
The Desert  Messenger 
“Behold, I send My messenger before Your Face, who shall prepare Your way...” (Matthew 11:10)  

Beloved in Christ: 
 Just what we need . . . another fast!   
 As we enter into the summer season, the Orthodox Christian Church has yet another 
prescribed period of fasting, and this one is dedicated particularly in honor of the Holy Apostles 
of our Lord Jesus Christ.  There are a total of four fasting periods each Ecclesiastical Year (from 

September through August):  The Christmas Fast, Lent, the Apostles Fast and the Dormition Fast.  Unlike 
the other ascetic periods, the Apostles Fast is variable in its duration, as its starting date is determined by 
the movable Paschal calendar and its ending date coincides with a fixed festal date ð specifically, this Fast 
begins the Monday after the Sunday of All Saints (which falls one week after Pentecost and completes the 
Paschal cycle) and concludes (according to the New, or Gregorian Calendar) on June 28, the day before the 
related Feasts of Saints Peter and Paul on June 29 and the Synaxis of the Twelve Holy Apostles on June 30. 

Each fast admittedly presents a physical challenge as well as a conflict with our everyday lives, but 
the Apostles Fast, which starts May 31 this year, is easily the period of abstinence most disregarded by 
Orthodox Christians.  And it is seemingly justifiable because, after all, unlike Lent, weddings and 
celebrations are permitted in the Church during this period and there are no obvious changes in or additions 
to the liturgical services.  So why does the Church even bother prescribing a fast during the early summer 
season, when most of its membership is likely to attend various celebrations, participate in more sporting 
events, or go on holidays?  The answer is simple:  As with all fasting seasons, observance in the fullest sense 
ð through abstinence, prayer, repentance and almsgiving ð is for our spiritual growth.   

Why the Orthodox Church designates a Fast honoring the Holy Apostles is clear:  Apart from the 
veneration offered to the Holy Theotokos, the faithful from the earliest years of the Church were united in 
recognizing the special status and authority due to the Holy Twelve that were chosen by our Lord to grow 
His Church immediately following the Descent of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost Sunday ð and in designating 
a Feast in their honor, a preparatory Fast was established simultaneously to precede its commemoration, as 
is customary in the Orthodox Tradition.  While Christ was with the Twelve, He not only fasted, but also 
foretold that they ð and subsequently all His followers ð would engage in fasting after His Resurrection and 
Ascension:  òCan the wedding guests mourn as long as the Bridegroom is with them?  The days will 
come, when the Bridegroom is taken away from them, and then they will fast.ó (Matthew 9:15) 

Imitating the humble example of the Son of God and obeying His Commission, the Holy Apostles 
prayed and fasted as they preached the ògood newsó of the Risen Lord, performed signs and healings for His 
glory, baptized believers against all odds, endured persecutions, sufferings and even tortures, and by Godõs 
grace found the strength and courage to establish His Church at the farthest reaches of the earth.  The word 
ŬˊɞůŰɞɚɞɘ signifies those sent to carry out an order, and the Apostles, having been eyewitnesses of all that 
He taught and did, indeed lived as holy missionaries and committed all their days from Pentecost on to 
spreading the message of redemption in Christ and participation in the New Life made possible for the 
entire world by His Resurrection.   

Let us, then, with gratitude to God for His Holy Apostles and those who like them endured 
countless trials for the growth of the Body of Christ, follow their lead by adhering to this and all seasons of 
fasting, for our purification and also for our effective participation in the holy mission of the Orthodox 
Church.  

With love in Christ, 
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WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
Sundays:  8:45 am Orthros ~ 10:00 am Divine Liturgy  

Church School follows Holy Communion (through June 6)  

Apostles Fast: May 31ð June 28 
 
Sunday, June 6/2nd Sunday of Matthew/ 
Holy Fathers of the 2nd Ecumenical Synod 
Orthros:  Tone One   
Resurrection Gospel (Orthros):  Mark 16:1-8  
Epistle:  Titus 3:8-15 
Gospel:  Matthew 5:14-19   
 
Sunday, June 13/3rd Sunday of Matthew 
Orthros:  Tone Two   
Resurrection Gospel (Orthros):  Mark 16:9-20  
Epistle:  Romans 5:1-10   
Gospel:  Matthew 6:22-33 
 
Sunday, June 20/4th Sunday of Matthew 
Orthros:  Tone Three 
Resurrection Gospel (Orthros):  Luke 24:1-12  
Epistle:  Romans 6:18-23   
Gospel:  Matthew 8:5-13 
Happy Fathers Day  
 
òFor I became your father in Christ Jesus 

through the gospel.ó (1 Corinthians 4:15) 

Wednesday, June 23 
5:00 pm  Orthros ~ 6:00 pm  Divine Liturgy  
(Nativity of St. John the Baptist)  
Epistle:  Romans 13:11-14; 14:1-4  
Gospel:  Luke 1:1-25, 57-68, 76-80  
 
Thursday, June 24 /Nativity of St. John the Baptist 
(Liturgy Celebrated on Wednesday)  
 
Sunday, June 27/5th Sunday of Matthew  
Orthros:  Tone Four   
Resurrection Gospel (Orthros):  Luke 24:13-35   
Epistle:  Romans 10:1-10   
Gospel:  Matthew 8:28-34; 9:1 
 
Tuesday, June 29/Holy Apostles Peter and Paul  
9:00 am  Orthros ~ 10:00 am  Divine Liturgy 
Epistle:  2 Corinthians 11:21-33; 12:1-9   
Gospel:  Matthew 16:13-19 
 
Wednesday, June 30/Synaxis of the Holy Apostles 
9:00 am  Orthros ~ 10:00 am  Divine Liturgy 
Epistle:  1 Corinthians 4:9-16  
Gospel:  Matthew 9:36; 10:1-8 

 

St. John the Baptist Youth Choir ~ Mothers Day 2010.  Photo by Stephen Carabas. 
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SUNDAY SCHEDULE 
 

June 6 
Ushers:  Demetrios Philippou, Pete Kypreos, Angela Coutris, George Bochanis, Darrick Cole and  

Gary Waters  
Fellowship:  The Demoleas Family in Memory of Bob Demoleas  

 
June 13  

Ushers: Marina Adamy, Spiros Filios, William Carrico, George Kakavulias and Alex Sparkuhl  
Fellowship:  Orthodox Family Fellowship  

 
June 20 

Ushers: Darrick Cole, Angela Coutris, Pete Kypreos, George Bochanis, Gary Waters and Demetrios Philippou   
Memorial: Emmanuel Karakiklas (40 days).  

Fellowship:  Pan-Arcadians  
 

June 27  
Ushers:  William Carrico, George Kakavulias, Alex Sparkuhl, Spiros Filios and Marina Adamy    

Fellowship:  Eleni Kakavulias and Family  

 I want to congratulate all the students who are graduating from High School and 
College, as well as our Church School children.  Well done!   
 If you havenõt already noticed, we have a new Catering and Facilities Manager ð 
Sheryl Lujan.   Please stop by and welcome her to the community.  She is doing a great job 

and is ready to assist our parish with any events you might want to consider holding in Panos Hall.   If you see 
something on Church Grounds that needs to be repaired or replaced please let her or a Parish Council member 
know.   You can reach Sheryl at (702) 889-6376 or sheryl@panoshall.com.  
 Now that summer is upon us, I want to wish everyone a happy and healthy summer; if you will be 
traveling, please be safe.   
 Peter Kypreos, Parish Council President    

Presidentõs 
Column 

Financial Status for Month of April 2010 
 
 
 

   Beginning Balance       Internal Bank Transfers  Balances 
Bank Accounts  as of 3.31. 10 Income  Expenses Transfers In Transfers Out as of 4.30.10  
General Operating  $13,070.55 $59,497.56 $57,954.36      $14,613.75 

Building/Maintenance $28,316.21 $754.73  $1,130.00      $27,940.94 
Community/Education Ctr $9,032.37  $14,671.25 $11,997.34     $11,706.28 
Construction (Loan Paymts) $25,220.74    $6,924.63      $18,296.11 
Food Festival  $46,094.84   $56.54       $46,038.30 
Icon Money Market $35,779.41 $5,407.03  $37.00     $40,000.00* $1,149.44 
Library Checking  $24,981.16 $3.08   $9,096.24      $15,888.00 
On-Line Donations  $1,000.00  $0.09        $1,000.09 
 
Construction Loan  $679,118.51             $678,744.48 
Revolving Line of Credit $0.00          $0.00  
Term Loan (5 year loan)  $75,837.61     $40,000.00   $33,266.87 
*Principal payment of $40,000 from Icon Money Market, per 4.25.2010 Parish Assembly Meeting  

 

Please Join Us for Church School Commencement 
Sunday, June 6, 2010, following Divine Liturgy, in Panos Hall ~ 

Honoring All Church School Students, High School Graduates and  
Kokkos Scholarship Recipients 

mailto:sheryl@panoshall.com
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Hello, Ladies! 
 As our year comes to an end, I would like to 
thank all of you for your hard work and dedication to 
helping those less fortunate than yourselves.   In spite of 

the poor economic times we find ourselves in, Philoptochos was able to not 
only meet our National and Metropolis obligations but we also made a 
significant impact locally.  
  I wish you all a safe and happy summer.  See you in September.  

Yours in Christ, April Karalis and the Philoptochos Board 

ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST 

GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH 
 

5300 S. El Camino Rd. 

Las Vegas, NV 89118 
 

Rev. Father John Hondros 
 

Karen Rawlinson 

Administrative Assistant 
 

Maria Kakavulias 

 Business Administrator 
 

Sheryl Lujan  

Facilities and Catering Manager 
 

Office Hours 
Monday - Friday   

9:00 am - 5:00 pm 
 

Telephone: (702) 221-8245 

FAX: (702) 221-9167 

E-mail: 

frjohn@vegasgreekorthodox.com 

Website: vegasgreekorthodox.com 
 

Parish Council: Peter Kypreos 
 

Philoptochos:  April Karalis 
 

Choir: Faye Brown 
 

Chanters/Youth Choir: 

Presvytera Maria Hondros 
 

Church School:  

Eileen Koutsulis 
 

Altar Servers: 

Sam Koutsulis  
 

Stewardship Committee: 

Angela Coutris  
 

Hellenic Historical Society: 

Nitsa Filios 
 

Senior GOYA: 

Effie Lekar and Eileen Koutsulis 
 

Junior GOYA: 

Tami Stefanatos 

Tammy Chomakos 
 

HOPE and JOY: 

Jennifer Orlando  

Sharon Katsaros  
 

Orthodox Family Fellowship: 

Michael and Tami Stefanatos 
 

Youth Ministries:  

Eileen Koutsulis 
 

Orthodox Connection Las Vegas:  

Adam Bieker  
 

Forerunners:   

Ruth Plentzas 
 

Greek Folk Dance:   

Tina Liaos, Chair 

Bessie Stavropoulos, Director 
 

Orthodox Bookstore:  

Costa Frangakis 
 

Greek Language Classes: 

Thymios Carabas 

Philoptochos 
News 

 
 

Our Community Registry  
 

Baptized into Christ:  Na Mas Zisoun!  
 

Arianna Faith, daughter of Albert and Trudi Flangas on April 24, 2010.  
Godparent:  Thomas John Soumbeniotis.  

 
Isabelle Hope, daughter of Albert and Trudi Flangas on April 24, 2010.  

Godparent:  Dragan Don Berkovich.  
 

Mark (Ara) Gueyikian (Adult Baptism) on May 8, 2010.  
Sponsor: Mesrop Khachikyan.  

 
Anjali, daughter of Nitin and Natalia Mohite on May 8, 2010.  

Godparent:  Lubomira Spassova.  
 

Ayush Atanas, son of Nitin and Natalia Mohite on May 8, 2010.  
Godparent: Lubomira Spassova.  

 
Marriage:  Na Zisete!  

 
Aristotelis Eliades and Caroline Adamy on May 9, 2010.  

Sponsor:  Efstathios Tzelalis.  
 

Fallen Asleep in the Lord:  Eternal Memory 
 

Michael Mestousis on April 6, 2010.  Funeral on May 19. 
 

Alefech Haile Michael on May 6, 2010.  Funeral on May 18.   

Holy Land Pilgrimage 
 
 His Grace Bishop Ilia Katre would like 

to invite all who are interested to join him in 

a pilgrimage to the Holy Land and Mount 

Sinai.  The pilgrimage is from September 29 to 
October 10, 2010, with an optional extension 

to Greece from October 11 to 18.  Please stop by the Church Office to 

pick up a copy of the brochure.   

 

òKeep justice, and do righteousness, for soon My salvation will 

come, and My deliverance will be revealed.ó (Isaiah 56:1) 
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Notes from the Loft 
 
 Vicki Xikis and I are looking forward to attending the Church Music Federation 
Conference on June 17-20 at St. Demetrios Greek Orthodox Church in Tucson, Arizona.  This 

yearõs conference participants will have the unique opportunity to be featured on a professional recording of 
music by some of our most esteemed composers, namely, Theodore Bogdanos, Steve Cardiasmenos, Frank 
Desby and Tikey Zes.  I will have more details upon our return as to the availability of the recording.   

Faye Brown, Choir Director 
 

St. John the Baptist Choir ~ May 2010.  Photo by Stephen Carabas. 

Forerunners ~ The Seniors of St. John the Baptist 
 
 The Forerunners held their season windup luncheon on May 18; everyone enjoyed the day and we now 
look forward to summer.   

The Nevada Partnership for Homeless Youth that Forerunners have been assisting with monthly food 
donations and our Shoebox Project has opened a new Drop-in Center on Shirley Avenue, right across from 
Liberace's house.  This facility will offer a warm and homey place where these young people can find respite 
and counseling as well as food snacks, a shower and laundry facilities.  Our contributions have made a 
significant impact on some of these unfortunate children.  If you are in the area, drop in and take a tour; 
Director Jeremy Hynd will be happy to see you.   

Thanks to everyone who helped make our year as pleasant as it was.  We had some sad times with the 
passing of some of our members, but always happy times, too.  No doubt many of us will be helping as we 
prepare for the Greek Food Festival over the summer. 

Thank God for our blessings.  Ruth Plentzas 
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Congratulations, Graduates! 
 
 
 

Demetrios Alex 
 
 Demetrios Alex is graduating from Bishop Gorman Catholic High 
School.  Demetrios is receiving an Honors Diploma and has been accepted to 
UNLV where he will major in Journalism and Media and minor in Theater 
Arts.  Demetrios is the son of Jim and Renee Alex.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Laura Kirani 
 
 Laura Kirani is graduating from Advanced Technologies Academy in 
Graphics Design.   She has been accepted to the International Academy of 
Design and Technology where she will study Fashion Design.  Laura is the 
daughter of Mia and John Paton.  
 
 
 
 

 

William Liaos 
 
 William Liaos, son of Jim and Tina Liaos, graduates from Desert Oasis 
High School with a 3.2 GPA.  He received a Varsity letter in soccer and played 
both JV soccer and baseball while attending Sierra Vista High 
School.   William has enjoyed his involvement in Broadcast Journalism and co-
hosted a segment for the Desert Oasis television news show the past two 
years.   William  is a member of the St. John the Baptist Youth Choir, 
Stavroforoi Greek Dance group, and is currently serving his second year as 
GOYA President.  William plans to attend University of Nevada at Reno in 
the fall majoring in Geological Engineering.  
 

 
Vasilis (Billy) Pavlou 
 
 Vasilis (Billy) Pavlou is graduating from Spring Valley High School.  This past school year Vasilis 
competed in several Art competitions and received 2nd place twice.  He plans to attend CSN in the fall where 
he will major in Art and Auto CAD.  Ever since he was a young child Vasilis has helped support the 
community by volunteering at the Annual Greek Food Festival.  He is the son of Rula Henneforth.  
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Class of 2010!  
 

 
 
 
Panayiota (Penny) Philippou 
 
 Panayiota (Penny) Philippou graduates from Shadow Ridge High 
School on June 9, 2010.  She will graduate with an Advanced Diploma and with 
High Honors.  She plans to attend CSN in the fall.   Panayiota is daughter of 
Demetrios and Luanne Philippou.  
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Lauren Moore 
 
 Lauren Moore is graduating from Nevada 
State High School.  Lauren has been taking college 
classes for the past two years which count toward her 
high school diploma as well as an associate's degree.  
She will be attending UNLV in the fall and will study 
architecture.  Lauren is the daughter of Randy Moore 
and Marteen Moore. 

 
 

 
 
 
Lindsay Hernquist 
 
 Lindsay Hernquist graduates from Arizona 
State University's W.P. Carey School of Business with 
a Bachelor of Science degree in Marketing, a minor in 
Tourism Development and Management, a Certificate 
in International Business, and a Certificate in 
Convention Sales and Meeting Planning.  Lindsay is 
the daughter of +James and Angela Hernquist.  
 
 
 

òWalk as children of light.ó (Ephesians 5:8) 
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Graduates 2010! 
 

 
Christopher John Hondros 
 
 Christopher graduated May 15 from Boise State University with a 
Bachelors of Science degree in Chemistry with a Biochemistry Emphasis.  
He has been on the Deanõs List with Honors for three semesters and was 
an active member in the Boise State Honors Student Association, receiving 
Member of the Year in 2009.   Christopher played in the Boise State 
Symphonic Winds, the premier university ensemble, for three years and 
was an active member in Chemistry Club as well.   His last two and one-
half years, he worked in research under a collaborative effort between Dr. 
Jeffrey Peloquin+ and Dr. Julia Oxford on the òInvestigation of Putative 
Metal Binding by Npp-Domain of Collagen XI.ó  With this research he has 
presented at numerous conferences, climaxing by presenting at the 
American Chemical Society National Spring Meeting in San Francisco this 

past March.  He also received the Merck/AAAS research grant for his project in 2009.  Christopher worked as 
a lab instructor for the lower level labs.  At Ss. Constantine and Helen in Boise, where he has attended 
Church, he has been involved as an altar server, religious education instructor, chanter and co-dance director.   
He will be attending the University of California, Riverside this fall where he will be working toward a PhD 
in Chemistry, specifically aiming his research toward Computational and Biological Chemistry.  Christopher 
is the son of Father John and Presvytera Maria.  Christopher would like to personally thank the committees of 
the Fofo Kokkos and the AHEPA Chapter 314 scholarships for their support and commitment to him. 
 

 
Adrianna Christine Kourafas 
 
 Adrianna Christine Kourafas graduated with a Bachelors degree in Neuroscience from the University 
of Southern California on May 14, 2010.  During her time at USC, she earned many distinctions in both 
academics and extra-curricular activities.   She served as an ambassador for the 
University as a USC Song Girl and also as a member of the Trojan Dance Force 
and The USC Repertory Company together with Deanõs Lists honors several 
semesters.  As a USC Song Girl, she made appearances on many TV programs 
including, The America Idol Finale, The Tonight Show with Jay Leno, High 
School Musical Premier and even a reality show!  Adrianna traveled with the 
team to many games and appeared weekly on ESPN College Game Day.   She 
also interned with MTV in Santa Monica where she wrote and published her 
own film review blog.    
 Adrianna loved her time at USC and doesnõt want to leave so she is 
staying longer and pursuing a second degree in Business Law.   Adrianna 
wishes to thank the Fofo Kokkos Scholarship and especially the Las Vegas 
AHEPA chapter for assistance with scholarships and their support.   Adrianna 
is the daughter of Chris and Trish Kourafas. 
 

 
òThe fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge.ó (Proverbs 1:7) 
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Youth Ministries  
 

Church School 
 

 Hi Everyone!  Where has the year gone?  A special thanks for all of the teachers who do such a great 
job every year.  We are so blessed to have them.    

Church School Commencement will be on Sunday, June 6, after Liturgy.  Following commencement, 
we will have our end-of-the-school-year party on the Church grounds.  We will be grilling hot dogs and 
burgers; all students and their families are invited to attend for food and fun.    

Have a great summer everyone!  We canõt wait until next year! 
Eileen Koutsulis, Church School Director (702) 521-6516 or vivaleenie@cox.net  
 

Youth Choir News  
 

 The Youth Choir was absolutely beautiful on Mothers Day!   Bishop Ilia spoke about 
your chanting, especially the Doxology, and how wonderful you lift your voices praising 
God.   His exact words to me later were, òThe Youth Choir was stupendous!ó  Thank you for 
being early . . . it pays off! 
 We will chant the Divine Liturgy on Sunday, June 13.   Again, please be early:  9:45 am would be 
great!  Also, no black-and-whites; wear your Sunday best.  Thanks! 

Love, Presvytera Maria 
 

HOPE and JOY  
 
 Thanks to everyone who came out to the Bird Viewing Preserve; we had a great time.  Itõs amazing 
how many species of birds there are.    

Now itõs time to kick off summer with a day at the park.  We will meet on Thursday, June 10, 10:00 
am at the All American Park on the corner of Buffalo and Oakey.  It has a large playground with a water 
feature for the kids and nice shaded picnic areas.  So pack your swimsuits, sunscreen and lunch, and we look 
forward to seeing you there.  Any questions call Sharon at (702) 292-0850. 
 Your HOPE & JOY Advisors, Sharon Katsaros and Jenn Orlando 
 

GOYA 
 

Hello GOYAns!  We have volleyball practice each Monday from 5:30 to 7:00 pm in Panos Hall ð so 
come and join us.   We will be attending the Volleyball Tournament on Saturday, June 26 at St. Anthony 
Church in Pasadena.   We will leave Friday, June 25 and return Sunday, June 27.   

All participants will need to pay for hotel, food and any incidentals.  The registration deadline is June 
18.   Please come to practice even if you're not yet sure if you can attend.  Caroline Lekar will keep you posted 
on any future details via text.   

As the school year comes to a close, we wish everyone a happy and safe summer.  May Christ and 
Panagia be with you all! 

Love in Christ, Effie Lekar (702) 768-5500 & Eileen Kousulis (702) 521-6516 (Senior Advisors)
 Tammy Chomakos (702) 338-4671 & Tami Stefanatos (702) 491-2713 (Junior Advisors) 

 
òWhatever you may be seeking, seek it with all your strength, but do not expect your own 

search and efforts to bear fruit of themselves.  Put your trust in the Lord, ascribing 

nothing to yourself, and He will give you your heartõs desire.ó  ~St. Theophan the Recluse 

mailto:vivaleenie@cox.net
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Greek Folk Dance  
 
 Registration:  Greek Dance Registration for the 2010/2011 year is about to close.  If you have a child 
who is at least four years and older who would like to join this fantastic ministry, please be sure to get your 
registration in as soon as possible.  Remember to register by June 6 to save $50 per dancer.   Any registration 
received after June 6 will be at the $100 rate.  The last day to register is June 30.  We will not accept any late 
registrations this year. 
 Also, if you have any outstanding money for the Seeõs Candy Sale, you must have it all turned in by 
June 30, or your registration will not be complete and will not be accepted.   
 Family Movie Night:  Mark your calendars now for an outdoor Movie Night for the entire community 
on Saturday, June 19 at 7:00 pm in the courtyard.  Bring a blanket or a beach chair and enjoy a family movie 
with your family and friends.  Admission is free.  We will have refreshments for sale. 
 Our dancers have been quite busy entertaining the Las Vegas community.  Our Hrisi Thisavri dancers 
performed at an International Fair at Estes McDoniel Elementary School in Henderson in April and at Eileen 
OõConnell Elementary School in May.  In addition, both Hrisi Thisavri and Stavroforoi performed with an 
Armenian Dance Troupe at the Judy Bailey Theater at UNLV.   We are very proud of our dancers who are 
doing their best to promote their culture and represent our parish. 
 Thank You, George Bochanis:  We want to extend our gratitude to George Bochanis for hosting our 
annual swim party at his home once again.  Everyone had such a great time.  Thank you, George, for being 
such a gracious host and supporter of this ministry. 

Tina Liaos and the Greek Folk Dance Board 

 

Congratulations on Your Success! 
 
Sophia Laird 
 
 Sophia Laird, granddaughter of Sam and Effie Koutsulis, is 
graduating with honors this month from Cherry Creek High 
School in Denver.  While in High School, Sophia received various 
awards and was very active in Model United Nations.  She has 
been accepted into an honors international relations program at 
the University of Edinburgh, Scotland where she will study for 
the next four years.  Sophia has enjoyed being part of the Cretan 
Dance Group and helping our Greek Festival.  Her family looks 
forward to her four years abroad and to the many visits they will 
make there.  
 

Zoe Laird 
 
 Zoe Laird, granddaughter of Sam and Effie Koutsulis, will be attending the University of Denver Law 
School this fall.  She graduated from New York University in 2007 with majors in History and Hellenic 
Studies.  Since graduating, Zoe has been working with her mom in real estate; she is very excited to be going 
back to school to start her legal studies.    

 

òThe fool says in his heart, ôThere is no God.õó (Psalm 53:1) 
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Orthodox Connection Las Vegas 
 

 Greetings from the OCLV! 
 I pray that our outing at Sunset Park in May was 
enjoyable for all our members.  I apologize to those members 
who did not receive emails about our May event in a timely 
manner.  This issue has been resolved and all members on our 
email list should start receiving regular updates.   

As I requested last month, please let me know if you are 
not receiving emails or if you know someone who would be 
interested in joining OCLV.  This is our group and in an effort to 
make it enjoyable for all, I would like to hear from you on ideas 
for upcoming events and for a service project that our group can 
adopt.   

Keep an eye on our Weekly Bulletins and your email account 
for our next event, which will be held Saturday, June 26.  

In Christ, Adam Bieker  
(702) 321-7611   orthodoxconnectionlv@gmail.com 

Orthodox Bookstore 
 
 Hello from the Bookstore!  This month, we are 
highlighting a book called The Philokalia, which is a collection of 
sayings and writings of the ascetical Fathers of the Church 
dealing with the Jesus Prayer, watchfulness and, in general, how 
to live a holy and Spirit-filled life that will lead to higher forms of 
mystical prayer and communion with God through prayer. The 
collection from various Fathers is divided into four volumes. 
 Excerpts from Volume 1: 

 òOnly God is good by nature, but with Godõs 
help man can become good through careful attention to 
his way of life. He transforms himself into what he is not 
when his soul, by devoting its attention to true delight, 
unites itself to God, in so far as its energized power 
desires this. For it is written: òBe good and merciful as is 
your Father in heaven.ó   
 ~St. Diadochos of Photiki 
 òIt is most necessary and helpful for the soul to 
endure with fortitude every tribulation, whether 

inflicted by men or by demons. We should recognize that our sufferings are no 
more than we deserve, and we should never blame anyone but ourselves. For 
whoever blames others for his own tribulations has lost the power of judging 
correctly what is to his own advantage.ó   
 ~St. John of Karpathos 
 òIf you pray truly, you will gain great assurance; angels will come to 
you as they came to Daniel, and they will illuminate you with knowledge of 
the inner essences of created things.ó   
 ~Evagrios the Solitary 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Adult Study:  
ôThe Way of a Pilgrimõ 

 

We will complete this spiritual 
classic in June 

 

Join us on Wednesdays 
at 7:00 pm in Kokkos Hall  

 

Fr. John Hondros, Instructor 
 

Open to All 

 

Greek Food Festival  
Baking Schedule  

 
Save the Dates: 

 
July 22-24 ð Dolmades  
July 29-31 ð Pasticio  

August 7, 8:00 am ð Kataifi  
August 28, 8:00 am  ð Bougatsa  

September 4, 8:00 am  ð 
Kourambiethes 

September 11, 8:00 am  ð 
Koulourakia /Melomakarona  

September 18, 8:00 am  ð Diples  

mailto:orthodoxconnectionlv@gmail.com
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Stewardship Report:  òCome and See!ó 
 

Pledge Range   Number of Families   $ & % of Gifts Pledged 
$1-$999    262    $ 92,898 - 33% 
$1,000-$2,499     85    $ 108,026 - 38% 
$2,500-$4,999      11    $ 36,280 - 13% 
$5,000-$9,999      6    $ 33,720 - 12% 
$10,000-$14,999     1    $ 10,000 - 4% 
 

                 2009  2010  Difference   
Stewards Pledged                 408   367        - 41  
Gifts Pledged              $292,990  $280,924   - $12,066 
Gifts Received             $124,807  $142,004   + $17,197 
Average Pledge             $718  $769    +$51 
 

Is Summer a Vacation from Stewardship? 
 
Godõs blessings are year-round! 
This is the time of year that thoughts turn to vacation, relaxation and time off.  We all need time off 

from the often hectic lives we lead and the demands of the mundane, routine and occasionally tragic.   The 
change in seasons provides us with ideas of change, including changing our daily routines and activities in 
order to enjoy the summer season.  However, does this mean that we take a vacation from Church, from 
stewardship or from God?  Most of us would say no, but what do we actually do with our time, talents and 
treasures during summer? 

During this time of relaxation and fun, it is important to recognize our continued need to honor God 
and our faith through participation in Liturgy, association with others in our community, and honoring our 
stewardship commitments.   Living in our faith, daily and through the Liturgical milestones on the calendar, 
is a personal and individualized vacation and one we can have at any time we participate in the blessings of 
Orthodoxy.   What better vacation can there be? 

It is important to remember that stewardship is not paying dues to God, but honoring God with a 
portion of the blessings He provides.   Stewardship is not about calculations or portions or percentages.  It 
canõt be reduced to a number of hours of service or dollars offered.  Stewardship is a way of life.  It is a 
blessing and benefit of being and Orthodox Christian.  We can take refuge in òvacationingó in the blessings of 
God . . . through stewardship. 

As Orthodox Christians, we are called to a new way of seeing things ð a new way of life. Our 
stewardship is obedience to the greatest commandment to òlove the Lord with all your heart, soul, mind and 
strength.ó We are called to bring others to commit their lives to Jesus Christ in such a way that leads to the 
joy of knowing Him personally and profoundly.  Through stewardship we become more connected to the 
purposes and plan of Godõs intent for all of us ð which always contributes to our success and blessings that 
never fail and are abundant in our Orthodox faith.  

Gary Waters, 2010 Stewardship Committee 
 
òAs in God, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit are undivided, so also in prayer  

and in our daily life the thought, the word and the deed ought to be undivided.ó 

~St. John of Kronstadt 

2010 Stewardship Status (May 15, 2010):    
Stewardship Families Pledged  367    
Stewardship Gifts Received                  $142,004 
Average Stewardship Pledge  $769 

Stewardship Target ð 2010  $350,000 
Stewardship Gifts Pledged  $280,924 
Current Stewardship Deficit  $69,076 
Percentage of Goal Achieved  80% 
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Abernathy, Gordon and Akaterine  
Adamy, Marina 
Agnos, Dimitrios and Angeline 
Alcala, Philip and Georgia  
Alex, Jim and Renee 
Anastasakis, Mark and Elaine 
Anastasiou, Andrew and Kathleen 
Andrews, Catherine 
Anthony, Stavros and Bernadette 
Apostolopoulos, Chris and Katia 
Arcamuzi, Georgia 
Aristides, George and Diana 
Asim, Demetrious 
Athan, Sofia 
Attard, Constantine and Sofia 
Bacon, Ken and Dianne 
Bagatelos, Michael 
Balason, Anna 
Balason, Voula 
Baldwin, Richard and Vivi 
Balodimas, James 
Bartzos, Sam and Eugenia 
Bauck, Jeremy and Amy 
Berendji, Jim & Vivian 
Berta, Irene  
Bicos, Andriana 
Bieker, Adam 
Bieker-Grissom, Georgeea 
Bingham, Robert and Melissa 
Bochanis, George 
Borzekas, Stephen 
Bosnos, Kostas and Mary 
Bratta, Georgene 
Britten, Ronald and Carol 
Brown, Faye 
Bucy, Brent and Elaine 
Campbell, Samantha 
Capadalis, Tim and Marling 
Captain, Nicholas and Maria 
Carabas, Stephen and Linda 
Carabas, Thymios and Sotiroulla 
Caredis, Jon and Marjorie 
Carrico, William and Alexandra 
Carson, Michelle 
Carter, Maria 
Castillo, Matthew 
Cero, Dean 
Chachas, Bessie 
Chachas, James 
Chandrinos, Alexia 
Chanos, George 
Chomakos, Dean and Tammy 
Chomakos, George and Nikki 
Chomakos, Jeremy and Romina 
Christopoulos, Ann 
Chumas, Russell and Stella 
Christou, Andreas and Toni  
Ciulla, Anthony and Kleri  
Clark, Edward and Evelyn  
Cole, Darrick and Carla 
Collins, David 
Collins, Dean 
Collins, James and Barbara 
Cominos, Ted  
Constantine, Bill 

Constantinou, Magdeline 
Coroneos, Marika 
Costacos, John  
Costuros, George and Marsha 
Cotsilis, Jenny 
Coutris, Angela 
Dalacas, Anthony & Eugenia 
Dalacas, Dimitri and Athanasia 
Dalacas, Nick and Georgia 
Danik, Mary 
Dawood, Evon 
DeCarlo, Frank and Nadine 
Delalis, Dina 
Delalis, Pete and Alysondra 
Demetriou, Demetrios and Bessie 
Demolas, Ilias and Jodi 
Demoleas, Spero & Grace 
Demoleas, Stephanie 
Demopoulos, Tommy and Vasiliki 
DeWindt, Dennis and Susan 
Diamantis, Filippos 
Diaz, Vanya 
Doering, Bruce and Lynn 
Dominguez, Eric and Amalia 
Doskas, Athanasios & Anastasia 
Dougan, Linda 
Dounis, Dina 
Dounis, Georgia 
Dounis, Kiki 
Drewnowski, Carl 
Economon, Andrew and Stacy 
Edmunds, Paul and Barbara 
Eliades, Aristotelis 
Eliades, Artemis 
Eliades, Harry and Agapi 
Eliades, Katerina 
Eliakis, John and Atsuka 
Eliakis, Peter and Glenda 
Eliakis, Varthie and Lee Ann 
Eliopulos, Goldie 
English, Marika 
Esqueda, Victor 
Exarhos, Nick and Sharon 
Eyler, Fr. Paul and Pres. Ilean 
Eyler, John and Elizabeth 
Falcone, Frank and Nancy 
Farren, Maritsa and Anthony 
Filios, George and Nitsa 
Filios, Spiridon and Eleni 
Flangas, Albert and Trudi 
Flangas, Bill and Marilyn 
Flangas, Gary and Amanda 
Flangas, Gus and Tamara 
Flangas, Jason and Lindsay 
Flangas, Peter and Wanda 
Flessas, Andrew 
Foskaris, Thomas and Iryna 
Fotinos, Cleo 
Fotopoulos, John and Barbara 
Frangakis, Christos and Anastasia 
Frangakis, Costa 
Frangakis, John 
Frangopulu, Christina   
Frantzen, Robert 
Franzi, Jack 

Fronimos, Margaret Carras 
Fuson, Aglaia 
Gear, Darius  
George, Angela 
George, Pete and Georgia 
Georgiou, Byron and Thérèse 
Georgiou, Trula 
Georgis, John and Kaliopi 
Gialketsis, Babe and Terry 
Gialketsis, Barbara  
Gialketsis, Bill and Shelli 
Gialketsis, Julie 
Gialketsis, Steve 
Giouzelis, Anastasia 
Goddard, Elizabeth 
Goldman, Love 
Gordon, Victor and Demetria  
Gott, Thomas  
Grillas, Vasilios and Roula 
Gruber, Ernest and Zoe 
Hallis, Louis and Betty 
Hamilton, Mary 
Hamilton, Paul and Brandi 
Haritopoulos, Demetrios 
Harris, Melty and Angeline 
Harrison, Angie 
Hart, Russell and Dora 
Henneforth, Scott and Rula 
Hernquist, Angela  
Hondros, Catherine 
Hondros, Christina 
Hondros, Fr. John and Pres. Maria 
Hoover, Patrick and Pauline 
Howe, Kiparissia 
Kachikis, Paul and Ernestine 
Kachnik, Alison 
Kakavulias, Christina 
Kakavulias, George and Eleni 
Kakavulias, John 
Kakavulias, Maria 
Kalfas, Domna 
Kalkas, John and Rena  
Kanellis, Ann 
Kanoles, Constantine 
Kanoles, Helene 
Karacostas, Alice 
Karacostas-Conkin, Demetra 
Karalis, Gianni and April 
Karas, James 
Karas, John and Marcie 
Karas, Vasiliki 
Karvounidis, Nick and Alexandra  
Katsaros, Thomas and Sharon 
Katsikakis, Evangelos 
Kelesis, Paula 
Kelesis, Dina 
Kleanthis, George and Zanetta 
Knoblock, Jamie and Laurie 
Kokenes, Katherine 
Koliambas, Eleni 
Kolinas, Claire 
Konsolakis, George 
Kontos, Spero and Diana  
Kostopoulos, Georgia 
Kotonias, George and Patricia 

Kountanis, Dennis and Pat 
Kouris, Anastasios 
Kourlos, Georgia 
Koutsulis, John and Eileen 
Koutsulis, Sam and Effie 
Kover, Barbara 
Kratky, Frank and Constance 
Kypreos, Peter and Geri 
Kyprianou, Gilbert and Alexis 
Lakis, Antoinette 
Latelle, Penny 
Lawrence, Vicki 
Lazarakis, John and Panagiota 
Lekar, Michael and Effie 
Lemelson, Kathy and Carolyn  
Leone, Stephen 
Leonis, Nick and Sophia 
Leonis, Tishe 
Leventis, Nicholas and Christina 
Lewis, Foula 
Liaos, Jim and Tina  
Liaos, Steven and Francine 
Liaos, William and Irene 
Likourinou, Angie 
Likourinou, Steve and June 
Lymberopoulos, Mary 
Makris, Apostolos 
Malamatos, Kindina 
Malpee, Mack and Kalliope 
Mamasis, Dena 
Mamasis, Tessie 
Maniatakos, Ted and Maria  
Manolakos, Catherine 
Manos, Patrica 
Mansour, Muna 
Manteris, Arthur and Sue 
Maragos, Constance 
Margaretis, John and Lucila 
Markakis, Mike and Catherine 
Markham, Lily  
Marlas, Louis  
Matsis, John and Rebecca 
Mavrantonis, Stacy and Kiki 
Mavroidis, Demetrios and Debbie 
Mavros, Michael and Debbie 
McNear, Elizabeth 
McPherson, Robert and Marie  
Mezilson, Evangeline 
Mihopulos, John  
Miller, Mary 
Millet, Jennie 
Milonas, George  
Miner, George 
Mirich, Kyle  
Moffett, Todd and Eliopulos, Tina 
Monoyudis, Jim and Julie 
Morgan, Brian and Adrienne 
Murphy, Karen and Terry 
Myers, Stella 
Neocleous, Plato 
Newell, Eric and Devona 
Newell, Ronald and Maria 
Niarkos, Eugenia 
Nichlas, Arthur 
Nicholas, James and Myrna 

2010 Stewards and Contributors:  òCome and See! 
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2010 Stewards and Contributors:  òCome and See! 
Polimerou, Angeline 
Poulos, Christine 
Pouridis, Kouli and Para 
Prather, Moses 
Prokopis, Chris and Ritsa 
Prudõhomme, Edwin and Pennye 
Punsalan, Basil and Sophie 
Radosta, Athena 
Raptis, Fr. Dean and Pres. Evonne 
Rifakes, John and Carol 
Roberts, Christopher 
Rodis, Dimitri and Jennifer 
Rodis, Sophia 
Ross, John and Georgia 
Salon, Nick and Janelle 
Salvarlis, Thomas 
Santumo, Alfred and Tamarak 
Savas, Christina 
Savvas, Savva 
Scott, Ann 
Setian, Gary and Marie 
Shinas, Maria 
Sinyakova, Szvetlana  
Sirhan, Michael and Imtisal 
Skalkotos, Nikolas and Georgia 
Skandros, Georgia 
Skarlatos, Konstantinos  
Skarlatos, Stilianos 
Skerbetz, Frank and Sophia 
Skandros, Georgia 
Skarlatos, Konstantinos  

Skarlatos, Stilianos 
Skerbetz, Frank and Sophia 
Snow, Clifford and Christina 
Snowden, Robert and Niki 
Soper, Bobby and Maria 
Soursos, Helene 
Spanopoulos, Elias 
Sparangis, Spyro and Helen 
Sparkuhl, Alex and Antoinette 
Spotti, Peter and Alexandra  
Stamis, Angelo and Susan 
Stamis, George and Effie 
Stanford, Nennette 
Stavropoulos, Terry and Niki 
Stefanatos, Michael and Tami 
Stefanatos-Hetzel, Joanne 
Stephanos, Stanley and Aspasia 
Stika, Arthur and Melinda 
Stock, Helen 
Struzas, Maria 
Szalavari, Noemi  
Szukiewicz, Joe 
Szukiewicz, Joseph and Jennia 
Tafoya, Steven and Irene 
Tahiraj, Mirela 
Takas, Andrea 
Tasios, Pete Jr.  
Tasios, Ramona 
Taxiarchos, Andrew and  
Alexandra 
Taylor, Katherine 

Nicholas, John and Estella 
Nickolson, Chloe 
Nikitas, Rigas and Aphrodite 
Nikolopoulos, Nick and Demetra 
Nikolopoulos, Pete and Amanda  
Nikols, Rita 
O'Brien, Bill and Chris 
Orlando, Alleck and Jennifer 
Osborn, Pearl 
Ostis, Sotirios 
Pacheco, Nia  
Paikos, Thomas 
Pallis, Paul 
Pandelis, Cheryl 
Pantelas, Anne 
Pantinas, John and Monica 
Pantos, James 
Papas, Christian 
Papas, Lou and Magaly 
Papas, Peter and Rita 
Pappas, Constantine and Karina 
Pappas, Rita 
Paschalis, Evangelos and Maria 
Pelletier, Michael 
Pendelton, Patricia 
Pentogenis, Michael and Kathy 
Peronis, Fay  
Petro, Aleko and Georgia 
Philippou, Demetrios and Luanne 
Platis, Anna 
Plentzas, Spiros and Ruth 

Teed, Charles 
Theros, James 
Thomas, Angie 
Thompson, Maggy 
Tourlis, Angelo and Betty 
Toutoulis, James & Anaid 
Triffon, Cathy 
Tsarouhas, Maria 
Tselikis, Nicholas and Jennifer  
Tsouras, Helen 
Vassiliadis, Athena 
Vassiliadis, Spiros and Shiona 
Vavoukakis, Gus and Penelope 
Vergos, Charles and Eve 
Vervilos, James and Anna 
Vlassopoulos, Maria 
Walter, Vernon and Alice 
Walters, Lane and Mary 
Waters, Gary and Susan 
Wilkerson, Chuck and Kristina 
Willey, Anthony 
Wilson, Steve and Cleo 
Womack, Karl 
Womack, Kimberly 
Wronski, Chuck 
Xikis, Victoria 
Zaferatos, Ted and Marinella 
Zafiropoulos, John 
Zander, Becky 
Zarras, Nick and Chery 
Zimmerman, Paul and Angela  

 
 

2010 GREEK FOOD FESTIVAL 
 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 24 
3:00 - 11:00 PM 

 
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 25 

3:00 - 11:00 PM 
 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 26 
12:00 NOON - 10:00 PM 

 
JOIN US FOR THE NEXT  
FESTIVAL MEETING ON  

TUESDAY, JUNE 1 AT 6:00 PM 
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The Way of the Lord  
 
 

 òThe Church is also called ôApostolic,õ having been instituted by 
the Lord, the First and Supreme Apostle; and, in addition, being built 
ôupon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ being 
Himself the chief cornerstone.õ  The Church is the assembly of those who 
can trace their beginnings back to the Apostles, of those who preserve as 
unchangeable the apostolic teachings, tradition and order.  Indeed, it is 
the Orthodox Church, having ôfoundations twelve, and upon them the 
twelve names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb,õ which has preserved, 
integral and unadulterated, the teachings of the Apostles. . . . Moreover, 
she possesses the same organization and polity, and in general all of the 
internal and external characteristics of the Apostolic Church . . .ó 
 ~John Karmiris, A Synopsis of the Dogmatic Theology of the Orthodox Catholic Church 
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