
The Desert  Messenger 
“Behold, I send My messenger before Your Face, who shall prepare Your way...” (Matthew 11:10)  

Beloved in Christ: 
 Throughout the glorious months of summer, our Lord and His Holy Orthodox Church 
never take a break from us, even as we are inclined to retreat from our normal routines – 
including our liturgical worship – whenever the opportunity arises to escape and enjoy the 
beauty of God‟s creation.  For our spiritual health, during the month of July we should take note 

of the array of saints that are commemorated on our Church calendar, and in August the period of fasting as 
well as the major feasts honoring Jesus Christ and His Holy Mother, the Theotokos. 

In particular, the last major feast of the Ecclesiastical Year – the Dormition (Kimisis) of the 
Theotokos, celebrated on August 15 – is preceded by a two-week period of fasting.  In addition to the 
strictness of the fast (with the exception of the Feast of Our Savior‟s Transfiguration on August 6), the 
liturgical calendar beckons the faithful to gather in Church to chant the beautifully melodic canon of the 
Paraklesis (Supplication Service) to the Virgin Mary. 

Although this intercessory service can be sung any time of the year, particularly in times of 
tribulation and sorrow of soul, the hymns during this period not only reflect on Mary‟s crucial role in our 
salvation and her favor before her Son and our God, but also provide a glimpse into the Feast of the 
Dormition – which is most helpful, given that the basis for its celebration is nowhere to be found in the 
canonical Scriptures, but rather is rooted in Holy Tradition.  In one of the final hymns, we chant:  “O You 
Apostles from far off, being gathered together in the village of Gethsemane, lay my body in burial, and You, my Son, and my God, 
receive now my spirit from me.” 

In life and death, our Lord never abandons those who love Him.  At His Crucifixion on the Cross, 
Christ commended Mary to the Apostle and Evangelist John, and this disciple to His Mother – “And from 
that hour the disciple took her to his own home.” (John 19:26-27)  While the Apostle kept her in his care 
and she looked after him (and all the Apostles as well as the entire Church) as her own, her soul longed to be 
reunited with Jesus.  Answering her prayer Christ revealed to the Theotokos that her time to depart this life 
had come, that she would soon join Him and, as an assurance of His word, He gave her a flowering branch 
from Paradise, which on waking from that glorious dream she showed to the Apostle John. 

Shortly after, the other Apostles were carried on clouds from all corners of the earth to Gethsemane, 
where they gathered for her falling asleep and burial, with John leading the funeral procession to her tomb 
carrying the heavenly branch.  By divine plan, the Apostle Thomas was not present for the burial and arrived 
on the third day.  Showing compassion for the grief-stricken Thomas, the Holy Apostles brought him to the 
tomb of the Theotokos and, after rolling away the stone, all witnessed that the Mother of God was not there 
– only her fragrant burial clothes remained, which they reverenced as a holy relic.  Later that day, the Holy 
Theotokos appeared to them in her glory, surrounded by a host of angels.  From that time on, the Apostles 
preached and the Orthodox Church has upheld, through oral Tradition and not in dogma, that Mary did not 
experience corruption even in death, but had been raised in glory on the third day. 

For fifty years as a parish our Lord has never left us, nor has the Blessed Virgin ceased interceding for 
us:  Let us then, personally and as a community, remain close to Him during these summer months, whether 
near or far from our home parish – gathering together often with our fellow Orthodox Christians and 
offering Him all glory, honor and worship, through the prayers of the Theotokos and all the Saints. 

Love in Christ, 

St. John the Baptist Greek Orthodox Church, Las Vegas, NV Volume 7, Issue 7  July/August 2009 

From  
Father 
John 



2 

The Desert Messenger 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
Sundays:  8:45 am Orthros ~ 10:00 am Divine Liturgy  

JULY 
 
Sunday, July 5/4th of Matthew/St. Kyprianos 
Orthros:  Tone Three 
Resurrection Gospel (Orthros):  Luke 24:1-12 
Epistle:  Galatians 5:22-26; 6:1-2 
Gospel:  Matthew 8:5-13 
 
Sunday, July 12/5th of Matthew/St. Proclos 
Orthros:  Tone Four 
Resurrection Gospel (Orthros):  Luke 24:13-25 
Epistle:  Romans 10:1-10 
Gospel:  Matthew 8:28-34; 9:1 
 
Sunday, July 19/Holy Fathers of the 4th Synod 
Orthros:  Tone Five (First Plagal) 
Resurrection Gospel:  Luke 24:36-53 
Epistle:  Titus 3:8-15 
Gospel:  Matthew 5:14-19 
 
Monday, July 20/Holy Prophet Elias 
8:00 am  Orthros ~ 9:00 am  Divine Liturgy 
Epistle:  James 5:10-20 
Gospel:  Luke 4:22-30 
 
Sunday, July 26/7th of Matthew/St. Paraskevi 
Orthros:  Tone Six (Second Plagal) 
Resurrection Gospel (Orthros):  John 20:1-10 
Epistle:  Galatians 3:23-29; 4:1-5 
Gospel:  Matthew 9:27-35 
 
Monday, July 27/Holy Martyr Panteleimon 
8:00 am  Orthros ~ 9:00 am  Divine Liturgy 
Epistle:  2 Timothy 2:1-10 
Gospel:  Luke 21:12-19 
Artoclasia (Blessing of Five Loaves) follows Liturgy 
 

AUGUST 
 

Fast of the Dormition ~ August 1-14 
 
Sunday, August 2/8th of Matthew/St. Stephen  
Orthros:  Tone Seven (Grave) 
Resurrection Gospel (Orthros):  John 20:11-18 
Epistle:  1 Corinthians 1:10-17 
Gospel:  Matthew 14:14-22 
 
Monday, August 3 
6:00 pm  Paraklesis to the Theotokos 
 
Wednesday, August 5 
6:00 pm  Great Vespers of the Transfiguration 
 

Thursday, August 6/Transfiguration of Jesus Christ 
8:00 am  Orthros ~ 9:00 am  Divine Liturgy 
Epistle:  2 Peter 1:10-19 
Gospel:  Matthew 17:1-9 
Blessing of Grapes follows Liturgy 
 
Friday, August 7 
6:00 pm  Paraklesis to the Theotokos 
 
Sunday, August 9/9th of Matthew/Apostle Matthias 
Orthros:  Tone Eight (Fourth Plagal) 
Resurrection Gospel (Orthros):  John 20:19-31 
Epistle:  1 Corinthians 3:9-17 
Gospel:  Matthew 14:22-34 
 
Monday, August 10 
6:00 pm  Paraklesis to the Theotokos 
 
Wednesday, August 12 
6:00 pm  Paraklesis to the Theotokos 
 
Friday, August 14 
6:00 pm  Great Vespers of the Dormition 
 
Saturday, August 15/Dormition of the Theotokos 
8:00 am  Orthros ~ 9:00 am  Divine Liturgy 
Epistle:  Philippians 2:5-11 
Gospel:  Luke 10:38-42; 11:27-28 
Artoclasia (Blessing of Five Loaves) follows Liturgy 
 
Sunday, August 16/10th of Matthew/Holy Napkin 
Orthros:  Tone One 
Resurrection Gospel (Orthros):  John 21:1-14 
Epistle:  1 Corinthians 4:9-16 
Gospel:  Matthew 17:14-23 
 
Sunday, August 23/11th of Matthew/St. Irenaeos 
Orthros:  Tone Two 
Resurrection Gospel (Orthros):  John 21:14-25 
Epistle:  1 Corinthians 9:2-12 
Gospel:  Matthew 18:23-35 
 
Saturday, August 29/Beheading of the Forerunner 
8:00 am  Orthros ~ 9:00 am  Divine Liturgy  
Epistle:  Acts 13:25-32 
Gospel:  Mark 6:14-30 
 
Sunday, August 30/12th of Matthew/St. Alexander 
Orthros:  Tone Three 
Resurrection Gospel (Orthros):  Matthew 28:16-20 
Epistle:  1 Corinthians 15:1-11 
Gospel:  Matthew 19:16-24 
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ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST 

GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH 
 

5300 S. El Camino Rd. 

Las Vegas, NV 89118 
 

Rev. Father John Hondros 
 

Karen Rawlinson 

Administrative Assistant 
 

Maria Kakavulias 

 Business Administrator 
 

Janice Leavitt 

Facilities and Catering Manager 
 

Office Hours 
Monday - Friday   

9:00 am - 5:00 pm 
 

Telephone: (702) 221-8245 

FAX: (702) 221-9167 

E-mail: 

frjohn@vegasgreekorthodox.com 

Website: vegasgreekorthodox.com 
 

Parish Council: Peter Kypreos 
 

Philoptochos:  April Karalis 
 

Choir: Faye Brown 
 

Chanters/Youth Choir: 

Presvytera Maria Hondros 
 

Church School:  

Eileen Koutsulis 
 

Altar Servers: 

Sam Koutsulis  
 

Stewardship Committee: 

John Karas 
 

Hellenic Historical Society: 

Nitsa Filios 
 

Senior GOYA: 

Effie Lekar and Eileen Koutsulis 
 

Junior GOYA: 

Tami Stefanatos 

Tammy Chomakos 
 

HOPE and JOY: 

Jennifer Orlando  

Sharon Katsaros  
 

Orthodox Family Fellowship: 

Michael and Tami Stefanatos 
 

Youth Ministries:  

Eileen Koutsulis 
 

Orthodox Connection Las Vegas:  

Angela Coutris 
 

Forerunners:   

Ruth Plentzas 
 

Greek Folk Dance:   

Tina Liaos, Chair 

Bessie Stavropoulos, Director 
 

Orthodox Bookstore:  

Costa Frangakis 
 

50th Anniversary Celebration:  

Rena Kalkas 

SUNDAY SCHEDULE 
 

July 5  
Ushers:  George Kakavulias, William Carrico, John Karas, Sam Koutsulis, 

Angela Coutris and George Nikols  
Fellowship:  Folk Dance Group  

 
July 12  

Ushers:  Sam Koutsulis, Peter Kypreos, Spiros Filios, Marina Adamy,  
Peter Papas and George Bochanis   

Fellowship:  Orthodox Family Fellowship  
 

July 19  
Ushers:  John Karas, George Bochanis, Peter Papas, Peter Kypreos,  

Gary Waters and William Carrico 
Fellowship:  50th Anniversary Fundraiser  

 
July 26  

Ushers:  Spiros Filios, Gary Waters, George Kakavulias, George Nikols, 
Angela Coutris and Marina Adamy 

Fellowship:  Eleni Kakavulias and Family to Benefit Iconography Fund 
 

August 2 
Ushers:  George Nikols, Gary Waters, John Karas, Angela Coutris,  

Peter Papas and Pete Kypreos  
Fellowship:  Orthodox Family Fellowship  

 
August 9 

Ushers:  George Bochanis, Spiros Filios, William Carrico, Sam Koutsulis, 
George Kakavulias and George Nikols 

Fellowship:  Folk Dance Group  
 

August  16 
Ushers:  Marina Adamy, Sam Koutsulis, Peter Papas, George Bochanis, 

Spiros Filios and Angela Coutris  
Fellowship:  Panigyri (‟Greek Picnic‟), Sponsored by Tzelalis Family  

 
August 23 

Ushers:  George Kakavulias, Pete Kypreos, William Carrico, Sam Koutsulis, 
John Karas and George Nikols 

Fellowship:  Eleni Kakavulias and Family to Benefit Iconography Fund 
 

August 30 
Ushers:  Angela Coutris, Peter Papas, John Karas, Marina Adamy,  

Gary Waters and Spiros Filios  
Fellowship:  Pan-Arcadians to Benefit Iconography Fund  

Orthodox Connection Las Vegas 
 
OCLV will be having a movie night out on Friday, July 24.  The movie 

and time will be determined by requests; please call Alexia with your movie 
of choice.  OCLV is a Pan-Orthodox ministry sponsored by St. John.  Those in 
their 20s, 30s and 40s are welcome to attend.  For more information contact 
Alexia Chandrinos at (702) 336-0571 or LEXIE142009@hotmail.com.   

mailto:LEXIE142009@hotmail.com


4 

The Desert Messenger 

  

 Please remember that our 37th Annual Food Festival is on September 17-20.  I 
want to encourage everyone to come and be a part of this great tradition that has become a 
welcomed event in the Las Vegas Valley.  If you can bake or wish to share any of your 
other talents, please come and help!   

Have a safe and healthy summer and we will see you in Church!  
 Peter Kypreos, Parish Council President  

Financial Status for Month of May 2009 
 
    Beginning Balance       Internal Bank Transfers  Balances 
Bank Accounts  as of 4.30.09 Income  Expenses Transfers In Transfers Out as of 5.31.09  
General Operating  $52,290.58 $36,163.60 $57,011.32      $31,442.86 
Building/Maintenance $10,724.32 $1.65   $975.00              $9,750.97 
Community/Education Ctr $6,844.33  $30,289.09 $7,713.45       $29,419.97 
Construction (Loan Paymts) $20,863.12   $5,613.90        $15,249.22 
Food Festival  $1,603.59  $6,015.00         $7,618.59 
Icon Money Market $10,507.30 $776.11  $1,037.00       $10,246.41 
Library Checking  $17,463.33 $2.78           $17,466.11 
              
Construction Loan  $699,899.22             $697,197.42 
Revolving Line of Credit $72,832.98             $72,832.98 

 Hello!   As the newly-elected president of Philoptochos, I would first like to 
thank the outgoing President, Amalia Dominguez, and her Board for their tireless service 
and commitment over the last two years.  Along with my new Board, I am excitedly 
looking forward to the next chapter of Philoptochos.  Over the years Philoptochos has 

positively impacted our community on many levels, and with God‟s grace we shall continue to do so.   I would 
like to invite any ladies in our parish who don‟t already belong to please join us and I look forward to seeing 
those of you who are current members as well.   

Please mark your calendars for Saturday, August 15 for the Fellowship of Panagia and Tuesday, 
September 8, for our first General Meeting.   Have a safe and blessed summer!  
 April Karalis and the Philoptochos Board  

50th Anniversary:  „Our Golden Heritage‟ ~ October 16, 17 and 18, 2009 
 
 The committee is working diligently and joyfully to present three wonderful days of celebration for 
the 50th Anniversary of our beloved St. John the Baptist Greek Orthodox Church and Community!  We 
welcome your support. 
  
 Friday, October 16 

An Evening of Historical Lectures followed by 
Cocktails and Mezethes for the Opening of the 
* World Odyssey and * Hellenic Historical Society Presentations 
 
Saturday, October 17 
Great Vespers with His Eminence Metropolitan Gerasimos followed by 
* A Great Greek Village Feast and * Dancing to the “Olympians” 
 
Sunday, October 18 
Orthros and Hierarchical Divine Liturgy with His Eminence Metropolitan Gerasimos followed by a 
* Big Fat Greek Brunch 
 
If you have any questions, please call me at (702) 367-1772. 

 Rena Kalkas, Chairwoman, 50th Anniversary Committee  

President‟s 
Column 

Philoptochos 
News 
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GREEK LANGUAGE REGISTRATION FORM 2009-10  
 

 Beginning Wednesday, September 23 and Friday, September 25, 2009  
Ending the first week of June, 2010 

 

  Offered at St. John the Baptist Greek Orthodox Church 
5300 S. El Camino Road Las Vegas NV 89118   

 

For more information, please contact Thymios Carabas at (702) 889-9840 or thymios.carabas@csn.edu,  
or the Church Office at (702) 221-8245 

 

Youth Classes on Wednesday 4:30 - 6:00 pm  
(from 5 years old as of 1st Class) 

 

 Level of enrollment to be determined by teacher 
 

 Adult Class on Friday  6:00 - 7:30 pm 
(from 16 years old)  

 

Class Size is limited: Students will be accepted on first come, first serve basis 
Tuition: $220 per student (payable at registration) 

 

  Please complete one registration form for each student, print clearly,  
and submit form and payment to the Church Office by August 14! 

 
 ************************************************************************ 

 

Student Name ____________________________________________________________ 
 

  

Address ________________________________________________  City/Zip _____________________ 
 

  

Email ________________________________________  Cell Phone ___________________ 
 

  

Mother‟s Name (if under 18) _________________________________________________ 
 

  

 Home Telephone __________________  Work/Cell Phone______________________ 
 

  

Father‟s Name (if under 18) _________________________________________________ 
  

 

Home Telephone __________________ Work/Cell Phone______________________ 
 

  

Adult (Y/N) ____  If Minor, Age ____  Grade _____  Last Greek Class Level ______ 

 
No Classes on the following dates:   

Thanksgiving - November 25 & 27, 2009; Christmas - December 23 & 25, 2009; 
Theophany - January 6 & 8, 2010; Holy Week - March 31 & April 2, 2010 
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Our Community Registry  
 

Baptized into Christ:  Na Mas Zisi!  
 

Sophie, daughter of Richard and Marianthi Barney, on May 24, 2009.   
Godparents:  George and Susan Lambros. 

 
Elizabeth (Tracy) Consales on June 6, 2009 (Adult Baptism).  

Godparent:  Evangelia Coutris. 
 

Valentina (Francesca), daughter of Valentin and Corina Calancea on June 13, 2009. 
Godparents:  Sergiu Perju and Ana Palancia.   

 
Alexandros (Xander), son of Christopher and Kary Chomakos on June 16, 2009.  

Godparent:  Tamara Chomakos. 
 

Chrismation:  
 

Emanuel (Victor) Esqueda on June 7, 2009.  
Sponsors:  Athanasios Stika and Angela Hernquist.  

 
Marriage:  Na Zisete!  

 
Wondwossen Mekonnen and Aynalem Alula on May 23, 2009.  

Sponsor:  Yonatan Alula. 
 
 

Fallen Asleep in the Lord:  Eternal Memory 
 

Christie M. Brilis on May 18, 2009.  Funeral on May 26. 
 

Tess Mazzetti on June 4, 2009.  Funeral on June 10.   

Orthodox Bookstore 
 

Hello from the Bookstore!  This month we are featuring Monastic Wisdom: The Letters of Elder Joseph the 
Hesychast. Elder Joseph, who lived on the Holy Mountain, was the Spiritual Father to Elder Ephraim who is 
now at Saint Anthony‟s Monastery in Arizona.  The book is comprised of letters written by Elder Joseph 
regarding the spiritual life and the demonic warfare; it is a great insight into the true struggle that each one of 
us faces against our unseen enemies. 
     Here is a brief excerpt from the 6th letter:  “During times of affliction, do not seek human consolation, so that God 
may console you.  The bridge we must all cross is to forgive the transgressions of others.  However, if you don‟t forgive them, you 
destroy the bridge that you should have crossed.  So become a good model and example to the others through your good and God-
pleasing deeds, and do not wish to defeat everyone with your words. 
 “Do not think that you will find rest when you speak out seeking justice for yourself.  Justice is to endure with bravery the 
temptation that comes so that you emerge victorious, whether or not you were at fault.  But if you say, „But why?‟ you are fighting 
against God Who sent the afflictions because of your passionate condition. God disciplines us so that we may reach dispassion.  
Thus, if you do not endure it, truly you are fighting against God.” 
      And another from the 18th letter:  “ . . . I conquered Satan himself along with all his army, skill, and cunning.   Having 
shackled him through humility, I asked him.  „Why do you have so much rage toward us and fight us with so much fury?‟  And he 
answered, „So that I may have many companions in Hades, and brag to the Nazarene, I am not the only transgressor- see how many 
others are with me!‟” 

Though the letters in this book are written to monastics, there is some spiritual benefit for all of us, 
even if we are not monks and nuns. 

Until next month (GW) ~ ICXC NIKA, Costa Frangakis, Director  
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Forerunners ~ The Seniors of St. John the Baptist 
 
 On June 9, we held our final get-together for the season and what an enjoyable time we had.  Our 
delicious lunch was prepared by Yassou Greek Grill; we held a raffle and had door prizes as well.  The Happy 
Hoofers entertained us with dancing, singing and lots of humor for over an hour!  
 Our final collection of school supplies and personal hygiene products has been delivered to the Nevada 
Partnership for Homeless Youth.  As you well know, homelessness and hunger do not take a vacation, so from 
time to time throughout the summer, could you set aside a few things for the kids?   If you drop them off at 
the Church, someone will deliver them.   Or, if you would like to deliver them yourself to the drop-in center, it 
is located at 4800 S. Maryland Parkway, Suite E ( just north of Tropicana in a strip mall near UNLV).   These 
people are so appreciative of all we have done for these unfortunate children.  
 For those who are willing to volunteer at the Food Festival, we have been assured that the 
Forerunners will be given jobs inside and out of the heat!  Please check with Dimitri Asim.  
 Hopefully we all will have a wonderful summer, please keep those of our members who are ill in your 
prayers.  We hope to meet again about a week after the Food Festival in September.  

Keep safe and healthy, and God bless you.  Ruth Plentzas (702) 221-0989 

  
 
 
 
 

We present the fifth of seven excerpts of our Church History 
in the centerfold, for your enjoyment, in anticipation of the 

50th Anniversary Celebration. 
 

LAST CALL 
If you have any memorabilia of historical importance you wish incorporated into the  

50th Anniversary exhibit - please submit immediately 
We are making every effort to be inclusive and we welcome your assistance 

 
Please Contact:  

Nitsa Filios (702) 595-6888        Susan Stamis (702) 460-9954         
Marina Adamy (702) 364-8027 Cheryl Pandelis (702) 338-1601 

The Giving Tree 
 

The space in which The Giving Tree is mounted in the foyer of Panos Hall allows no room for expansion.  
The Parish Council and the Building Committee will be moving The Giving Tree to the area directly across from 
the office of our Church secretary.   Also, the permanent display of our Church history will be positioned 
further along on the wall across from the Priest‟s office in the Community and Education Center, according to 
the original architectural plans and agreements under the jurisdiction of the Building Committee.  We wish to 
create this permanent display in preparation for our 50th Anniversary Celebration, “Our Golden Heritage,” in 
October. 

One way of paying for these projects is the re-activation of The Giving Tree as a fund-raiser.  Please 
consider purchasing a leaf or a rock to commemorate the memory of a loved one, in honor of a family member 
or a friend, or as a tribute to an organization within our community. 

Please support this most important project.  With God‟s grace, we are blessed to be celebrating 50 
years of history together.  If you should have any questions please call:   

Cheryl Pandelis (702) 338-1601 or Susan Stamis (702) 460-9954 
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TO COMMEMORATE OUR 5OTH ANNIVERSARY 

 

A HISTORY OF ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST 

GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH 

LAS VEGAS, NEVADA 
 

      

Part V of VII 

 

 

TRANSITIONS 

 
On September 15, 1999, The Reverend Deacon 

Michael Diavatis was assigned to St. John to assist Fr. 

Katre with the rapidly growing parish and subsequent 

increased work-load.  He was ordained to the Holy 

Priesthood in Las Vegas on October 31, 1999 by His 

Grace, Bishop Anthimos.  It was the first ordination of 

a priest in the 40-year history of the parish, and we 

were blessed to be witness.  After a year in Las Vegas, 

Fr. Diavatis was transferred to Anchorage, Alaska 

with his young and growing family. 

   
Fr. Michael Diavatis   Bishop Ilia Katre  

 

In October of 2001, Fr. Katre suffered the loss of his 

beloved Presvytera.  He had been contemplating 

retiring from the priesthood with the intention of 

sharing his time between his son Mark, daughter-in-

law Lanette and their three children in Reno, Nevada, 

and his daughter Eugenia and her husband, Chris 

Kourlos, in Massachusetts.  However, on the Sunday 

of St. Thomas, May 12, 2002, in Constantinople, at 

the recommendation of Metropolitan Anthony, Fr. 

Katre was elevated to Bishop of Philomelion, 

presiding bishop over the Albanian Orthodox Church 

in America.  After 14 years, some of us stumbled on 

the transition from ñFr. Katreò to ñYour Graceò and 

we occasionally called him ñFather Bishop,ò but we 

were sadly aware that his time with us as our parish 

priest was coming to an end.     

 
September 1, 2002 brought Fr. John Hondros, 

Presvytera Maria, and their two children, Christopher 

and Marissa.  Fr. Hondros received his Masters in 

Divinity with Honors from Holy Cross School of 

Theology in 1986.  Metropolitan Anthony brought 

Father John from Assumption Greek Orthodox 

Church in Seattle, Washington, where he had served 

from 1997.  Arriving from the damp Northwest, it 

took Fr. John considerably less than 40 days in the 

desert to discover the value of replenishing 

electrolytes.  Thankfully, he survived his early 

initiation into ñthe dry heatò club, and we look 

forward to having Fr. Hondros as our energetic 

spiritual father for many years.  Presvytera also serves 

as Fr. Johnôs chanter, while Christopher serves at altar 

and Marissa sings in the newly re-developed 

childrenôs choir, led by her mother.  

 

     
   Fr. John Hondros               Fr. John, Christopher, 

                 Pres. Maria and Marissa 
 

FURTHER EXPANSION 
 

Immediately prior to the official opening of the 

community center, benefactress Wilma Panos of 

blessed memory, widow of Tom Panos, donated 

$1,000,000 to reduce the existing loan.  Wishing to 

perpetuate her beloved late husbandôs memory, Mrs. 

Panos requested that the new banquet hall be named 

Panos Hall in continuum.  Shortly thereafter, Mrs. 

Panos donated an additional $500,000, also to reduce 

the loan, in memory of her late brother, Bill Andrews, 

in whose name the community center library has been 

dedicated.  The southwest wing of the community 

center is named Kokkos Hall, in honor of a legacy and 

scholarship fund willed to St. John the Baptist by 

Fotini and George Kokkos in 1985. 
           

            
      Wilma and Tom Panos               Plaque at Panos Hall 
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    Bill G. Andrews                Plaque at Andrews Library 

 

                
   Fotini (Fofo) Kokkos          Plaque at Kokkos Hall 

 

The Stamis family requested that the community 

center complex be named St. John the Baptist 

Community and Education Center, and a plaque 

memorializing Julia and Jerry Stamis as Blessed 

Benefactors is in place at the administrative entrance 

to the Community Center. 

 

   
   Plaque at entrance of St. John      Julia and Jerry Stamis 

   Community and Education Center 

 

 
GRAND OPENING 

 
On May 10, 2003, the community of St. John the 

Baptist celebrated the opening of the new community 

center with ñThe Jewel in the Crown Grand Opening 

Gala.ò  Panos Banquet Hall was filled to capacity and 

the revenue from the festivities paid for the newly 

purchased banquet chairs upon which the guests were 

seated. Ancient symbols of triumph, 50 living bay 

laurel trees, used as table centerpieces, were later 

planted on the perimeter of the rear parking lot. 

 
     Grand Opening Gala Ribbon-Cutting 
 

The following day, Sunday, May 11, 2003, 

Metropolitan Anthony elevated Fr. John to the office 

of Oikonomos. The title is based on the New 

Testament Greek word ñeconomosò which means 

ñstewardò or ñmanager.ò  The honor is given to the 

priest by the Metropolitan according to his years of 

ministry and the effectiveness of his service as he 

manages the spiritual life of the community.  
 

      
                      Choir Conferences 1990 and 2004 
 

 
   Choir Conference 2004 

 

In June of 2004, St. John Parish hosted the 2004 

Church Music conference, with over 200 voices in 

attendance, including St. Johnôs first Presvytera, 

Evelyn Adams.  All workshops, meals and rehearsals 

were held in the Church and Community Center.  For 

the first time, a large gathering was able to enjoy the 

services of the newly installed full-time catering 

manager and his staff.  The highlight of the 4-day 

event was the Hierarchical Liturgy held on Sunday, 

officiated by the ultimate choir director, Metropolitan 

Anthony.   
 

End Part VðLook for Part VI of St. John  

History in the September Desert Messenger! 
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Youth Ministries  
 

Greek Folk Dance  
 

Our new season of Greek Folk Dance has begun!  The kids got together for some informal practices 
during the month of June and learned some basic dances that they would dance at a festival, wedding or 
baptism reception.  Mandatory practices will begin Tuesday, August 25.   

Liondaria practices begin at 5:30 pm and Hrisi Thisavri and Stavrofoi will begin at 6:00 pm.  Beginning 
August 30, Hrisi Thisavri and Stavroforoi will practice each Sunday after Church as well.   We will do some 
review of the dances from last year to get ready for the Greek Food Festival performances.  New dancers will 
not dance at the Festival this year.   
 As you know, FDF takes place a month earlier this year (and only three weeks after Christmas), so we 
have to get to work early!  There will be mandatory practices over the Christmas holiday and we are hoping 
all dancers plan on staying in town.   This will be a crucial time for the choreography and staging of all groups.  
 Lastly, please mark your calendars now for our 3rd Annual Horepse Dance Workshop which will be 
held on November 7-9  in Panos Hall.  
 Tina Liaos and the Folk Dance Board 
 

HOPE and JOY  
 
 Let‟s beat the heat and meet up at the movies!  Regal Cinemas in Village Square on Sahara and Fort 
Apache is offering free movies all summer long.  For an after-movie treat, Cold Stone Creamery is right next 
door!   Mark your calendars for the following movies we can enjoy together:  
 July 14 ~ Horton Hears a Who  
 August 11 ~ Mr. Magorium‟s Wonder Emporium  
 The movies start at 10:00 am; we will meet in line at 9:45 am, as these movies 
are popular and we‟ll want to get our tickets.   See you then!  

Sharon Katsaros and Jenn Orlando, Advisors  
 

GOYA 
 

All families are welcome to join GOYA in beating the heat at our annual Mt. Charleston Picnic on 
Saturday, August 22.  Pack a lunch, beverages, chairs and outdoor toys and sporting equipment . . . and have 
a fun-filled day away from the high temperatures of the valley!    We will meet at 9:30 am in the Olive Garden 
parking lot on Cheyenne off the I-95.  
 Tammy Chomakos, Advisor 
 

Most Holy Theotokos, save us. 

A protection and shelter, 

I have with you in my life, 

You, the Theotokos and the Virgin, 

Pilot me toward your port; 

For you are the cause, 

The cause of that which is good, 

Support of the faithful, 

The only all-praised One. 

~ Paraklesis, Ode 3 
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Youth Choir News  
 

Happy Summer!   The Youth Choir will be taking a break for July and August; however, our older 
Youth Choir members are encouraged to join the chanters at the Chanter Stand during the 
month of July - please use your regular Sunday Choir Books. 

We will resume chanting the Divine Liturgy on Sunday, September 13.   Let us 
make an Ecclesiastical New Year resolution by coming to Church early, please, when we 
chant on Sundays.   The priests, congregation and the director would highly appreciate 
it.   Thanks and God bless you during the summer months. 
 Love, Presvytera Maria  
  

Church School 
 

Hi Everyone!  I hope you are all enjoying your summer.   Our first day of class will be on Sunday, 
September 13.   Please try to have your enrollment form filled out before the first day of class so we can staff 
our rooms accordingly.  Please feel free to call or e-mail me with any questions.  

Eileen Koutsulis, Church School Director, (702) 521-6516 or vivaleenie@cox.net 

 

St. John the Baptist Greek Orthodox Church 
2009-2010 Church School Registration Form 

(One form per child:  Duplicate if Needed) 
Please return to the Church Office, Eileen Koutsulis, or your child‟s teacher. 

 
 Pre-Kindergarten (4 years-old by September 30) through High School Seniors 

 
Student Name: ______________________________________________  Birth Date:____________________________________ 
 
School Grade 2009-2010:____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Allergies, Special Needs, Medications: ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Patron Saint and Date of Commemoration: _________________________________________________________________ 
 
Parent Name(s):______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Parent e-mail addresses:______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone (s):_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
I give my child permission to take part in all Church School activities, and planned and supervised outings. 
 
Signed, Parent or Legal Guardian: ____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Many hands ease the load!  Please consider helping our children:     ____ Teaching   ____  Snack  ____  Crafts 

 

Cash Supply Fees Paid Per Student: _____ $5 Stewards _____ $10 Non-Stewards 
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Stewardship Report:  “Strengthened by Christ and His Church” 

Pledge Range   Number of Families   $ & % of Gifts Pledged 
$1-$999    348    $ 118,616 - 37.26% 
$1000-$2499     85    $ 108,120 - 33.96% 
$2500-$4,999      16    $ 52,900 - 16.16% 
$5,000-$9,999       5    $ 28,720 - 9.02% 
$10,000-$14,999      1    $ 10,000 - 3.15% 
 

                 2008  2009  Difference   
Stewards Pledged                  450    455        +5  
Gifts Pledged              $348,984  $318,356   -$30,628 
Gifts Received             $183,085  $172,898   -$10,187 
Average Pledge             $775.52  $699.68   -$75.84 
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ:  

While 2009 continues to be a challenging financial year for all of us, there have been improvements in 
some areas of the financial side of Stewardship.  The number of families pledged is ahead of last year and the 
amount pledged has improved by over $8,000 from last month's report.  God Bless all of you. 

Despite the difficult financial times being faced by almost everyone in the community, we must all 
work together to continue to grow the Lord‟s Church by being good stewards of the many gifts He has 
bestowed upon us.  When we reassess the budget of our time (we all have 24 hours in a day), the utilization of 
our talents (these are unique to each and every one of us) and the expenditure of our treasures, which are a 
gift from God, we must all make sure that we offer back to the Lord the FIRST FRUITS of each one of these. 

These views are expressed quite well in the following passage: "Glorify the Lord generously, and do 
not stint the first fruits of your hands.  With every gift show a cheerful face, and dedicate your tithe 
with gladness.  Give to the Most High as He has given, and as generously as your hand has found.  For 
the Lord is the One Who repays, and He will repay you sevenfold." (Wisdom of Sirach 35:8-11)   

Let's put our trust in Him Who gave of Himself for us and for our salvation.  As we strive together to 
do His work, we must have faith that the Lord will be with us and bless our families all the days of our lives.  

ȹɧɝŬ Ɇɞɘ ɞ ŪŮɧɠ, ȼɛɩɜ, ȹɧɝŬ Ɇɞɘ - Glory to You, our Lord, Glory to You. 
With Love In Christ, John G. Karas (702) 219-5057, Stewardship Chairman  

2009 Stewardship Status (June 15. 2009):    
Stewardship Families Pledged  455      
Stewardship Gifts Received  $172,898  
Average Stewardship Pledge  $699.68 

Stewardship Target – 2009  $411,000 
Stewardship Gifts Pledged  $318,356 
Current Stewardship Deficit  $92,644 
Percentage of Goal Achieved  77.46% 

 

Please Join Us for a . . .  
 

PANIGYRI („GREEK PICNIC‟) 
in celebration of the Feast of Panagias (Dormition of the Theotokos) 

 

Sunday, August 16 ~ following Divine Liturgy (12:00 pm) in Panos Hall 
 

Delicious Greek-style chicken, rice, beans, salad and dessert . . . All for $15 
 

Hosted by the Tzelalis Family ~   
All Proceeds benefit St. John the Baptist Greek Orthodox Church 
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37th Annual Greek Food Festival ~ September 17 ~ 20 
 
 Come one, come all . . . to the next general meeting of the 2009 Greek Food Festival as 
we celebrate our Golden Anniversary.  We will be providing an update on the latest status of 
the preparations for the Greek Food Festival and will address any questions you may have.  It 
is important that the various booth captains be at these meetings. 

Additionally, we need your help with baking and cooking.  We have a busy schedule 
for the baking of various pastries we serve during the Food Festival and for the preparation of 
our world-class DOLMATHES and PASTITSIO.  The more volunteer hands we have helping the community 
prepare these wonderful epicurean delights, the less hired labor we will need.  Let's make it a goal to not have 
any hired help for preparing these wonderful examples of Greek cuisine.   Here is the current schedule for 
baking (please be sure to check the Weekly Bulletin for any changes): 
 
¶ Cookies - Saturday, July 18, Saturday, August 1 and Saturday, August 22 - at 9:00 am (lunch will be 

served). 
¶ Bougatsa - Wednesday, August 26 and Friday, August 28 - at 9:00 am. 
¶ Diples - Wednesday, September 2, Saturday, September 5 and Wednesday, September 9 - at 9:00 am. 
¶ Karithopita - Friday, September 11 at 9:00 am. 
¶ Dolmathes - Monday through Wednesday (if needed), July 20-22 - Monday 10:30 am and Tuesday/

Wednesday at 9:00 am. 
¶ Pastitsio - Monday through Wednesday (if needed), July 27-29 - Monday 10:30 am and Tuesday/

Wednesday at 9:00 am. 
¶ Tzatziki Sauce & Salad Dressing - Tuesday, September 15.  Times to be announced. 
¶ Souvlaki Preparations - Monday through Wednesday, September 14-16. – Monday 11:00 am and Tuesday/

Wednesday at 9:00 am. 
 

All previous Festival chairmen, booth captains and anyone else interested in supporting our wonderful 
Food Festival are encouraged to join us on Tuesday, July 21, Tuesday, August 11 and Tuesday September 1 
at 6:30 PM to review plans for our 37th Annual Greek Food Festival.  John G. Karas, Festival Chairman 

2009 Greek Food Festival Souvenir Magazine 
 

The 2009 Souvenir Magazine Committee is accepting ads for our 
37th Annual Food Festival Magazine and we need your help!  As many of 
you know, our Souvenir Magazine has become a tradition at our annual 
Festival. 

In years past we have had a variety of advertisements from doctors, 
lawyers, real estate agents, restaurants, businesses, memorial photos, as 
well as personal celebratory messages from families.  We thank you and 
hope we can count on your continued support this year!     

Not only does the Souvenir Magazine provide an incredible 
opportunity to reach a targeted market wanting to support local businesses 
and practices, but it also provides our parish an enormous profit margin.  
We have to sell many gyros to bring in $700, which is the price of one full 
page ad.  It takes the sale of many pieces of baklava to reach $200, the cost 
of one quarter page ad at $200.   

Please make an effort to sell at least one new ad to a family, friend, and/
or business and you will have helped your Church in a most beneficial way.  
See the 2009 Ad Reservation Form included in this month‟s Desert Messenger 
for more information or contact a committee member listed below.   

Angela Coutris, Marilyn Flangas, Jen Rodis and Amy Bauck 

Notes From  
the Loft 

 
Vicki Xikis and I look 

forward to attending the 2009 
Music Conference at Ss. 
Constantine and Helen in 
Cardiff-by-the-Sea on June 25
-28.   Guest Conductor will be 
Neal Desby, son of the late Dr. 
Frank Desby, and he will 
direct his father's highly-
acclaimed and widely-used 
music.  The Choir will be on 
break for the month of July 
and will  resume again on 
Sunday, August 2. 

Faye Brown, Director 

òLet us love one another.ó  
~ 1 John 4:7 
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The Way of the Lord  
 

“ . . . When you destroy everything which opposes your worth . . .  
then you will draw near to the goal.   

I mean by „goal‟ that for the sake of which everything is done,  
for example:  The goal of agriculture is the enjoyment of its fruits;  

the goal of building a house is living in it;  
the goal of commerce is wealth;  

and the goal of striving in contests is the prize.   
In the same way, too, the goal of the sublime way of life  

is being called a servant of God.   
Along with this honor is contemplated an end  

which is not covered by a tomb;  
it refers to the life lived simply and free from evil appendages.” 

~ St. Gregory of Nyssa, The Life of Moses 

The Desert Messenger 


