
The Desert  Messenger 
òBehold, I send My messenger before Your Face, who shall prepare Your way...ó (Matthew 11:10)  

Beloved in Christ: 
 What a blessing it is that we are granted the opportunity to ascend spiritually again with 
the beginning of the New Ecclesiastical Year on September 1.  Hopefully we were regenerated 
and renewed during the summer months and are ready to embark more diligently on our 
pilgrimage of faith that ultimately leads us, as children of God by grace, toward closer 

communion with our loving Creator and our Savior.   
 As your parish priest for the past eight years, I have journeyed through many milestones with you, 
with the completion and opening of our Community Center, the expansion of our many ministries, the 
establishment of regular study classes, the wonderful events held in Panos Hall, the beautification of our 
Church interior, the holy Consecration of our Church, the writing and installation of two phases of 
iconography (including the Platytera and the Pantocrator) and just last year the celebration of the 50th 
Anniversary of St. John the Baptist Greek Orthodox Church.  An ongoing challenge and equally a joy each 
year has been the planning, preparation and execution of our incredible Greek Food Festival.  We are 
blessed to have the able chairmanship again of Gus Flangas, but with the Festival only a few weeks off it is 
crucial that each parish member pitch in and serve for the good of our Church.  
 While there are many qualities that make us stand out as a parish, one thing is still lacking ð and this 
is most needful:  All of us must take more seriously our 
responsibility to God, each other and the larger community to 
grow spiritually.  For Greek Orthodox Christians the most 
important aspect of our walk in Christ is our worship ð and 
especially our frequent, attentive and heartfelt participation in 
the Divine Liturgy.  St. Paul wrote, òThere is one Body and one 
Spirit . . .ó (Ephesians 4:4), and this is why we Orthodox 
gather only once each Sunday, as members of the Spirit-filled 
Body of Christ, to lay aside all earthly cares, lift up our hearts to 
the Lord, and receive His sanctifying grace through His life-
giving Body and Blood. 
 Unfortunately, and I offer this observation with the 
deepest love and concern for all of us, there are many in our parish family who are lacking in their 
commitment to the united worship of our Lord:  This is painfully apparent by the sporadic attendance of 
Liturgy for so many and, worse yet, the late hour by which our members arrive (and the swiftness with 
which many of you leave following the Sacrament).  Our Lord Jesus Christ by His Resurrection consecrated 
Sunday as the òLordõs Dayó (ȾɡɟɘŬəɖ) and all of us, as His children by grace, should naturally desire to 
respond with love and gratitude to our Savior by faithfully preparing for, attending on time (that is, no later 
than the start of the Liturgy at 10:00 am) and participating in the Eucharist each and every Sunday. 
 Christ humbled Himself in order to unite us together in Him:  In this New Year of the Lord, I pray 
that all of us keep foremost in our minds and hearts that we are collectively members of Him, and take more 
seriously our responsibility to worship as one Body, for the glory of His Name and our sanctification. 
 With love in Christ,  
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WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
Sundays:  8:45 am Orthros ~ 10:00 am Divine Liturgy  

Church School follows Holy Communion (Beginning September 12) 
9:30 am  Divine Liturgy on Sunday of the Food Festival, September 26 

Sunday, September 5/15th Sunday of Matthew/
Holy Prophet Zacharias & Righteous Elizabeth  
Orthros:  Tone Six (Second Plagal) 
Resurrection Gospel (Orthros):  Luke 24:1-12 
Epistle:  2 Corinthians 4:6-16 
Gospel:  Matthew 22:35-46 
 
Wednesday, September 8/The Nativity of the 
Theotokos 
8:00 am  Orthros 
9:00 am  Divine Liturgy 
Epistle:  Philippians 2:5-11 
Gospel:  Luke 10:38-42; 11:27-28 
 
Sunday, September 12/Sunday Before the 
Elevation of the Holy Cross 
Orthros:  Tone Seven (Grave) 
Resurrection Gospel (Orthros):  Luke 24:13-35 
Epistle:  Galatians 6:11-18 
Gospel:  John 3:13-17 
Blessing of Water for New School Year 
1st Day of Church School Classes 

Tuesday, September 14/Elevation of the Holy Cross 
(Strict Fast)  
8:00 am  Orthros ~ Procession of Cross at Doxology 
9:00 am  Divine Liturgy 
Epistle:  1 Corinthians 1:18-24 
Gospel:  John 19:6-11, 13-20, 25-28, 30 
 
Sunday, September 19/Sunday after the Elevation of 
the Holy Cross  
Orthros:  Tone Eight (Fourth Plagal) 
Resurrection Gospel (Orthros):  Luke 24:36-53 
Epistle:  Galatians 2:16-20 
Gospel:  Mark 8:34-38; 9:1 
 
Sunday, September 26/Falling Asleep of St. John the 
Evangelist & Theologian 
8:30 am  Orthros 
9:30 am  Divine Liturgy 
Orthros:  Tone One 
Resurrection Gospel (Orthros):  John 20:1-10 
Epistle:  1 John 4:12-19 
Gospel:  John 19:25-27; 21:24-25 

SUNDAY SCHEDULE 
 

September 5 
Ushers:  Pete Kypreos, Alex Sparkuhl, Angela Coutris, George Bochanis, Darrick Cole and Gary Waters 

Memorial:  Efthymios Tsokas (40 days); Stratos Hondros (5 years).  
Fellowship:   Pan-Arcadians   

 
September 12  

Ushers:  Marina Adamy, Spiros Filios, William Carrico, Sam Koutsulis, George Kakavulias and  
Demetrios Philippou  

Fellowship: Philoptochos ~ Sunday of the Cross ~ Benefits Holy Cross Seminary   
 

September  19 
Ushers: Darrick Cole, Angela Coutris, Pete Kypreos, George Bochanis, Gary Waters and Marina Adamy   

Memorial:  Those who fell asleep in the battle to capture Tripolitsa in 1822; Founding Pan-Arcadian Alea 
Chapter Presidents, George Giannakoulias and Tom Andrew.  

Fellowship:  ALEA Chapter of Pan-Arcadians - Tripolitsa  
 

September 26  
Ushers:  Entire Parish Council  

No Fellowship ~ 38th Annual Greek Food Festival    

òI lift up my eyes to the hills.  From where does my help come?  It comes from the Lord.ó ~Ps. 121:1-2 
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Orthodox Bookstore 
 

Hello from the Bookstore!   
We have ordered quite a variety of 

icons and books for the upcoming Food 
Festival.  Come and see! 
 Please welcome Matthew Castillo as 
the new Bookstore Director for our parish. 
He is well-read and has a love for the holy 
things of Godõs Church.   
 By the sure help of our Almighty 
Father, I am sure that this ministry will 
continue to assist in the principle work of 
our Church ð the healing and restoration of 
human souls to the Kingdom of Heaven. 
 ICXC NIKA ~ Costa Frangakis 

Financial Status for Months of June and July 2010 
 
 
 

    Beginning Balance                   Balances                        Balances 
Bank Accounts  as of 5.31.10 Income        Expenses       as of 6.30.10            Income              Expenses                as of 7.31.10  
General Operating  -$14,876.96 $82,402.83*   $48,979.49     $18,546.38              $40,261.09*     $56,911.78   $1,895.69 
*$30,000 transfer from C&E into GOA to cover operating expenses. 
Building/Maintenance $13,772.46 $2.49        $2,085.00        $11,689.95               $1.98     $438.57            $11,253.36 
Community/Education Ctr $16,699.83 $17,475.00      $21,454.46*    $12,720.37              $4,100.00     $13,800.46*   $3,019.91 
Construction (Loan Paymts) $11,483.38         $6,681.71           $4,801.67                 $15,000.00**    $6,715.94   $13,085.73 
**$15,000 transfer from Festival account into Construction account to cover mortgage payments.  
Food Festival  $46,151.27 $3,015.00        $2,385.00         $46,781.27               $10,602.00     $26,157.07**   $31,226.20 
Icon Money Market $1,113.60  $1,971.56         $37.00               $3,048.16              $1.48     $37.00    $3,012.64 
Library Checking  $15,890.47 $2.86        $313.40             $15,579.93               $2.57     $15,582.50 
Online Donations   $700.09                   $700.09       $700.09   
 
Construction Loan  $676,963.38                    $674,000.83                 $670,917.07 
Revolving Line of Credit $0.00                     $0.00        $0.00 
Term Loan (5 year loan)  $31,981.50                                                        $31,981.50       $31,981.50 
 

 I am back from Greece and ready for a New Church Year ð are you?  Can you 
believe how fast the summer went?  I hope everyone had a safe and enjoyable summer and 
now are ready to help with our 38th Annual Greek Food Festival!    Letõs all continue to 
work hard so that this will be one of the best Greek Food Festivals ever!   It takes 

everyoneõs effort to do the job.  The Festival is right around the corner on September 24 through 26.  If you 
can volunteer in any way, please contact the Church Office.   
 I am looking forward to a New Ecclesiastical Year with you.  Remember:  If you notice anything that 
needs to be repaired or tended to, please let a Parish Council member know, or contact the Church Office.  
 Peter Kypreos, Parish Council President    

Presidentõs 
Column 

With Gratitude to God for These Faithful Stewards 
 

There are many ministries of St. John the Baptist 
Greek Orthodox Church which have enriched our parish and 
contributed to the growth of those participating in them, 
thanks to the  active support of our community and 
especially the faithful and dedicated directors and 
instructors of these ministries.   

In particular, we would like to offer our heartfelt 
gratitude to God for the faithful stewardship of the following 
individuals, who have been instrumental to the success of 
their respective ministries:  Faye Brown, our Choir Director 
for 20 years, Bessie Stavropoulos, our Folk Dance Director for 
several years, Costa Frangakis, our Bookstore Director the 
past few years, and Amanda Flangas, our 1st Grade Church 
School teacher for many years.  Faye, Bessie, Costa and 
Amanda have served the Lord and this community through 
the selfless offering of their talents and time and, as they are 
stepping down from their leadership positions, we take this 
opportunity to thank them profusely for their excellent 
service.   

At the same time, we welcome with open arms 
Athena Mertes as the new Choir Director, Matthew Castillo 
as the Bookstore Director, as well as our new Dance and 
Church School instructors. 

 

Mandatory Youth Workers Briefing  
for all Parish Youth Advisors, 

Teachers and Directors on  
Sunday, September 12,  

1:00-1:30 pm in Kokkos Hall. 
Offered by Gary Waters. 
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 Hello, Ladies!  I hope you all had a safe and 
pleasant summer. Thank you to those ladies 
who volunteered their time for the Panigyri on Sunday, 
August 15.  Once again the Tzelalis family generously 

donated the luncheon following services to honor the Panagia. 
 Our first General Meeting will be on Tuesday, September 7 at 6:30 
pm.  This is a week earlier than usual, so please mark your calendars.  We will 
be serving a wonderful dinner brought to us by Peter Papas and Yassou Greek 
Grill Cafe!  Please join us as we get ready for another fun and exciting year in 
the service of our Lord. 

Sincerely, April Karalis and the Philoptochos Board 

Philoptochos 
News 

 

Our Community Registry  
 

Baptized into Christ:  Na Mas Zisi!  
 

Rozina, daughter of Assefaw and Mehret Bahta, on July 3, 2010.  
Godparent:  Mehret Ghebremichael.  

 
Marriage:  Na Zisete!  

 
David Michael Silver and Courtney Ann Hernquist on June 26, 2010.  

Assumption Cathedral in Denver, CO.    
Sponsor:  Ann Cyphers.  

 
Leonidas Fotopoulos and Aarin Irini Alcala on June 27, 2010.  

Ss. Constantine and Helen in Palos Hills, IL.  
Sponsor:  Peter Quintas.  

 
Michael McKinney and Mersene Malamatos on August 21, 2010.  

Sponsor:  Irene Kalkas.  
 

Nabil Salama and Mariam Matta on August 21, 2010.  
Sponsor:  Nevertity Matta.  

 
Christopher Haave and Rhea Nicholas on August 22, 2010.  

Sponsor:  Dorothea Eliakis Maland.  
 

Fallen Asleep in the Lord:  Eternal Memory 
 

Eugenia Niarkos on July 18, 2010.  Funeral on July 22.  
 

Frank Wayne Dolfin  on August 3, 2010.   
Funeral on August 6 at Mountain Vista Chapel in Ely, NV. 

Greek Food Festival Baking Schedule  
 

September 4, 8:00 am  ð Kourambiethes 
September 11, 8:00 am  ð Koulourakia /Melomakarona 

September 13, 8:00 am ð Cookies   
September 18, 8:00 am  ð Diples 

September 20 -21, 8:00 am ð Cakes   
September 21, 8:00 am ð Bake & Syrup Baklava 

September 22, 8:00 am ð Decorate & Cup Baklava 
September 23-24 ð Rice Pudding  

ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST 

GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH 
 

5300 S. El Camino Rd. 

Las Vegas, NV 89118 
 

Rev. Father John Hondros 
 

Karen Rawlinson 

Administrative Assistant 
 

Maria Kakavulias 

 Business Administrator 
 

Sheryl Lujan  

Facilities and Catering Manager 
 

Office Hours 
Monday - Friday   

9:00 am - 5:00 pm 
 

Telephone: (702) 221-8245 

FAX: (702) 221-9167 

E-mail: 

frjohn@vegasgreekorthodox.com 

Website: vegasgreekorthodox.com 
 

Parish Council: Peter Kypreos 
 

Philoptochos:  April Karalis 
 

Choir: Athena Mertes  
 

Chanters/Youth Choir: 

Presvytera Maria Hondros 
 

Church School:  

Eileen Koutsulis 
 

Altar Servers: 

Sam Koutsulis  
 

Stewardship Committee: 

Angela Coutris  
 

Hellenic Historical Society: 

Nitsa Filios 
 

GOYA: 

Effie Lekar  

Tammy Chomakos 
 

HOPE and JOY: 

Jennifer Orlando  

Sharon Katsaros  
 

Orthodox Family Fellowship: 

Michael and Tami Stefanatos 
 

Orthodox Connection Las Vegas:  

Adam Bieker  
 

Forerunners:   

Ruth Plentzas 
 

Greek Folk Dance:   

Tina Liaos, Chair 

Bryan Taxopoulos, Director 
 

Greek Language Classes: 

Thymios Carabas 
 

Orthodox Bookstore:  

Matthew Castillo  
 

Bill Andrews Library:  

Spero Demoleas 
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Notes from the Loft 
 
 What a phenomenal 20 years it has been as the Choir Director of St. John the Baptist!  I 
have seen the Choir grow from approximately 10 people to almost 35 members. I have seen the 
Choir sing difficult hymns that required a lot of practice and they have succeeded and expanded 

greatly their repertoire.    
We successfully hosted the 2004 Church Musicians Conference.   To date, we had the most attendees 

of any conference so far.  All of this was made possible by the support of all of you, the congregation, Bishop 
Ilia Katre, Father John and the Parish Council.   
 I have been extremely blessed with the love, devotion, and loyalty of my fabulous Choir members.  
They have weathered many storms as well as fair weather with me, and my appreciation and love goes to each 
one of them.   My life has been enriched because of all of you.  I have been privileged and honored to have 
directed the Choir for these 20 years.  It has been an odyssey of a lifetime. 

I am certain you will give your love and support to Athena Mertes, the new Choir Director.   She is a 
professional musician and very well qualified.  I know that under her directorship the Choir will continue to 
grow and prosper.  Faye Brown 

 

Church Musicians Conference 
 
 The 2010 Church Musicians Conference took place the weekend of June 17-20 in Tucson, Arizona, 
hosted by the Choir of St. Demetrios Church.  Our Choir was represented by Faye Brown, our director, and 
Victoria Xikis. 
 On Thursday evening we held the business meeting with 16 parishes represented and 32 delegates in 
attendance.  The Choir for the weekend was composed of 77 Adult and 22 Youth Choir members. 
      On Friday and Saturday the Choir rehearsed and recorded many of our favorite hymns.  Our 
Conference Directors were: Dr. Tikey Zes, Yiorgos Vassilandonakis, Presvytera Pat Tsagalakis for the Youth, 
and Federation President Kathy Loukatos Meck. 
      Fridayõs activities included an òAcapulco Nightó at the Hellenic Center of St. Demetrios, and featured 
a talented group of Mariachis and a fast-friendly Mexican buffet. 
      At the Awards Banquet on Saturday evening after Vespers, His Eminence Metropolitan Gerasimos 
received the St. John Damascene and St. Cosmas the Melodist Award for his great support to the Adult and 
Youth Choirs.   Also, our very own Faye Brown received the Patriarch Athenagoras Medal for distinguished 
service.  
      Sundayõs Liturgy was blessed with heavenly music; following the service, Choir pictures were taken 
and a Farewell Lenten Brunch closed the Conference.  We enjoyed wonderful music and fellowship with old 
and new friends throughout the weekend, and are grateful to our excellent hosts, Rev. Fr. Demetrios Earl 
Cantos and the St. Demetrios Choir. 
 Victoria Xikis, Delegate 

Forerunners ~ The Seniors of St. John the Baptist 
 

I hope everyone had a nice enjoyable summer and that all of you are 
now ready for a New Church Year!    

For September, please join us in volunteering for the Greek Food 
Festival; youõll need to contact Demetri Asim, so he can find a location to 
place you.  

Our first gathering of the new Ecclesiastical Year will be sometime 
after the Festival ð please look to the Weekly Bulletin for more details. 

Keep safe, healthy and God bless you. 
Ruth Plentzas (702) 221-0989 

 
 
 
 

Six Classes on the 
Orthodox Faith  

 

Starting Wednesday, 
September 29 at 7:00 pm 

 

For Inquirers, Catechumens  
and Orthodox Christians 
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GREEK LANGUAGE CLASSES 2010-11  
  

SESSION I (5-week session, 2 classes per week) 
 Beginning Monday, October 11, 2010  

Ending Wednesday, November 10, 2010  
 

SESSION II (5-week session, 2 classes per week)  
Beginning Monday, March 14, 2011  
Ending Wednesday, April 13, 2011 

  

  Offered at St. John the Baptist Greek Orthodox Church 
5300 S. El Camino Road Las Vegas NV 89118   

  
  

Youth Classes on Mondays and Wednesdays 4:30 - 6:00 pm  
(from 5 years-old as of 1st Class) 

Adult Classes:  5-week sessions, 2 classes per week ~ TBA (16 years-old and up) 
  

 Level of enrollment to be determined by teacher 
Must have 8 student minimum per class to hold classes  

  
   

Tuition:  One Session: $125 (paid in advance with registration)  
Both Sessions: $220 (paid in advance with registration)   

Books not included in tuition price  
  

  Please complete one registration form for each student, print clearly,  
and submit form and payment to the Church Office by September 29, 2010! 

  
 ************************************************************************  

  

Student Name ____________________________________________________________ 
 

Address ________________________________________________  City/Zip ________ 
  

  

Email ________________________________________  Cell Phone ___________________ 
  

  

Motherõs Name (if under 18) _________________________________________________ 
  

  

 Home Telephone __________________  Work/Cell hone______________________ 
  

  

Fatherõs Name (if under 18) _________________________________________________ 
  

  

Home Telephone __________________Work/Cell Phone______________________ 
  

  

If Minor, Age ____  Grade _____  Last Greek Class Level ______ 
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Youth Ministries  
 

Church School 
 
 Hi Everyone!  I hope that you all had a wonderful summer.   Our first day of classes will be on Sunday, 
September 12.  Please make sure that you enroll your children prior to the first day of Church School, as 
teachers will need a registration form for each student in their class.  Please fill out the Registration Form on 
page 9 (and duplicate as needed).  A $5 cash supply fee should be included along with your registration. 
 It is with sadness that we say goodbye to our long-time teacher, Amanda Flangas.  She was a 
wonderful teacher for many years and she will be missed by all of us.  Jennifer Orlando will now be teaching 
our 1st grade class.  We welcome Sharon Katsaros, who will team-teach with Effie Lekar in the 2nd - 3rd grade 
class.  We are so glad to have Sharon join us; she has been part of our Youth Ministry program as our HOPE 
and JOY Advisor.   
 We will not have class on Sunday, September 26 due to the Greek Food Festival.    
 We look forward to another great year.  Please e-mail me or call me with any questions or concerns at 
(702)521-6516 or vivaleenie@cox.net. 
 Eileen Koutsulis, Director  

 

Youth Choir News  
 
 Happy New Church Year!  I am happily looking forward to another fantastic year in 
the Youth Choir, FDF Youth Choir and the Youth Music program in the Church School at St. 
John the Baptist. 
 Youth Choir will chant the Divine Liturgy on Sunday, September 5 (please note the 
change from previous notices!).   Please meet in the front right side of the Church by 9:40 am 
so we can begin chanting the Doxology by 9:50 am.  

The schedule below is for September and the beginning of October:  
¶ Sunday, September 19 ~ Begin youth music in classrooms:  rotating schedules 

¶ Tuesday, September 28 ~ Rehearsal for FDF Youth Choir begins at 4:30 pm 

¶ Sunday, October 3 ~ All Youth Choir members will begin practice at 12:15 pm for 20-30 minutes in 
Kokkos Hall. 

Thanks!  Love, Presvytera Maria Hondros 
 

GOYA 
 

Hello GOYAns!   
We started the New Ecclesiastical Year with our Bake Sale to help the Ss. 

Kosmas and Damianos Philoxenia Homes in Rochester, MN, near the Mayo Clinic.  
All your yummy treats went to a great cause.  Thank you to the community for 
your support. 
 It's September and Food Festival time again.  We need all GOYAns to 
volunteer again to make it a success!    

After this, gear up for our annual Red Rock Hike on Saturday, October 9, 
9:00 am-12:00 pm.  We'll meet at the Terrible Herbst at Charleston/Town Center 
at 8:45 am.  Please bring water, a hat, and wear sun block.    

We wish you all success in your academic and extra-curricular activities for 
the coming year.  GOYA is a youth ministry of the Church for grades 6th-12th. 

Love in Christ, Your GOYA Advisors, 
Effie Lekar (702) 768-5500 & Tammy Chomakos (702) 338-4671 Ss. Kosmas & Damianos 

mailto:vivaleenie@cox.net
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St. John the Baptist Greek Orthodox Church 
2010-2011 Church School Registration Form 

(One form per child:  Duplicate if Needed) 
 

Church School Classes Begin Sunday, September 12. 
Please return to Karen during the week at the Church Office  
or Eileen Koutsulis, Director,  on Sundays before classes start. 

 

Pre-Kindergarten (4 years-old by September 30) through High School Seniors 
  
Student Name:  ___________________________________________________  Birth Date: ____________________________________ 
  
School Grade 2010-2011: ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
Allergies, Special Needs, Medications: ____________________________________________________________________________ 
  
Patron Saint and Date of Commemoration: _______________________________________________________________________ 
  
Parent(s): __________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
Parent(s) e-mail: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
Address: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
Phone (home/cell): _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
 
I give my child permission to take part in all Church School activities, and planned and supervised outings. 
  
Signed, Parent or Legal Guardian:  
 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
Many hands ease the load!  Please consider helping our children: 
 

_____ Teaching   _____ Snack     _____ Crafts 
  

Cash Supply Fees Paid Per Student:  _____ $5 Stewards  _____ $10 Non-Stewards 
 

 

HOPE and JOY  
 
 As we will be very busy preparing for the Food Festival, we will not have an event 
this month.   
 Please mark your calendars for Sunday, October 10 as we plan something special to 
celebrate the fall season.  Until then, let's do everything we can to make this yearõs Festival 
a success.  OPA! 
 Your HOPE & JOY Advisors, Sharon Katsaros and Jenn Orlando 
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Orthodox Connection Las Vegas 
 
 With the beginning of a New Ecclesiastical Year, we also create 
new goals:  My new goal for OCLV this year is to make this ministry a 
thriving one for all those who wish to participate in our faith.  To do this 
we must understand the purpose of Orthodox Connection Las Vegas ð 
OCLV is a ministry for anyone 21 years and older who wishes to connect 
and share in the four pillars of worship, witness, service and fellowship.  
 OCLV, as with any ministry of the Church, only works when we 
participate to the best of our ability.  For the upcoming year we will 
continue with fellowship through hikes, picnics, dinners, etc.  For service 
we have signed up with Three Square and will be assisting them 
throughout the year with different events.  This year we will also be 
planning a trip to St. Anthony Monastery as well as to Project Mexico to 
work with orphans.    

I am very excited to spend another year with this ministry and, 
God willing, to help it grow into a group more of us can share and enjoy.  
To receive emails of news and upcoming events please email 
orthodoxconnectionlv@gmail.com or call Adam Bieker at (702) 321-7611. 
 For the month of September we will be volunteering for the Greek 
Food Festival September 24-26.   If you have not already signed up, please 
contact the Church Office. 

In Christ, Adam Bieker  

 

Greek Folk Dance  
 
 Another exciting year of Greek Folk Dance has begun!   Practices are on Tuesdays at 6:00 pm and 
Sundays at 1:00 pm, except for our little Liondaria dancers that only practice on Tuesdays for now.    
 We are blessed that this ministry is so large and that we have dedicated volunteers to direct our 
children.  This year we have added three Junior Assistant Directors to help with our younger groups:  Fani 
Mavrantonis and Talia Orlando for Liondaria, and Caroline Lekar for Delfinia.  We look forward to having 
these three young ladies work with the younger dancers and develop skills that will hopefully encourage 
them to become directors in the future. 
 Entertainment Books:  The Greek Dance Ministry is selling Entertainment Books again this year.  
The 2010-11 books sell for $30 each and are filled will great discounts on so many things.  While supplies last, 
for each book you purchase, you will also receive a 2009-10 book (with coupons that are still good until 
November 1, 2010).  Books will be available for purchase during Fellowship on Sundays or by contacting any 
dancer, dancerõs parent, director, or Dance Board member.   
 Festival Workers:  It is the responsibility of the Greek Dance Ministry to work in the soda booths at 
the Food Festival.  If you havenõt done so already, please contact Tina Liaos to let her know what days/hours 
you can work.  We have three booths to run and need everyoneõs help.  Please note that dancers 8 years-old 
and younger are welcome to work in a booth as long as they are with their parent. 
 Wine Walk:  Mark your calendars now for our Wine Walk fundraiser which will be held on 
Saturday, October 16 in Panos Hall.  We promise an evening of wonderful wine-tasting, fabulous 
entertainment, and time away from the kids to enjoy the company of friends and the opportunity to make 
new friends.  Tickets will go on sale soon during Sunday Fellowship.  Check the Weekly Bulletin for updates. 
 If you should have any questions regarding Greek Folk Dance, please do not hesitate to contact any 
Dance Board member.  

Tina Liaos and the Greek Folk Dance Board 

Outreach Fair 
 
 Come and check out 
the many wonderful Ministries 
and Hellenic Organizations 
our Church has to offer on 
Sunday, October 3 during 
Fellowship in Panos Hall.  
These groups are a terrific way 
to become more involved in 
the community, as they offer 
opportunities to meet people, 
and learn about our beautiful 
faith and culture.    
 Representatives from 
all the Ministries and Hellenic 
Organizations are invited to 
set up a small display and visit 
with people about what they 
are doing.   Please contact 
Jenn Orlando so we can have a 
table available for you at 
familyorlando@yahoo.com. 

mailto:orthodoxconnectionlv@gmail.com
mailto:familyorlando@yahoo.com
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Stewardship Report:  òCome and See!ó 
 

Pledge Range   Number of Families   $ & % of Gifts Pledged 
$1-$999    310    $ 105,180 - 35% 
$1,000-$2,499     89    $ 112,626 - 38% 
$2,500-$4,999      14    $ 45,280 - 13% 
$5,000-$9,999      6    $ 33,720 - 11% 
$10,000-$14,999     1    $ 10,000 - 3% 
 

                 2009  2010  Difference   
Stewards Pledged                 463   420        - 43  
Gifts Pledged              $321,846  $306,806   - $15,040 
Gifts Received             $215,758  $218,291   + $2,533 
Average Pledge             $695.13  $730.49   +$35.36 
 

Fall into Stewardship 
 

 As youth return to schools and summer vacations end, the season of fall arrives and our normal 
routines resume.  We all recognize that over the hot summer months our routine changes and we tend to 
spend more time relaxing, vacationing and doing things we ordinarily do not engage in during the balance of 
the year.   

Some of us even miss a Liturgy or two as we travel or enjoy the normal summer activities.  However, 
the needs of our soul and the Church continue regardless of whether or not we are attending ð that is, our 
response through Stewardship must be ongoing.   

As we start the autumn season let us remember the needs of our souls, our Church facilities and our 
Orthodox community at large.  Attending Liturgy, participating and volunteering in the Annual Greek Food 
Festival as well as generous and responsible giving support the essential and practical aspects of our Church 
community.    

With our routines returning to ònormal,ó let us make sure that we are also attending to all that is truly 
important and lasting.  Gary Waters, 2010 Stewardship Committee 

2010 Stewardship Status (August 16, 2010):    
Stewardship Families Pledged  420    
Stewardship Gifts Received                  $218,291 
Average Stewardship Pledge  $730.49 

Stewardship Target ð 2010  $350,000 
Stewardship Gifts Pledged  $306,806 
Current Stewardship Deficit  $43,194 
Percentage of Goal Achieved  88% 

 

Please join us for our first 
 

Wine Experience 
Saturday, October 16, 2010 

7:00 ð 10:00 pm ~ Panos Hall 
 

$50 in advance or $65 at the door ~ All guests must be 21 or older with ID 
 

Featuring over 40 different wines from all over the world, a raffle, light fare,  
entertainment and more!  Please bring your wine-loving family, friends and neighbors! 

 

For more information contact Kouli or Para Pouridis at (702) 304-1726,  
Tammy Chomakos at (702) 338-4671 or Effie Lekar at (702) 768-5500 

Proceeds benefit Folk Dance Groups of St. John the Baptist 
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The Way of the Lord  
 

òTherefore do not be anxious, saying, ôWhat shall we eat?õ  
or ôWhat shall we drink?õ or ôWhat shall we wear?õ   

For the Gentiles seek all these things;  
and your heavenly Father knows that you need them all.   

But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness,  
and all these things shall be yours as well. 

Therefore do not be anxious about tomorrow,  
for tomorrow will be anxious for itself.   

Let the dayõs own trouble be sufficient for the day.ó 
~Matthew 6:31-34 

 
2010 GREEK FOOD FESTIVAL 

Friday, September 24  3:00 - 11:00 pm 
Saturday, September 25  3:00 - 11:00 pm 

Sunday, September 26  12:00 noon - 10:00 pm 

The Desert Messenger  


