perishable food items to our Community
Center and place them into the marked plastic barrels located outside of
the Church Office.
“It is more blessed to give than to receive.” (Acts 20:35)

2017 Stewardship
Report
(as of 11/21/17)

Stewardship Gifts Pledged: $369,672 ($400,948 total in 2016)
Stewardship Gifts Received: $315,321
Unfulfilled Pledge Balance: $54,351
Stewardship Families Pledged: 430 (443 total in 2016)
Average Pledge to Date: $862 ($905 in 2016)

Church Account Summaries ~ October 2017

18

Tuesday

19

19
5:00 pm Greek
Language Classes

11

11:30 am Forerunners
Luncheon in Panos Hall
7:00 pm Adult
Basketball (Half Court)

18 5:00 pm GOYA

Food Packaging at
ThreeSquare
7:00 pm Adult
Basketball (Half Court)

25 Nativity of Christ

9:00 am Orthros
10:00 am Divine Liturgy

10 8:45 am Orthros

10:00 am Divine Liturgy
Youth Choir Chants
Parish Council
Elections
6:00 pm OFF at Ethel M
Chocolate Factory

17

8:45 am Orthros
10:00 am Divine Liturgy
Church School
Christmas Pageant

24 Christmas Eve

8:45 am Orthros
10:00 am Divine Liturgy
6:00 pm Great Vespers
of the Nativity

8:45 am Orthros
10:00 am Divine Liturgy

26

Church Office Closed

Church Office Closed

Christ/St.Basil
9:00 am Orthros
10:00 am Divine Liturgy

1 Circumcision of

13

8:00 am Orthros
9:00 am Divine Liturgy
7:00 pm Adult Study:
A Spiritual Psalter

6 St. Nicholas

8:00 am Orthros
9:00 am Divine Liturgy
No Adult Study
6:00 pm Kali Parea
Christmas Party at
Demetri Asim’s Home

27 St. Stephen

6:00 pm Adult Choir
Practice in Choir Loft
7:00 pm Adult Study
A Spiritual Psalter

20

8:00 am Orthros
7:00 pm Adult Study
9:00 am Divine Liturgy
A Spiritual Psalter
10:30 am Moms & Tots in
Panos Hall Foyer
5:00 pm Greek Classes
6:00 pm Parish Council

12 St. Spyridon

5:00 pm Greek
Language Classes
6:00 pm Philoptochos
Christmas Party at
Maggiano’s Little Italy

7:00 pm Adult
Basketball (Half Court)

5

4

10:00 am Divine Liturgy
12:15 pm Youth Choir
Practice
Stewardship Sunday
Stewardship All-Stars
Luncheon

31

Wednesday Thursday

28

21

14

7

Greek Folk Dance Practices:
Sunday: Liondaria 12:45-1:30 pm, Delfinia & Elliniki Iperifania 1:00 –2:45 pm
Tuesday: Delfinia & Elliniki Iperifania 6:00-7:30 pm

Monday

3 8:45 am Orthros

Sunday

30
4:00 pm GOYA
Christmas Party at
Likourinou Home

6:00 pm Young Adults
at Niko Asim’s Home

23

Folk Dancers Caroling

10:30 am Church School
Pageant Rehearsal
6:00 pm Mr. and Mrs. at
Pursell Home

16

9:00 am Youth Nativity
Snow Day (meet at St.
Paul Church)

9

9:00 am Pastry Packing
Day in Kokkos Hall

2

Saturday

29

22

15

8

1

Friday
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The Way of the Lord
“Blessed be that Child,
Who gladdened Bethlehem today!
Blessed be the Babe,
Who made manhood young again today!
Blessed be the Fruit,
Who lowered Himself to our famished
state! Blessed be the Good One,
Who suddenly enriched our necessities
and supplied our needs!
Blessed is He, Whose tender mercies
made Him condescend
to visit our infirmities!”
~ St. Ephraim the Syrian

