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From “But thanks be to God, Who in Christ always leads us in triumph.” (2 Corinthians 2:14)

Father Beloved in Christ:
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God the Father, and the communion of

Jofn the Holy Spirit, be with all of you as we begm this new Ecclesiastical Year. By the grace of the

Trinitarian God our parish celebrates its 50 Year of the Lord in worship, ministries, service
and fellowship - and in just one month, on October 16-18, we will enjoy a weekend of remembering the past
and looking ahead to the future.

Although we are celebrating our 50™ Anniversary, we are a young parish, relatively speaking, given
that the Greek Orthodox Christian Faith dates back to Pentecost Sunday - that is, it is the Church that
Jesus Christ established through His Apostles 50 days after His Resurrection, as recorded in the second
chapter in The Acts of the Apostles. However, as America is still a young country (233 years old), a Golden
Anniversary is truly an occasion to joyfully commemorate, especially right here in the middle of the Mojave
Desert and in our city with its unique history!

For the past several months, we have included in the centerfold of The Desert Messenger an interesting
and informative series on the history of our parish (by the way, we keep both past and current issues of the
DM on our website, so you have the opportunity to read the installments you might have missed). Whether
we have been in this parish for years or are newer members, all of us should marvel at how we miraculously
blossomed from our humble beginnings. As our Lord proved through the Cross, regardless of the many
challenges and trials the faithful members of our parish had to surmount, the partnership of an unyielding
faith and God’s good grace allowed our community to triumph in Christ: Five decades later, we are blessed
with a dynamic spiritual family as well as a magnificent Church, impressive Community Center and
beautifully landscaped grounds that we all enjoy.

With the past defining us but admittedly behind us, it is imperative that beginning now with the
new Ecclesiastical Year we aspire toward fresh goals and noble heights to achieve. In both our parish and
personal lives — and especially in this time of great economic, moral and spiritual challenges - our
Ecclesiastical Calendar beckons all of us during this month to approach our circumstances from the
perspective of the Cross, which is reverently processed and elevated before the faithful in Church on the
Feast of the Elevation of the Holy Cross on September 14. Also on this feast we read these forceful and
ever-relevant words of the Apostle Paul: “For the word of the Cross is folly to those who are perishing,
but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.” (I Corinthians 1:18) Beloved, we cannot look for
the so-called wisdom of the world to pave our paths as Christians, and especially to explain or respond to
the many challenges we face. If we truly belong to Christ, then in all circumstances we must have faith - for
whatever is established and willed by God cannot be defeated by anyone or anything!

Looking therefore to the Life-giving Cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, we must be confident that we are
always victors through God’s love. As we willingly deny ourselves (that is, put our egos to death), genuinely
and continuously repent for our sins, and obediently — even unto death - face our trials and carry our crosses
with joy and gratitude, always mindful of our countless blessings, we can be assured that in all things we
will please God and find abundant Life in Him.

With love in Christ, FTo %
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WORSHIP SCHEDULFE
Sundays: 8:45 am Orthros ~ 10:00 am Divine Liturgy
Church School follows Holy Communion (Beginning September 13)
9:30 am Divine Liturgy on Sunday of the Food Festival, September 20

Sunday, September 6/13th of Matthew/Miracle of Monday, September 14/ Elevation of the Holy and
Archangel Michael at Colassae/Martyr Calodote  Life-Giving Cross (Strict Fast)

Orthros: Tone Four 8:00 am Orthros ~ Procession of Cross at Doxology
Resurrection Gospel (Orthros): Mark 16:1-8 9:00 am Divine Liturgy

Epistle: 1 Corinthians 16:13-24 Epistle: 1 Corinthians 1:18-24

Gospel: Matthew 21:33-42 Gospel: John 19:6-11, 13-20, 25-28, 30

Tuesday, September 8/ Nativity of the Theotokos Sunday, September 20/ Sunday after the Elevation/
8:00 am Orthros Great Martyr Efsthathios

9:00 am Divine Liturgy 8:30 am Orthros -~ 9:30 am Divine Liturgy

Epistle: Philippians 2:5-11 Orthros: Tone Six (Second Plagal)

Gospel: Luke 10:38-42;11:27-28 Resurrection Gospel: Luke 24:1-12

Epistle: Galatians 2:16-20

Sunday, September 13/ Sunday before the Gospel: Mark 8:34-38; 9:1

Elevation of the Holy Cross/Martyr Cornelius

Orthros: Tone Five (First Plagal) Sunday, September 27/Ist Sunday of Luke/
Resurrection Gospel (Orthros): Mark 16:9-20 Martyr Kallistratos & His Companions
Epistle: Galatians 6:11-18 Orthros: Tone Seven (Grave)
Gospel: John 3:13-17 Resurrection Gospel (Orthros): Luke 24:13-35
Blessing of Water for New School Year Epistle: 2 Corinthians 6:1-10
Ist Day of Church School Classes Gospel: Luke 5:1-11

SUNDAY SCHEDULE

September 6

Ushers: George Nikols, Gary Waters, John Karas, Angela Coutris,
Peter Papas and Pete Kypreos
Fellowship: Orthodox Family Fellowship

September 13
Ushers: Marina Adamy, Spiros Filios, William Carrico, Sam Koutsulis, George Kakavulias and George Nikols
Memorial: Peter G. Kelesis (40 days).
Fellowship: Philoptochos ~ Sunday of the Cross ~ Benefits Holy Cross Seminary

September 20
Ushers: Entire Parish Council
Fellowship: No Fellowship ~ Greek Food Festival

September 27
Ushers: William Carrico, Sam Koutsulis, George Kakavulias, George Nikols, Spiros Filios and Marina Adamy
Fellowship: Eleni Kakavulias and Family to Benefit the Iconography Fund

Six Classes on the Orthodox Faith Vi

Beginning Wednesday, September 23 at 7:00 pm - Fr. John, Instructor |\

For inquirers, catechumens and Orthodox Christians, who want to know more about the ancient, Apostolic Faith
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2009 Thurs, Sept 17t

SPM - 10PM

Fri, Sept 18t

3PM - 10PM

Sat, Sept 19t

NOON-11PM

‘T Sun, Sept 20t

NOON-10PM

www.lasvegasgreekfestival.com

A Family Oriented Fun Fvent

FREE SHUTTLE BUS PICK-UP & DROP-OFF POINT

* Live Music
. . FLAMINGO
* Greek Cuisine TROPICANA
* Greek Pastr HACIENDA NO PARKING
. Y e FREE §m § .
Tour Our Magnificent P |2 HoserTAL : L ‘ff'smo FESTIVAL
Byzantine Church SovUry |2 busLo & £ £ GROUNDS
DROP-OFF SANTA > < %)
* Kid’s Fun Park ~ @ [HEwmlf S B A
DEWEY 5 - S| N
* Greek Folk Dance RUSSELL
Demonstrations I @ MAP NOT TO SCALE |

Free Parking & Shuttle

Free parking south of Spring Valley
Hospital...Free shuttle buses will be
Running every 15 minutes to and
from the Festival Grounds. See Map

(No Pets Allowed)

Volunteers Needed—Please see Demetri Asim or
Dianne Bacon during Fellowship on Sunday!
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37th Annual Greek Food Festival ~ September 17 ~ 20

The time is Aere/ Our 37th Annual Food Festival needs you/ Your
Church needs everyone to step up. Please help sell raffle tickets and coupon
books, volunteer to work one or more shifts, help us with setting up the Food
Festival grounds Monday through Wednesday, September 14-16.

Also, join us for an enjoyable time as we finish baking pastries and
preparing food items needed for the Festival. This is a great opportunity for
fellowship and supporting the Lord's work.

1 Diples: Wednesday, September 2; Saturday, September 5;
Wednesday, September 9. All days at 9:00 am

1 Tzatziki Sauce and Salad Dressing: Tuesday, September 15. Times to
be announced.

1 Souvlaki Preparations: Monday, September 14 at 10:30 am; Tuesday/

Wednesday, September 15-16 at 9:00 am.

There will be two more meetings. A general meeting will be held on
Wednesday, September 2 at 6:30 pm, and a mandatory booth captain
meeting on Tuesday, September 15 at 6:30 pm on the Festival grounds.
Gary Waters will be reviewing health procedures and the core committee will
be available to answer any last minute questions.

Your brother in Christ, John G. Karas, Chairman

Welcome back, ladies! T hope you all had a safe

P hﬂOPtOChOS and relaxing summer and am ready to get back into the
News swing of things. We start this new season with a new
board and plenty of enthusiasm. Our first Board

Meeting will be Tuesday, September 1, and our first General Meeting will
take place on Tuesday, September 8 at 6:15 pm. We will be doing a short
“hands on” project at the end of the meeting and the bags will benefit the
children patients at UMC. The “hands on” projects have proven to be a very
rewarding experience and I invite all of you to participate.

Thank you to the ladies who participated in the Panagia Fellowship on
Saturday, August 15 in honor of our Patron Saint; your hard work is greatly
appreciated. Philoptochos will also be hosting the Fellowship for the Holy
Cross on Sunday, September 13, which benefits our seminarians. Please
speak to Diane Weisman if you are interested in helping.

Last but not least, it's Festival time again, and I look forward to seeing
you there on September 17 — 20!

Yours in Christ, April Karalis and the Philoptochos Board

0Confession from a moral st
of the Church to society. The spiritual father is the moral
physician of society. 6

a

ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST
GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH

5300S. El Camino Rd.
Las Vegas, NV 89118

Rev. Father John Hondros

Karen Rawlinson
Administrative Assistant

Maria Kakavulias
Business Administrator

Janice Leavitt
Facilities and Catering Manager

Office Hours
Monday- Friday
9:00am- 5:00 pm
Telephone{702) 2218245
FAX: (702) 2219167
E-mail:
frjohn@vegasgreekorthodox.corll
Website: vegasgreekorthodox.co

Parish Council: Peter Kypreos
Philoptochos: April Karalis
Choir: Faye Brown

Chanters/Youth Choair:
Presvytera Maria Hondros

Church School:
Eileen Koutsulis

Altar Servers:
Sam Koutsulis

Stewardship Committee:
John Karas

Hellenic Historical Society:
Nitsa Filios
Senior GOYA:
Effie Lekar and Eileen Koutsulis

Junior GOYA:
Tami Stefanatos
Tammy Chomakos

HOPE and JOY:
Jennifer Orlando
Sharon Katsaros

Orthodox Family Fellowship:
Michael and Tami Stefanatos

Youth Ministries:
Eileen Koutsulis

Orthodox Connection Las Vegas]|
Angela Coutris

Forerunners:
Ruth Plentzas

Greek Folk Dance:
Tina Liaos, Chair
Bessie Stavropoulos, Director

n d BrtIde)x Bokstore:] S

Costa Frangakis

5(_)_t_h gg\éﬁ;sirgl I(C | léati‘gn:t




THE DESERT MESSENGER

Greetings to alll Now that Father John is back, I will be going away for two
weeks; not one month, just two weeks.

Column Let’s all continue to work hard so that this will be one of the best Greek Food
Festivals ever/ It takes everyone’s effort to do the job. The Festival is right around the
corner on September 17 — 20, if you can volunteer in any way, please contact the Church Office.

Please remember to mark your calendars for the weekend of October 16 — 18 Our community will
celebrate an exciting and important milestone, our 50™ Anniversaryl We will honor and remember our past
while looking forward to our future.

Peter Kypreos, Parish Council President

President’s

Financial Status for Months of June and July 2009

Beginning Balance Balances Balances

Bank Accounts as of 5.31.09 Income Expenses  as of 6.30.2009  Income Expenses as of 7.31.09
General Operating $31,442.86 $55499.11 $54,944.33 $31,997.64 $37,043.96*  $59,854.74 $9,186.86
Building/Maintenance $9,750.97 $1.71 $9,752.68 $571.69 $10,324.37
Community/Education Ctr ~ $29,419.97 $9,240.00  $11,813.85 $26,846.12 $2,910.00 $17,334.37* $12,421.75
Construction (Loan Paymts) $15,249.22 $5,559.10 $9,690.12 $5,565.34 $4.124.78
Food Festival $7,618.59 $5,680.00  $959.87 $12,338.72 $8,858.00 $9,588.37 $11,608.35
Icon Money Market $10,246.41 $11,438.64  $37.00 $26,648.05 $6,394.90 $1,437.00 $26,605.95
Library Checking $17,466.11 $8,581.39 $26,047.50 $4.43 $26,051.93
*Transferred $16,000 from Community & Education Ctr. to General Operating to cover operating costs.
Construction Loan $697,197.42 $695,624.79 $693,928.10
Revolving Line of Credit $72,832.98 $72,832.98 $72,832.98
Orthodox Connection Las Vegas Forerunners -

After a brief summer break, let’s look The Seniors of St. J ohn the B&Zp List

forward to gathering together and supporting Please join us in volunteering for the Greek Food
St. John Church for the Annual Greek Food| Festival: We have been assured that the Forerunners will
Festival September 17-20. In lieu of our own| be given jobs inside and out of the heat! Please check
get-together for September, we encourage all| with Demetri Asim.

Orthodox Connection (OCLV) members to Our first gathering of the new Ecclesiastical Year
volunteer their time to work and support the| will be on Tuesday, September 29 at 11:30 am in Panos
Church at the Best Greek Food Festival in the [ Hall. As usual we will enjoy good food and fellowship;

Nation! Thank you and see you there! please look to the Weekly Bulletin for more details.
Angela Coutris (702) 497-2529 Keep safe and healthy, and God bless you.
evangelia07@gmail.com Ruth Plentzas (702) 221-0989

Our Community Registry
of #iot X  2TIa0RE
'smanmn’q_awa /\ THN-GEOTOROR: M& rria g@f N& Zisete!

John A. Pantinas and Monica Culp on June 13, 2009 at St. Iakovos, Valparaiso, IN.
Sponsor: Angelo Stath.

Nick Efthimios Melisaratos and Sophia Taxiarchos on June 27, 2009.
Sponsor: Paraskevi Drakatou.

Fallen Asleep in the Lord: Eternal Memory

Peter G. Kelesis on August 5, 2009. Funeral on August 10.

Ss. Joachim & Anna Spiros G. Maliagros on August 19, 2009. Funeral on August 25.
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Orthodox Bookstore

Hello from the Bookstore!

First of all, I would like to officially welcome Matthew Castillo to the staff of the Bookstore. Matthew
has been attending our parish of Saint John the Baptist for over a year now. He was not raised Orthodox, but
quickly converted when he discovered the True Faith of God here on Earth, which is Orthodoxy. Please
welcome Matthew and join me in thanking him for his service to God’s Church and to our parish.

This month, please take a look at a book which highlights the lives and teachings of contemporary
elders of Greece: Precious Vessels of the Holy Spirit. These holy monks lived a spiritual life and waged war against
the passions and became fragrant with the Holy Spirit, as evident in their writings and counsels.

The following are two excerpts from Elder Amphilochios of Patmos:

oConsider all people to be greater than vy
always think that each person has the same destination as we do. Through the grace of God I consider all people to be saintly and
greater than myself. o

0The spiritual |l ife has great joys. You f|
become a child and God |ives in your heart. o

Please stop by our booth at the Greek Food Festival!

D U I' ¢

Until next month, God willing ~ ICXC NIKA, Costa Frangakis, Director

é .[) Notes from the Loft

ﬁj The 2009 Summer Church Musicians Conference took place the weekend of June 26-28 in
Cardiff-by-the-Sea, CA.  The conference and business meeting was hosted by the Choir of Ss.
Constantine and Helen. Our Choir Director, Faye Brown, and I represented St. John the Baptist’s Choir as
delegates.

The business meeting began with the election of a new Board for the Choir Federation: Kathy
Loukatos Meck (St. Spyridon, San Diego) was re-elected as President and Liz Levy (Resurrection, Castro
Valley) was voted in as new Vice-President.

There will be a change for the Winter Business Meeting; this meeting will coincide with the Folk
Dance Festival in San Jose, CA on January 15-17, 2010. The Summer Choir Conference will be hosted by St.
Demetrios of Tucson, AZ at the end of June 2010.

During the weekend of our Choir Conference, we were honored to sing under the direction of Neal
Desby, son of the late Dr. Frank Desby; it was an awesome experience. We believe the CD for this conference
will be excellent.

The activities included great fast-appropriate dishes prepared by the senior group of the host parish, a
banquet at the Marriott and a special treat, visiting the USS Midway carrier based in San Diego. We dined
under the stars on the top deck of the ship.

It was wonderful to meet old and new friends; the fellowship was great.

Victoria Xikis, Adult Choir Delegate

Prepei na magete EIIl hni Kk
GREEK LANGUAGE CLASSES BEGIN SOON ... HAVE YOU REGISTERED?
Youth Classes start Wednesday, September 23, 4:30 - 6:00 pm
Adult Class starts Friday, September 25, 6:00 - 7:30 pm
Classes held at St. John the Baptist Community and Education Center
Registration Forms available at the Church Office
Tuition: $220 per student (please register and pay by the extended deadline of September 1)

For more information, please contact Thymios Carabas at (702) 889-9840 or thymios.carabas@csn.edu
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THE 50™ ANNIVERSARY [ : OUR GOLDEN HERITAGE

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS:

Friday, October 16,2009  6:00 PM

HISTORICAL LECTURES IN THE CHURCH
Greek Orthodoxy & Fr. John Hondros
Byzantine Architecture & Christ Kamages, Architect
Iconography & Bishop Ilia Katre

COCKTAILS anp MEZETHES

PICTORIAL CHRONOLOGICAL HISTORY OF ST. JOHN
WORLD ODYSSEY EXHIBIT

Saturday, October 17,2009 5:00 PM

GREAT VESPERS anp ARTOCLASIA 5 PM
COCKTALILS 6:30 PM
GREEK VILLAGE FEAST anp DANCING TO THE OLYMPIANS 7:30 PM

Sunday, October 18,2009 10:00 AM

HIERARCHICAL DIVINE LITURGY ano MEMORIAL SERVICE
CHAMPAGNE BRUNCH

Rena Kalkas, Chairman, 50" Anniversary Committee

[ Y™\
===
In preparation for the 50™ Anniversary Celebration of St. John the Baptist, The Hellenic Historical
Society is creating two wonderful and informative displays:

A Pictorial Chronological History of our Greek Orthodox Church Community

The World Odyssey Exhibit, tracing the journeys of our parishioners from their
birthplace to Las Vegas

These displays will be unveiled on Friday, October 16 at the first of 3 events of the weekend being
planned by the 50th Anniversary Committee. We look forward to your participation!

Nitsa Filios, President, Hellenic Historical Society
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TO COMMEMORATE OUR 50TH ANNIVERSARY

A HISTORY OF ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST
GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH
LAS VEGAS, NEVADA

Part VI of VII

CONSECRATION

In the summer of 2004, at the urging of Fr. John, the
community began planning the consecration of the
church. Because Metropolitan Anthony was planning
his retirement in September of 2005, the consecration
was planned to take place the beginning of June of
t hat year i n order t
participation. Who was to know that we would lose
our beloved Metropolitan Anthony on Christmas
Day, 2004?

The weekend of June 4™ and 5™, 2005, the Parish of
St. John celebrated the consecration of its beloved
church. Analogous to the baptism of a child, the
consecration involves the adornment of the church
building with new ecclesiastical furnishings and the
anointing with chrism of the altar and building
interior.  After consecration, which dedicates the
church to God, the building can be used for no other
purpose. Celebrating the services with us was our
new Metropolitan, Gerasimos, whose patient

explanation of the proceedings as they unfolded,
made this once-in-a-lifetime event so much more
meaningful.

(0]

THE REWARDS OF GREEK CUISINE

Thirty-six years of Greek Food Festivals have seen the
parish of St. John the Baptist serve to nearly half a
million people, an estimated 400,000 pieces of
souvlaki, chicken, lamb, pastitsio and moussaka,
40,000 pounds of feta cheese, 500,000 kalamaria,
500,000 pieces of baklava, 400,000 loukoumathes,
many groves of Kalamata olives, and a river of
wi neé OPA! Attended an
and neighbors in the Las Vegas Community at large,
the Food Festivals have generated income essential to
the completion of the church complex and vital to the
economic survival of the parish. For a total cost of
$7.5 million, the community has been ultimately
rewarded with (in our humble opinion) the most
beautiful Greek Orthodox Church and Community
Center in the Metropolis of San Francisco.
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LOOKING AHEAD

The future of St. John the Baptist Greek Orthodox
Church lies with her youth. Successful programs
initiated for their education and benefit over the past
50 years have included the Sunday Religious
Education Program, the Acolyte Program for young
men, Myrrh Bearers for young women, Youth Choir,
Greek Language School, GOYA, JOY, HOPE, Greek
Folk Dance Groups and Orthodox Family Fellowship.

Within these Church Ministries and the Hellenic
organizations, our children become spiritual siblings,
and though they occasionally wander during the hard
work of becoming adults, the Church is the
welcoming home to which they can always return.

ENTERTAINMENT CAPITAL OF THE WORLD

The City of Las Vegas is truly one of the most unique

places in America. For many years, it was a place of
transition for people moving through the country.
People tried the city oné
and moved on; and the residents were categorized as

ei ther il ocal so or Aitran:
through town has abated dramatically, leading to the
tripling of the population over the past 25 years.

From trade route waterin
Capital of the World, o it
evolved into an amazing landscape. The city includes
dramatic skylines from fabulous faraway places
including New York, Venice, Paris, Italy, Japan,
Northern Africa, Monaco, the Caribbean and Ancient

Rome. Above them all, St. John the Baptist Greek
Orthodox Church has raised its dome to the glory of

God. In an ever-changing city where building
implosions have become commonplace, we are
prayerfully confident tha
will stand far into the future, sheltering Orthodox
faithful for many generations.

End Part V6 Look for Part VI (final
installment) of St. John History in the October
Desert Messenger!
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Youth Ministries

Church School

Hi Everyone!

Welcome to a new school year. I hope everyone enjoyed their summer. Our first day of classes will be
on September 13; we will all meet in the Church for Divine Liturgy at 10:00 am, followed by a special Blessing
of the Water for the New School Year. After receiving our blessing from Father John, we will proceed to our
classrooms.

Please make sure that you have registered your children; it is very important that we have all the
essential information on your children for our records, so that our teachers know their students personally.
For our Pre-K class, you must be four years old by September 30. If you have a high school student, they must
also be registered.

[ will have a table in the hall on the first day of class, so you can register your children. Until then, I
will also be registering during Fellowship, so please avoid the rush and try to register before the first day of
class. Remember, our $5 class fee is cash only.

We are fortunate enough to have all of our wonderful teachers returning. We will not have classes on
September 20, due to the Festival.

Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions.

Eileen Koutsulis, Church School Director, (702) 521-6516 or vivaleenie@cox.net

Youth Choir News =
O #ddd A

Happy New School and Church Year! The Youth Choir will chant the Divine g r/“\(\ &)
=

Liturgy on Sunday, September 13. Let us all start the new school year by coming to m ) 'm‘ |\J§/ )
Youth Choir early please: 9:40 am sounds good to the director and everyone else who =~ \ [T\ /] (' \ I
love hearing you chant! Meet at the right hand side as always. Announcements for new ! “‘ ‘ ‘
members to attend rehearsals will be at the end of September; more information will be * ‘g #sa=
given during Church School. See all of you on September 13. Thank You.

Love, Presvytera Maria

From the Metropolis of San Francisco Youth Director
“Yourself in the Mirror,” by Rev. Deacon Niko Bekris

.. The most recent episode of the series, “One Tree Hill,” called “Remember Me as a Time of Day,”
features snapshots of every character in the show and where they're at in their life. Lucas and Peyton have
gotten married and had a baby girl, Nathan has worked his way up in his basketball career and has finally
been picked to play for the Charlotte Bobcats in the NBA, Brooke has reconciled with her mother. At the very
end of the episode, we hear voices of different characters narrating their different thoughts about life. I found
one of these thoughts to be a little thought-provoking and worth thinking about. At one point a voice enters
the scene and says, “Look at yourself in the mirror. Is it the person you want to be?”

As you know even better than I do, high school is a time when people do look at themselves in the
mirror, and really do decide if what they see is what they want to be. T would ask another question, though: Ts
the mirror really what you want to look at to decide what kind of a person you want to be? You can definitely
find an outfit or a look you like, and there’s nothing wrong with looking nice, to be sure. What'’s funny,
though, is how often T hear high schoolers tell me that things in high school are too superficial, and way too
much about looks (and I love hearing people say this). Where then, do we look to see what we look like on
the inside? (Continued on Page 14)

10
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HOPE and JOY

Welcome to Fall everyone! We had a lot of fun at the movies this summer! Thanks to everyone that
came and we're glad you enjoyed it. For September we are going to dedicate our time to making the Greek
Food Festival a success!

Mark your calendars for Saturday, October 24 for another fun HOPE & JOY event. To make it
interesting, we are asking you to cast your vote to determine the next activity. The choices are 1) Hiking, 2)
Museum, 3) Bowling. Please e-mail us at katsaros@embargmail.com by September 15 so we have plenty of
time to plan for and announce October’s event.

Your Sisters in Christ, Sharon Katsaros and Jenn Orlando, Advisors

GOYA

Hello GOYAns! We are starting off the New Year with our annual Greek Food Festival so let's
dedicate ourselves again for our Church's biggest event of the year! There are no scheduled events for
September, but mark your calendars for Saturday, October 24, from 9:00 am - 12:00 pm . . . when we will
have our Annual Red Rock Hike!

Bring your water, snack, hat and sunglasses for this fun event. Meet at the Chevron station on
Charleston and Town Center at 9:00 am; we'll all drive up together. Afterwards, we can all go grab lunch at
any of the fast food restaurants at the shopping center off Charleston & Town Center.

Any questions, please call or email. See you all there! Senior & Junior GOYA is a youth ministry for
children in middle and high school.

Love in Christ,

Effie Lekar (702) 768-5500, Fileen Koutsulis (702) 521-6516 (Senior GOYA Advisors)

Tammy Chomakos (702) 338-4671, Tami Stefanatos (702) 491-2713 (Junior GOYA Advisors)

Greek Folk Dance }&

Let the Dancing begin/ Greek Dance practice officially started on
Tuesday, August 25.  Continuing this month, each Tuesday Liondaria will §
practice at 5:30 pm, and Hrisi Thisavri and Stavrofori will practice at 6:00 pm.

=

Don't forget that we need a copy of each dancer's baptismal certificate and each 8

family must be a steward of St. John for 2009. Time is ticking down until FDF so [
it is important to be present at all practices.

Youth Choir (for FDF) - Practice is on Tuesday at 4:30 pm (same as last year).

Bake Sale - We are holding a bake sale at Albertson's at Rainbow & Warm Springs on Saturday,
August 29 from 9:00 am to 1:00 pm (or until all our baked goods run out). We will be selling only homemade
Greek baked goods and will be promoting the Greek Festival. Please be sure to bring something. Ask your
mom, your yiayia, your thea, or that special cook to bake something for this fundraiser.

Our first fundraiser for the year will be selling Entertainment Books. The books sell for $30 this year
and each dancer will be expected to sell 10 each. Although the price of the Entertainment Books is higher than
last year, there is an added value of $20 in gift cards that comes with each book. If you've ever bought an
Entertainment Book before you know that by using one or two coupons, the book pays for itself. If you are
interested in purchasing an Entertainment Book, see any dancer or dance board member to get yours.

Volunteers are needed for the Greek Food Festival - The Greek Dance groups are responsible for
volunteering at the Soda Booths. Please let Tina Liaos know your availability as soon as possible.

Horepse 09 - Save the date for our 3rd annual Horepse Greek Dance Workshop: November 20-22.
We will offer our Glendi again, featuring live music and lots of dancing on November 2I.  Registration
information will be available soon.

We're looking forward to another fun and successful year in Greek Dancing! Opal

Tina Liaos and the Folk Dance Board
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Stewardship Report: oStrengthened
2009 Stewardship Status (August 15, 2009): Stewardship Target — 2009 $411,000
Stewardship Families Pledged 463 Stewardship Gifts Pledged $321,846
Stewardship Gifts Received $215,758 Current Stewardship Deficit $89,154
Average Stewardship Pledge $699.68 Percentage of Goal Achieved 78.31%

Pledge Range Number of Families $ & % of Gifts Pledged

$1-$999 355 $ 121,106 - 37.63%

$1000-$2499 86 $ 109,120 - 33.90%

$2500-$4.999 16 $ 52,900 - 16.44%

$5,000-$9,999 5 $ 28,720 - 8.92%

$10,000-$14,999 1 $ 10,000 - 3.11%

2008 2009 Difference

Stewards Pledged 457 463 +0

Gifts Pledged $357,703 $321,846 -$35,857

Gifts Received $229215 $215,758 -$13,457

Average Pledge $782.72 $695.13 -$87.59

To All Devoted Parishioners of St. John the Baptist:

It is with a great amount of enthusiasm that I announce to you that Gary Waters and I will be the new
Stewardship Co-Chairs effective January 2010. In the next few months we will work with John Karas as he
transfers his impeccable records over to us. Anyone who has worked closely with John knows of his
tremendous attention to detail. Organization and structure are clearly his strengths. John, we thank you for
all of your time and effort you have put into the Stewardship program for St. John’s the past 5+ years. It has
truly made a difference! T am certain that the framework John set up will make our task many times easier.

The stewardship figures above indicate the following: 2009 continues to be a challenging financial year
for all of us. While there has been an improvement in the number of families pledged, we are falling further
behind in the Gifts Pledged, Gifts Received and the Average Pledge.

Just a few days ago I opened the Orthodox Observer, our newspaper for the Greek Orthodox
Archdiocese of America, and read a moving article by Fr. James W. Kordaris, Director of Stewardship,

Outreach & Evangelism. He stated: ‘St ewar dshi p i s our response to
we | ove because God first | ov e dather fim alsdsaidktmthvhen we:
make our stewardship offering we should give witho humi | i ty, appreci at i &vary

day we have the opportunity to show our gratitude and make stewardship a way of life. You can read the
article in its entirety by going to www.observer.goarch.org. Please continue to direct your stewardship
questions to_John Karas (702) 219-5057.

Angela Coutris and Gary Waters, 2010 Stewardship Co-Chairs

- Dear Father John and Beloved Members of My Church Family:

g Since February, I have been recovering at home and with the Lord’s help and your
prayers I am learning to walk again. I am doing it with the help of a walker and assistance from
my CNA.

I thank you all from the bottom of my heart for your visits at the hospital and at home.
I thank you for the flowers, get well cards, food, pastries and Easter treats, as well as your many phone calls.

I thank you for your love and friendship and concern for my health. What else could I thank you for?
May our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ give all of you many years of good health and happiness, and hopefully I
will see you at the Greek Food Festival. May our Lord send His blessings to you all.

With much affection, Presvytera Helen Andrews
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2009 Stewards and Contributors: Strengthened by Christ and His Church

Adamy, Marina

Agnos, Dimitrios and Angeline
Alex, Jim and Renee

Alexander, Eleni

Alsup, Trever and Kelly
Anastasiou, Andrew and Kathleen
Andraktos, Manuel

Andrews, Catherine

Andrews, George

Andrews, Presvytera Helen
Anthony, Stavros and Bernadette
Apostolopoulos, Chris and Katia
Arcamuzi, Georgia

Aristides, George and Diana
Asim, Demetrious

Athan, Sofia

Athens, Ann

Attard, Constantine and Sofia
Augousti, Michael and Helene
Bacon, Ken and Dianne
Bagatelos, Michael

Bakalas, Estella

Balason, Anna

Balason, Voula

Baldwin, Richard and Vivi
Balodimas, Dr. James

Barney, Richard and Marianthi
Barngrover, Andrew t and Kathleen
Bartzos, Sam and Eugenia
Bauck, Jeremy and Amy
Berendji, Jim and Vivian

Berta, [rene

Bicos, Andriana

Bingham, Robert and Melissa
Bledsoe, Lori

Bochanis, George

Borzekas, Stephen and Katharina f
Boulamatsis, Akaterine and Aber-
nathy, Gordon

Bratta, Georgene

Brillis, Christine t

Brillis, George and Satoko
Britten, Ronald and Carol
Brown, Andrew and Christina
Brown, Faye

Bucy, Brent and Elaine
Bullivant, John and Jana
Calancea, Valentin and Bunu,
Corina

Campbell, Ann

Campbell, Cheryl Ladd
Campbell, Samantha

Campbell, Ted

Capadalis, Tim and Marling
Captain, Nicholas and Maria
Carabas, Stephen and Linda
Carabas, Thymios and Sotiroulla
Caredis, Jon and Marjorie
Carrico, William and Alexandra
Carson, Michelle

Carter, Maria

Castillo, Matthew

Cero, Dean

Chachas, Bessie

Chachas, James

Chandrinos, Alexia

Chandrinos, Peter

Chandrinos, Ricki

Chanos, George

Chanos, Jennifer

Cheonis, David and Angela
Chomakos, Christopher and Kary
Chomakos, Dean and Tammy

Chomakos, George and Nikki
Chomakos, Jeremy and Romina
Christopoulos, Ann

Christou, Andreas and Toni
Chumas, Russell and Stella
Ciulla, Anthonyy and Kleri
Cole, Darrick and Carla
Collins, David and Evangelia
Collins, Dean

Collins, James and Barbara
Cominos, Ted and Emily
Conger, William and Alexia
Consales, Tracy

Constantine, Bill
Constantinou, Magdeline
Contos, Michael

Coroneos, Marika

Costuras, George and Marsha
Cotsilis, Peter and Jenny
Coutris, Angela

Dalacas, Anthony and Eugenia
Dalacas, Dimitri and Athanasia
Dalacas, Eleni

Dalacas, Nick and Georgia
Danik, Mary

Daskolos, George and Voula
Dawood, Evon

DeCarlo, Frank and Nadine
Delalis, Dina

Delalis, Pete and Alysondra
Demolas, Ilias and Jodi
Demolas, Maria

Demoleas, Helen

Demoleas, Stephanie
Demopoulos, Tommy and Vasiliki
Demetriou, Demetrios and Bessie
Dennis, John

Depessa, Gilinesh

DeWindt, Dennis and Susan
Diamantis, Filippos
Dominguez, Eric and Amalia
Doppe, Victoria

Doskas, Athanasios and Anastasia
Dougan, Linda

Doukakis, Panagiotis and Chrisi
Dounis, Dina

Dounis, Georgia

Dounis, Kiki

Dudanakis, Michael
Economon, Andrew and Stacy
Edmunds, Paul and Barbara
Eliades, Aristotelis

Eliades, Artemis

Eliades, Eleni

Eliades, Gregory and Maria
Eliades, Harry and Agapi
Eliades, Katerina

Eliades, Peter and Janet f
Eliakis, John and Atsuko
Eliakis, Peter and Glenda
Eliakis, Varthie and Lee Ann
Eliopulos, Goldie

Ene, Ovidiu and Mira

English, Marika

Exarhos, Nick and Sharon
Eyler, Fr. Paul and Pres. Ilean
Eyler, John and Elizabeth
Eyler, Jesse and Dianna
Falcone, Frank and Nancy
Fanandakis, George and Helen
Filios, George and Nitsa
Filios, Spiridon and Eleni
Flangas, Albert and Trudi

Flangas, Bill and Marilyn
Flangas, Gary and Amanda
Flangas, Peter and Wanda
Fokas, Elene

Foskaris, Nicholas and Dana
Foskaris, Thomas and Iryna
Fotinos, Cleopatra

Frangakis, Christos and Anastasia
Frangakis, Costa

Frangakis, John

Frantzen, Robert and Margery
Franzi, Jack

Fronimos, John and Margaret
Fuson, Aglaia

Fyssakis, Kathy

Ganatsios, Nikolaos and Melpo
Gear, Darius and Bessie T
George, Angela

George, Pete and Georgia
George, Vassilios

Georges, William

Georgiou, Byron and Therese
Georgis, John and Kaliopi
Gialketsis, Babe and Terry
Gialketsis, Barbara

Gialketsis, Bill and Shelli
Gialketsis, Julie

Gialketsis, Steve

Gianakoulias, Nick and Magda
Giannakopulos, John
Giouzelis, Anastasia

Goddard, Elizabeth

Goldman, Love

Goltsos, Andreas

Gordon, Victor and Demetria-Kalfas
Gotsopoulos, Dennis
Gousdovas, Nikos

Gousias, Elias and Maria
Grabovoi, Daphne

Grillas, Vasilios and Roula
Grissom, Tony and Georgeea Bieker
Gruber, Ernest and Zoe
Hadzoglon, Christos and Barbara
Hailemariam, Tesfa

Hallis, Louis and Betty
Hamilton, Mary

Hamilton, Paul and Brandi
Haralambakis, Demetre and Dimitra
Hariopulos, Demetri

Harris, Melty and Angeline
Harrison, Angie

Hart, Russell and Dora
Hastings, Audra

Hastings, Teri

Hemmers, Oliver and Pantelas,
Anne

Henneforth, Rula
Hernquist, Jim T and Angela
Hetzel, David

Hondros, Catherine

Hondros, Christina

Hondros, Fr. John and Presv, Maria
Hondros, Paul

Hoover, Patrick and Pauline
Howard, Willie B.

Howe, Sia

Johnson, Stephen

Kachikis, Paul and Ernestine
Kakavulias, Christina
Kakavulias, George and Eleni
Kakavulias, John

Kakavulias, Maria

Kalfas, Domna

Kalkantzakos, Pete and Misty
Kane, Larry and Irene
Kanellis, Ann

Kanoles, Helene

Kanoles, Konstantine
Karacostas, Alice

Karagines, Peter and Linda
Karalis, Gianni and April
Karas, James

Karas, John and Marcie

Karas, Vasiliki

Karvounidis, Nick and Alexandra
Katris, Nick and Kathy
Katsaros, Thomas and Sharon
Katsikakis, Evangelos

Kelesis, Paula

Kelesis, Peter 1 and Dina
Kelesis, John and Vicki
Khoury, Ray and Nicole
Kleanthis, George and Zanetta
Koliambas, Eleni

Kolinas, Claire
Konsolakis-Garcia, Eleni
Konsolakis, George
Kostopoulos, George t and Georgia
Kotonias, George and Patricia
Kountanis, Dennis and Pat
Kourafas, Christopher and Trish
Kouretas, Demetri and Amanda
Kouretas, Valdean

Kouris, Anastasios

Kourlos, Georgia

Koutsulis, Sam and Effie
Kover, Barbara

Kypreos, Peter and Geri
Kyprianou, Gilbert and Alexis
Lakis, Antoinette

Lambros, George and Susan
Latelle, Penny

Lawrence, Vicki

Lazarakis, John and Panagiota
Lekar, Michael and Effie
Lemma, Yodit

Leone, Stephen

Leonis, Tishe

Leventis, Nicholas and Christina
Lewis, Foula

Liaos, Jim and Tina

Liaos, Steven and Francine
Liaos, William and Irene
Likourinou, Angie

Likourinou, Steve and June
Lymberopoulos, Mary

Makris, Apostolos

Maland, Tim and Donna
Malamatos, Kindina

Malpee, Mack and Kalliope
Mamasis, Dena

Mamasis, Tessie

Maniatakos, Ted

Manolakos, Catherine
Manolakos, John and Jennifer
Manos, Patrica

Manteris, Arthur and Sue
Maragos, Constance
Markakis, Mike and Catherine
Markou, Ann

Marlas, Louis and Vivien
Martinaitis, Louis and Audra
Master, James

Matsukas, John and Ariadne
Mavrantonis, Stacy and Kiki
Mavroidis, Demetrios and Debra

13



THE DESERT MESSENGER

2009 Stewards and Contributors: Strengthened by Christ and His Church

Mavros, Michael and Debbie
McNear, Elizabeth
McPherson, Robert and Marie
Menegatos, James and Dana
Mezilson, Evangeline
Michelas, Michael

Miller, Mary

Millet, Jennie

Milonas, George and Eugenia
Miralles, Jean t

Mirich, Kyle and Melissa
Moffett, Todd and Eliopulos, Tina
Monoyudis, Jim and Julie
Montisano, Jon and Jennifer
Morgan, Brian and Adrienne
Moures, Michael and Maria
Mousiadis, Alexander
Mulopulos, George

Murnane, Sharon

Murphy, Karen and Terry
Murray, Christopher and George,
Veneta

Myers, Stella

Nadzan, Don and Athena
Neocleous, Plato

Newell, Eric and Devona
Newell, Ronald and Maria
Niarkos, Evgenia

Nichlas, Arthur

Nicholas, James and Myrna
Nicholas, John and Estella
Nickolson, Chloe

Nikitas, Rigas and Aphrodite
Nikolopoulos, Art and Roula
Nikolopoulos, Nick and Dimitra
Nikols, George and Christine
Nikols, Rita

O'Brien, Bill and Chris
Orlando, Alleck and Jennifer
Osborn, Pearl

Ostis, Sotirios

Ozun, Michelle

Panagopoulos, Konstantina
Pandelis, Cheryl

Pantos, James

Papas, Christian

Papas, Lou and Magaly

Papas, Peter and Rita

Pappas, Antonia

Pappas, Constantine and Karina
Pappas, Rita

Paschalis, Evangelos and Maria
Patinas, John and Monica
Payan, Luis and Eleni

Pearson, Jeff and Adrienne
Pelletier, Michael

Pendelton, Patricia

Pentogenis, Michael and Katherine
Peronis, Fay

Petersen, Todd and Diane
Peterson, Barbara

Petro, Aleko and Georgia
Philoppou, Demetrios and Luanne
Platis, Anna

Plentzas, Spiros and Ruth
Polimerou, Angeline

Poulos, Christine

Poulsen, Nicholas and Brenda
Pouridis, Kouli and Para
Prather, Moses

Prokopis, Chris and Ritsa
Prud'homme, Edwin and Pennye
Qeleshi, Elton and Ornela
Radosta, Athena

Raptis, Fr. Dean and Pres. Evonne
Repousis, Mary

Rifakes, John and Carol
Roberts, Sofia

Robison, Diane

Robison, Patricia

Rodes, Anne

Rodis, Dimitri and Jennifer
Rodis, Sofia

Ross, John and Georgia

Salon, Nick and Janelle
Salvarlis, Thomas

Santumo, Alfred and Tamarak
Savas, Christina

Savvas, Savva

Scott, Ann

Setian, Gary and Marie

Shinas, Maria

Sirhan, Michael and Imtisal
Skalkotos, Nikolas and Georgia
Skandros, Georgia

Skarlatos, Konstantinos
Skerbetz, Frank

Smith, Kathleen

Smith, Litza

Snow, Clifford and Christina
Snowden, Robert and Niki
Soper, Bobby and Maria
Sotira, Dhimitra

Sotira, George

Spanopoulos, Elias

Spanos, Dimitrios

Sparangis, Spyro and Helen
Sparkuhl, Alex and Antoinette
Spotti, Peter and Alexandra
Stamis, George and Effie
Stanford, Nennette
Stavropoulos, Bessie
Stavropoulos, Terry and Nikki
Stefanatos, Michael and Tami
Stefanatos-Hetzel, Joanne
Stephanos, Stanley and Aspasia
Stika, Arthur and Melinda
Stock, Helen

Stubberud, Peter and Laura
Struzas, Maria

Szukiewicz, Joseph
Szukiewicz, Joseph and Jennia
Tafoya, Steven and Irene
Tahiraj, Mirela

Takas, Andrea

Taxiarchos, Andrew and Alexandra
Taxiarchos, Sophia
Taxopoulos, Bobby and Marylou
Taxopoulos, Bryan

Taylor, Frederick T and Katherine
Spanos, Dimitrios

Sparangis, Spyro and Helen
Sparkuhl, Alex and Antoinette
Spotti, Peter and Alexandra
Stamis, George and Effie
Stanford, Nennette
Stavropoulos, Bessie
Stavropoulos, Terry and Nikki
Stefanatos, Michael and Tami
Stefanatos-Hetzel, Joanne
Stephanos, Stanley and Aspasia
Stika, Arthur and Melinda
Stock, Helen

Stubberud, Peter and Laura
Struzas, Maria

Szukiewicz, Joseph
Szukiewicz, Joseph and Jennia
Tafoya, Steven and Irene

Tahiraj, Mirela

Takas, Andrea

Taxiarchos, Andrew and Alexandra
Taxiarchos, Sophia
Taxopoulos, Bobby and Marylou
Taxopoulos, Bryan

Taylor, Frederick  and Katherine
Spanos, Dimitrios

Sparangis, Spyro and Helen
Sparkuhl, Alex and Antoinette
Spotti, Peter and Alexandra
Stamis, George and Effie
Stanford, Nennette
Stavropoulos, Bessie
Stavropoulos, Terry and Nikki
Stefanatos, Michael and Tami
Stefanatos-Hetzel, Joanne
Stephanos, Stanley and Aspasia
Stika, Arthur and Melinda
Stock, Helen

Stubberud, Peter and Laura
Struzas, Maria

Szukiewicz, Joseph
Szukiewicz, Joseph and Jennia
Tafoya, Steven and Irene
Tahiraj, Mirela

Takas, Andrea

Taxiarchos, Andrew and Alexandra
Taxiarchos, Sophia
Taxopoulos, Bobby and Marylou
Taxopoulos, Bryan

Taylor, Frederick t and Katherine
Teed, Charles

Theros, James

Thomas, Angie

Thompson, Maggy

Tourlis, Angelo and Betty
Touroutoglou, Nikolaos
Toutoulis, James and Anaid
Trebicka, Ardian

Triffon, Cathy

Tsarouhas, Maria

Tselikis, Nicholas and Jennifer
Tsiralidis, Kosmas and Katerina
Tsolis, George

Tsouras, Christopher and Diana
Tsouras, Helen

Tzelalis, Steve

Vasos, Maria

Vassiliadis, Athena

Vassiliadis, Spiros and Shiona
Vaughn, Craig and Sophia
Vavoukakis, Gus and Penelope
Vergos, Charles and Eve
Vervilos, James and Anna
Vinieratos, Aristotalis and
Spiridoula

Vino, Joseph and Christy
Vlahos, Alex and Iris

Walter, Vernon and Alice
Walters, Lane and Mary
Waters, Gary and Susan
Weisman, Phil and Diane
Wilkerson, Chuck and Kristina
Willey, Anthony

Williams, Anthony and Anna
Wilson, Clyde

Wilson, Kelly Caplanis

Wilson, Steven and Cleopatra
Wirtz, Athena

Womack, Karl

Womack, Kimberly

Wronski, Chuck

Xikis, Victoria

Zaferatos, Ted and Jackie
Zatiropoulos, John

Zander, Becky

Zarkos, Nick and Dina
Zarras, Nich and Chery
Zimmerman, Paul and Angela
Zoumboulis, James and Tina

In the Mirror (cont.)

Simply put, the
best place to see a
reflection of our inner
selves, is, well, reflection.
Taking the time to reflect
on ourselves, our lives, is
the best way to see what
we look like on the inside.
When 1 say “reflect,” I'm
talking about spending
time with the One who
knows us better than we
know ourselves.  When
we spend time with God,
He lets us know where
we're at in life and where
we need to go - either in
those peaceful moments,
or through other people,
or some other time. He
has already given us a
“road map” on how to live
our lives, and it’s called
the Bible, where we have
the greatest example of
what inner health looks
like, in the Gospel of Jesus
Christ. It seems so
simple, and yet we act like
it’s so difficult, but prayer
and Bible reading should
be part of our every day
life. Even if it’s just one
verse we read that day, we
still expose ourselves to a
little bit of God’s Word,
and a little bit of
reflection.

How many times
in the day do we look in
the mirror to see how
we're doing? . ..
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The Way of the Lord

OAl t hough we spe
| Churches by means of icons, the basis underlying the use
N of icons is far from being merely an aesthetic one. As a
Ohouse of Godd and a
| be rendered as beautiful as possible, especially in the
' interior, where the faithful gather for worship. But the
{ beauty of the Church must bear the impress of holiness;
| and the pleasure evoked by it must transcend that of
g mere aesthetic experience: it must be spiritual. This
8 premise of true iconography, clearly recognized by the
icon painters of Byzantium, was lost sight of by modern
naturalist painters of religious themes. The latter shifted their attention from the spiritual to the physical,
from the beauty that i1 s inner and I mp
~ Constantine Cavarnos, oOlconograp
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