T} /ie Desert

. Messenger

‘Behold, I sencf My messenger before Your Face, who shall prepare Your way...” (Matthew 11:10)

Volume 9, Issue 11 St. John the Baptist GreeR Orthodox Church, Las Vegas, NV December 2011

Beloved in Christ:
Trom Beginning in November, we are inundated with Christmas carols, decorations and
Father | displays each time we go into the grocery store, a shopping center or hotel — and by the time
John Christmas arrives, the Valentine’s Day items are already out! One of the most obnoxious carols
for many of us is “The 12 Days of Christmas,” and I am admittedly saddened by this, as this song does

a huge injustice to the real significance of the “12 Days” for Orthodox Christians.

The “12 Days” in the Orthodox Church Calendar refer to the period between the Feast of the Nativity
in the Flesh of Jesus Christ and the Feast of the Holy Theophany of Our Lord, which commemorates the
Baptism of Christ in the Jordan River by St. John the Forerunner and the revelation of the Holy Trinity that
occurred at this event. In particular, the Hymn of Glory (Doxastikon) for the Ninth Hour of Christmas Eve —
which parallels the hymn for the Ninth Hour on Holy Friday - draws the close connection between these
two Great Feasts:

He Who holds the whole creation in the hollow of His Hand today is born of the Virgin.

He Whom in essence none can touch is wrapped in swaddling clothes as a mortal.

God Who in the beginning founded the heavens lies in a manger.

He Who rained manna down on the people in the wilderness is fed on milk from His
Mother’s breast.

He Who is the Bridegroom of the Church calls unto Himself the Magi.

The Son of the Virgin accepts their gifts.
We worship Your Birth, O Christ.
Show us also Your divine Theophany.

il XPIG¥ TEHMCK

Both Christmas and Theophany constitute a revelation or
manifestation of God to the world: He is the God Who creates, and yet
He humbles Himself and becomes fully Man while remaining Divine;
He is pre-eternal and all-powerful, and yet He voluntarily submits to
self-abasement for our salvation; He adorns the universe and feeds all
living creatures, and yet He is swaddled as an infant and as an adult He
willingly hungers, thirsts and suffers for our sake.

All the Great Feasts revolve around the Resurrection of Our
Lord (Holy Pascha), and so Christmas and Theophany are integral to
God’s Plan of opening the gates of His Kingdom for mankind and, at
the same time, provide an opportunity for our response. Christ our
God is born in the flesh for one reason: in order to die for our sins and
rise from the dead. With His Baptism, He sanctifies the Jordan in
preparation for our Baptism into the Church, through which we die to
sin and are resurrected with Him. By regenerating the waters, Christ redeems His material creation, making
it a vessel of healing and grace: As such, our participation in the Holy Mysteries allows for our re-birth into
the Kingdom of God and our continuous renewal.

(Continued on Page 2)
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WORSHIP SCHEDULFE

Sundays: 8:45 am Orthros ~ 10:00 am Divine Liturgy
Church School follows Holy Communion

Fast of the Nativity of Christ
continues through December 24

Sunday, December 4/10th Sunday of Luke/
Great Martyr Barbara/St. John of Damascus
Orthros: Tone Eight (Fourth Plagal)
Resurrection Gospel (Orthros): Mark 16:9-20
Epistle: Galatians 3:23-29; 4:1-5

Gospel: Luke 13:10-17

Tuesday, December 6/5t. Nicholas of Myra
8:00 am Orthros ~ 9:00 am Divine Liturgy
Epistle: Hebrews 13:17-21

Gospel: Luke 6:17-23

Sunday, December 11/11th of Luke/Forefathers
Orthros: Tone One

Resurrection Gospel (Orthros): Luke 24:1-12
Epistle: Colossians 3:4-11

Gospel: Luke 14:16-24; Matthew 22:14

Monday, December 12/St. Spyridon

8:00 am Orthros ~ 9:00 am Divine Liturgy
Epistle: Ephesians 5:8-19

Gospel: John 10:9-16

Sunday, December 18/ Sunday before the Nativity
Orthros: Tone Two

Resurrection Gospel (Orthros): Luke 24:13-35
Epistle: Hebrews 11:9-10, 32-40

Gospel: Matthew 1:1-25

Saturday, December 24/ Eve of the Nativity of Christ
5:00 pm Orthros

6:00 pm Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom
(Please fast from 1:00 pm to receive Holy Communion)

Epistle: Galatians 3:8-12

Gospel: Luke 2:1-20

Sunday, December 25/ The Nativity of Jesus Christ
Orthros: Festal

Festal Gospel (Orthros): Matthew 1:18-25

Epistle: Galatians 4:4-7

Gospel: Matthew 2:1-20

Sunday, January 1/ Circumcision of Christ/St. Basil
Orthros: Tone Four

Resurrection Gospel (Orthros): John 20:1-10

Epistle: Colossians 2:8-12

Gospel: Luke 2:20-21, 40-52

Curting of the Community Vasilopita

From Father John
(Continued from Page 1)

Although both Feasts were initially commemorated on one day,

they were eventually separated to replace a pagan celebration - yet the S8
Church never ceased to link the two together. Unlike the preparatory fast [ Z&

celebration — until the day of strict fasting prior to Theophany. Sadly, we |}
engage in pre-Christmas merry-making and even secularize the Holy Day of [
His Nativity! ve
On the Nativity and the days that follow, the Church |
commemorates the Virgin Mary, Joseph, His earthly ancestors, the Magi, (¥

Circumcision of our Lord according to the Jewish Law. There are no |
partridges in pear trees, golden rings, lords-a-leaping or drummers [#
drumming. Rather, the real “12 Days of Christmas” reveal that God alone is|
our True Love: Through various actions, which we remember throughout
the Church Year, He gives us the one necessary Gift — Eternal Life!

With love and prayers for a blessed Holy Season,
TN
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SUNDAY SCHEDULE

December 4 ~ Stewardship Sunday
Ushers: Demetrios Philippou, Jim Monoyudis, Stephanie Demoleas, George
Bochanis, Darrick Cole and Demetrious Asim
Memorial: The Semendrians; Mary Karacostas
Parish Council Flections following Divine Liturgy
Fellowship: Greek Folk Dance Group

December 11
Ushers: Marina Adamy, Linda Dougan, John Fotopoulos, Sam Koutsulis,
George Kakavulias and Spiros Filios
Memorial: Pete Vrontikis (40 days); Anastacia Constantinidis (6 months)
Fellowship: Orthodox Family Fellowship

December 18
Ushers: Darrick Cole, Demetrious Asim, Jim Monoyudis, George Bochanis,
Stephanie Demoleas and Demetrios Philippou
Fellowship: Forerunners, The Seniors of St. John the Baptist

December 25 -~ The Nativity of Our Lord
Ushers: Entire Parish Council
No Fellowship due to Christmas

Saturday, December 24
Eve of the Nativity of
Our Lord Jesus Christ

5:00 pm Orthros

6:00 pm Divine Liturgy

of St. John Chrysostom

(Please fast from 1:00 pm)

Sunday, December 25
Nativity of Our Lord, God
and Savior Jesus Christ
9:00 am Orthros
10:00 am Divine Liturgy
of St. Basil the Great

As these are distinct Liturgies, you may prepare to receive
Holy Communion at both. Please be sure to attend at least one

and hopetully both Liturgies with your family and loved ones.

Christ is Born! Glorify Him/

ST.JOHN THE BAPTIST
GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH

5300 S. El Camino Rd.
Las Vegas, NV 89118

Rev. Father John Hondros

Karen Rawlinson
Administrative Assistant

Maria Kakavulias
Business Administrator
Sheryl Lagan
Facilities and Catering Manager
Office Hours

Monday - Friday
9:00 am - 5:00 pm

Telephone: (702) 221-8245
FAX: (702) 221-9167
E-mail:
frjohn@vegasgreekorthodox.com
‘Website: vegasgreekorthodox.com
Parish Council: Spiros Filios
Philoptochos: Geri Kypreos
Choir: Athena Mertes

Chanters/Youth Choir:
Presvytera Maria Hondros

Church School:
Fileen Koutsulis

Altar Servers:
Alex Szukiewicz

Stewardship Committee:
Gary Waters

Hellenic Historical Society:
Nitsa Filios

GOYA:
Effie Lekar
Tammy Chomakos

HOPE and JOY:
Sharon Katsaros

Orthodox Family Fellowship:
Amy & Jeremy Bauck

Youth Ministries:
Kileen Koutsulis

Orthodox Connection Las Vegas:
Adam Bieker

Adult Basketball: Panagiote Tsolis

Forerunners:
Charles Teed

Greek Folk Dance:
Tina Liaos, Chair
Bryan Taxopoulos, Director
Greek School: Paula Kelesis

Orthodox Bookstore:
Matthew Castillo

Bill Andrews Library:
Spero Demoleas




The gospel of Stéwardship 101 & 201

Saturday, January 7, 2012
12:00 PM - 4:30 PM ~ Lunch Provided

Hosted by
ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH
5300 South El Camino Road ~ Las Vegas, NV ~ (702) 221-8245

Natonal Stewarastup Travel T Nemdens Bl Naranes & Goonge Mathen
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- Thanksgiving is a wonderful time of year; families come together and thank God for all
Parish |of their blessings. The Parish Council would like to thank Demetri Asim and Bernadette
Council | Anthony for the lovely Golf Tournament they put on last month. Fun was had by all and we
R look forward to the Golf Tournament becoming an annual event benefitting our Church and our
ceport Veterans

Christmas is upon us and it is fitting that Stewardship Sunday is this month, on Sunday, December 4.
Please think about all of the things you love about the Church and then fill out your Stewardship Card for
2012. This year you will notice on the back of your Stewardship Card a list of our ministries here at St. John
Church. Please select at least one of these to participate in this year. Stewardship is not just about money; it
is an expression of our love for the Church. Participation in a ministry is just as important as your
Stewardship check.

I would like to say ‘Thank You’ to all of those stewards who participated in the General Assembly last
month. It was the most productive I have ever participated in and I look forward to continuing to move the
Church in a positive direction as we pay down the mortgage and add new and exciting ministries to St. John.

Again, T would like to announce that Mr. Bill Marianes is coming to St. John Church to put on his
Stewardship Seminar on Saturday, January 7, 2012. Why am I announcing this again? Because you must
attend if you are on the Parish Council, Stewardship Committee or Board Member of a Parish Ministry. So
mark your calendars and get ready to be inspired.

As always, if you are having an event, baptism, wedding, birthday party, office party, or if you need
meeting space or convention space: Call Sheryl, our catering director, and book your event with us. You will
be helping your Church as well as showing off our great facilities.

God Bless St. John Church! Spiros Filios, Parish Council President

Financial Status for Month of October 2011

Beginning Balance Internal Bank Transfers Balances
Bank Accounts as of 9.30.11 Income Expenses Transfers In Transfers Out as of 10.31.11
General Operating -$10,366.65 $21,573.71 $135,441.83 $124,524.82 $290.05
Building/Maintenance $60.11 $16.00 $44.11
Community/Education Ctr ~ $30,337.16 $40,849.00 $31,440.60 $12,000.00 $27,745.56
Construction (Loan Paymts) $5,471.37 $225.00 $5,645.31 $65,000.00 $65,051.06
Food Festival $534,448.43 $11,,010.18 $201,977.67 $197,524.82 $55,956.12
Icon Money Market $1577.70 $767.45 $32.00 $2,313.15
Library Checking $15,137.21 $1.28 $15,138.49
On-Line Donations $1,200.09 $1,200.09
Bookstore Checking $3,931.20 $237.42 $3,693.78
Construction Loan $642,275.72 $640,312.28
Revolving Line of Credit $20,000.00 $20,000.00 $0.00
Term Loan (5 year loan) $0.00 $0.00
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St ewardshi p Report: oThe Reason |

It is interesting to think about what actually makes the Christmas Season exciting. Where exactly
does the joy come from? Is it from the giving, or the receiving? Is a reflection on the reason for the seasonal
activities a central part of our lives during this time, or is the whole process just a cultural ritual?

Throughout His adult life Jesus always taught us to give and to serve. He first came into the world as
One Who needed assistance, for He was born in the flesh without a place to lay His Head. In coming to our
world in this way Jesus showed us there is no shame in being poor. A risk we take when we practice
Stewardship is that we may begin to think of ourselves as better or more blessed than someone in need and,
consciously or unconsciously, look down or differently upon those who need our generosity. When we look
down upon the poor we look down upon the infant Jesus Himself. Perhaps the truly “poor” are those that fail
to recognize the purpose and reason for the seasonal blessings we receive during this time of year.

Accumulating gifts and participating in indulgences is not the correct way to recognize and give
thanks for the lives and blessings we have been given, for this often precludes us from the opportunities we
have to share our gifts with others. Regardless of our material wealth, we all have gifts to give. Each of us has
wealth beyond what we recognize - and all of us can share those treasured gifts with others. 'What better
time of year to do that than the celebration of the Birth of our Lord and Savior?

The shepherds came from the fields bringing only themselves and their sheep. Yet their interest in
Jesus was enough to win them a place in the Christmas Story for all times. What is their Stewardship
message to us? Even if all we have to give is our interest, our caring, and our time to come and visit . . . those
are important gifts to give. The Wise Men present an entirely different message than the shepherds. Like
most of us, these were men with many blessings. These sojourners were wealthy by standards of the time and
perhaps admired for it. They are remembered not just for coming to worship Jesus, but also for bringing Him
gifts. The lesson is that just going to Church is not enough; we also are expected to bring our gifts with us for
Christ and, in His Name, for others. Like the Wise Men, our material offerings must be accompanied with
the equally significant gifts of time and love.

As 2011 ends, let us reflect on the events of the year: Those that have been blessed and well attended,
but also those that have been lessened by some loss or tragedy. Let us reach out to the needs we recognize
and offer help to those that may remain silent in their grief. Let us live to the best of our ability the true and
lasting spirit of Stewardship. Our willingness to do so may be the greatest gift of all.

Merry Christmas! Gary Waters and the 2011 Stewardship Committee

2011 Stewardship Status (November 15, 2011): Stewardship Target - 2011 $350,000
Stewardship Families Pledged 459 Stewardship Gifts Pledged $316,115
Stewardship Gifts Received $249,043 Current Stewardship Deficit $33,785
Average Stewardship Pledge $698 Percentage of Goal Achieved 90%

Pledge Range Number of Families $ of Gifts Pledged

$1-$999 352 $116,349

$1,000-$2,499 86 $109,536

$2,500-%$4,999 14 $47,030

$5,000-$9,999 6 $ 33,200

$10,000-$14,999 1 $ 10,000

2010 2011 Difference

Stewards Pledged* 455 459 4

Gifts Pledged $331,891 $316,115 -$15,776

Gifts Received $269.000 $249.043 -$19,957

Average Pledge $729 $698 -$31

*Based on Stewardship Pledge Cards received
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) Greetings!

p hﬂOPtOChOS This past month has been very productive for Philoptochos. Our members came
News together for our hands-on project making packages for the troops serving in
Afghanistan. We thank Jen Rodis for all of her work on this project. Then we were ‘In
the Kitchen with Kiki’ baking cookies for our Christmas pastry tins. Our Autumn Bake Sale was held the
next day, and was a great success — we thank Elizabeth Goddard for chairing this event.

In December we will be packing hundreds of pastry tins and coordinating the Parish Christmas Card
mailing. Then we will take an evening to celebrate the season at our Annual Christmas Party, which will be
held on Tuesday, December 6 at our own Panos Hall. This will be a wonderful event and everyone should
make plans to attend: We promise you a great time. For this event, we are asking everyone to please bring a
blanket for the homeless.

Once again we ask that you remember the ones that are less fortunate than us; we can make a
difference one person at a time. May you be blessed with a wonderful holiday filled with family and friends.

Finally, please mark your calendars for Sunday, January 1, when our parish will have the Annual
Cutting of the Vasilopita following the Divine Liturgy. Philoptochos will take a collection to benefit St. Basil’s
Academy for Children.

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!

Your Sisters in Christ, Geri Kypreos and the Panagia Chapter Philoptochos Board

All Parish Members are Invited to Join Us for Our
St. John the Baptist Name Day Festivities
Saturday, January 7, 2012

Schedule of Events:
9:00 am Orthros
10:00 am Divine Liturgy
12:00 pm Complimentary Lunch
12:30 - 4:30 pm Stewardship Seminar with
Guest Speakers, Bill Marianes & George Matthews
6:00 pm Annual Name Day Dinner - Dance in Panos Hall

More information will soon be available.

?ﬁ? COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS CARD /,&A ﬁ
2011 Christmas Card Submission Form

Name & Phone or Email:

Print Your Name as you wish it to appear on the card (names only - no greeting, please):

Donation: $20 per family - Deadline: Sunday, December 11, 2011
For assistance, see Andrea Takas or Niki Stavropoulos ~ Mail form ¢ payment to Philoptochos /o St. John Church
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Youth Ministries

Church School

Hi Everyone!

I hope everyone has a wonderful Nativity Season. We are gearing up for our Christmas Pageant,
which is on Sunday, December 18, following Liturgy. We will have a mandatory Pageant Rehearsal on
Saturday, December 17at 11:00 am. Following the rehearsal, we will have our annual Christmas Party at 1:00
pm. We will enjoy a pasta luncheon, and we are asking families to bring in either soda or dessert.

During Advent, our various ministries are collecting canned goods for those that are less fortunate
than us. Please bring the canned goods to your child's teacher, so we can donate them.

Family Worship Sundays are Christmas and New Year’s Day.

Please feel free to contact me with any questions or concerns!

Eileen Koutsulis, Director (702) 521-6516 or vivaleenie@cox.net

Youth Choir News

Qb #H A We will be chanting the Divine Liturgy on Sunday, December I1. As always, please
W, r{@%}@ & < beup in the front by 9:40 am so we can be in full voice for the Doxology at 9:50 am.
( WJ) ('ln\\ \74‘ /) Your chanting was beautiful in November. Thanks to those who came early and on

l \ time to sing the Doxology. If you would like to be a member of the Youth Choir, please just
_<'z=z= join us up in the front. Our books have been updated so you can follow along with the
group. Again, we will have a short practice after services - this arrangement has worked out
very well for all of us.
Have a Blessed Nativity Season! Love, Presvytera Maria

HOPE and JOY

We wish everyone a wonderful Christmas Season! We will be joining Orthodox Family Fellowship at
the Bauck Home on Friday, December 16 at 6:30 pm for food and fellowship. Please look to the January issue
of The Desert Messenger for information on our snow day at Mt. Charleston!

Your Sister in Christ, Sharon Katsaros (702) 292-0850

Orthodox Family Fellowship

Orthodox Family Fellowship will meet on Friday, December 16 at the Bauck Family Home at 6:30
pm. We will be inviting the Greek Folk Dance Group Christmas Carolers and their families to join us at the
end of their evening for a little caroling and a lot of holiday celebration. Please plan to join in!

Please RSVP to Amy Bauck at (702) 250-5064. We look forward to seeing you there.

God Bless, Amy and Jeremy Bauck, OFF Directors

GOYA

Rejoice, GOYAns . . . we are approaching the beautiful Feast of our Savior’s Nativity! Let us remember
the less-fortunate by teaming up with other youth ministries and donating canned goods; please turn in your
donation to your Church School Teachers.

Please remember that the Christmas Pageant Rehearsal is on Saturday, December 17 at 11:00 am,
followed by the Christmas Party at 1:00 pm.

We pray for a Blessed Nativity with health, love and peace for everyone!

Love in Christ, Effie Lekar (702) 768-5500 & Tammy Chomakos (702) 338-4671
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Greek Folk Dance

For those of you that attended our 2™ Annual Wine Experience - Thank You! We know you had a
wonderful time and we look forward to planning the event for 2012. 'We are grateful for a job well done by
our fabulous Chairpersons, Para Pouridis, Tammy Chomakos and Effie Lekar.

The Folk Dance Festival is going to be here before we know it and we only have a few more
opportunities to raise money for our expenses (costumes and musicians for both practices here and
performances at FDF). We ask that you please participate and support our upcoming fundraising events.

On Saturday, December 3 we are holding a Holiday Boutique and Swap Meet in Panos Hall from 9:00
am to 3:00 pm. 10x10 spaces can be rented for $25 each and you can sell whatever you want. A limited
number of tables can be provided on a first-paid basis for an additional $5. Proceeds from the rental of the
spaces will go to St. John Church Operating Fund. The Dance Ministry will be selling refreshments at the
event and will keep any profits from what we sell. Please tell everyone you know that if they are interested in
having a space to contact 7ina Liaos at (702) 335-2876. We will also need parent volunteers to help set up
the night before, and to clean up during the event and afterwards.

We will be hosting Fellowship on Sunday, December 4, so look for an email from Irene Tafoya when
it comes time to sign up for what you can bring and how you can help out.

Our Greek Dancers will be Christmas Caroling for the community again this year on December 16|
and 17. 1f you would like the carolers to come to your house, please contact any Dance Board member or use
the form enclosed on this page to sign up.

Tina Liaos and the Greek Folk Dance Board

Please Join Us for Our Annual Christmas Pageat
aThe Tree Of Je

Sunday, December 18 ~ Following Divine Liturg

In Panos Hall
Featuring the Students of Our Church School Program

é I would like to receive the Greek Folk Dance Christmas Carolers at my home on:

Please fill out and return this form to the Church Office or a Dance Board Member by December 12.
We will do our best to accommodate your request as indicated above. You will be contacted as the
dates get closer to coordinate an approximate time of arrival. Thank You for your support!

! ; :
' Check one: Friday, December 16 :
: Saturday, December 17 :
! Either day :
i Name :
éAddress :
'Home Phone Cell Phone :

L T T T T R |
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Parish Council Elections ~ Vote on Sunday, December 4

Our annual Parish Council Elections for the 2012 - 13 term will be held on Sunday, December 4,
immediately following Divine Liturgy until 2:00 pm. All Stewards in good standing with our parish for 2011
are encouraged to come and vote for six new members for the Parish Council. The candidates are:

Adam Bieker Darrick Cole Paula Kelesis

Stacy Mavrantonis Ramona Tasios Tami Stefanatos

Bulletins No Longer Mailed Upcoming Community Events:

Per the decision of the Parish Council and the recent| |December 3 ~ Holiday Boutiqu
Parish Assembly, The Desert Messenger will be emailed only or, if] [December 4 ~ Stewardship Sunday

you do not have internet, you can pick up your copy at the _ .
Church Office starting January 2012, This will save the Church December 18 ~ Christmas Pagpant

significantly each year. To receive the monthly bulletin, if you January 1 ~ Community Vasilopita
have not already done so, please send your email address to] |January 7 ~ St. John Name Day

karen@vegasgreekorthodox.com. Events & Stewardshi D Semina

10
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The ladies Philoptochos Society of
St. John the Baptist Greek Orthodox church
Proudly Presents the
29th annual Greek Christmas Pastry tin

Two dozen delicious assorted Greek pastries lovingly baked and packaged by the
Ladies of St. John the Baptist in a beautifully decorated keepsake tin.

Perfect for office, holiday parties and hostess gifts. Only $27.00

Need something smaller?
Try the ten piece Traditional Greek Cookies Box for $12.00

Sales continue through December while supplies last.

Quantities are limited and sold by pre-order only!

Send in your order with payment as soon as possible to guarantee your order.

To: The Ladies Philoptochos Society  Attention: Greek Pastry Sale
5300 El Camino Road. Las Vegas, Nevada 89118

The proceeds of the annual Greek Christmas Pastry Tin Sale are returned in countless ways to benefit the
many projects, ministries and needs of St. John the Baptist, and the Las Vegas community at large.
Thank you for helping us help others!

City, State, Zip Code

Day Telephone: Cell or Evening Telephone:

Email Address
Number of Tins: @ $27.00=%
Number of Mini boxes: @ $12.00=%
Free delivery of orders of $400 or more, $15.00 for all others $
My check is enclosed Check number Order Total $

| Credit Card Number Expiration date
a Your order will be ready for pickup at St. John Church

on Sunday, December 4, 2011 following Divine Liturgy |
May God Bless You and Your Family during this Holy Season and throughout the con

11
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Orthodox Connection Las Vegas

Through the month of December, Christians everywhere come together to celebrate the Birth of our
Savior. As Orthodox Christians, of course, we are fasting. Fasting is often a very difficult task and we
complain and question the purpose of doing so. We may also have others question or judge our fasting
because they do not understand the reasoning behind it.

During this season we find ourselves celebrating Jesus Christ, but let us also remember two other
significant Saints in this celebration: Mary and Joseph. When Mary was betrothed to Joseph, she soon
received word from the Archangel Gabriel that through God’s Grace she would become the Mother of God.
In our finite minds, we cannot fathom even an Angel appearing to us; however, Mary did not question
anything, but accepted God’s will. Through her belief, the Angel’s words became reality: Our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ became Incarnate by the Holy Spirit and the ever Virgin Mary.

When Joseph realized that Mary was pregnant he was very troubled. An Angel then appeared and
told him not to worry, that the child was of God and Mary had done no wrong. With faith in God, Joseph
rejoiced in these words and, although ridiculed by others because they did not understand how this could be,
Joseph was at ease because he knew he was doing God’s will.

When we are faced with questions or ridicule from others with regard to our faith or fasting, let us
follow the example of Mary and Joseph and remain faithful to God, obedient to His will, joyful in our hope,
strong in our fasting and vigilant in our prayers. In doing so, like Mary and Joseph, we will be rewarded with
God’s Grace.

On Saturday, December 10 from 10:45 am to 1:00 pm we will be assisting our friends at the Las Vegas
Rescue Mission in serving lunch to those in need. Please wear closed-toe shoes and clothes that you do not
mind getting dirty. Las Vegas Rescue Mission is located at 480 W. Bonanza Rd, Las Vegas, NV 89106.

Wishing All a Blessed Nativity Season!

In Christ, Adam Bieker (702) 321-7611 orthodoxconnectionlv@gmail.com

Adult Study Continues in December!

OOur Thoughts Deter
The Life and Teachings of Elder Thaddeus of Vitovnica

m | Join Us Fach Wednesday -~ 7:00 - 8:30 pm ~ Kokkos Hall

Fr. John Hondros, Instructor
Books available in our Orthodox Bookstore

Orthodox Bookstore

Christ is Born! Glorify Him!

Please stop by the Orthodox Bookstore and check out our amazing collection of icons, Bibles, prayers
books, spiritual books for adults and children, religious items and CDs. We have everything you need for
your gift-giving ‘for the soul’ - and we will soon have in stock the 2012 Daily Lives, Miracles, and Wisdom
of the Saints and Fasting Calendar.

For those of you who visited the Bookstore booth at this year’s Greek Food Festival you will remember
that it was shared with the IOCC Outreach. The theme of their booth items focused on Our Lord’s Nativity.
Along with an assortment of Christmas cards, there are quite a few items which would be great for holiday
gift-giving: Custom-made ornaments, candles and key chains. This year the Bookstore is pairing up with
Stephanie Demoleas and this ministry to promote the IOCC presence in our Orthodox Church. All proceeds
will benefit IOCC and our own parish.

Have a Happy and Safe Holiday ~ Matthew Castillo, Bookstore Director

12



mailto:orthodoxconnectionlv@gmail.com

THE DESERT MESSENGER

Forerunners ~ The Seniors of St. John the Baptist

Our Thanksgiving gathering was very successful; we had over 50 members that enjoyed a great turkey
dinner. We look forward to everybody joining us on Monday, December 12 at 11:30 am at The Mad Greek.
We will enjoy a delicious holiday meal. The Mad Greek is located at the corner of Sahara and Durango.

We are asking your participation in our Shoebox Project, as we are a little behind this year. The
Forerunners will be collecting shoeboxes filled with items suitable for homeless youth here in the Las Vegas
community. When purchasing items, please remember that we are making shoeboxes for youth between the
ages of 12 and 18.

As a guideline, the items most needed are first aid products, personal hygiene products, new
underwear, non-perishable food items, gift cards to McDonalds or Wal-Mart and phone cards.  Cash
donations are also welcome.

For more information regarding the Shoebox Project or donations, please contact Ruth Plentzas at
(702) 221-0989. You can leave your donations at the Church Office, or with Ruth or me. We will deliver the
shoeboxes to the Partnership for Homeless Youth on December 15. We would like to thank our parish for
their fine response last year; it would be wonderful if we make it even more successful this year.

Our new Presidents of the Forerunners will be Gary and Marie Setian, who will take over leadership in
January. Please remember that we now meet monthly on Monday.

Lastly, we Forerunners would like to encourage more parishioners to attend future Parish Assemblies.
When we have about 400 people in Church, we should not have to “beg” to get a quorum. In my days, we
followed the term “full participation.” T wonder if we can each ask ourselves: “Are we full participants?”

Charles Teed

Daughters of Penelope

[ offer this note of thanks to everyone who helped to make our Founders Day
Memorial a wonderful event.

Our Three Hierarchs Luncheon scheduled for Sunday, January 29, 2012 will be
both a tasty and educational experience for everyone. May the Hope that was born that
silent, holy night remain in your heart throughout the year, and may we all remember to keep
CHRIST in Christmas!

Happy Holidays -~ Kathy Pentogenis and the Entire DOP Board

Notes from the Loft

Rehearsals for Christmas services will be: .,)
Wednesday, December 7 at 6:00 pm ﬁ
Wednesday, December 14 at 6:00 pm
Wednesday, December 21 at 6:00 pm
Please mark your calendars and plan to attend these very important rehearsals. If you cannot attend,

please notify me so we can arrange a time that I can review the music with you.
Athena Mertes, Choir Director

Pedicures for the Parish

A parishioner has graciously donated a limited amount of pedicures to St. John the Baptist Greek
Orthodox Church. This would make a great gift for a special occasion or the holidays. We are asking for a
minimum donation of $30 and, better yet, all proceeds benefit the Church! To purchase gift cards, please
contact Karen at (702) 221-8245 or karen@vegasgreekorthodox.com.
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Reflections from Ariston Recipients

Each of us needs to have the memory of a spiritual event which raises the level of emotion and
achievement. This occurred when I was honored by the Parish of St. John the Baptist Greek Orthodox
Church to be a worthy recipient of the prestigious Ariston Award.

This is the pinnacle of achievement to be recognized for my forty years of service to our Lord and
Orthodox Faith.

[ am pleased that so many members of our parish attended “The Grand Event” to witness the
auspicious occasion.

It was also meaningful to me to have my family and dear friends come from near and far to be with me
for the Award presentation.

I wish to take this opportunity to express my appreciation to the Ariston Award Committee for a
magnificent and memorable event!

Helen Stock

Receiving the Ariston Award is a unique honor and privilege. I am grateful to have been chosen as one
of the honorees.

My thanks to everyone who took part in making the Grand Event so memorable. The awards and
proclamations from Metropolitan Gerasimos, Senator Harry Reid, Senator Dean Heller, Congresswoman
Shelley Berkley, Congressman Dr. Joe Heck, Governor Brian Sandoval and Mayor Carolyn Goodman
presented by Mayor Pro Tem Stavros Anthony were exceptional.

The words from His Grace Bishop Ilia Katre were as always insightful and prolific. Father John spoke
stirring and exemplary words of the role of women in the Bible and in our Parish. To be mentioned in the
same context is indeed an honor.

I thank the Parish Council and the Ariston Committee: Jim Monoyudis, Alex Sparkuhl, Bernadette
Anthony, Angela Hernquist, the gracious Master of Ceremonies, and photographer Stephen Carabas.
A special “Thank You” to Cheryl Pandelis and Susan Stamis, who did an incredible job of coordinating the
event and put in an enormous amount of time and effort to make the occasion successful.

[ thank my family, my strength and my joy, and the members of St. John the Baptist who have given
their help and support these many years.

I wish to share this Ariston Award with the Choir Members who have stood beside me with
constancy and devotion for 20 years, and have unselfishly given of their time and presence. Thank you for
enriching my life; I cherish the years we have spent together.

With gratitude, Faye Brown

Our Community Registry

Baptized into Christ
Spyridon Ruffner (Adult Baptism) on November 5, 2011.
Godparent: John G. Karas

Chrismation
Maritsa Farren on November 20, 2011. Sponsor: Marcie M. Karas

Na Mas Zisoun/

Marriage: Na Zisete!
Mario Cyr and Paraskevi Barbagiannis on November 11, 2011.
Sponsor: John Dallaire.

Fallen Asleep in the Lord: Eternal Memory
George Milton Trigonis on October 20, 2011. Funeral on October 26.
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The Way of the Lord

“But when the time had fully come,
God sent forth His Son,
born of a woman, born under the law,
to redeem those who were under the law,
so that we might receive adoption as sons.
And because you are sons,
God has sent the Spirit of His Son into our hearts,
crying, ‘Abbal Father!
So through God you are no longer a slave but a son,
and if a son then an heir.”
~Galatians 4:4-7




