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From oBut thanks be to God, Who i n Christ al way

Father Beloved in Christ:
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God the Father, and the communion o
John the Holy Spirit, be with all of you as we begin this new Ecclesiastical Year. By the grace of the

Trinitarian God our parish celebrates i&" Year of the Lordin worship, ministries, service
and fellowshipd and in just one month, o@ctober 1618 we will enjoy a weekend of remembering the past
and looking ahead to the future.

Although we are celebrating our B@nniversary, we are a young parish, relatively speaking, given
that the Greek Orthodox Christian Faith dates back to Pentecost Sufdhwt is, it is the Church that
Jesus Christ established through His Apostles 50 days after His Resurrection, as recorded in the secor
chapter inThe Acts of the ApostiEsvever, as America is still a young country (233 years old), a Golden
Anniversary is truly an occasion to joyfully commemorate, especially right here in the middle of the Mojave
Desert and in our city with its unique history!

For the past several months, we have included in the centerfdldeoDesert Messamgeteresting
and informative series on the history of our parish (by the way, we keep both past and current issues of th
DMon our website, so you have the opportunity to read the installments you might have missed). Whether
we have been in this parish for years or are newer members, all of us should marvel at how we miraculous
blossomed from our humble beginnings. As our Lord proved through the Cross, regardless of the mar
challenges and trials the faithful members of our parish had to surmount, the partnership of an unyielding
faith and Godds good grace allowed our communi t
with a dynamic spiritual family as well as a magnificent Church, impressive Community Center and
beautifully landscaped grounds that we all enjoy.

With the past defining us but admittedly behind us, it is imperative thatyinning now with the
new Ecclesiastical Year we aspire toward fresh goals and noble heights to achieve. In both our parish at
personal livesd and especially in this time of great economic, moral and spiritual challehges
Ecclesiastical Calendar beckons all of us during this month to approach our circumstances from the
perspective of the Cross, which is reverently processed and elevated before the faithful in Church on th
Feast ofthe Elevation of the Holy Cross on September 14Also on this feast we read these forceful and
everrelevant words of the Apostle Paur For t he word of the Cross I s
but to us who are being saved i t Beloged ivé @annptookdor o
the socalled wisdom of the world to pave our paths as Christians, and especially to explain or respond to
the many challenges we face. If we truly belong to Christ, then in all circumstances we muaitha/er
whatever is established and willed by God cannot be defeated by anyone or anything!

Looking therefore to the Lifgiving Cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, we must be confident that we are
al ways victors through Godds | ove. As we wil l ir
and continuously repent for our sins, and obediedtwen unto deatd face our trials and carry our crosses
with joy and gratitude, always mindful of our countless blessings, we can be assured that in all things we
will please God and find abundant Life in Him.

With love in Christ, T %
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WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Sundays: &5am Orthros ~ 100am Divine Liturgy
Church School follows Holy Communion (Beginning September 13)
9:30 am Divine Liturgy on Sunday of the Food Festival, September 20

Sunday, September &I3th of Matthew/Miracle of Monday, September 14F/evation of the Holy and
Archangel Michael at Colassae/Martyr Calodote Life-Giving Cross (Strict Fast)

Orthros: Tone Four 8:00 am Orthros ~ Procession of Cross at Doxology
Resurrection Gospel (Orthros): Mark 18:1 9:00 am Divine Liturgy

Epistle: 1 Corinthians 16:23 Epistle: 1 Corinthians 1:28

Gospel: Matthew 21:3® Gospel: John 1914, 120, 2528, 30

Tuesday, September 8Vativity of the Theotokos  Sunday, September 2Bunday after the Elevation/
8:00 am Orthros Great Martyr Efsthathios

9:00 am Divine Liturgy 8:30 am Orthros ~ 9:30 am Divine Liturgy

Epistle: Philippians 2:31 Orthros: Tone Six (Second Plagal)

Gospel: Luke 10:3®; 11:228 Resurrection Gospel: Luke 24:2

Epistle: Galatians 2:48)

Sunday, September 13unaay before the Gospel: Mark 8:388; 9:1

Elevation of the Holy Cross/Martyr Cornelius

Orthros: Tone Five (First Plagal) Sunday, September 2st Sunday of Luke/
Resurrection Gospel (Orthros): Mark 160 Martyr Kallistratos & His Companions
Epistle: Galatians 6:18 Orthros: Tone Seven (Grave)
Gospel: John 3:13F Resurrection Gospel (Orthros): Luke 2433
Blessing of Water for New School Year Epistle: 2 Corinthians 60
1st Day of Church School Classes Gospel: Luke 511

SUNDAY SCHEDULE

September 6
Ushers: George Nikols, Gary Waters, John Karas, Angela Coutris,
Peter Papas and Pete Kypreos
Fellowship: Orthodox Family Fellowship

September 13

Ushers: Marina Adamy, Spiros Filios, William Carrico, Sam Koutsulis, George Kakavulias and Georgg Nikols
Memorial: Peter G. Kelesis (40 days).

Fellowship: Philoptochos ~ Sunday of the Cross ~ Benefits Holy Cross Seminary

September 20
Ushers: Entire Parish Council
Fellowship: No Fellowship ~ Greek Food Festival

September 27
Ushers: William Carrico, Sam Koutsulis, George Kakavulias, George Nikols, Spiros Filios and MarinajAdamy
Fellowship: Eleni Kakavulias and Family to Benefit the Iconography Fund

Six Classes on the Orthodox Faith

For inquirers, catechumens and Orthodox Chrlstlans, who want to know more about the arffient, .
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2009 Thurs, Sept 17t

5PM - 10PM
LasVegas Fri, Sept 18
M(K 3PM - 10PM
?O? Sat, Sept 19t
NOON-11PM
F€$T Vh Sun, Sept 20t
NOON-10PM

www.lasvegasgreekfestival.com

A Family Oriented Fun Fvent

FREE SHUTTLE BUS PICK-UP & DROP-OFF POINT

* Live Music
. . FLAMINGO
* Greek Cuisine TROPICANA
* Greek Pastr HACIENDA NO PARKING
. Y e FREE §m § .
Tour Our Magnificent Preee |2 HosemaL Z|MESA 55 FESTIVAL
Byzantine Church PkUP & |2 DIABLO & £ £ GROUNDS
DROP-OFF SANTA > < %)
* Kid’s Fun Park ~ @ [HEwmlf S B A
DEWEY 5 - S| N
* Greek Folk Dance RUSSELL
Demonstrations I @ MAP NOT TO SCALE |

Free Parking & Shuttle

Free parking south of Spring Valley
Hospital...Free shuttle buses will be
Running every 15 minutes to and
from the Festival Grounds. See Map

(No Pets Allowed)

Volunteers Needed Please see Demetri Asim or
Dianne Bacon during Fellowship on Sunday!
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37th Annual Greek Food Festival ~ September 17 -

The time ishere! Our 37th Annual Food Festival neegsu/ Your
Church needseveryoneto step up. Please help seiffle tickemnd coupon
booksvolunteeto work one or more shifts, help us witetting ughe Food
Festival grounds Monday through Wednesd&gptember 1416

Also, join us for an enjoyable time as we finish baking pastries
preparing food items needed for the Festival. This is a great opportunit]
fellowship and supporting the Lord's work.

Ly

1 Diples: Wednesday, September 2; Saturday, September | p,
Wednesday, September 9. All days at 9:00 am
1 Tzatziki Sauceand Salad Dressing Tuesday, September 15. Times| tp

be announced.

1 Souviaki Preparations Monday, September 14 at 10.30 am, Tuesday/ -
Wednesday, September 136 at 9:00 am. iralB I B
There will be two more meetings. A general meeting will be held on _Chanters/Youth Choir:

Wednesday, September 2 at 6.30 p/mand amandatory booth captair
meeting on7uesday, September 15 at 6.30 pon the Festival groundpg.
Gary Waters will be reviewing health procedures and the core committe
be available to answer any last minute questions.

Your brother in ChristJohn G. Karas, Chairman
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Welcome back, ladies! | hope you all had a
and relaxing summer and am ready to get back into
swing of things. We start this new season with a ng
board and plenty of enthusiasm.
Meeting will be Tuesday, September,Zand our first General Meeting wil
take place onfuesday, September 8 at 6.15 pmWe will be doing a short

Philoptochos
News

20 Administrative Assistant

land

ill

Our first Boafd

ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST
GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH

5300S. El Camino Rd.
Las Vegas, NV 89118

Rev. Father John Hondros
Karen Rawlinson

Maria Kakavulias
Business Administrator

Janice Leavitt
Facilities and Catering Manager

Office Hours
Monday- Friday
9:00am- 5:00 pm

forTelephone:(702) 2218245
FAX: (702) 2219167
E-mail:

9 7]‘ -
frjohn@vegasgreekorthodox.corll

Website: vegasgreekorthodox.co
Parish Council: Peter Kypreos
Philoptochos: April Karalis

Presvytera Maria Hondros

Church School:
Eileen Koutsulis

Altar Servers:
Sam Koutsulis

Stewardship Committee:

John Karas
afe Hellenic Historical Society:
he Nitsa Filios
W Senior GOYA:
Effie Lekar and Eileen Koutsulis
Junior GOYA:

Tami Stefanatos
Tammy Chomakos

ohands ond6 project at the end of t hgorEmp@IGYL | N¢§ a
children patients at UMC. The ohandlenifegOramio pr pj e «
rewarding experience and | invite all of you to participate. SR L
Thank you to the ladies who participated in the Panagia Fellowshig on 3?";10""”( Fg‘f}‘"y Fg't'O;NShitP:
Saturday, August 15 in honor of our Patron Saint; your hard work is greatly™ < oo o o Sietanaios
appreciated. Philoptochos will also be hosting the Fellowship for the Holy TE‘?”“‘ W2
. . . . ileen Koutsulis
Cross onSunaay, September ]13vhich benefits our seminarians. Plears.eO thodox C ion Las V.
speak to Diane Weisman if you are interested in helping. _ e oﬁngggeégﬁgisas e
Last but not least, it's Festival time again, and | look forward to se¢ing E _
orerunners:
you there onSeptember 18 20! Ruth Plentzas
Yours in ChristApril Karalis and the Philoptochos Board Greek Folk Dance:
Tina Liaos, Chair
] Bessie Stayropoulos, Dir.ector
oConfession from a moral st andpiRdxdoksoel S| t h
of the Church to society. The spiritual father is the moral Costa Frangaids
physician of society. 6| &Y gEER ar |
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Preside i;restiggs to alll Now that Father John is back, | will be going away for two
weeps; not one month, just two weeks.

Column Letds all continue to work hard so t
Festivalsever/1 t t akes everyoneds effort to do

corner onSeptember 19 20, if you can volunteer in any way, please contact the Church Office.

Please remember to mark your calen

dars for the weeketiober 168 18 Our community will

celebrate an exciting and important milestone, ouf Boniversary! We will honor and remember our past

while looking forward to our future.

Peter Kypreos, Parish Council President

Financial Status for Months of June and July 2009
Beginning Balance Balances Balances

Bank Accounts as of 5.31.09 Income Expenses as of 6.30.2009 Income Expenses as of 7.31.09
General Operating $31,442.86 $55,499.11 $54,944.33 $31,997.64 $37,043.96* $59,854.74 $9,186.86
Building/Maintenance $9,750.97 $1.71 $9,752.68 $571.69 $10,324.37
Community/Education Ctr $29,419.97 $9,240.00 $11,813.85 $26,846.12 $2,910.00 $17,334.37* $12,421.75
Construction (Loan Paymts$15,249.22 $5,559.10 $9,690.12 $5,565.34 $4,124.78
Food Festival $7,618.59 $5,680.00 $959.87 $12,338.72 $8,858.00  $9,588.37 $11,608.35
Icon Money Market $10,246.41 $11,438.64 $37.00 $26,648.05 $6,394.90 $1,437.00 $26,605.95
Library Checking $17,466.11 $8,581.39 $26,047.50 $4.43 $26,051.93
*Transferred $16,000 from Community & Education Ctr. to General Operating to cover operating costs.
Construction Loan $697,197.42 $695,624.79 $693,928.10
Revolving Line of Credit  $72,832.98 $72,832.98 $72,832.98

Orthodox Connection Las Vegas

After a brief su
forward to gathering together and supporti

Forerunners ~

i 9§ SENOEs.al St {obr i1 Bangist

N9 Please join us in volunteering for the Greek Food

St. John Church for the Annual Greek Fgodtestival: We have been assured that the Forerunners will

Festival September 120. In lieu of our ow
gettogether for September, we encourage
Orthodox Connection (OCLV) members
volunteer their time to work and support th
Church at the Best Greek Food Festival in
Nation! Thank you and see you there!
Angela Coutris (702) 4972529
evangeliaO7@gmail.com

N be given jobs inside and out of the heat! Please check
allith Demetri Asim.
[o Our first gathering of the new Ecclesiastical Year
€ will be on Tuesday, September 29 at 11.30 amPanos
thedall. As usual we will enjoy good food and fellowship;
please look to the Weekly Bulletin for more details.
Keep safe and healthy, and God bless you.

Ruth Plentzas (702) 2210989
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Nick Efthimios

Ss. Joachim & Annd

John A. Pantinas and Monica Culp on June 13, 2009 at St. lakovos, Valpara

Fallen Asleep in the Lord: Eternal Memory
Peter G. Kelesis on August 5, 2009. Funeral on August 10.
Spiros G. Maliagros on August 19, 2009. Funeral on August 25.

Our Community Registry
Marriage: Na Zisete!

SO, IN.
Sponsor: Angelo Stath.

Melisaratos and Sophia Taxiarchos on June 27, 2009.
Sponsor: Paraskevi Drakatou.
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Orthodox Bookstore

Hello from the Bookstore!

First of all, I would like to officially welcome Matthew Castillo to the staff of the Bookstore. Mafthew
has been attending our parish of Saint John the Baptist for over a year now. He was not raised Orthpdox, t
quickly converted when he discovered the True Faith of God here on Earth, which is Orthodoxy. | Pleas
wel come Matthew and join me in thanking him flor

This month, please take a look at a book which highlights the lives and teachings of conteqporan
elders of Greecdrecious Vessels of the HalyTheisi holy monks lived a spiritual life and waged war adainst
the passions and became fragrant with the Holy Spirit, as evident in their writings and counsels.

The following are two excerpts from Elder Amphilochios of Patmos:

oConsider all people to be greater than yopur :
always think that each person has the same destination as we do. Through the grace of God | casider all
greater than myself. o

0The spiritual |l ife has great joys. You flly &
become a child and God |ives in your heart. o

Please stop by our booth at the Greek Food Festival!

Until next month, God willing ~ ICXC NIKA, Costa Frangakis, Director

The 2009 Summer Church Musicians Conference took place the weekend of 2&1én26
Cardiff—by—theSea, CA. The conference and business meeting was hosted by the Choir of S
Constantine and Hel en. Our Choir Director, Fay
delegates.

The business meeting began with the election of a new Board for the Choir Federation: Kath
Loukatos Meck (St. Spyridon, San Diego) waslexted as President and Liz Levy (Resurrection, Castro
Valley) was voted in as new Vig&esident.

There will be a change for the Winter Business Meeting; this meeting will coincide with the Folk
Dance Festival in San Jose, CA on Januaty,12010. The Summer Choir Conference will be hosted by St.
Demetrios of Tucson, AZ at the end of June 2010.

During the weekend of our Choir Conference, we were honored to sing under the direction of Nea
Desby, son of the late Dr. Frank Desby; it was an awesome experience. We believe the CD for this confere
will be excellent.

The activities included great fasppropriate dishes prepared by the senior group of the host parish, a
banquet at the Marriott and a special treat, visiting the USS Midway carrier based in San Diego. We dine
under the stars on the top deck of the ship.

It was wonderful to meet old and new friends; the fellowship was great.

Victoria Xikis, Adult Choir Delegate

é J) Notes from the Loft

Prepei na magete EIIl hni kKa'!
GREEK LANGUAGE CLASSES BEGIN SOON . .. HAVE YOU REGISTERED?
Youth Classes start Wednesday, September 23, 4:36:00 pm
Adult Class starts Friday, September 25, 6:007:30 pm
Classes held at St. John the Baptist Community and Education Center
Registration Forms available at the Church Office

Tuition: $220 per student (please register and pay by the extended deadline of Septemmber
For more information, please contact Thymios Carabas at (702) 88840 orthymios.carabas@csn.edl

~
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THE 50" ANNIVERSARY l; OUR GOLDEN HERITAGE

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS:

Friday, October 16, 200200 PM

HISTORICAL LECTUHRES IN THE CHURCH
Greek Orthod@dyr. John Hondros
Byzantine Architecéi@arist Kamages, Architect
IconograpByishop llia Katre

COCKTAILSaNnD MEZETHES
PICTORIAL CHRONOLOGICAL HISTORY OF ST. JOHN
WORLD ODYSSEY EXHIBI

Saturday, October 17, 260 PM

GREAT VESPERS\D ARTOCLASIAS PM
COCKTAILS 6:30 PM
GREEK VILLAGE FEASAND DANCING TO THE OLYMPIANS:30 PM

Sunday, October 18, 20000 AM

HIERARCHICAL DIVINE LITURGYanD MEMORIAL SERVICE
CHAMPAGNE BRUNCH

Rena Kalkas, Chairman, 50 Anniversary Committee

[/ Y™
=ee—=
In preparation for the S0 Anniversary Celebration of St. John the Baptist, The Hellenic Historica
Society is creating two wonderful and informative displays:
A Pictorial Chronological History of our Greek Orthodox Church Community

The World Odyssey Exhibit, tracing the journeys of our parishioners from their
birthplace to Las Vegas

These displays will be unveiled émwaday, October 16t the first of 3 events of the weekend being
planned by the 50th Anniversary Committé&/e look forward to your participation!

Nitsa Filios, President, Hellenic Historical Society
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TO COMMEMORATE OUR 50TH ANNIVERSARY

A HISTORY OF ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST
GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH
LAS VEGAS, NEVADA

Part VI of VII

CONSECRATION

In the summer of 2004, at the urging of Fr. John, the
community began planning the consecration of the
church. Because Metropolitan Anthony was planning
his retirement in September of 2005, the consecration
was planned to take place the beginning of June of
t hat year i n order to
participation. Who was to know that we would lose
our beloved Metropolitan Anthony on Christmas
Day, 20047

The weekend of Juné"and %', 2005, the Parish of

St. John celebrated the consecration of its beloved
church. Analogous to the baptism of a child, the
consecration involves the adornment of the church
building with new ecclesiastical furnishings and the
anointing with chrism of the altar and building

interior.  After consecration, which dedicates the
church to God, the building can be used for no other
purpose. Celebrating the services with us was our
new Metropolitan, Gerasimos, whose patient

explanation of the proceedings as they unfolded,
made this oncin-alifetime event so much more
meaningful.

Emi nenceds

THE REWARDS OF GREEK CUISINE

Thirty-six years of Greek Food Festivals have seen the
parish of St. John the Baptist serve to nearly half a
million people, an estimated 400,000 pieces of
souvlaki, chicken, lamb, pastitsio and moussaka,
40,000 pounds of feta cheese, 500,000 kalamaria,
500,000 pieces of baklava, 400,000 loukoumathes,
many groves of Kalamata olives, and a river of
wi neé OPA! Attended and

and neighbors in the Las Vegas Community at large,

S

the Food Festivals have generated income essential to

the completion of the church complex and vital to the
economic survival of the parish. For a total cost of
$7.5 million, the community has been ultimately
rewarded with (in our humble opinion) the most
beautiful Greek Orthodox Church and Community
Center in the Metropolis of San Francisco.




