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From “ .. the younger son gathered all he had and took his journey into a far country . ..”
Father ~Luke 15:13

John Beloved in Christ:

Most of us are familiar with the powerfully poignant Parable of our Lord about the
Prodigal Son, which is read each year in preparation for the Lenten Season. Essentially this parable is a
paradigm of repentance - that is, a revelation of the “change of mind” which is necessary for each of us to
have in order to bear much spiritual fruit on our journey to Pascha.

In this parable, the younger son — who is the icon of all of us fallen human beings - selfishly demands
his inheritance from his father, customarily given upon the death of a parent, and then takes a foolishly
indulgent expedition into the “far country.” Not too long after, broke and far away from home during a
period of famine (that is, spiritual depravity), the prodigal finally realizes his sin and desires to return to his
father’s home - this time, however, as a slave, for he is humbly aware of his unworthiness and, moreover,
knows that his father’s servants live much better than he in his exile.

The “far country” can be defined in so many ways, but one of the hymns of our Church for the Sunday
of the Prodigal captures it effectively: “O loving Father, I have departed far from You ... The evil enemy has stripped me
and taken all my wealth; I have wasted like the Prodigal the grace given to my soul.” (Doxastikon for Orthros, Sunday of the
Prodigal Son) Our true wealth is our heavenly inheritance, which we so easily — and sadly so - allow the evil
one to strip away from us on a regular basis. As such, God’s abundant grace, which is continuously provided
through the Holy Mysteries of the Church, slowly erodes, and our souls are left destitute, parched, in hunger
and poverty.

As T ponder on the meaning of this parable each year in preparation for the holy Lenten fast, I cannot
help but admit that my exile from God’s Kingdom is not the result of Adam’s sin, but rather the consequence
of my own personal squandering of the many blessings He has given me in my life. Simply put, our exile
from God is self-imposed, and therefore our return to Him must be genuine and come from the depth of our
being. We have become the children of God by grace at the time of our Baptism, yet we choose regularly to
estrange ourselves from our loving Creator — indeed a Heavenly Father Who loves us so much that He gives
us the freedom to reject Him and waste away the imperishable treasure of life He willingly gave us as He
stretched His Hands on the Cross and Resurrected from the Dead.

Yet the mystery of God’s love, which is affirmed in this parable, is revealed in the Person of the
Waiting Father, Who not only runs to greet His child, but rejoices at his return. Beloved Children of the
Lord, as we prepare for the Great and Holy Forty-Day Fast, let us be mindful that an essential part of
abstinence is ridding ourselves of sinful habits and, equally so, returning to the grace we have squandered
through the Sacrament of Confession. With this God-given Sacrament, we receive back our heavenly
birthright and experience first-hand, like the Prodigal, the loving, joyful and merciful embrace of God, Who
awaits our return from spiritual exile.

[ pray that our Lenten Journey, which begins on Monday, February 27, will become for each of us a
genuine Season of Repentance - that is, a true changing of our minds, for God’s glory and our sanctification.

With much love in Christ, T Y‘/\
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WORSHIP SCHEDULFE

Sundays: 8:45 am Orthros ~ 10:00 am Divine Liturgy
Church School follows Holy Communion

Wednesday, February 1

5:00 pm Orthros

6:00 pm Divine Liturgy (The Meeting of Our
Lord in the Temple)

Epistle: Hebrews 7:7-17

Gospel: Luke 2:22-40

Thursday, February 2/ The Meeting of Our Lord
in the Temple (Liturgy on Wednesday evening)

Sunday, February 5/16th Sunday of Luke/

The Publican and the Pharisee

Orthros: Tone One

Resurrection Gospel (Orthros): Matthew 28:16-20
Epistle: 2 Timothy 3:10-15

Gospel: Luke 18:10-14

Triodion Begins on Sunday, February 5:
This week is fast-free

Friday, February 10/ Priest-Martyr Haralambos
8:00 am Orthros

9:00 am Divine Liturgy and Artoclasia

Epistle: 2 Timothy 2:1-10

Gospel: John 15:17-27;16:1-2

Sunday, February 12/17th Sunday of Luke/
The Prodigal Son

Orthros: Tone Two

Resurrection Gospel (Orthros): Mark 16:1-8
Epistle: 1 Corinthians 6:12-20

Gospel: Luke 15:11-32

Fast on Wednesday and Friday this week

Saturday, February 18/ Ist Saturday of Souls
8:00 am Orthros

9:00 am Divine Liturgy and Memorial
Epistle: 1 Thessalonians 4:13-17

Gospel: Luke 21:8-9,25-27, 33-36

Sunday, February 19/The Last Judgment/Meatfare
Orthros: Tone Three

Resurrection Gospel (Orthros): Mark 16:9-20
Epistle: 1 Corinthians 8:8-13; 9:1-2

Gospel: Matthew 25:31-46

Abstain from meat this week

Saturday, February 25/2nd Saturday of Souls
8:00 am Orthros

9:00 am Divine Liturgy and Memorial
Epistle: Galatians 5:22-26

Gospel: Matthew 6:1-13

Sunday, February 26/ Forgiveness Sunday/
Cheesefare

Orthros: Tone Four

Resurrection Gospel (Orthros): Luke 24:1-12
Epistle: Romans 13:11-14; 14:1-4

Gospel: Matthew 6:14-21

6:00 pm Forgiveness Vespers

Monday, February 27/ Clean Monday (Lent Begins)
Abstain from meat and dairy for 40 days

6:30 pm Great Compline

Wednesday, February 29
6:30 pm Presanctified Liturgy

Prayer of St. Ephraim the Syrian

Lord and Master of my life, cast away from me the spirit of laziness,
idle curiosity, love of power and vain talk.
But grant me, Your servant, the spirit of moderation, humility, patience and love.
Yes, Lord and King, grant me to see my own faults
and not judge my brothers and sisters.
For You are blessed forever. Amen.

‘Our Thoughts Determine Our Lives’
The Life and Teachings of Elder Thaddeus of Vitovnica
Wednesdays ~ 7:00 - 8:30 pm ~ Kokkos Hall

Fr. John Hondros, Instructor
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. Reverend Fathers, Brothers and Sisters in Christ:

Parish Xronia Polla) May all of you and your families enjoy a new year abundant in health and

Council blessings from our Lord.

Report I want to thank the entire parish of St. John the Baptist Greek Orthodox Church for the
kindness and support all of you have shown in my initial weeks as Parish Council President.

Many of you have offered your help and willingness to assist me and the entire Parish Council, and for that I

am very grateful.

I would like to thank Spiros Filios, our past President, for his previous and present service to our
parish. T would also like to thank the fine people that previously served and also the members that have
continued to serve on the Parish Council. We again have a vibrant group of individuals on the Parish Council
that have the best interest of St. John the Baptist in their hearts.

Father John Hondros, Spiros Filios and T had the honor to attend our Greek Orthodox Metropolis of
San Francisco Clergy-Laity Conference at St. Nicholas Ranch. First and foremost, it was very spiritual and
made us once again realize the magnitude and greatness of our faith. Falling on the feast day of St. Anthony
set the tone for constructive dialog and interaction between the clergy and laity representatives.

We learned of some key events that will take place this year. Our Holy Cross Seminary in Brookline,
MA, will be celebrating 75 years of educating our clergy and lay leaders. All of us Orthodox Christians should
be very proud and seize the opportunity to possibly celebrate this milestone within our own parishes. In
addition, the Archdiocese is continually researching state-of-the-art technology by developing creative
websites to better keep us all informed and involved in our beliefs. You will be pleased to know that these
innovative support sites will be accessible to all. Please visit www.goarch.org periodically to stay current as
this information is disseminated. We were very proud to have represented our entire parish and many kind
thoughts and blessings were offered.

We have a vibrant parish. I am most grateful to represent all of you as your President and through all
of our hard work, prayers and support of new and existing ministries, we will continue to grow our Church
for the Glory of God!

May God continue to Bless St. John the Baptist Greek Orthodox Church.

In Christ, John Fotopoulos, Parish Council President

Ministries, Committees & Organizations ~ Parish Council Liaisons (This listing denotes your Parish Council
contdct, and not necessarily the chairman. All ministries and organizations are under the spiritual guidance of Father John)

Building Committee/Maintenance/Facilities: Hellenic Historical Society: Jim Monoyudis

Spiros Filios, Darrick Cole Youth Ministries (GOYA, HOPE & JOY, Orthodox Family
Iconography: Demetri Asim, Tami Stefanatos Fellowship): Tami Stefanatos, Stephanie Demoleas

Finance: Darrick Cole, Jim Monoyudis Altar Servers/Myrrh-Bearers: Father John

Stewardship: Tami Stefanatos, Ramona Tasios, Spiros Filios Orthodox Connection: Adam Bieker

Outreach: Demetri Asim, Ramona Tasios, Tami Stefanatos Church School: Tami Stefanatos

Fundraising : Demetri Asim, Adam Bieker Greek Language School: Paula Kelesis

Technology: Stephanie Demoleas, Spiros Filios Choir: Father John

Folk Dance: Darrick Cole, George Bochanis Chanters: Father John

Personnel: John Fotopoulos, Darrick Cole, George Bochanis Youth Choir: Stephanie Demoleas

Parish Bylaws: Spiros Filios, George Bochanis, Darrick Cole Forerunners: The Seniors: Ramona Tasios, John Fotopoulos
Food Festival: Stephanie Demoleas, Stacy Mavrantonis Kokkos Scholarship: John Fotopoulos, Paula Kelesis

Adult Education: Father John, Adam Bieker Philoptochos: Stacy Mavrantonis

Bookstore: Father John, Adam Bieker Hellenic Organizations (AHEPA, Daughters, Pan Arcadians,
Divine Liturgy Education: Demetri Asim Cretans, Macedonians): Jim Monoyudis, Paula Kelesis
Adult Cultural Classes: Ramona Tasios, Tami Stefanatos OCF: George Bochanis

Parish Library: Stephanie Demoleas, Tami Stefanatos Adult Athletics: Adam Bieker, George Bochanis

OFor everyone who exalts hi mse
but he who humbles himself wildl
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The Clark County Orthodox Clergy Association
Invites All Orthodox and Interested Seekers to the Annual

Lenten Retreat
Saturday, March 3, 2012

At St. Paul the Apostle Orthodox Church
5400 Annie Oakley Drive, Las Vegas 89120¢ (702) 898-4800

Archimandrite Meletios Webber
Retreat Speaker

“Finding Silence in a Noisy World”

Program

9:00 am Divine Liturgy

10:30am  Continental Breakfast

11:15 am First Session

12:45am  Break

1:00 pm Lenten Lunch

1:45 pm Second Session

3:15 pm Break

330pm  Third Session/Questions & Answers
5:00 pm Great Vespers

$15 per person, includes meals

Please register by Friday, February 24 -
Make checks payable to St. Paul Church, Memo: Lenten Retreat

Archimandrite Meletios Webber, of Scottish background, was born in London and received his Masters
degree in Theology from Oxford University, England and the Thessalonica University, Greece. He holds an EDD
(doctorate) in Psychotherapy from the University of Montana, Missoula. He is the author of two published books:
Steps of Transformation: An Orthodox Priest Explores the 12 Steps of Alcoholics Anonymous (Conciliar Press, 2003)
and Bread and Water, Wine and Oil: An Orthodox Christian Experience of God (Conciliar Press, 2007). Father
Meletios is Abbot of St. John of San Francisco Monastery in California.
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Parish Celebrates Father John’s Silver Anniversary

To My Dear Fellow Parishioners:

On behalf of the Parish of St. John the Baptist Greek Orthodox Church it is my honor and pleasure to
greet you as the newly installed Parish Council President.

Since September 2002, the Reverend Father John Hondros has faithfully guided our flourishing
Church community here in Las Vegas, Nevada. With joy and gratitude we announce there will be a Silver
Celebration honoring our beloved priest on the occasion of the 25 Anniversary of his Ordination to the
Priesthood on March 22, 1987.

Father John Hondros exemplifies the qualities of a good and dedicated priest, through his deep
spirituality, his humility and his pastoral care for the flock that he shepherds. In order to respectfully and
fully honor him, our Church community will gather for a Silver Celebration of the Ordination of Father
John on the evening of March 10, 2012.

Geri Kypreos has graciously accepted the chairmanship of this event and will be assisted by many
eager volunteers from our Church Ministries, the AHEPA family and the Pan Hellenic Organizations.

The Silver Celebration is open to the entire community by reservation only. There will be no admission
price; however, the committee is requesting a free will offering confident that your donation will be generous
and fair, with proceeds being applied to the St. John Church mortgage principal reduction. When you receive
your invitation in the very near future, please be sure to make your reservation promptly.

We look forward to celebrating with all of you as we honor Father John.

Love in Christ, John Fotopoulos, Parish Council President

J) Notes from the Loft

ﬁj Choir practices for this month will be: Wednesday, February 15 at 6:00 pm and
Wednesday, February 22 at 6:00 pm. Please mark your calendars and plan to attend, as we will
continue our work on new music! New members are always welcome to join! Athena Mertes, Director

e

Our Parish Council took the Oath of Office during the Divine Liturgy for the Feast of our Parish Patron,
St. John the Baptist, on Saturday, January 7, 2012. From left: Spiros Filios, Adam Bieker, Stephanie
Demoleas, Jim Monoyudis (Asst. Treasurer), Tami Stefanatos, Fr. John, Fr. Dean, Paula Kelesis
(Secretary), Stacy Mavrantonis, Ramona Tasios, John Fotopoulos (President), Darrick Cole (Treasurer),

Demetrious Asim and George Bochanis (Vice President). ~ Photo by Stephen Carabas
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ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST
GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH

5300S. El Camino Rd.
Las Vegas, NV 89118

Rev. Father John Hondros

Karen Rawlinson
Administrative Assistant

Maria Kakavulias
Business Administrator

Sheryl Lujan
Facilities and Catering Manager

Office Hours
Monday- Friday
9:00am- 5:00 pm
Telephone((702) 2218245
FAX: (702) 2219167
E-mail:
frjohn@vegasgreekorthodox.corL
Website: vegasgreekorthodox.co

Parish Council: John Fotopoulog
Philoptochos: Geri Kypreos
Choir: Athena Mertes

Chanters/Youth Choir:
Presvytera Maria Hondros

Church School:
Eileen Koutsulis

Altar Servers:
Alex Szukiewicz

Stewardship Committee:
Jennia Szukiewicz

Hellenic Historical Society:
Nitsa Filios

GOYA:
Effie Lekar
Tammy Chomakos

HOPE and JOY:
Sharon Katsaros

Orthodox Family Fellowship:
Amy & Jeremy Bauck

Youth Ministries:
Eileen Koutsulis

Orthodox Connection Las Vegas
Adam Bieker

Adult Basketball: Panagiote Tsolfs

Forerunners:
Marie & Gary Setian

Greek Folk Dance:
Tina Liaos, Chair
Bryan Taxopoulos, Director

Greek School: Paula Kelesis

Orthodox Bookstore:
Matthew Castillo

Bill Andrews Library:
Spero Demoleas

. Greetings!
P hllOptOChOS We would like to thank everyone who made a
News donation for the Cutting of the Community Vasilopita

and those who contributed at the Fellowship after
Liturgy. This will enable us to send to St. Basil's Academy over $1200, which
they need for numerous repairs. Thanks to Elizabeth Goddard and Marcie
Karas for donating their time and talents.

On Sunday, February 5 we will be taking a collection for Kids &
Cancer and hosting the Fellowship after Liturgy. Our next General Meeting
will be on Tuesday, February 7at 7:.00 pm. We hope you will join us as we
begin planning all of our Lenten events.

Also, on Sunday, February 12 we will be paying our respects in
honoring our departed members with a Philoptochos Memorial Service.
Please join Philoptochos as we remember those who came and built the
foundation on which we stand.

Lastly, please mark your calendar for Saturday, March 10 when we
will have Great Vespers followed by a Celebration in honor of Father John’s
25" Anniversary of his Ordination to the Priesthood. Please plan on
attending this Silver Celebration, which will be a momentous occasion.

Your Sisters in Christ,

Geri Kypreos and the Panagia Chapter of Philoptochos

Our Community Registry
Baptized into Christ: Na Mas Zisi/

Stefan (Eric), son of Ararat and Juliette Oustian on January 14, 2012.
Godparents: Vardan and Inga Pilafdzhyan

Fallen Asleep in the Lord: Eternal Memory

Mary Helen Margaretis on December 25, 2011. Trisagion on January 3, 2012.
Funeral at St. Paul Church, Irvine, CA.

Constantinos Arhontas on January 7, 2012. Funeral on January 13.
Ekaterini “Kathy” Tsarouhas on January 14, 2012. Funeral on January 21.
Darius Gear on January 15, 2012. Funeral on January 23.

POPPPPPIPIPIPIPIPIIPIIIIIVIIVIPIVIIVPIPIIVYIVYIYYY
: Pedicures for the Parish
: A parishioner has graciously donated a %
limited amount of pedicures to St. John the
: Baptist Greek Orthodox Church. This would %
@ make a great gift for your special Valentine!
() We are asking for a minimum donation
® of $30 and, better yet, al/ proceeds benefit the Church! To purchase ®
® gift cards, please contact Karen at (702) 221-8245 or ®
karen@vegasgreekorthodox.com. :
POPPPPPIPIPIPIPIPIIPIIIIIVIIVPIVIIVPIPIYIIVYIIVYIYYY

¢¢eeceeee
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SUNDAY SCHEDULE

February 5
Ushers: Tami Stefanatos, Demetrious Asim, Darrick Cole, George Bochanis, Adam Bieker and Spiros Filios
Fellowship: Philoptochos ~ Kids n’ Cancer

February 12
Ushers: Paula Kelesis, Stephanie Demoleas, Ramona Tasios, Stacy Mavrantonis,
John Fotopoulos and Jim Monoyudis
Memorial: Evangelia Irene Collins (5 years),
William David Collins, Jr. (15 years); Michael and Georgia Matsis.
Departed Members of Philoptochos
Fellowship: Folk Dance Group FDF Luncheon

February 19
Ushers: Adam Bieker, Spiros Filios, Demetrious Asim, Darrick Cole
and Jim Monoyudis
Fellowship: Forerunners, The Seniors of St. John the Baptist

February 26
Ushers: John Fotopoulos, George Bochanis, Paula Kelesis, Stephanie Demoleas,
Ramona Tasios and Stacy Mavrantonis
Fellowship: Daughters of Penelope

SATURDAY OF SOULS
Names of those who have Fallen Asleep in the Lord

Please return form to Father John
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Youth Ministries

Church School

Hi Everyone!

I hope everyone is having a wonderful new year so far. We are having a great time
in Church School. Please remember to register your children if you have not done so.

We will again this year have our annual Pennies and Prayers program, starting on
Sunday, March 4 - it is never too early to start collecting loose change to benefit home
missions in the Metropolis of San Francisco.

A special thanks for all the families that donated items for our outreach program.
Due to your generosity, we were able to drop off lots of bags to the homeless.

Dates to remember: Family Worship Sundays are on February 19 and March 4 (Sunday of
Orthodoxy -~ Bring your Icons!).

Please do not hesitate to call or email me with questions or concerns.

Eileen Koutsulis, Director (702) 521-6516 or vivaleenie@cox.net
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Youth Choir News

0 I cannot thank all of you enough who chanted the Divine Liturgy in January. Our
O #9d A . . . . : .

RO @ . Visitor representing the Archdiocese, Stewardship Team Member Bill Marianes, said, “You
! ’:}"é iﬂ“\{‘(’rf{_ truly sounded like angels.” Thanks to alll The comments from everybody were very

YA /,(T'ﬂ,\ g complimentary.
’ i H ! ‘“ \ We will chant the Divine Liturgy on Sunday, February 5 (Super Bowl Sunday).
@2= &#9&%=  Same time (early), same place (in front).
Please join us for a Youth Choir Rehearsal on Sunday, February 26 following
Church School. We will practice our music for Lent, and enjoy cheese pizza and soda after rehearsal.
Best of luck to our youth at FDF! Love, Presvytera Maria

GOYA

Hello GOYAns!

The hockey game in lieu of our snow day was a great time for all! The
youth group of St. Paul Church joined us, and now we will reciprocate by
joining them for their Bowling Day on Saturday, February 4,12:30-4:30 pm, at (R
Wildfire Lanes (4451 E. Sunset Rd., Henderson).

The cost is $10 per person and includes three hours of bowling, shoe
rental, pizza and drinks. Please contact Steve at (702) 521-6988 or Christina at
(702) 686-4507, or email at youthgroup@vegasorthodox.com.

We begin Lent this month with Clean Monday on February 27 and
we are planning our annual GOYA Lenten Retreat. It will be a time for us to reunite with one another along
with the guidance of our Father John.

We renew our spirit during Lent and our commitment for our lifetime journey toward union with
Christ. How we achieve this is by loving one another and having forgiveness, patience and humility in our
hearts. All details will be printed in the Weekly Bulletin and emailed.

Please provide us with your email to receive all GOYA reminders and updates.

Thank you to everyone for their donations and for those who came to pack and deliver the care
packages and lunches for our annual Homeless Project on January 16.

GOYA is a youth ministry for middle and high schoolers.

Love in Christ, Effie Lekar (702) 768-5500 & Tammy Chomakos (702) 338-4671
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Greek Folk Dance

Dance Luncheon: Sunday, February 12is the date of our Annual Luncheon. We are excited for you
to see our youth folk dancers perform the dances they have learned and will be performing at FDF. They have
been working so hard and are excited for their upcoming competition. We will also be holding a raffle at the
luncheon and will have wonderful prizes to give away. Tickets can be purchased on Sundays after Liturgy
beginning Sunday, February 5. This event is a sell-out each year, so we recommend you buy your tickets early.

Sign up for the New
FDF e-Newsletter

Practice Dates and Times: The Greek Folk Dance and Choral Festival (FDF) is just a few weeks
away and our kids are working hard and have been practicing for hours each week to perfect their
competition performances. Although parents should all have received emails regarding additional dance
practices, following is the current practice schedule: Liondaria — Sundays 12:30-1:15 pm (all dancers) and
Tuesdays 5:30-6:15 pm (dancers going to FDF only); Delfinia — Sundays 1:00-3:00 pm, Tuesdays 5:30-7:30 pm,
and Thursdays 5:30-7:30 pm; Hrisi Thisavri — Sundays 1:00-3:00 pm, Tuesdays 6:00-8:00 pm, and Thursdays
5:30-7:30 pm; Stavroforoi — Sundays 3:00-5:00 pm, Tuesdays 8:00-10:00 pm, and Thursdays 7:30-9:30 pm.
Since this is crunch time in preparation for the competition, it is important that the dancers attend all
practices and arrive punctually.

Sign-up for 2012-13 Dance Year Coming Soon! The Greek Folk Dance Ministry at St. John Church is
one of the largest ministries for the youth of our community. Our dancers form life-long friendships not only
within our Las Vegas community, but with friends they make when attending the Greek Folk Dance Festival
in Faith, Dance and Fellowship each year. We are always looking for new dancers, so please look for registration
information in The Desert Messenger sometime in the spring, or send an email to me at Jtlia@aol.com for more
information. I will keep a list of those interested, so you can be contacted once registration begins.

Save the Date! We're bringing back HOREPSE! Our popular Greek Folk Dance Workshop will be
back this year — June 8-10. More information will be published in upcoming issues of The Desert Messenger as
the date gets closer, or visit our Horepse website at http://horepse.vegasgreekorthodox.com.

Good Luck to All Our Dancers Competing at FDF in Anaheim! May you enjoy a weekend of Faith,
Dance and Fellowship, making memories you will carry with you for a lifetime.

Tina Liaos and the Greek Folk Dance Board

HOPE and JOY

This month we will be busy with FDF!  Please mark your calendars for
S Sunday, March 11, right after Church School, for an exciting HOPE and JOY event!

Let's get ready for another Fear Factor! This is a contest where children try
various Lenten foods and win prizes just for participating]

This year I will be asking parents to help out. If there is a favorite Lenten dish
you would like your child to try, then this will be the time to do it.

Please call Sharon at (702) 292-0850 for information.

Your Sister in Christ, Sharon Katsaros
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Orthodox Family Fellowship

Orthodox Family Fellowship will be meeting on Saturday, February 11 at 5:00 pm. We are looking
for a family to host this month's potluck. If you are interested, please call Amy at (702) 250-5064. We look
forward to seeing you for an evening of family fun. If you are interested in attending, please contact Amy at
the above number to get the finalized location.

God Bless, Amy and Jeremy Bauck, OFF Directors

2012 AHEPA Scholarship Applications Available

The Order of AHEPA, Las Vegas Chapter 314, announces the availability of scholarship applications
for 2012. Worthy students are encouraged to submit applications for either one of the two types of
scholarships being offered for 2012.

The first type of scholarship being offered is the “Journey to Greece.” This is a month-long study
program starting on June 28 and ending on August 1, 2012. It is sponsored in conjunction with the University
of Indianapolis, and takes place in Athens, Greece. Students may select two out of six courses, and upon
completion will earn six transferable university credits.

The second type of scholarship being offered for 2012 is the standard Academic Scholarship for
entering college, or continuing college students. It consists of an award to assists students in meeting their
tuition and registration requirements.

Additional information and applications for both scholarships are available at the St. John Greek
Orthodox Church Office. The deadline for submittals is March 15.

On Fire!

As an active member of our parish and of the Stewardship Committee, Father
John and Gary Waters have asked me more than a few times to take on the privilege of
writing the insert for The Desert Messenger. My answers were always something like this:
“Oh, there is surely someone more capable than me,” or “There has to be someone who
has better writing abilities than I do to take on this important responsibility.”

In a last ditch effort to get out of the task I used this line, “Bill Marianes, our
guest speaker from the Archdiocese, is doing a monthly letter . . . can’t we ask to use
what he publishes?” With every attempt to avoid the work, Father John would gently
insist on me for the job. Why ME? T wondered? Well, perhaps it is because he knows
that I have potential. A potential to be On Fire . . . For Christ/

Even when I cannot see the obvious myself, through the grace of the priesthood our dear spiritual
father knows me more than I realize, and knows there is a great need to share the Flame of Faith with others.

So, after finally settling in and getting on task in writing this article, a realization came to me. How I
responded is exactly the trap that many of us fall into when called by Christ to do His work for the benefit of
the Church. How is this you may ask? One example is, maybe you have missed the opportunity to visit an
elderly person who needs a companion. Or perhaps . . . you have flat out refused the request to help out in any
number of ways that our Lord needs you in our parish community.

Are you still not sure where this is leading? Take a look at the back of the Stewardship Pledge Card
that has a listing for your convenience, or see us at the Newcomer Table on Sunday after Divine Liturgy. You
have the “Light of Christ” and you to have the potential to be “On Fire/” We hope you realize this and
warm the world around you with the flame, not having to be reminded - as I did - about your value to our
Lord and His Church.

In closing, I must mention that January 7, 2012 marked a monumental and exciting transition in the
parish of Saint John the Baptist. In next month’s article, I will share a few details.

In Christ, Jennia Szukiewicz and the Stewardship Committee
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Stewardship Report: “I Am the Vine ~ You are the Branches”

Pledge Range Number of Families $ of Gifts Pledged
$1-$999 154 $ 56,680
$1,000-$2,499 51 $ 66,920
$2,500-%$4,999 10 $ 31,900
$5,000-$9,999 5 $27.720
$10,000-$14,999 0 $0.00
2011 2012 Difference
Stewards Pledged* 242 220 -22
Gifts Pledged $204,087 $183,220 -$20,867
Gifts Received $31,706 $43,393 $11,687
Average Pledge $843.00 $833.00 -1

*Based on Stewardship Pledge Cards received

2012 Stewardship Status (January 10, 2012): Stewardship Target - 2011 $325,000
Stewardship Families Pledged 220 Stewardship Gifts Pledged $183.220
Stewardship Gifts Received $43,393 Current Stewardship Deficit $141,780

Average Stewardship Pledge $833 Percentage of Goal Achieved 56%

Financial Status for Month of December 2011

Beginning Balance Internal Bank Transfers Balances
Bank Accounts as of 11.30.11 Income Expenses Transfers In Transfers Out as of 12.31.11
General Operating $2,383.25 $17,206.55 $20,481.46 $10,000.00 $108.34
Building/Maintenance $28.12 $16.00 $12.12
Community/Education Ctr  $9,457.28 $65.00 $8,464.85 $1,057.43
Construction (Loan Paymts) $59,723.91 $5,637.39 $54,086.52
Food Festival $379.95 $6,033.34 $750.00 $5,663.29
Icon Money Market $8,031.47 $4,950.34 $8,532.00 $4,449.81 *
Library Checking $15,137.74 $3.19 $15,140.93
On-Line Donations $1,200.09 $1,200.09
Bookstore Checking $547.28 $506.00 $16.00 $1,037.28
Construction Loan $588,270.74 $588,270.74
Revolving Line of Credit $18,000.00 $10,000.00 $28,000.00
Term Loan (5 year loan) $0.00 $0.00

*$8,525 contribution from individual donation towards mortgage reduction

Orthodox Bookstore

I am praying that everyone's New Year is off to a good start. The
Bookstore still has plenty of Daily Lives of the Saints Calendars for $20. They make
great gifts and add to your daily spiritual walk.

After the 2011 Festival, St. Euphrosinos the Cook icons were requested |-

and have now arrived. There are still three large (8x10), and two small (4x6) for |
anyone still interested.
A Blessed Feast of the Meeting of Our Lord in the Temple (February 2) . ..
and onto a Holy Lent (February 27).
Matthew Castillo, Director
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Orthodox Connection Las Vegas

Greetings from OCLV!

Father John recently gave a homily about preparing our homes for the Lord. Our homes are our body,
heart, soul and mind. This reminded me of a television show I watched: “Hoarders: Buried Alive.”

For those who have not seen this show, I will give you a brief synopsis. The theme is centered on a
person who collects things or junk to a point that the “junk,” whether it is animals, newspapers, or a wide,
strange variety of other items, overrun their homes and makes for an unhealthy and very unmanageable living
situation. Family and friends come together with the help of a psychologist and the television show producer
to stage an intervention and remove the junk from the person’s home. In most cases the “hoarder” fights the
process and, in his or her sickness, finds it hard to let go of the junk. When the intervention is accepted and
the clutter is removed from the person’s life, only then are they able to start fresh in a clean house and live a
healthier, clutter-free life.

I found this show very similar to our struggles as Christians. The “junk” we hold on to is our sins, the
psychologist is our priest, and the intervention is confession. Christ is the show’s producer and through His
love He has given us the tools with which we can overcome our sickness. It is up to us to allow the
intervention by going to Confession and letting go of our “junk” and then we will find our lives clutter-free,
thus taking away our label as a “hoarder.”

As Lent begins on Monday, February 27, let us all prepare for our interventions during this fasting
period by taking an inventory of our junk, which will allow us to make a true confession and thus prepare our
homes for the Lord.

For our February event, Ann and Anastasia Christopoulos have invited OCLV to share in their house
blessing and potluck lunch to follow. Please join us Saturday, February 11 at 12:00 pm to share in this blessed
event. RSVP to receive further information.

In Christ, Adam Bieker (702) 321-7611 orthodoxconnectionlv@gmail.com

Do You Need a Tax Deduction? Want to Help Out Our Church?
DONATE YOUR VEHICLE

In an effort to help raise money and offer an additional donation option, we have teamed up with The
Charities Vehicle Auction. You can donate:

Cars

Trucks

Boats

ATV’s

Trailers

Mobile Homes
Heavy Duty Trucks
Utility Vehicles
Construction Equipment
Lawn Mowers
Tools

PLUS MORE

= =4 =4 -4 -4 -4 -8 -4 -4 -8 _—a -2

Donation is simple. Contact us for the pick-up request form.
The Charities Vehicle Auction handles the rest. Then, wait for tax write off!
Any questions, feel free to contact the Church Office at (702) 221-8245.
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Forerunners ~ The Seniors of St. John the Baptist ~ Who Are We?

Like St. John the Baptist, we came before you!  'We have been involved in the Greek Orthodox Church
for a very long time and many of us have paved the way for you, so that you may enjoy the experience of being
involved in our magnificent Church, just as we have! And, we are still involved. Look around you ... we are
in the Philoptochos, in the Parish Council, in the Choir, the AHEPA, Daughters, to name but a few
organizations. Yes, we have “been there, done that” and are still doing! The Forerunners always are a reliable
work force at the Greek Food Festival and many other Church events.. .. we never refuse!

The St. John the Baptist Forerunners hold executive and monthly lunch meetings as well as host many
of the coffee fellowships after Sunday Liturgy, whereby we raise some money. We also hold little fundraisers
at many of our meetings. Some may wonder “what do we do with all that money?”

Under the leadership of the late Tessie Peterson, who lead the Forerunners for some 18 years, the St.
John the Baptist Senior Forerunners have made sizeable donations to the following organizations:

St. John the Baptist Building Fund
Iconography Fund

Folk Dance Groups

Choir Robes

Church School Supplies

Liturgy Books

Greek School

St. John the Baptist Consecration
Epitaphion Flowers

Food Festival Ad Book/Parish Directory Ads
St. Basil’s Academy

Parish Golf Tournament

Also, we have contributed to local families in need, helping with a funeral, paying a power bill, helping
with travel expenses. We will continue to do this.

We have contributed to the Burma Disaster Fund, collecting 150 pair of shoes and sending them to the
disaster relief fund as well as sending funds to the relief effort for the devastating fires in Greece a few years
ago. More recently, we have contributed to the American Red Cross Tsunami Disaster Fund and the Haitian
Disaster Fund.

We are accountants, nurses, artists, musicians, secretaries, computer geeks, administrators,
seamstresses, golfers, dancers, skaters, librarians, teachers, electricians, shopkeepers, designers, priests,
mechanics . . . you name it!

We hope to carry on our ministry in this Church that we love, for many years to come.

All seniors are invited to join. We meet in Panos Hall, (unless otherwise specified) on the second
Monday of each month at 11:30 am for lunch and camaraderie and discussion.

Ruth Plentzas

Lenten Services

Sunday Evening Lenten Vespers: Offered in each Orthodox parish on a rotational basis.
Great Compline: Prayer service with penitential psalms and ancient hymns.
Presanctified Liturgy: Ancient, subdued evening service with pre-consecrated Fucharist.
Salutations to the Theotokos: Beautiful poetic hymns to the Virgin Mary,
related to the Annunciation.

LENT BEGINS: MONDAY, FEBRUARY 27.

HOLY WEEK: APRIL 8-14.

GREAT AND HOLY PASCHA: SUNDAY, APRIL I5.
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2012 Stewards and Contributors: “I Am the Vine ~ You are the Branches”

Abernathy, Akaterine and Gordon
Adamy, Marina

Agnos, Dimitrios and Angeline
Agnos, Mary

Alcala, Phil and Georgia

Alex, Jim and Renee
Anastasakis, Mark and Elaine
Anastasiou, Andrew and Kathleen
Andrews, Catherine

Anthony, Stavros and Bernadette
Aristides, George and Diana
Bacon, Ken and Dianne
Balodimas, James

Bartzos, Sam and Eugenia
Bauck, Jeremy and Amy

Berta, Irene

Bicos, Andriana

Bieker, Adam

Birtas, Constantine and Ann
Birtas, Helen

Bochanis, George

Borzekas, Stephen

Britten, Ronald and Carol
Brown, Faye

Buckalew, Cassandre

Bucy, Brent and Elaine
Carabas, Stephen and Linda
Carabas, Thymios and Sotiroulla
Caredis, Jon and Marjorie
Carrico, William and Alexandra
Carter, Maria

Cero, Dean

Chachas, Bessie

Chachas, James

Chandrinos, Alexia
Chandrinos, Peter

Chomakos, Dean and Tammy
Chomakos, George and Nikki
Chomakos, Jeremy and Romina
Christopoulos, Ann

Christou, Andreas and Toni
Chumas, Russell and Stella
Cole, Darrick and Carla
Collins, David

Collins, Dean

Conklin, Demetra

Constantine, Bill

Costuros, George and Marsha
Cosulas, Fr. Basil and Pres.
Samantha

Cotsilis, Jenny

Dangard, Vasso

Davis, Ivan

Dawood, Evon

Delalis, Dina

Delia, Joel and Scarlet

Demolas, Ilias and Jodi

Demoleas, Stephanie
Demopoulos, Tommy and Vasiliki
DeWindt, Dennis and Susan
Dominguez, Eric and Amalia
Eliades, Aristotelis and Caroline
Eliades, Artemis

Eliades, Harry and Agapi
Eliakis, Peter and Glenda
Exarhos, Nick and Sharon
Eyler, John and Elizabeth

Eyler, Fr. Paul and Pres. Ilean
Filios, George and Nitsa

Filios, Spiridon and Eleni
Flangas, Bill and Marilyn
Fotopoulos, John and Barbara
Frangakis, Constantine
Frangakis, John

Franzi, Jack

Georgis, John and Kaliopi
Giouzelis, Anastasia

Goddard, Elizabeth

Gousias, Elias and Maria
Gulling, April

Hadzoglon, Christos and Barbara
Hamilton, Mary

Hamilton, Paul and Brandi
Hanna, Adnan

Harris, Melty and Angeline
Hart, Dora

Hemmers, Oliver and

Pantelas, Anne

Heretakis, Paul and Francine
Hetzel, David

Hondros, Catherine

Hondros, Fr. John and Pres. Maria
Hoover, Patrick and Pauline
Kakavulias, George and Helen
Kakavulias, John

Kakavulias, Maria

Kambouris, Nicholas and Evangelia
Kane, Larry and Irene

Kanellis, Ann

Kanoles, Helene

Kanoles, Konstantine
Karacostas, Alice

Karalias, Petros and Constance
Karas, James

Karas, John and Marcie

Karas, Vasiliki

Karvounidis, Nick and Alexandra
Katsaros, Thomas and Sharon
Katsikakis, Evangelos

Kelesis, Dina

Kelesis, Paula

Kontos, Spero and Diana
Kordogiannis, Christina and
Rudolph, Brandon

Kotonias, George and Patricia
Kourlos, Georgia

Koutsulis, John and Eileen
Kratsas, Chris and Barbeau,
Marjorie

Kypreos, Peter and Geri
Kyprianou, Gilbert and Alexis
Lakis, Antoinette

Lamancusa, Lisa

Latelle, Penny

Lazarakis, John and Panagiota
Lekar, Michael and Effie
Leventis, Nicholas and Christina
Liaos, James and Tina

Liaos, Steven and Francine
Likourinou, Angie
Likourinou, Steve and June
Lymberopoulos, Mary
Maddox, Thomas and Maria
Malamatos, Kindina

Manos, Patricia

Mansour, Muna
Mavrantonis, Kiki and Stacy
Mavros, Michael and Debbie
Mezilson, Evangeline

Miner, George and Loreane
Mirich, Kyle

Moffett, Todd and Eliopulos, Tina
Monoyudis, Jim and Julie
Morgan, Brian and Adrienne
Murphy, Terry and Karen
Neocleous, Plato

Nickolson, Chloe

Nikitas, Rigas and Aphrodite
Olmsted, Travis and Marilyn
Orlando, Alleck and Jennifer
Ostis, Sotirios

Pandelis, Cheryl

Panos, William and Jeanne
Pantos, James

Papas, Christian and Nicole
Papas, Louis and Magaly
Papas, Peter and Rita

Pappas, Rita

Payan, Luis and Eleni
Pearson, Jeff and Adrienne
Pendleton, Tricia

Pentogenis, Michael and
Katherine

Petratos, Angeline

Platis, Anna

Plentzas, Spiros and Ruth
Polimerou, Angeline

Poulos, Christine

Pouridis, Kouli and Para
Prud’homme, Edwin and Pennye
Radosta, Athena

Raptis, Fr. Dean and Pres. Evonne
Rifakes, John and Carol

Rigas, Anthony and Mary
Rodis, Dimitri and Jennifer
Rodis, Sophia

Ruffner, Skip and Kathy
Salvarlis, Thomas and Joyce
Simos, Tony

Skalkotos, Nikolas and Georgia
Skandros, Georgia

Skerbetz, Frank and Sophia
Snow, Clifford and Christina
Snow, Stephanie

Snowden, Robert and Niki
Soper, Robert and Maria
Sotira, George

Soursos, Savvas and Helene
Sparangis, Spyro and Helen
Sparkuhl, Alex and Antoinette
Stefanatos, Michael and Tami
Stefanatos-Hetzel, Joanne
Stenos, Louis and Litsa
Stergiou, Peter

Stock, Helen

Szukiewicz, Joseph and Jennia
Tafoya, Steven and Irene
Tahiraj, Mirella

Takas, Andrea

Tasios, Pete

Tasios, Ramona

Taxiarchos, Andrew

and Alexandra

Teed, Charles

Thomas, Angie

Thompson, Maggy
Touroutoglou, Nick
Tsarouhas, Maria

Tzelalis, Steve

Tzortzis, Vassilios and Maria
Vavoukakis, Penelope

Vergos, Charles and Eve
Walter, Vernon and Alice
Walters, Lane and Mary
Waterhouse, David
Wilkerson, Chuck and Kristina
Wilson, Steven and Cleo
Womack, Karl

Womack, Kimberly

Wronski, Chuck

Xikis, Victoria

Zaferatos, Ted and Marinella
Zander, Becky and Yialouris, Paul
Zarras, Nick and Chery
Zimmerman, Paul and Angela
Zoumboulis, Tina

Lord, now let your servant depart in peace, according to Your Word. For my eyes
have seen Your salvation, which You have prepared before the face of all peoples;

a light to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of Your people Israel.
~ Prayer of St. Symeon (Said at each Vespers and 40-Day Blessing of an Infant)
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The Way of the Lord

H &P
TAEINGCIC

“For if you forgive men
their trespasses, your heavenly Father
also will forgive you;
but if you do not forgive men
their trespasses,
neither will your Father
forgive your trespasses.”
~ Jesus (Matthew 6:14-15)




