
The Desert  Messenger 
“Behold, I send My messenger before Your Face, who shall prepare Your way...” (Matthew 11:10)  

 

Beloved in Christ: 
 

Καλή Ανάσταση!  Blessed Resurrection! 
 No one does Pascha like the Orthodox 
Christian Church!  Standing in the dark Church 

at the Vigil of the Resurrection, waiting to receive and light 
our Paschal candles from the Priest’s “light that is never 
overtaken by night,” singing “Χριστός Ανέστη . . . Christ is 
Risen” with all our hearts, partaking of Holy Communion in 
the wee hours of the morning, and hearing these timeless 
words from the Paschal Homily of St. John Chrysostom:  
“Whoever may be spent from fasting, enjoy now your 
reward . . .  The Master is gracious:  He accepts the last even 
as the first; He gives rest to those of the eleventh as well as 
to those who have labored from the first . . .  So all of you, 
enter into the joy of our Lord:  First and second, share the 
bounty.” 

We are reminded of God’s generosity each and every 
Pascha.  When we hear St. John’s sermon, we get it:  Those 
who come into the picture much later receive the same glory 
and are even rewarded the same as we who toiled and 
sweated with our faith from the start.  At the time it seems 
all right, often because we are tired, hungry and our feet 
hurt.  It is only as time goes on and we tire of singing, “Christ is Risen,” when our candles have been snuffed 
out for good and put away, that the words of the homily lose their power.  We again start thinking and 
complaining that life is not fair, especially in the Church.  And we definitely do not find comfort by hearing 
that the Lord rewards the last as the first. 

I ask that you keep this column around and re-read it a couple of weeks after Pascha, and again a 
month later.  Hopefully, it will inspire you to chase away the post-Paschal blues.  Here are some tips to 
remaining joyful long after we have cracked our last red egg. 

Be thankful.  Our life is a gift, bought for the immeasurable price of our Lord Jesus Christ’s Blood on 
the Cross.  Moreover, the gift is well worth its cost.  By the Resurrection of Christ, we become again, by 
grace, the children of God.  Christ is Risen, and so are we! 

We must not be selfish with the life God gives us.  As Baptized and Chrismated members of the Body 
of Christ – that is, His Church – we are “born again” and equipped with the Holy Spirit so we may labor 
with the Lord in His vineyard for our own spiritual growth and to help produce a healthy harvest of 
members for His Kingdom.  You read this right:  Although salvation is a gift, we still have to put in our effort 
together with Him.  The Lord said that those who labored from the last hour shall receive the same wages as 
those who labored from the first.  The key word here is “labor” – and it is clear that slackers and video-
gazers will not be rewarded!             (Continued on Page 3) 
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WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 

Sundays:  8:45 am  Orthros ~ 10:00 am  Divine Liturgy 
Church School follows Holy Communion (through May 19) 

 

All our Sunday Divine Services are Available on Live-Stream! 
Access the Live-Stream on http://youtube.com/vegasgreekorthodox 

Palm Sunday Evening, April 28 
7:00 pm  First Bridegroom Service with 
Metropolitan Gerasimos  
 

Holy Monday, April 29  
7:00 pm  Second Bridegroom Service  
 

Holy Tuesday, April 30  
7:00 pm  Third Bridegroom Service  
(Hymn of Kassiani) 
 

Holy Wednesday, May 1   
9:00 am  Presanctified Liturgy  
7:00 pm  Sacrament of Holy Unction 
(Anointing with Holy Oil) 
 

Holy Thursday, May 2 
9:00 am  Vesperal Liturgy of St. Basil  
7:00 pm  Holy Passion of our Lord 
(Twelve Gospel Readings) 
 

Holy Friday, May 3  
10:00 am  Royal Hours  
3:00 pm  Descent from the Cross  
(Children’s Procession) 
7:00 pm  Lamentations  
(Procession of the Epitaphion) 
 

Holy Saturday, May 4 
9:00 am  Vesperal Liturgy of St. Basil 
11:00 pm  Resurrection Vigil 
 

Sunday, May 5/GREAT AND HOLY PASCHA 
12:00 am  Resurrectional Orthros and  
Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom  
Resurrection Gospel:  Mark 16:1-8 
Epistle:  Acts 1:1-8 
Gospel:  John 1:1-17   
Blessing and Distribution of Red Eggs 
 

12:00 pm  Agape Vespers and Agape Picnic 
Gospel (Various Languages):  John 20:19-25 
 

Bright Week:  No Fasting All Week 

Monday, May 6/Great Martyr George/Holy 
Prophet Job/Holy Father Seraphim the Struggler 
of Mt. Domvu/St. Sophia of Kleisoura 
8:00 am Orthros ~ 9:00 am  Divine Liturgy  

Epistle:  Acts 12:1-11 
Gospel:  John 1:18-28 
 

Friday, May 10/Theotokos of the Life Giving 
Spring/Holy Apostle Simon the Zealot/ 
St. Laurence of Egypt/St. Isodora of Egypt 
8:00 am  Orthros ~ 9:00 am  Divine Liturgy  
Epistle:  Acts 3:1-8 
Gospel:  John 2:12-22 
 

Sunday, May 12/Second Sunday of Pascha/Sunday 
of Holy Apostle Thomas/Holy Martyrs Emmanuel, 
Theodore, George, Michael and the other George 
of Samothrace/St. Epiphanios, Bishop of Cyprus/ 
St. Germanos, Patriarch of Constantinople/ 
Removal of the Sacred Relics of Saint Joachim 
“Papoulakis” of Vatopaidi/St. Theodoros the 
Righteous of Cythera/Mother’s Day 
Resurrection Gospel (Orthros):  Matthew 28:16-20 
Epistle:  Acts 5:12-20 
Gospel:  John 20:19-31  
Fellowship:  Mother’s Day Breakfast by Young Adults 
 

Sunday, May 19/3rd Sunday of Pascha/Holy Myrrh 
Bearers/St. Patrick the Hieromartyr and Bishop of 
Prusa and His Fellow Martyrs Acacios, Menander, 
and Polyaenos/Our Righteous Father Memnonos 
the Wonderworker/Holy Martyrs Theotima and 
Kyriaki  
Orthros:  Second Tone  
Resurrection Gospel (Orthros):  Luke 24:1-12 
Epistle:  Acts 6:1-7 
Gospel:  Mark 15:43-47; 16:1-8 
Memorial:  Irene Valdez (40 days); Katerina Sotos 
Fellowship:  Kitchen Crew   
 

Christ is Risen!  Truly, He is Risen!  
Χριστός Ανέστη!  Αληθώς Ανέστη! 

http://youtube.com/vegasgreekorthodox
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Sunday, May 26/4th Sunday of Pascha/The 
Paralytic/Ss. Carpos and Alphaeos, Apostles of the 
Seventy/New Martyr Alexandros of Thessaloniki/
St. George the New of Sofia/St. Augustine, 
Archbishop of Canterbury   
Orthros:  Third Tone 
Resurrection Gospel (Orthros):  Luke 24:12-35 
Epistle:  Acts 9:32-42 
Gospel:  John 5:1-15 
Memorials:  Mia Paton (40 days); Mary Bartsas and 
Departed Family Members 
Fellowship:  Philoptochos ~ Bartsas Memorial 

Tuesday, May 21/Ss. Constantine 
and Helen, Equal to the Apostles/
Righteous New Martyr 
Pachomios  
8:00 am  Orthros 
9:00 am  Divine Liturgy  
Epistle:  Acts 26:1, 12-20 
Gospel:  John 10:1-9 
 

“I am the door; if any one 
enters by Me, he will be saved.”  

(John 10:9)  

 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE (Continued from Page 2) 

 

From Father John (Continued from Page 1) 
 

We should not be envious of or resentful 
toward those who become Church members later and 
yet receive the same reward as those of us who have 
been lifelong members.  First of all, we do not know 
how long we will live, so if we do not unite ourselves 
with Him from early on, we may not find ourselves 
with Him when we depart from this life.  Secondly, 
since true living is living in Christ, why would we 
prefer or choose a life apart from Him and His 
Church?  Thirdly, if we know the greatest blessing we 
can receive is the free gift of eternal Life, then our joy 
should be complete as others join with us, through 
God’s immense grace and our meager efforts, and 
become sharers in His glory.  Finally, by laboring from 
the first hour, we have that many more opportunities 
to repent for our many sins, our ingratitude, our 
selfishness and our envy. 

Dearest brothers and sisters, let us genuinely rejoice that even latecomers are rewarded.  Jesus did not 
come in the flesh, go to the Cross and descend into Hell to save just you and me.  He is the Lord and Savior of 
all!  While Great and Holy Pascha gives us yet again a reason for renewal and to celebrate our Life in Christ, it 
cannot stop there.  This Feast of Feasts must be the impetus for us, as members of His Holy Church, to bring 
others to savor the banquet of our ancient and Apostolic Faith – and to relish the riches of His benevolence, 
goodness and love. 

 

Christ is Risen!  Χριστός Ανέστη! 

 

Christ is Risen from the dead, 
by Death, trampling down upon death, 

and to those in the tombs 
He has granted Life! 
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Dear Father John, Father Florin, Deacon John, Ministries and Parishioners, 
 Kali Anastasi! 
 I want to thank everyone who participated in making His Eminence Metropolitan 
Gerasimos’ Palm Sunday visit a beautiful and wonderful show of love. Our Church always 
acknowledges and appreciates our Spiritual Shepherd’s commitment in leading us prayerfully 

for the Holy Services of Palm Sunday weekend. 
A special Thank You to Steve Tzelalis for his cooking talents and his willingness to serve his Church 

during our Holy Days and throughout the year!  Also, those who helped, which are too many to acknowledge:  
Thank You! 

As we prepare for the Resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ, please be mindful to reserve your place at 
the Agape Picnic on Sunday, May 5, by letting Karen know how many of your loved ones and friends will be 
attending.  This is important so we have a better idea of how many people we will be serving.  Thank you in 
advance for your cooperation and support.   

Regarding the Agape Picnic, we will also need folks to help in the serving lines and other tasks set out 
by the committee planning this special day.  Please let Karen or Steve know of your willingness to help. 

Meetings have commenced concerning our annual Greek Food Festival, scheduled for September 27, 
28 and 29.  Your participation is necessary, as there is much planning involved making this a successful event.  
Not only is this a revenue producer, but it also showcases our Church, our Orthodox Faith, and our 
willingness to reach out to those who seek the Lord’s guidance.  It is easy to lose sight of the importance, and 
of course including myself first, as to the biggest reason of having such a large event in our city.  I pray for 
Christ’s help and our involvement as we undertake our 51st year. 

In closing, I want to wish everyone, Blessed Anastasi and Kalo Pascha! 
Yours Always in Christ, John Fotopoulos, Parish Council President 

Parish 
Council 
Report 

 

KOKKOS SCHOLARSHIP  
 

The Scholarship Committee for the Kokkos Scholarship Fund is pleased to announce that 
applications are now available at the Church Office.  If you wish to receive your application via email, 
please contact Karen at karen@vegasgreekorthodox.com.   The applications must be returned on or 
before Friday, May 10.  Late and/or incomplete applications will not be considered.  

The eligibility requirements were established by Fofo Kokkos in her Last Will and Testament. 
The Scholarship Committee for the Kokkos Scholarship Fund administers this program under the 
guidance of Father John Hondros.  The Kokkos Will stipulates that two high school graduates of 
Greek descent within the St. John Community be selected, who are enrolled for higher education to a 
college or university.  The scholarship amounts this year are $1,500.  The students must have an 
outstanding scholastic record and be in financial need. Also, Parish involvement by the students at St. 
John the Baptist Greek Orthodox Church was important to Fofo Kokkos; therefore, this is also a 
factor in evaluating the applicants.  

Please contact the Church Office for more information at (702) 221-8245. 

 

All creation was transformed by awe as it beheld You hanging on a Cross.  The sun went 
dark, and the Earth was shaken to its very foundations.    All things suffered with Him 

Who is the Maker of all things.  Lord, You suffered willingly for us.  Glory to You. 
(Holy Friday Afternoon) 

mailto:karen@vegasgreekorthodox.com
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Dear Father John, Father Florin, Deacon John and Fellow 
Parishioners of St. John the Baptist, 
 CHRISTOS ANESTI!  CHRIST IS RISEN!  “The 
Resurrection made possible the miracle of the Church, 

which in every age and generation proclaims and affirms God’s plan for the 
universe, the ultimate divinization of man and the created order.” (goarch.org)  

It has been a blessed Lenten period, and the Ladies Philoptochos Society 
was instrumental once again in the Traditions of the Faith and those of our own 
Parish.  This is the mission and purpose of the Ladies Philoptochos – to serve our 
Faith, Church, Ministries, and those in need. Throughout the past forty days your Philoptochos sisters have 
embraced each project, fellowship, and activity fully and with love in their hearts. 

To recap the last few weeks:  The LPS hosted two Fellowships back-to-back for worthwhile causes 
and thanks to the generosity of the St. John’s Parish we were able to send donations to the Holy Cross 
Seminary and the International Orthodox Christian Charities from you.  We would like to thank Georgia 
Alcala, who chaired the Holy Cross Fellowship, along with Vicky and John Kelesis from Vicky’s Diner who 
donated the soup.  It was a complete lunch with soup, salads, desserts, bread and beverages. The IOCC 
Fellowship was chaired by Christine Tijiboy, with help from Janet Bryant and Helene Soursos and other LPS 
members.  It was a successful fellowship for IOCC and the table was replete with Lenten treats. Many thanks 
to everyone! 

The Traditions of the Holy Week were taken care of with the love and care of the following LPS chairs 
and their volunteers:  Agape Picnic Baking – Eleni Kakavulias; Palm Sunday Luncheon Set Up and Servers – 
Nana Allen; Agape Picnic – Amalia Dominguez; and Wine Wagon – Christina Snow. 

Now that we are in May, it is time to celebrate and have a little fun.  Mark your calendars for 
Saturday, May 18, 5:30 pm, at Geri Kypreos’ home.  Please join us for a wonderful evening!  

Mary Bartsas Family Memorial – Sunday, May 26, immediately following the Divine Liturgy.  For 
those interested the National Clergy-Laity and National Ladies Philoptochos Society Convention will be in 
San Diego on June 30 through July 4.  

The work of the Philoptochos is year round, the summers do seem a little quieter, but we will keep 
you on your toes and plan an activity or two.   

Christos Anesti!  Your Sister in Christ, Bernadette Anthony, Philoptochos President 

 

Philoptochos 
News 

 

 
 
 

 

Baptized into Christ:  Na Mas Zisi!  
 

Michael Vigil (Adult Baptism) on April 20, 2024.  Sponsor:  John G. Karas. 
 

Chrismation   
 

Paraskevas Ioakim Spanos on March 31, 2024.  Sponsor:  Demetrious Asim. 
 

Fallen Asleep in the Lord   
 

Irene Valdez on April 8, 2024.  Funeral on April 22. 
 

Mia Paton on April 16, 2024.   Funeral on April 23.  
 

Panagiotis Doukakis on April 16, 2024.  Funeral on April 23.  

Our Community  
Registry 
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Stewardship and Community Outreach 
 

 Christos Anesti!  
It is tough to talk about finances after celebrating the most holy and revered period in our community. 
However, the sobering truth is that our Parish is not immune from the everchanging financial 

landscape that is occurring in our world today.  We as Stewards have the obligation to ensure the financial 
stability of our Parish going forward.   

Stewardship takes many forms, however.  We can give of our time, our treasure or our talents.   
Stewardship comes from the compound Greek word (not surprising) “oikonomos,” which means “the 

management of the household.”  The word, “oikonomous” or “stewards,” is used throughout Scriptures on 
Stewardship to refer to many different things – Stewardship can take many forms and is not always about 
finances.  However, it is important to give, with love, by doing what you feel God wants you to do with the 
resources you have been given.  

The various ministries within our Parish can always use your time and talents!  Hosting a Sunday 
Fellowship, helping to bake for our various events, assisting our Dance Ministry, helping during Church 
Services or at our Church School, along with working with our Seniors, can bring joy to all involved.  Calling 
to check in on Parishioners who are ill, or who cannot make it to Services, would also be a part of being a 
good Steward, and is much appreciated. 

As of April 29, gifts pledged to our Parish total $513,393 (our goal is $600,000), although we have 
received $249,958.  We do have 356 Stewards pledged (our goal is to increase the number of pledged 
Stewards in 2024).  The average pledge is $1,442 (median pledge is $800); but to cover basic operating 
expenses based on the current number of families pledged, we would need $3,101 per Steward just to meet our 
expenses!  

It is apparent that we could fall short of our goal, but the Stewardship Committee is committed to 
reaching out to members of our community who have yet to offer a pledge and to those who have pledged in 
prior years but have not yet pledged for this year.  Stewardship in its many forms is at the forefront of our 
efforts.  We welcome any ideas or suggestions to help our Parish reach its goal of 600 families. 

However, even with 550 families, the average pledge would need to be $2,007.  As you can see, it is a 
tremendous goal but one we feel can be achieved with continued support from our Parishioners.  

We must ask ourselves are we truly giving an amount that will help keep our Parish financially 
healthy?  Breaking it down, $2,007 per year is approximately $5 per day.   

Could we give up that latte, dinner out, fast food or streaming service and put that toward 
Stewardship?  Perhaps we could spend our time helping at the various Ministries (The Desert Messenger lists our 
Ministries and their events) or offering our talents to our beautiful Church?  Are you skilled in finances, in the 
building trades, computer science, or event planning?  As Orthodox Christians we are called upon to serve, 
not only the Church but others as well. 

Thank you to all who have given of your time, treasure, and talent to our Parish. 
We truly appreciate your efforts and together we can continue to make strides. 
Yours in the Risen Christ, Alexia Conger, Stewardship and Outreach Committee  

 

Byzantine Chanters and Readers  
 

Christos Anesti!  A HUGE THANK YOU to all the Readers and Chanters, young and not so 
young, for your presence and assistance at the Chanter’s Stand during Lent and Holy Week.  It is so nice 
to have such a group of beautiful voices to read, sing and pray together.  

I would like to continue to offer some lessons – time and date to be determined with Father John.  
In the meantime, please continue to come up to the Chanter’s Stand – do not wait for me to call you up!  

With Love in the Risen Lord, Presvytera Maria  
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From Father Florin 
 

The Orthodox Church venerates as Saints several warriors who served 
in the Roman army.   When Christians were under the persecutions, they 
preferred eternal glory and the unfading crown of martyrdom over worldly 
military glory, publicly confessing their faith in Christ and not denying it, 
even if it cost them their lives. 

Great Martyr George lived during the time of Emperor Diocletian, an 
emperor who worshipped the pagan gods.  His persecutions against 
Christians were possibly the cruelest and longest.  Later in his life, he became 
mentally ill, starting to believe that he was threatened continuously with 
murder.  Therefore, he left his palace on the Dalmatian Coast and lived in 
isolation, never receiving anyone, except his guards.  He died all alone, after 
living in the horror of all his fears, which gave him no peace. 

But during his persecutions, St. George decided to confess his faith in 
Christ.  He came from a wealthy family, was therefore well educated, and his 
parents were Christians.  He was very handsome and one of the bravest 
fighters.  Because he was so gifted and distinguished in battle, Diocletian very 
quickly promoted him and made him Commander of the Imperial Guard.  But 
one day, while the Emperor was presiding in the Senate, St. George entered 
and started talking about his faith in Christ as the King.  He said that he 
preferred to serve Christ rather than the emperor of a pagan Empire.  He 
confessed before all that he was ready to receive a Martyr’s death.  

The Emperor ordered St. George to be arrested.  He was put in prison, and he was given over to all 
kinds of tortures, becoming one of the most tormented martyrs:  His feet were locked in red-hot iron sandals 
with nails, he was put on the wheel and thrown into the sea with a stone around his neck.  But God gives His 
martyrs a special spiritual strength.  Usually, they do not feel any suffering and continue to confess God, 
blessing their tormentors.  

And the fact that the Martyrs do not deny God, many of those present at the tortures repent and 
become Christians themselves.  This was and continues to be a service to Christianity.  Therefore, we say that 
the blood of the Martyrs is the seed of Christianity.  The more Christians were tortured and killed, the more 
came out of their blood.  Their eyewitnesses saw their steadfastness, the power of God, the miracles, and they 
repented.  

Many Romanian fathers who were incarcerated during the Communist times developed a special and 
close connection between the Saints, the Martyrs, and themselves.  They prayed to them to intercede to God 
for them and the Saints always helped them.  Therefore, a spiritual unity is formed between a Saint and those 
who pray to him or her, and sometimes, by God’s grace, many of the Saint’s qualities can become ours as well.  
The Saint’s presence has the capability to strengthen us through prayer.  We can receive from God the 
spiritual protection we need, through a Saint’s prayers.   So, let us pray to the Saints, especially to those 
whose names we bear, and they will help us in times of sorrow, distress, sickness, and moments of joy:  “St. 
George, my protector, pray to God for me, a sinner!”  St. George and all the Saints are our advocates before 
God.  Amen. 

Christos Anesti! 

 

By Your Passion, O Christ, we have been set free of passions;  
and by Your Resurrection freed from death, Lord, glory to You. 

(Holy Saturday Morning) 
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Ministry News 
 

Church School 
 

Christos Anest!  I hope everyone had a wonderful Lent and is having a fulfilling Holy 
Week.  I cannot wait to see everyone at the Agape Picnic.  A special thank you to everyone who 
donated to the egg hunt.  I am sure the kids will have a blast! 

I cannot believe that the school year is almost over.  Thanks to all of our teachers for their amazing 
commitment to the success of our program and thanks to the parents for bringing their children. 

On Sunday, May 19, we will have our Commencement in Panos Hall after Church School.  This will 
be the opportunity for them to get together as a class and we will recognize each student. This is a great photo 
opportunity.  We will also be recognizing our High School Graduates.  Please send your info to Karen so we 
know who to recognize.   

After Commencement we will go outside for pizza and our annual Field Day event, which is such 
great fun for the kids.  Please bring play clothes since it will be hot outdoors.  We will have plenty of water 
but you can also bring you own water bottles.  Parents, you might want to bring lawn chairs.   

Again, thanks for a great year.  Please reach out if you have any questions or if you want to help with 
anything.  

In Christ, Eileen Koutsulis, Church School Director (702) 521-6516 or vivaleenie@cox.net 
 

Egg Hunt  
 

We are looking for donations for the Egg Hunt at the Agape Picnic on 
Sunday, May 5.  I will take plastic empty eggs, candy, stuffed eggs (preferred) or cash 
donations.  Please drop them off at Classroom 5 by Holy Thursday, May 2.  You can 
also drop them off at the Church Office during the week, or in the Parish Council 
Office during evening services.  
 Please reach out to me for details.   
 Eileen Koutsulis (702) 521-6516 or vivaleenie@cox.net  
 

Youth and Family Events  

 

Dear Parents, GOYANs, OFF and Church School Youth, 
Christ is Risen!  While celebrating our Lord’s Resurrection this month, the Feast of the Feasts, we 

invite you to join us for our annual Agape Picnic on Sunday, May 5, following the Agape Vespers at noon.  
Our children will enjoy our Egg Hunt at 2:00 pm on the Church Field.     

Then, on Sunday May 19, after the Divine Liturgy, we will all gather for the long-awaited Church 
School Commencement and Field Day. We will have pizza for lunch and then we will head over to the field 
to enjoy lots of activities, among which we cannot miss splashing with water balloons.  All in all, we will have 
tons of fun.  Please, do not miss this event in which we officially say hello to our Summer vacation.   

We remind you to also check the other announcements, as your help is needed a lot during our 
services in this holy period of the year.  

Thank you and hope to see you all there! 
Love in Christ, Father Florin, Maha Habiba and April Rivera, Youth Advisors 

 
Christ our Savior annulled the writ of our iniquities by nailing it to the Cross,  

and abolished the sway of death.  We worship His Resurrection on the third day. 
(Holy Pascha Agape Vespers) 
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Attention, Graduates: 
  

 We want to share the good news of your commencement in 
the June issue of The Desert Messenger!  If you (or your child) will be 
graduating soon from high school or university, please email the 
following to frjohn@vegasgreekorthodox.com by May 15, 2024:  
 ▪ School from which you are graduating, 
 ▪ The degree you will receive, including honors, 
 ▪ What your plans are, and what you will study if pursuing further education, and 

▪ Most importantly, a photo of you in JPG format!    
 

Young Adults ~ 18 Years through Early 30s 
 

Christ is Risen!  First, I would like to thank you all for being active and for helping at our services 
during this holy period of the year.  I also want to thank all of you who plan to volunteer at the Agape Picnic.  
Your presence is valued by everyone in our community who look up to all of you as future pillars of the 
Church, the Body of Christ. 

This month, we will host a Mother’s Day Breakfast and Mimosas on Sunday, May 12.  We are asking 
a $5 minimum donation to benefit the Priest’s Discretionary Fund.   

For our get-together, we will play volleyball on Saturday, May 25, at 10:00 am at Sunset Park (2601 
East Sunset Road), and then we will enjoy a Korean BBQ (location to be determined).  Please, join us for 
games, food and lots of fun.  

I thank you all once again for your dedication and hope to see you there! 
Blessed Resurrection!  Father Florin   
 

Mr. & Mrs. 

  

Dear Couples of St. John the Baptist, 
Christ is Risen!  This month, we will be gathering for our fellowship on Saturday, May 11, starting at 

5:00 pm, at the home of Eli and April Rivera, whom we thank for generously opening their house to us.   
Please contact Karen for their address, and to let us know what you will bring.  As always, we are 

looking forward to seeing you all there for an amazing dinner and lively discussion.  
Yours in Christ, Father John, Presvytera Maria, Father Florin and Presvytera Alexandra  

 

Kali Parea ~ For the 40+ Crowd 
 

Christ is Risen!  I would like to personally thank everyone who helped at the Luncheon on Palm 
Sunday, April 28, and who are planning to assist on Holy Pascha, May 5, at the Agape Picnic.  These two 
major events of the year necessitate all our energy to be successful.  Not to mention the fact that we are giving 
the best example we can by serving our neighbors, as our Lord asked us to.   

Thank you and I am grateful to God for your presence.  
 In Christ, Demetrious Asim, Kali Parea Advisor 
 

Forerunners ~ Our Seniors Fellowship 
 

Christ is Risen!  Our next luncheon will be on Monday, May 13 at 11:30 am in Kokkos Hall.   We will 
enjoy a delicious meal, lots of fun and great fellowship as always.  It will be a luncheon  you will not want to 
miss! 

We will recess over the summer and not convene again until October after the Greek Food Festival.  
Please volunteer your services when you are able.  We encourage Seniors in our community to join us and 
enjoy good food and fellowship.   

Love in Christ, Paula Kelesis for the Forerunners 

mailto:frjohn@vegasgreekorthodox.com
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Orthodox Bookstore 
 

Christos Anesti!  Greetings from the Bookstore! 
    A long-awaited publication from SVS Press is finally here and 

perhaps in time for a head start on Summer reading with this thick 
volume called Journey to Simplicity:  The Life and Wisdom of Archimandrite 
Roman Braga by Daniel B. Hinshaw, MD.    

From the back cover:  The past century witnessed the greatest 
persecution of Christians in all of history.  But the blood of the Martyrs 
is the seed of the Church, and great heroes of the Faith emerged.  One 
such hero is Father Roman Braga (1922-2015).  He suffered 
unimaginable cruelty of Romanian Communist prisons, yet through 
this suffering he was purified and discovered the Kingdom of Heaven 
within himself. (Luke 17:21)  Dr. Daniel Hinshaw, one of his spiritual 
children, traces the story of Father Roman’s life from his youth 
through his involvement in the Burning Bush movement, to his 
imprisonment and suffering under the Communist regime, to his later 
life in the west and his final 
years here in the United 
States.  In this powerful story 
that unfolded on three 
continents, Christ’s all-
conquering love was manifest 
in Father Roman, who 
endured great evil and 
torture, yet without 
bitterness or rancor, 
responding to hatred and 
cruelty with love and 
forgiveness.  He became a 
spiritual father who conveyed 
the love and grace of Christ to 
those who sought his counsel.  
We have much to learn from 
his life and teaching.  This 
book is an invitation for 
others to encounter the life 
and wisdom of this humble 
servant of God. 

Words of Father Roman regarding charitable giving in 
America:  “There is something lost when you have no personal, and 
thus spiritual, connection with the people you help.  Here you never 
even know the people you help, because your gift is given in the 
abstract.  If you write your check for charity you can sleep well, even if 
in the hospital a person dies or your neighbor is in need.  Maybe they 
do not need your money, but they do need your smile, your comfort. . . ” 

  As always, Anna and I look forward to seeing you in the 
Bookstore for your copy and other devotional needs. 

Serving you with Love in Christ,  
Paraskevi Santamaria, Bookstore Director 

ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST 

GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH 
 

5300 El Camino Road 

Las Vegas, NV 89118 
 

Rev. Father John Hondros 

frjohn@vegasgreekorthodox.com 
 

Rev. Father Florin Ristache 

frflorin@vegasgreekorthodox.com 
 

Rev. Deacon John Nixon 

deaconjohn@vegasgreekorthodox.com 
 

Karen Rawlinson 

Administrative Assistant 
 

Michelle Eugenio 

Bookkeeper 
 

Claudia Kasiotis 

Housekeeping 
 

Office Hours 
Monday - Friday  9:00 am - 5:00 pm 

 
Telephone: (702) 221-8245 

www.vegasgreekorthodox.com 
 

Parish Council:  John Fotopoulos 
 

Philoptochos:  Bernadette Anthony  
 

Stewardship & Community Outreach: 

George Bochanis 
 

Maintenance:  Steve Tzelalis 
 

Building Committee: 

Eleni Filios & Steve Tzelalis 
 

Choir:  Athena Mertes 
 

Byzantine Chanters:   

Presvytera Maria Hondros 
 

Church School:  Eileen Koutsulis 
 

Altar Servers:  Father John & Mark Stransky 
 

GOYA:  Father Florin & Maha Habiba 
 

Orthodox Family Fellowship: 

Father Florin & April Rivera 
 

Young Adults:  Father Florin   
 

Greek Folk Dance:  Sia Dalacas  
 

Greek Language:   

Paula Kelesis & George Kouris 
 

Mr. & Mrs.:   

Father John & Presvytera Maria,  

Father Florin & Presvytera Alexandra 
 

Kali Parea:  Demetrious Asim  
 

Forerunners:  Paula Kelesis 
 

Orthodox Bookstore:  Paraskevi Santamaria  
 

Hellenic Historical Society:   

Nitsa Filios, Cheryl Pandelis & Susan Stamis 
 

Greek Food Festival: 

Angelo Stamis 
 

 Photography & Live-Streaming:   

Bill & Erin Bruninga 
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Palm Sunday 2024 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Photos by Erin 
Eleni Bruninga 
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“Blessed is He Who Comes in the Name of the Lord!” 
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With Gratitude to God for Our Pledged Stewards in 2024 
If you wish to become a Parish Steward, please call Karen for a Pledge Form  

Acovino, Richard and Angela  
Adamatopoulos, Alejandro and 

Mariana  
Adamy, Marina  
Adondakis, George and Kim  
Agouridis, Lambros and Erika  
Alcala, Georgia  
Alexander, Eleni  
Alford, Cynthia “Mary”  
Alhayek, Areen and Majd 
Allen, John and Nana 
Anastasakis, Mark+ and Elaine 
Andrews, George  
Anthony, Stavros and Bernadette 
Aristides, George and Diana 
Asim, Demetrious  
Atkins, Sean and Christine  
Ayalewu, Menbe  
Balaouras, Panos and Helen  
Balodimas, James  
Baldwin, Richard and Vivi  
Balodimas, James  
Barbarino, Demetra and Nicholas 
Barrett, Jeremiah 
Bartel, Ioanna and Robert  
Beeler, Mike and Carolyn  
Belojevic, Marija 
Berendji, Dimitrios  
Bieker, Adam and Cassie 
Bieker, Georgeea  
Birtas, Helen and Ann  
Bjorklund, Danielle and  
 Geronsin, Justin   
Bland, James and Sherry  
Blume, Michael  
Bochanis, George  
Boehm, Alexy and  
 Cone, Jayme  
Booth, Alina  
Britten, Ronald and Carol  
Brown, Faye 
Brown, Mark and Alyssa  
Bruninga, William and Erin  
Bryant, Timothy and Janet  
Bucy, Brent and Elaine  
Carabas, Sotiroulla  
Carahalis, John and Constance  
Caredis, Jon and Marjorie  
Carrico, William and Alexandra  
Carter, Maria  
Castoro, Mariane  
Chachas, Bessie  
Chagares, Kiki  
Chamie, Elie, Emil and Claudine  
Chandrinos, Alexia  
Chanos, Jennifer  
Chio, Napoleon  
Chomakos, Dean and Tammy 
Chondrakis, Dimosthenis and 
 Kragerud, Kaaren  
Coll, Patrick and Anita  
Collins, David  
Conger, William and Alexia 

Costacos, John 
Costuros, George and Marsha 
Cotsilis, Jenny   
Crist, Adam and Kanistra  
Dalacas, Dimitri and Athanasia 
Dalacas, Georgia  
Damascus, Peter  
Daskalos, George and Voula  
Davis, Matthew and Christine 
Demas, Spiro and Rita  
Demoleas, Spero and Grace 
Demoleas, Stephanie   
Dimitri, Martha and Janet  
Dominguez, Eric and Amalia  
Doskas, Athanasios and Anastasia 
Dramitinos, Mary  
Dunfee, Ekateri  
Earl, Christine 
Eliades, Telly  
Eliades, Eleni and  
 Garza, Everardo  
Eliades, Gregory and Maria 
Eliades, Harry and Agapi  
Eliades, Katerina  
Eliades, Sia  
Eliakis, Peter  
Eliakis, Varthie  
Eyler, John and Elizabeth 
Eyler, Reagen  
Failla, Jennifer 
Fenlason, Nathan and  
 Zmina - Fenlason, Jennifer  
Feola, Richard  
Filios, George and Nitsa  
Filios, Spiridon and Eleni  
Fischer, Cheryl  
Fitzgerald, Norman and  
 McCullen, Sandra    
Flangas, Gary and Amanda  
Flangas, Gus and Tamara  
Flangas, Marilyn  
Fleischer, Bob and Penny  
Foldes, Peter and Jordan  
Foster, Kyle and Mia  
Fotopoulos, John and Barbara  
Fountas, Constantinos  
Fountoulakis, Vasileios  
Franco, Yolanda  
Frangakis, Christos and Anastasia  
Freund, Kyle and Katherine 
Gauvin, Chad and Marissa 
Gebrehiwot, Kiros  
Gebreybsus, Sador  
Geiger, Dan and  
 Hart, Theodora  
Gekakis, George  
Generales, John and Arlene  
Georgia, David  
Georgis, John 
Georgis, Pete and Keshia  
Ghebreab, Daniel and  
 Ghermay, Selam  
Gialketsis, William and Rachelle  

Giambi, Jason and Kristian  
Giouzelis, Sasa 
Girleanu, Nicolae-Radu  
Gordon, Victor and Demetria  
Grabovoi, Daphne  
Granillo, Gabriel  
Gutierrez, Connie 
Gutierrez, Daniel  
Habiba, Maha  
Hagos, Yohannes and Mebrat  
Hailemichael, Harenet  
Hamilton, Mary 
Hamilton, Paul and Brandi 
Haralambakis, Demetre and 

Dimitra 
Haramis, John and  
 Kitsios, Eugenia  
Hastings, Teri  
Hollar, Michelle and  
 DiGioia, Antonio  
Hondros, Christina  
Hondros, Christopher and Darlene 
Hondros, Fr. John and  
 Presv. Maria  
Hondros, Marissa 
Howard, Eddie and Willie  
Hristopoulou, Spiridoula  
Hurey, Heather  
Ignadiou, Marios 
Ingraham, Leland and Victoria  
Iteen, Robert and Sophia 
Jandete, Johanna  
Jaynes, Albert and Christine  
Jensen, Matthew and Michelle  
Kachikis, Ernestine  
Kakavulias, George and Helen 
Kalkas, John and Rena  
Kambouris, Evangelia  
Kanis, Constantinos and Katie  
Karakoli, Rula  
Karalias, Petros and Constance  
Karas, James  
Karas, John and Marcie 
Karris, Mark and Suzanne 
Kasiotis, Nicholas and Claudia  
Katopodis, Efstratios 
Katre, Ilia Sotir  
Katre, Sotir Mark  
Katris, Nick and Theana  
Katsaros, Thomas and Sharon  
Kaytia, Patricia and  
 Little, Martin 
Kebreah, Millien  
Kelesis, Paula  
Kiflezgi, Rahel   
Kinard, Panorea  
Kirchner, Gary “Barlaam”  
Kleanthis, George and Zanetta  
Kokkinis, Peter and Jennifer 
Koliambas, Eleni  
Konsolakis, Eleni and Manoli  
Konsolakis, George and Sofia  
Kontos, Diana  

Kostopoulos, Georgia  
Kountanis, Panagiota  
Koupais, Mario and Cheri  
Kouris, Demitris and Terry  
Kouris, George  
Koutsulis, John and Eileen 
Koutsulis, Sam and Effie  
Krikie, Jonathan and Iryna   
Kypreos, George  
Kypreos, Peter and Geri 
Kypreos, Sophia   
Kyriannis, Justin and Linda  
Kyriazopoulos, Constantine Jr.  
Laird, Blair and Leeann  
Lakkis, Christina  
Lamancusa, Lisa  
Landahl, Richard and Johana 
Lavine, Frederick  
Lee, David and Alexandra  
Lekar, Caroline 
Lekar, Michael and Effie  
Leong, Marissa  
Leonis, Nick and Sophia  
Leonis, Tishe  
Leventis, Nicholas and Christina 
Liaos, James and Tina 
Liaos, Steven and Francine  
Likourinou, Angie  
Likourinou, Steve and June  
Litsos, Nicholas and Catherine  
Loughton, Dustin and Rena  
Magee, Gerald and Catalina  
Makris, Apostolos 
Manakides, Alexis and  
 Varonos, Nicholas  
Mangafas, Kyriakos and Elefteria 
Manolakos, Catherine 
Manos, Constantine and Michele  
Mansour, Muna  
Markantonis, Demos and Kate 
Markantonis, George and Sarah  
Martinaitis, Louis 
Mavrantonis, Kiki and Stacy  
Mavros, Alex and Jen  
Mavros, Debbie 
Mazzorana, Vicki  
McCarty, David and  
 Soesetyo, Grace  
McKinney, Michael and Mersene 
McManus, Jeanette  
McPherson, Robert and Marie 
McSweeney, Farolyn 
Mehas, Andrew and Samantha  
Menegatos, James  
Merritt, Devin and Sonia  
Meyers, Evon 
Mikelis, Nikolas and Angela  
Monoyudis, Jim and Julie 
Mulopulos, George and Jenny  
Murray, Christopher and  
 George, Veneta  
Newell, Ronald and Maria  
Nicholas, Christina  
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With Gratitude to God for Our Pledged Stewards in 2024 
If you wish to become a Parish Steward, please call Karen for a Pledge Form  

Nicholas, John and Estella  
Nichols, George and Tereza  
Nicolas, Samer and Christine  
Niforos, Helen  
Nixon, Deacon John and  
 Diakonissa Ellyn  
Olmsted, Travis and Marilyn  
Pahigiannis, Nikon 
Paikos, Tom and Elizabeth  
Pajak, Scott and Angela  
Palivos, Peter and Vicky 
Pallis, Paul  
Pandelis, Cheryl  
Panos, Jeanne  
Papas, Christian and Nicole 
Papas, Peter and Rita 
Pappas, Panagiotis and Andrea  
Paschalis, Evangelos and Maria  
Payan, Luis and Eleni  
Pendleton, Tricia 
Peratikos, Tony  
Petro, Aleko and Georgia  
Petrou, Jim and Penelopi  
Philoptochos Society  
Peterson, Todd and Diane  
Pierro, Joe and Rhonda  
Pilatos, Emmanuel and Erica  
Polimerou, Angeline  
Politis, Pantelis and Dimitra  
Poulis, Chris and Francine 
Poulos, Christine  
Pouridis, Kouli and Para 
Powell, Scott and Angela  

Powers, Russell and Rebecca  
Prestage, Adam and Courtney  
Pytikakis, Manos and Elaine  
Raptis, Presvytera Evonne 
Rey, Robert and Patricia  
Rigas, Anthony and Mary 
Rigas, Evie  
Rihani, Gary and Linda  
Ristache, Fr. Florin and  
 Presv. Alexandra  
Rivera, Elias and April  
Robison, Diane and Patricia 
Rodis, Dimitri and Angeline 
Rodis, Sophia    
Rotas, Beatrice  
Sakkas, Georgios and  
 Stavropoulos, Bessie  
Salon, Janelle   
Santamaria, Jennifer and Robert 
Sehremelis, Andy and Leslie  
Setian, Gary  
Shipman, Chad and Anastasia  
Simos, Eleni  
Simos, Tony and Lorie  
Simpson, Bryan and Julie 
Sirhan, Michael and Imtisal   
Skalkotos, Nikolas and Georgia  
Song, Adrienne  
Soteropulos, Gust and Rita  
Sotiropulos, Chris and Jessica  
Soursos, Helene  
Sparkuhl, Alex and Antoinette  
Spirtos, Nick  

Staubs, Douglas and Anastasia 
Stavropoulos, Terry and Niki  
Stransky, Mark  
Stransky, John and Rachel  
Szukiewicz, Joseph and Justina 
Tadich, Katarina   
Tafoya, Steven and Irene  
Tasios, Ramona  
Tekle, Asli  
Thanos, Nicholas and Victoria  
Theros, James and Kathryn  
Thompson, Maggy  
Thompson, Steven and Aliki  
Tijiboy, Ana 
Tijiboy, Christine  
Tohme, Tony and May  
Torolopoulos, Eleni  
Trebicka, Adrian and Paola  
Tsarouhas, Maria   
Tsiralidis, Kosmas and Katerina 
Tsobanoglou, Niki and Paris  
Tsolis, Christos and Panagioula  
Tsortanidis, Sophia  
Tzelalis, Antonia 
Tzelalis, Steve  
Tzelalis, Vaso  
Varinos, Nick and Vasiliki  
Vigil, Michael  
Voegele, Steven and  
 Victoria Markantonis 
Wagner, Sophye  
Wainscott, Betty  
Wallace, Robert and Katerina  

Walter, Vernon and Alice  
Waterhouse, David and 

Aleighzja 
Webb, Taylor 
Welles, Brigitte   
Wilkerson, Chuck and Kristina  
Williams, Anthony and Anna  
Williamson, Daniel and  
 Stavroula Halatsis- 
Wilson, Cleo  
Wilson, Clyde  
Wilson, Kelly and 
  Egi, Junichiro  
Womack, Karl  
Womack, Kimberly  
Xerogianes, Nick and Nikki  
Xikis, Victoria  
Yurkov, Andre and Kalina  
Zaferatos, Ted 
Zakis, Pope 
Zamir, Michelle and Talor   
Zarkos, Nick and Dina  
Zaronis, Mary  
Zarras, Nick and Chery  
Zervas, Dionisios and Cacilda 
Zimmerman, Paul, Angela,  
 Christopher and Vangeli  
Zimmerman, Paul and Julie  
Ziu, Joana  
Zmina, Stephen and Cynthia  
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Church Account Summaries ~ March 2024 

 

Stewardship Gifts Pledged:  $513,393 ($533,905 in 2023)   
Stewardship Gifts Received:  $249,958 ($256,368 in 2023)   
Unfulfilled Pledge Balance:  $263,435 ($277,537 in 2023)

Stewardship Families Pledged:  356 (345 in 2023)  
2024 Goal:  $600,000 . . . Keep the Pledges Coming! 

 

 Average Pledge  No. of Families Amount Pledged  
 

  $1 ~ $500     143   $ 38,130 
  $501 ~ $1,000     67   $ 52,565 
  $1,001 ~ $2,500     98   $149,197  
  $2,501 ~ $5,000     31   $114,964  
  $5,001 ~ $9999     14   $ 87,357 
  $10,000 & Above       3__   $ 71,180 
  Total Families              356   $513,393 

 

2024 
Stewardship 

Report  
 

(as of 4/29/24)  
 

 

“LET  
GOD’S LOVE 
GUIDE US” 
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The Way of the Lord 
 

A Pascha of delight, this 
Pascha, the Lord’s Pascha.  
A most venerable Pascha 

has dawned for us.  In it let 
us embrace one another 

with gladness.  O Pascha, 
release from sorrow!  For 
shining forth this day as 
from a bridal chamber, 

Christ filled the women 
with joy, telling them, 

“Proclaim it to My 
Disciples!” 

(Apostichon,  
Great and Holy Pascha) 

The Desert Messenger 

CHRIST 
IS RISEN! 


