
The Desert  Messenger 
òBehold, I send My messenger before Your Face, who shall prepare Your way...ó (Matthew 11:10)  

 

òPeace I leave with you; My peace I give to you; not as the world gives do I give to you.ó 
~ John 14:27 

 

Beloved in Christ: 
 As we begin the New Year of the Lord 2012, my prayer is that each of us may receive the 

gift of Godõs holy peace.  Our Lord Jesus Christ first granted His peace to His Disciples prior to His 
voluntary suffering and Crucifixion, and then after His Resurrection from the Dead the first words He spoke 
were: òPeace be with you.ó (John 20:19)  After granting His peace yet a third time, Jesus said, òAs the 
Father sent Me, even so I send you.ó (John 20:21)  Fulfilling His Word, Jesus is ever present by His grace 
through His priests, and so I am blessed, privileged and humbled to grant all of you His blessing of perfect, 
holy peace ð particularly in every Divine Service and in the Mysteries (Sacraments) of the Orthodox 
Christian Church. 
 Christ offers us the peace that is not of this world:  With the US war in Iraq officially over and the 
cost high, both in human life and financially, we rejoice that our troops are coming home, but we remain 
confused and only somewhat relieved ð confused as to why we were at war and somewhat relieved that a 
ruthless dictator no longer rules in Iraq, but admittedly apprehensive over the possibility of sustained peace 
in that country.  Obviously, this is not the peace that Jesus promised, for apart from Him all our attempts, 
even if well-intended, cannot last and have the potential of creating further hostility.   
 The peace of God has come freely and selflessly through His Nativity in the flesh, His Words, His 
signs, His healings, His sacrifice, His forgiveness, His Death, His Resurrection, His Ascension and the Gift of 
His Holy Spirit ð and His peace, which knows no end, is continuously offered through His Church as an 
outpouring of His love and mercy until He returns again.   
 The gift of divine peace reconciles us with God and one another, and is sustainable to the extent that 
we humble ourselves, admit our wrongs and confess them, show patience, mercy, compassion, forgiveness 
and love, especially toward those who have offended us or whom we are battling (even if only in our 
thoughts, for this is where either our peace or warfare resides).  When Christ through your priest offers His 
peace, by all means, let us receive it . . . share it . . . live it . . . and keep it . . . in our thoughts, our words and 
our actions.     
 On the Great Feast of Holy Theophany (January 6), we celebrate the Baptism of our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ, through which the Jordan River was purified, regenerated and redeemed:  This glorious 
event was a sign of Jesusõ intent to restore us and all of His material creation as vessels of holiness.  The 
Great Blessing of the Waters on this Feast Day is essentially a renewal of our own Baptism (indeed, many of 
the petitions and prayers are almost identical), through which we received Christ, Who is our peace and, 
thus, our salvation.   
 As we partake of the Holy Water and ask the priest to bless us, our homes, businesses or vehicles 
with it, let us remember the responsibility that comes with this and every gift of Godõs grace:  Through His 
blessings we are to become the guardians and sharers of His peace in every relationship and facet of our life. 
 My prayers to you and yours for a Peaceful New Year ~ Love in Christ,   

 
 

St. John the Baptist Greek Orthodox Church, Las Vegas, NV Volume 10, Issue 1 January 2012 

From  
Father 
John 



2 

The Desert Messenger  

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
Sundays:  8:45 am Orthros ~ 10:00 am Divine Liturgy  

Church School follows Holy Communion 

Sunday, January 1/Circumcision of Christ/St. Basil 
Orthros:  Tone Four 
Resurrection Gospel (Orthros):  John 20:1-10 
Epistle:  Colossians 2:8-12 
Gospel:  Luke 2:20-21, 40-52 
Cutting of the Community Vasilopita 
 

Wednesday, January 4 
5:00 pm  Royal Hours 
6:00 pm  Vesperal Liturgy of St. Basil 
(Eve of Theophany)  
Epistle:  1 Corinthians 9:19-27 
Gospel:  Luke 3:1-18 
Great Blessing of the Water follows 
 

Thursday, January 5/Eve of Theophany ~ Strict 
Fast (Liturgy celebrated on Wednesday evening) 
 

Friday, January 6/Holy Theophany of Our Lord 
8:00 am  Orthros 
9:00 am Divine Liturgy St. John Chrysostom 
Epistle:  Titus 2:11-14; 3:4-7 
Gospel:  Matthew 3:13-17 
Great Blessing of the Water follows 
 

6:00 pm  Great Vespers of St. John the Baptist 
 

Saturday, January 7/Synaxis of St. John the 
Baptist ~ Our Parish Feast Day 
9:00 am  Orthros 
10:00 am Divine Liturgy  
Epistle:  Acts 19:1-8 
Gospel:  John 1:29-34 
Artoclasia (Blessing of the Five Loaves) follows 
Parish Council Oath of Office 

Sunday, January 8/Sunday after Theophany 
Orthros:  Tone Five (First Plagal) 
Resurrection Gospel (Orthros):  John 20:11-18 
Epistle:  Ephesians 4:7-13 
Gospel:  Matthew 4:12-17 
 

Sunday, January 15/12th Sunday of Luke/Ten Lepers 
Orthros:  Tone Six (Second Plagal) 
Resurrection Gospel (Orthros):  John 20:19-31 
Epistle:  Colossians 3:4-11 
Gospel:  Luke 17:12-19 
 

Sunday, January 22/15th Sunday of Luke/Zacchaeos 
Orthros:  Tone Seven (Grave) 
Resurrection Gospel (Orthros):  John 21:1-14 
Epistle:  1 Timothy 4:9-15 
Gospel:  Luke 19:1-10 

 

Wednesday, January 25/St. Gregory the Theologian 
8:00 am  Orthros 
9:00 am Divine Liturgy 
Epistle:  Hebrews 7:26-28; 8:1-2 
Gospel:  John 10:9-16 
 

Sunday, January 29/17th Sunday of Matthew/
Canaanite Woman 
Orthros:  Tone Eight (Fourth Plagal) 
Resurrection Gospel (Orthros):  John 21:14-25   
Epistle:  2 Corinthians 6:16-18; 7:1 
Gospel:  Matthew 15:21-28 
 

Monday, January 30/The Three Holy Hierarchs 
8:00 am  Orthros ~ 9:00 am  Divine Liturgy 
Epistle:  Hebrews 13:7-16 
Gospel:  Matthew 5:14-19 

 

Community Vasilopita on Sunday, January 1, 2012 
  
 Please join us for the annual Blessing and Cutting of the Community 
Vasilopita on Sunday, January 1, immediately following the Divine Liturgy. 
 The Vasilopita, or New Yearõs Bread, is named after Saint Basil whose feast 
day is celebrated on January 1.  The 4th Century Saint had gold coins baked into the 
sweet bread that was made for the poor, as a means of giving them money without 
it looking like a hand-out.  We continue this tradition today of baking the coin in 
the bread.   
 At the cutting, the first slice  of the Vasilopita is set aside for Jesus Christ, the 
next for the Theotokos, then St. Basil, and after, individual pieces for each member 
of the family.  The one who finds the coin will have blessings for the entire year!    
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Adult Study Resumes on January 25! 
 

ôOur Thoughts Determine Our Livesõ 
The Life and Teachings of Elder Thaddeus of Vitovnica 

 

Wednesdays ~ 7:00 - 8:30 pm ~  Kokkos Hall 
Fr. John Hondros, Instructor 

 

REQUEST FOR FR. JOHN TO BLESS YOUR HOUSE OR BUSINESS 
 

Name________________________________________________    Phone (______)_________________ 

 
Address_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
City___________________________________    Zip__________________     Weõll call you to schedule!  
 

 

All Parish Members are Invited to Join Us for Our  
 

St. John the Baptist Name Day Festivities  
 

Saturday, January 7, 2012  
 

Schedule of Events:  
 

9:00 am Orthros  
10:00 am Divine Liturgy & Artoclasia  

Parish Council Oath of Office  
 

12:00 pm  Complimentary Lunch for Seminar Participants  
12:30 - 4:30 pm  Stewardship Seminar in Kokkos Hall  

with Guest Speaker, Bill Marianes  
 

6:00 pm  Annual Name Day Dinner - Dance in Panos Hall  
Menu:  Roasted Pork Loin, Rice, Green Beans & Salad  

$55 Per Family (Parents with Children under 18)  
$30 Per Person  

Cash Bar ~ Casual Attire ~ Modern Greek Music  
Additionally . . . Whole Roasted Lamb Sold by the Pound!  

 

Tickets Available from Parish Council Members  
and at the Church Office  
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Saturday, January 7 , 2012   
12:00 PM ð 4:30 PM ~ Lunch Provided   

 

Hosted by  
ST. JOHN  THE  BAPTIST  GREEK  ORTHODOX   CHURCH  

5300 South El Camino Road ~ Las Vegas, NV ~ (702) 221 -8245  
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 Welcome to the new Parish Council members and òThank Youó to the outgoing Council 
members.   For the òThank Youõsó:  First, I would like to thank Marina Adamy; she has shown 
strong, steady and faithful leadership for a decade and we wish her the best.   I would also like 
to thank Dean Cero and the Pan Arcadians for sponsoring the Greek School; the kids love Theia 
Paula and it has been a success.  

As the New Year begins and the new Parish Council takes over there are several things happening 
right away this month.  To start, Mr. Bill Marianes is coming to St. John Church to put on his Stewardship 
Seminar on Saturday, January 7, 2012.   If you are on the Parish Council, Stewardship Committee, on a 
Ministry Board or leadership position in our parish . . . you must attend!   

We also have the Metropolis Clergy-Laity Conference on January 16 and 17 at St. Nicholas Ranch, and 
the Parish Council and Community need to make a positive showing there.  Additionally, our Parish should 
have full representation for the National Clergy-Laity Congress in July in Phoenix.  Please consider attending 
both conferences.  Many things will need to happen in quick succession this month and planning time is 
limited.  So if you are passionate about the Archdiocese Assessment or the Archdiocese Budget you MUST 
consider attending one or both of these conferences.  

Please do not forget the St. John Dinner-Dance on Saturday, January 7, starting at 6:00 pm.  Not only 
will it be fun, but it is a vital fundraiser for the Church General Operation Fund.  

And, as always, if you are having an event, baptism, wedding, birthday party, office party, or if you 
need meeting space or convention space:  Call Sheryl, our catering director, and book your event with us.  You 
will be helping your Church as well as showing off our great facilities.   

God Bless St. John Church!  Spiros Filios, Parish Council President 

HOW COME THE WAITRESS GETS 18%  
AND GOD ONLY GETS 1%?! 

Parish 
Council 
Report 

òPrepare the way of the Lord, make His paths straight!ó ~Mark 1:3 
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ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST 

GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH 
 

5300 S. El Camino Rd. 

Las Vegas, NV 89118 
 

Rev. Father John Hondros 
 

Karen Rawlinson 

Administrative Assistant 
 

Maria Kakavulias 

 Business Administrator 
 

Sheryl Lujan 

Facilities and Catering Manager 
 

Office Hours 
Monday - Friday   

9:00 am - 5:00 pm 
 

Telephone: (702) 221-8245 

FAX: (702) 221-9167 

E-mail: 

frjohn@vegasgreekorthodox.com 

Website: vegasgreekorthodox.com 
 

Parish Council:  Spiros Filios 
 

Philoptochos:  Geri Kypreos  
 

Choir:  Athena Mertes 
 

Chanters/Youth Choir: 

Presvytera Maria Hondros 
 

Church School:  

Eileen Koutsulis 
 

Altar Servers: 

Alex Szukiewicz  
 

Stewardship Committee: 

Gary Waters 
 

Hellenic Historical Society: 

Nitsa Filios 
 

GOYA: 

Effie Lekar 

Tammy Chomakos  
 

HOPE and JOY: 

Sharon Katsaros  
 

Orthodox Family Fellowship: 

Amy & Jeremy Bauck 
 

Youth Ministries: 

Eileen Koutsulis 
 

Orthodox Connection Las Vegas:  

Adam Bieker 
 

Adult Basketball:  Panagiote Tsolis 
 

Forerunners:   

Marie & Gary Setian 
 

Greek Folk Dance:   

Tina Liaos, Chair 

Bryan Taxopoulos, Director 
 

Greek School:  Paula Kelesis 
 

Orthodox Bookstore:  

Matthew Castillo 
 

Bill Andrews Library: 

Spero Demoleas 

SUNDAY SCHEDULE 
 

January  1  
Ushers: Entire Parish Council     

Fellowship:  Philoptochos ~ Community Vasilopita   
 

January 8  
Ushers:  George Bochanis, Spiros Filios, Adam Bieker, Darrick Cole,  

Paula Kelesis and Stephanie Demoleas    
Memorial:  Aspasia Miklia (40 days) 

Fellowship:  Folk Dance Group   
 

January 15   
Ushers:  Stacy Mavrantonis, Jim Monoyudis, Demetrious Asim,  

Ramona Tasios, Tami Stefanatos and George Bochanis      
Memorial:  George Nikols (1 year)  

Fellowship: Christine Nikols ~ In Memory of George Nikols   
 

January 22 
Ushers:  John Fotopoulos, Stephanie Demoleas, Darrick Cole, Adam Bieker, 

Spiros Filios and Tami Stefanatos 
Memorial:  Emmanuel òMikeó Markakis (40 days)  

Fellowship: Forerunners, The Seniors of St. John the Baptist  
 

January 29  
Ushers:  Demetrious Asim, Ramona Tasios, Jim Monoyudis,  

Stacy Mavrantonis, John Fotopoulos and Paula Kelesis   
Fellowship:  Daughters of Penelope  

 Greetings!  Before we get ready to start the New 
Year, we would like to thank all the Philoptochos 
Ladies for all their help in December.    
 Special thanks to . . . Bernadette Anthony and 

April  Karalis for the pastry tin sales and packing; Cheryl Pandelis and Joanne 
DeMangus  for the most wonderful Christmas Party held in Panos Hall; 
Andrea Takas and Niki Stavropoulos for the St. John Christmas Card; and 
most of all we extend our sincere thanks to the Parish of St. John for all your 
support, which in turn enables us to support our Church Ministries as well 
as the Community. 

 Congratulations to Angela Hernquist and Cheryl Pandelis for 
receiving the Mary Bartsas Social Service Award, which embodies everything 
Philoptochos stands for:  We thank you, ladies, for your many years of 
service.   

We begin 2012 on Sunday, January 1 with the annual Cutting of the 
Vasilopita following the Divine Liturgy.   Philoptochos will be hosting the 
Fellowship, benefitting St. Basilõs Academy for children; if you are able to 
bake a Vasilopita, please contact Marcie Karas at (702) 218-0518. 

May you be blessed with a wonderful year.  
Your Sisters in Christ, Geri Kypreos and the Philoptochos Board 

Philoptochos 
News 

 

John said: òAfter me comes He Who is mightier than I.ó ~Mark 1:7 
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Do You Need a Tax Deduction?  Want to Help Out Our Church? 
 

DONATE YOUR VEHICLE 
 

 In an effort to help raise money and offer an additional donation option, we have teamed 

up with The Charities Vehicle Auction.  You can donate: 

 

¶ Cars 

¶ Trucks 

¶ Boats 

¶ ATVõs 

¶ Trailers 

¶ Mobile Homes 

¶ Heavy Duty Trucks 

¶ Utility Vehicles 

¶ Construction Equipment 

¶ Lawn Mowers 

¶ Tools 

¶ PLUS MORE!!! 
 

Donation is simple.  Contact us for the pick-up request form. 

The Charities Vehicle Auction handles the rest.  Then, wait for tax write off! 

Any questions, feel free to contact the Church Office at (702) 221-8245. 

HAPPY NEW YEAR! 

Our Community Registry  
 

Baptized into Christ:  Na Mas Zisi! 
Maria Eleni (Melina), daughter of Christos and Kristina Demolas on November 27, 2011.  

 Godparent:  Angelica Demolas  
 

Marriage: Na Zisete!  
George Georgekopoulos and Effie Konstas on November 26, 2011.   

Sponsor:  Rebecca Papakonstantinou. 
 

Marc Branden Shelton and Konstantina Ann Andrianos on November 26, 2011.  
Sponsor: George Markou.   

 

Jayson Michael Ware and Anastasiya Melnik on December 10, 2011.  
Sponsor: Dmitriy Melnik.  

 

Fallen Asleep in the Lord: Eternal Memory 
 

Aspasia Miklia on November 29, 2011.  Funeral on December 5.  
 

Emmanuel òMikeó Markakis on December 15, 2011.  Funeral on December 19.  
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Youth Ministries  
 

Church School 
  

Hi Everyone!  I hope you all had a Blessed Nativity Season and I 
wish you a wonderful 2012.    

Where has the year gone?  We have had a great school year so far 
and our teachers have many amazing lessons planned.  I want to give a 
special thanks to everyone who helped with our Christmas Pageant.   It 
was a great success and the students did a great job.   

We will be collecting items for our Homeless Outreach Project 
through Sunday, January 15.   We are asking for the following items: 

Pre-K:  Gloves 
Kindergarten:  Hats 
1st Grade:  Socks 
2nd/3rd Grade:  Soap 
4th/5 th Grade:  Small Packages of Baby Wipes 
Middle School:  Toothbrush/Toothpaste 
High School:  Blankets  

Please do not hesitate to call me with any questions or concerns. 
Eileen Koutsulis, Director (702) 521-6516 or vivaleenie@cox.net 

 

Youth Choir News  
 
 Happy New Year!  May 2012 bring many blessings and good health to everyone! 
 The Youth Choir will chant the Divine Liturgy on Sunday, January 8.  Let us start with 
a GREAT New Yearõs resolution by arriving to Church at 9:40 am so we can chant the Doxology 
on time at 9:50 am with all your wonderful voices! 
 For potential new members:  Here is a great opportunity to join our ranks.  Just come to 

the front on January 8 and we will place you in with the others.  It is really the best way to learn. 
Thanks so much.   
Love, Presvytera Maria 
 

HOPE and JOY  
 
The holidays were wonderful!  Now it is time to play!   
GOYA has invited us on its annual Snow Day on Saturday, January 14.  We will be meeting everyone 

at 9:00 am at the Olive Garden parking lot at 6850 W. Cheyenne.  Please bring your sleds, mittens, and boots 
ð remember to be bundled up for some fun!  Please RSVP with me at (702) 292-0850. 

Your Sister in Christ, Sharon Katsaros 
  

GOYA 
 
Happy New Year GOYAns!  ôTis the season for snow!  Let's get our sleds, snow boots, hats and mittens 

ready for our annual Snow Day on Saturday, January 14.  We will meet at 9:00 am in the parking lot of Olive 
Garden at 6850 W. Cheyenne Ave.   We are inviting the youth from our sister parish of St. Paul Orthodox 
Church as well as our HOPE & JOY kids, so the whole Orthodox family can be together at this fun event.    

Please do not forget to bring money for hot chocolate and possibly lunch. Please RSVP with your 
GOYA Advisors, Tammy or Effie.  GOYA is a youth ministry for middle and high school aged students.  

Love in Christ, Effie Lekar (702) 768-5500 & Tammy Chomakos (702) 338-4671 

mailto:vivaleenie@cox.net
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Orthodox Family Fellowship  
 

Orthodox Family Fellowship will be kicking off the New Year with its monthly Potluck on Saturday, 
January 14 at 5:00 pm.   The location will be announced in the Weekly Bulletin in January, but please save the 
date.  All RSVPs or questions can be directed to Amy Bauck at (702) 250-5064. 

In addition, OFF is once again sponsoring the Homeless Outreach Project.  We will be collecting 
blankets, gloves, beanie hats, socks, soap, baby wipes (small packages), toothbrushes and toothpaste.  We 
will also be making sack lunches to hand out, so please help us by donating food items such as cheese or 
peanut butter crackers, bread, peanut butter and jelly, small bags of chips, bottled water or any other single 
packaged snack items.  

We will be meeting on Monday, January 16, at 10:00 am in Kokkos Hall to put the gift bags and sack 
lunches together.  We will then carpool to the location (to be determined) to hand them out.  This is a 
wonderful time for our children to experience giving to those in need.  Please drop off your donations in the 
bin by the Church Office at any time before January 16 and then plan on joining us to hand them out!  See you 
then! 
 God Bless, Amy and Jeremy Bauck, OFF Directors 

 
Greek Folk Dance  
 

Happy New Year!  We hope you all had a Merry Christmas and that you are all blessed with a Healthy 
and Happy 2012.   

Our Annual Christmas Caroling 
was amazing and we thank all of you 
that had the dancers come sing for you.   
Your generous support of the Greek 
Folk Dance Ministry is greatly 
appreciated.   òThank Youó to Steve and 
Irene Tafoya for the fabulous job they 
did coordinating our caroling this year, 
and to Presvytera Maria for 
enthusiastically directing our youth. 

Dance practice is in full swing 
in preparation for competition at the 
Folk Dance Festival in Anaheim next 
month.    We urge parents to make sure your children are at every practice and are on time.   And just as 
important, dancers of school age must attend Church School regularly.   We also will be holding a couple of 
Saturday practices on January 7 and January 21 for Delfinia, Hrisi Thisavri, and Stavroforoi.   We will let you 
know what time each group will be practicing very soon. 

Greek Dance will be hosting a Pancake Breakfast during Fellowship on Sunday, January 8.   We will 
also be selling our delicious Frappeõs. 

Save the Date ð Annual Folk Dance Luncheon:  Our Annual Dance Luncheon is scheduled for 
Sunday, February 12, following Divine Liturgy.   The dancers from all four of our dance groups will be 
performing the FDF competition dances for all of you to enjoy.  Along with the luncheon and dance 
performances, we will also have a raffle with lots of great prizes to be given away.  Tickets will soon be 
available to purchase on Sundays after Church services.  This event is sold out each year, so we recommend 
you buy your tickets early. 

We hope you all will be attending the St. John Name Day Dinner-Dance on January 7, as this will be a 
wonderful time for all our youth to get on the dance floor and have fun Greek dancing with the entire 
community. 
 Tina Liaos and the Greek Folk Dance Board 
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From the Metropolis of San Francisco Youth Office  
 

òHappy New Year!ó ~ By Paul Gikas 
 
I hope and pray that all of you had a wonderful Feast of the Nativity of our Lord and that you are ready 

for all of the blessings and challenges that 2012 will bring!  After being in the Metropolis Youth Office for 
close to three months now, and having the opportunity to speak with many of you out there in our parishes, I 
believe I have a little better idea of the kinds of things this Office needs to do in order to continue to develop 
the Youth and Young Adult Ministries of the Metropolis.  So, in addition to the yearly programs that you are 
familiar with like FDF, Oratorical Festival, GOYA Lenten Retreats, Summer Camp and Greek Village, here are 
a few new things to look for in the New Year: 

¶ Metropolis Youth Website and Facebook Page 
¶ Metropolis Young Adult Website and Facebook Page 
¶ YAL Lenten Retreat 
¶ Youth-Worker Retreat 
I very much look forward to getting these websites up and running which should become a very 

valuable tool to trying to connect all of us throughout our very geographically large Metropolis.  However, I 
would still like to hear from all of you, our young people, young adults and our youth-workers, with any ideas 
you may have for our Metropolis Youth and Young Adult Ministries. So please e-mail me at 
pgikas@sanfran.goarch.org with your ideas and suggestions, or just to say òhello.ó  

 

Christmas Pageant 2011 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Photos by 
Amy Bauck.  
Additional 

Pageant 
Photos on 
Page 15. 

mailto:pgikas@sanfran.goarch.org
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GREAT TREASURY NEWS! 

 

 As of December 16, 2011 

Principal payment of $8,750 

applied to mortgage reduction. 

New balance:  $579,520.74 

 

HAPPY NEW YEAR! 

 
Darrick Cole, Parish Council 

 
 

 
 

Treasurer 

 

Stewardship Report:  òI Am the Vine ~ You are the Branchesó  
 

Pledge Range   Number of Families       $ of Gifts Pledged 
$1-$999    356    $ 117,934  
$1,000-$2,499     86    $ 112,736  
$2,500-$4,999      13    $ 47,030  
$5,000-$9,999       6    $ 33,675  
$10,000-$14,999      1    $ 10,000  
 

                 2010  2011  Difference   
Stewards Pledged*                 479   469         -10  
Gifts Pledged             $346,650  $316,875   -$29,775 
Gifts Received            $286,675  $271,779   -$14,896 
Average Pledge            $724.00  $694.21   -$30 
 

*Based on Stewardship Pledge Cards received 

2011 Stewardship Status (December 8, 2011):    
Stewardship Families Pledged  469    
Stewardship Gifts Received                  $271,779 
Average Stewardship Pledge  $694.21 

Stewardship Target ð 2011  $350,000 
Stewardship Gifts Pledged  $316,875 
Current Stewardship Deficit  $33,125 
Percentage of Goal Achieved  87% 

 

 Financial Status for Month of November 2011 
 
 

   Beginning Balance       Internal Bank Transfers  Balances 
Bank Accounts  as of 10.31.11 Income  Expenses Transfers In Transfers Out as of 11.30.11  
General Operating  $290.05  $32,023.38 $73,930.18 $44,000.00    $2,383.25 
Building/Maintenance $44.11  $0.01  $31.99      $12.13 
Community/Education Ctr $27,745.56 $19,289.95 $13,578.23   $24,000.00 $9,457.28 
Construction (Loan Paymts) $65,051.06 $610.00  $5,937.15  $50,000.00 $50,000.00 $59,723.91 
Food Festival  $55,956.12 $5,706.00  $6,282.17    $55,000.00 $379.95 
Icon Money Market $2,313.15  $5,750.32  $32.00       $8,031.47 
Library Checking  $15,138.49 $1.25         $15,139.74 
On-Line Donations  $1,200.09          $1,200.09 
Bookstore Checking  $3,693.78  $677.00  $6,823.50  $3,000.00    $547.28 
 
Construction Loan  $640,312.28             $588,270.74* 
Revolving Line of Credit $0.00        $18,000.00 $18,000.00 
Term Loan (5 year loan)  $0.00          $0.00 
*$9,000 from Ariston Award Celebration  

 

òWhen He came up out of 

the water, immediately He 

saw the heavens opened 

and the Spirit descending 

upon Him like a dove; and 

a voice came from heaven, 

ôYou are My beloved Son; 

with You I am well 

pleased.õó ~Mark 1:10-11 
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Orthodox Connection Las Vegas 
 

òThe Lord said "Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.   
Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and lowly in heart,  

and you will find rest for your souls.  For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.õó  
(Matthew 11:28) 

  The Lord says His yoke is easy, but in our fallen state we make living as a Christian nearly impossible 
because we find it is far easier to give into sin then to exercise self control.  If we take a step back and examine 
what it means to live in Christ we will find that a life without sin is a very simple life and simplicity is 
easy.   We cloud our minds with materialism, egotistical thinking, and selfishness and, in doing so, we are 
always left wanting.  Once we learn to let go of the things of this world and are blessed with the gifts of the 
Holy Spirit of love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control, we will 
find the rest that He promises.  For the New Year let us take on His yoke and let our labor be toward our 
salvation by coming to Him as He calls us to do.    
  It is time for our Annual Holiday Party.  This year Penny Latelle has graciously offered to host the 
event at her home on Saturday, January 21, 2012 at 5:00 pm.  This will be a potluck dinner, with the main 
course being chicken and lamb chops.  Items needed are salad, side dishes, desserts, beverages, appetizers, 
plates, napkins, cups and utensils.  Please RSVP by Friday, January 13 with the items you will bring.   

Wishing everyone a Blessed and Happy New Year. 
In Christ, Adam Bieker (702) 321-7611  orthodoxconnectionlv@gmail.com 

Orthodox Bookstore 
 
 Merry Christmas to everyone, a Happy St. Basil's Day, and a Happy Name Day for our parish!   This 
season always bestows so many blessings.  With all the hustle and bustle we have been engaged in, we must 
remember:  Christ is Born!  Glorify Him!   

As we approach the celebration of the Baptism of Our Lord in the River Jordan, let us not forget to 
sign up to have our homes blessed as well.  I am sure that most of us already have a ôfamily iconõ in their home, 
but do not forget to also have a candle, incense, a bowl of water and something for Father John to use for 
sprinkling.  This annual event is the completion of the season.   

The Orthodox Bookstore now has The Daily Lives of the Saints Calendars available for $20.   
Through the prayers of the Baptist and Forerunner, Matthew Castillo 

Notes from the Loft 
  
 Happy and Blessed New Year!  Thank 
you to all Choir members for your hard work 
and devotion.  I am looking forward to our 

continued progress and growth as Choir.  New members 
are always welcome. 

Choir rehearsals for January will be: 
Wednesday, January 18 at 6:00 pm 
Wednesday, January 25 at 6:00 pm 
Please mark your calendars:  Time for new music! 

  Athena Mertes, Choir Director 

Pedicures for the Parish 
 
 A parishioner has graciously donated 
a limited amount of 
pedicures to St. 
John the Baptist 
Greek Orthodox 
Church.  This 
would make a great 
gift for a special 
occasion.   
 We are asking for a minimum 
donation of $30 and, better yet, all proceeds 
benefit the Church!   To purchase gift cards, 
please contact Karen at (702) 221-8245 or 
karen@vegasgreekorthodox.com.  

òIn those days came John the Baptist, preaching 

in the wilderness of Judea, ôRepent, for the 

kingdom of heaven is at hand.ó ~Matt. 3:1-2 

mailto:orthodoxconnectionlv@gmail.com
mailto:karen@vegasgreekorthodox.com
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Forerunners ~ The Seniors of St. John the Baptist 
 
 Our Christmas Party at the Mad Greek was a great success on December 12.  We had 57 Forerunners 
in attendance.  
 Ruth Plentzas has announced that we have had the best response ever for the Shoebox Project and 
wishes to thank our community for their generosity.  This project means a lot to many desperate children.   
We all owe thanks to Ruth for her dedicated work.   
 Our next Luncheon will be Monday, January 9 at 11:30 am in Panos Hall.   We remind you to support 
the Forerunner with our annual dues of $10.  The New Year is a great time for new members to join us.  
 Our new Co-Presidents, Marie and Gary Setian, will take charge of our group beginning January 2012.   
 I wish to thank the many Seniors who made my time as President easy and enjoyable.  

Charles Teed  

From the Pan-Arcadians 
 

At the request of members of the Las Vegas Alea Chapter of the Pan 
Arcadian Federation of America, the Parish Council and Father John approved a 
pilot project to teach, administer and sponsor (fund), two beginning level, Modern 
Greek language classes for children and grandchildren of Stewards of St. John. 

A  Neophyte I class for students ages five to seven and a Neophyte II class 
for students ages eight to ten began on Tuesday, September 6, 2011.   Both classes 
are held on Tuesday evenings in the St. John Education Center. 

Paula Kelesis volunteered to teach both classes and has been instrumental 
in coordinating the acquisition of text books and other teaching materials which 
have been purchased by the Alea Chapter.     

Twenty students completed the first semester on December 13 and will be on Winter Holiday until 
their class resumes on January 10, 2012.   

According to student evaluations, the children have learned to discern, pronounce and write the letters 
of the Greek alphabet, write their name in Greek and count to ten.  Their vocabulary continues to expand; 
depending on the amount of time parents are able to assist them at home.   

According to Dean Cero, President of the Alea Chapter, who is serving as an advisor to the project, 
òthese are amazing students.  They are like little sponges and are anxious to demonstrate their knowledge.   It 
is indeed reassuring to me to have such a high level of parental support.  The most rewarding of all for me has 
been to observe the students grow and identify with their Greek heritage.ó   

You will be able to see the students d®but their Greek language skills at this yearõs Apokreatiki / 
Macaronada, sponsored by the Arcadians this February.   

Daughters of Penelope 
 

 Chronia Polla!  Happy New Year!  Haroumenous O Neos Chronos!   
 On behalf of the Daughters of Penelope, we hope you all experienced a blessed 
Christmas season.   
 We look forward to seeing all of you at our Three Hierarchs Spaghetti 
Luncheon to be held Sunday, January 29,  immediately following the Divine Liturgy.  
Adult tickets are $10 and children tickets are $5 (12 years of age and younger).  Come 
and celebrate this blessed feast day with us; all profits will benefit St. John Church.   
 Me Yeia Kai Hara!  Kathy Pentogenis, DOP President and the Entire Board 

 

òI have baptized you with water, but He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.ó ~Mark 1:8 
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2012 Stewards and Contributors:  òI Am the Vine ~ You are the Branchesó 

Abernathy, Akaterine and Gordon 
Adamy, Marina 
Agnos, Dimitrios and Angeline 
Alcala, Phil and Georgia 
Anastasakis, Mark and Elaine 
Anastasiou, Andrew and Kathleen 
Andrews, Catherine 
Anthony, Stavros and Bernadette 
Aristides, George and Diana 
Bacon, Ken and Dianne 
Bieker, Adam 
Borzekas, Stephen 
Bosnos, Kostas and Mary 
Britten,  Ronald and Carol 
Brown, Faye 
Buckalew, Cassandre 
Carabas, Stephen and Linda 
Caredis, Jon and Marjorie 
Carrico, William and Alexandra 
Cero, Dean 
Chachas, Bessie 
Chachas, James 
Chandrinos, Alexia 
Chandrinos, Peter 
Chomakos, Dean and Tammy 
Christopoulos, Ann 
Christou,  Andreas and Toni 
Cole, Darrick and Carla 
Collins, David 
Collins, Dean 
Conklin, Demetra 
Constantine, Bill  
Costuros,  George and Marsha 
Cotsilis, Jenny 
Davis, Ivan 
Dawood, Evon 
Delalis, Dina 
Demolas, Ilias and Jody 
Demoleas, Stephanie 
Demopoulos, Tommy and Vasiliki 

DeWindt, Dennis and Susan 
Eliades, Artemis  
Eliades, Harry and Agapi 
Eliakis, Peter and Glenda 
Eyler, Fr. Paul and Presv. Ilean 
Filios, George and Nitsa 
Filios, Spiridon and Eleni 
Flangas, Bill and Marilyn 
Frangakis, Costa 
Frangakis, John 
Franzi, Jack  
Georgis, John and Kaliopi  
Giouzelis, Anastasia  
Goddard, Elizabeth 
Gulling, April  
Hamilton, Mary 
Hamilton, Paul and Brandi 
Harris, Melty and Angeline 
Heretakis, Paul and Francine 
Hetzel, David 
Hondros, Fr. John and Presv. Maria 
Hoover, Patrick and Pauline 
Kakavulias, George and Helen  
Kakavulias, John 
Kakavulias, Maria  
Kambouris, Nicholas and Evangelia 
Kanelis, Ann 
Karalias, Petros and Constance  
Karas, John and Marcie 
Katsaros, Thomas and Sharon 
Katsikakis, Evangelos 
Kontos, Spero and Diana 
Kordogiannis, Christina and  
Rudolph, Brandon 
Kotonias, George and Patricia 
Kourlos, Georgia 
Kyprianou, Gilbert and Alexis 
Lakis, Antoinette 
Latelle, Penny 
Lazarakis, John and Panagiota 

Lekar, Michael and Effie 
Liaos,  James and Tina 
Likourinou, Angie 
Lymberopoulos, Mary 
Maddox, Thomas and Maria 
Manos, Patricia 
Mansour, Muna 
Mavrantonis, Kiki and Stacy 
Mavros, Michael and Debbie 
Mezilson, Evangeline 
Miner, George and Loreane 
Mirich, Kyle 
Monoyudis, Jim and Julie 
Morgan, Bryan and Adrienne 
Murphy, Terry and Karen 
Neocleous, Plato 
Nickolson, Chloe 
Nikitas, Rigas and Aphrodite 
Ostis, Sotirios 
Pandelis, Cheryl 
Panos, William and Jeanne 
Pantos, James 
Papas, Christian and Nicole 
Papas, Louis and Magaly 
Papas, Peter and Rita 
Pappas, Rita 
Payan, Luis and Eleni  
Pendleton, Tricia 
Platis, Anna 
Plentzas, Spiros and Ruth 
Polimerou, Angeline 
Poulos, Christine 
Radosta, Athena 
Raptis, Fr. Dean and Presv. Evonne 
Rifakes, John and Carol 
Rigas, Anthony and Mary 
Rodis, Dimitri and Jennifer 
Rodis, Sophia 
Salvarlis, Thomas and Joyce 
Simos, Tony 

Skandros, Georgia 
Snow, Clifford and Christina 
Snow, Stephanie  
Snowden, Robert and Niki 
Soper, Robert and Maria 
Sotira, George 
Soursos, Savvas and Helene 
Sparangis, Spyro and Helen  
Sparkuhl, Alex and Antoinette 
Stefanatos, Michael and Tami 
Stefanatos-Hetzel,  Joanne 
Stenos, Louis and Litsa 
Stergiou, Peter  
Stock, Helen 
Szukiewicz, Joseph and Jennia 
Tafoya, Steven and Irene 
Tasios, Pete  
Tasios, Ramona  
Taxiarchos, Andrew  
and Alexandra 
Teed, Charles 
Thomas, Angie 
Thompson, Maggy 
Tsarouhas, Maria 
Tzelalis, Steve 
Vavoukakis, Penelope 
Walter, Vernon and Alice 
Walters, Lane and Mary 
Waterhouse, David 
Wilson, Steven and Cleo 
Womack, Karl 
Womack, Kimberly 
Wronski, Chuck 
Zaferatos, Ted and Marinella 
Zander, Becky and Yialouris, Paul 
Zarras,  Nick and Chery 
Zimmerman, Paul and Angela 
Zoumboulis, Tina  

Christmas Pageant 2011 

 


