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c‘BehoI_d, | send My messenger before Your

Volume 8&su@ St. John the Baptist Greek Orthodox Church, Las July/August 2010

Beloved in Christ:
From St. Paul echoed the words of the Prophet Isaiah in his letter to the Romans to declare the
Father powerful and transformative effect of Apostolic preachig:How beaut i ful ar
John |t hose who preach g oo dPaut endessfoad thatAe mst like thelother 1 5
Apostles, was set apart and called by the Lord Jesus Christ to

go out to the farthest reaches of the earth and endure all sufferin
preach salvation in Christ and baptize believers into His Chul ¢
Furthermore, Paul testified that he was granted the status of an Ap
by the will of God for one reasoa:/ n or der t hat [
among the Gent i | &wsamelya@any she heathes, |
those who were notbelievers.

Centuries later, another holy man was sent by the Lord Jesl
traverse some of the same terrain walked by the Apostle Paul, alth
during his time to bring the True Faith to a people who suffered unde
yoke of Ottoman Turkish oppression for nearly four centuries. St. Kos
Aitolos, who received the honor as Egt@the-Apostles when he wa
canonized by the Orthodox Church in 1961, took up the courageou
paternal vision of Paul in order to give spiritual rebirth to a suffe
nation facing the erosion of its faith and culturee My [/ 7 ¢t t /
with whom | am again in travall until Christ be formed in
you!o (Galatians 4. 19) -

Born and baptized with the name Konstas in 1714 to pious parents who were weavers in the
mountainous village of Mega Dendron in Aitolia, Greece, the young man had a rudimentary education an
later a more formal and spiritual instruction from Archdeacon Ananias Dervisanos. After, he left for Mount
Athos to study under Eugenios Voulgaris at the renowned Theological School of the Vatopedi Monastery
before going to the Philotheou Monastery where he was tonsured a monk with the name Kosmas ani
eventually ordained to the priesthood. Kosmas was compelled by the Holy Spirit to engage in missionar
work in his motherland, and so after mastering the art of rhetoric and receiving the blessing of Seraphim I
Patriarch of Constantinople, he went and proclaimed the Gospel in the most remote areas of Greecs
wherever Father Kosmas went he attracted crowds with his simple, humble and loving sermons, anc
thousands were converted to Christ and the Orthodox F&tand he planted a cross in each place he
preached as a remembrance for the glory of God.

St. Kosmas, in defiance of the Muslims, established over 200 Churches, Church Schools an
charitable institutions, and utilized the generous personal donations he received to purchase holy books
baptismal fonts, prayer ropes and crosses for the faithful. For over 25 years, Kosmas traveled througho
Greece and its islands as well as Albania, until the Muslims captured him in loannina, arrested him unde
the false charges, convicted and hanged him on August 24, 1779. Recognizing Kosmas for his vital role in
rebirth of the Greek Orthodox Faith and Hellenic Culture, as well as for his miracles and prophetic sayings
regarding the inventions of the telephone, airplanes and nuclear warfare, Patriarch Athenagoras o
Constantinople led the effort to have him canonized by the Church almost two centuries later.

(Coninued on Page 3)
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WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Sundays: &5am Orthros ~ 100am Divine Liturgy

JULY

Sunday, July 46th Sunday of Matthew/
Holy Father Andrew of Crete

Orthros: Tone Five (First Plagal)
Resurrection Gospel (Orthros): Luke 24:38
Epistle: Romans 1216}

Gospel: Matthew 9:8

Sunday, July 1¥th Sunday of Matthew/Great
Martyr Euphemia/Olga, Equalto-the-Apostles
Orthros: Tone Six (Second Plagal)
Resurrection Gospel (Orthros): John 200
Epistle: 2 Corinthians 610

Gospel: Matthew 9:235

Sunday, July 18#oly Fathers of the 4th Synod
Orthros: Tone Seven (Grave)

Resurrection Gospel (Orthros): John 2€t81
Epistle: Titus 3:85

Gospel: Matthew 5:149

Tuesday, July 20Holy Prophet Elias

8:00 am Orthros ~ 9:00 am Divine Liturgy
Epistle: James 5:20

Gospel: Luke 4:230

Sunday, July 258th Sunday of Matthew/
Dormition of St. Anna/Holy Olympia & Efpraxia
Orthros: Tone Eight (Fourth Plagal)
Resurrection Gospel (Orthros): John 20319
Epistle: Galatians 4:227

Gospel: Matthew 14:224

Tuesday, July 27Great Martyr Panteleimon
8:00 am Orthros ~ 9:00 am Divine Liturgy
Epistle: 2 Timothy 2:10

Gospel: John 15:27; 16:2

Monday, August 2
6.00 pm Paraklesis to the Theotokos

Wednesday, August 4
6.00 pm Paraklesis to the Theotokos

Friday, August 6/Transfiguration of Our Savior
8:00 am Orthros ~ 9:00 am Divine Liturgy
Epistle: 2 Peter 1:19

Gospel: Matthew 174

Blessing of Grapes follows Liturgy

6.00 pm Paraklesis to the Theotokos

Sunday, August 81 1th of Matthew /St. Emilianos
Orthros: Tone Two

Resurrection Gospel (Orthros): John 21254
Epistle: 1 Corinthians 912

Gospel: Matthew 18:235

Monday, August 9
6.00 pm Paraklesis to the Theotokos

Wednesday, August 11
6.00 pm Paraklesis to the Theotokos

Friday, August 13
6.00 pm Paraklesis to the Theotokos

Saturday, August 14
6.00 pm Great Vespers of the Dormition

Sunday, August 15Dormition of the Theotokos
Orthros: Tone Three

Festal Gospel (Orthros): Luke 1:89, 56
Epistle: Philippians 2:31

Gospel: Luke 10:3R; 11:228

Artoclasia (Blessing of Five Loaves) follows Liturgy

Sunday, August 221 3th Sunday of Matthew /

Artoclasia (Blessing of Five Loaves) follows Liturg Martyr Agathonikos/Martyr Anthousa

AUGUST

Fast of the Dormition ~ August-114

Sunday, August 110th Sunday of Matthew/
Procession of the Holy Cross in Constantinople/
Holy Seven Maccabee Children

Orthros: Tone One

Resurrection Gospel (Orthros): John 2141
Epistle: 1 Corinthians 496

Gospel: Matthew 17:128

Orthros: Tone Four

Resurrection Gospel (Orthros): Mark 181
Epistle: 1 Corinthians 16:23

Gospel: Matthew 21:3®

Sunday, August 29Beheading of St. John the Baptist

(Strict Fast)

Orthros: Tone Five (First Plagal)
Resurrection Gospel (Orthros): Mark 160
Epistle: Acts 13:252

Gospel: Mark 6:130
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From Father John¢continued from Page 1)

As Orthodox Christians today we must prayerfully examine and emulate, with the guidance|of the
Holy Spirit, the missionary life of St. Kosmas Aitolos in order to overcome the widespread seculafism an
hostile culture, religions and philosophies that have created many obstacles for the faithful. Not only is ther
a need to spread the Orthodox Faith to new regions, but even in our existing parishes it is necessary for us
evangelize the Gospel and Orthodox doctrine to those already baptized, to revitalize our Church Scheols, ar

to transform the homes of the faithful into ol it
our families and generations to come. Through the intercessions of St. Kosmas, may the Lord sanctify all o
by His grace and al ow us to be oOapostl eso6 of| Hi

With | Christ,
ith love in Chris (_\ %

. | wigh that all of our parish members have a nice summer, and if you are in town
Pr es i duR ik t9s8e you in Church; if you are going away, please have safe travels. Please |
Column for our Festival Baking Schedule in this issue, and offer your hands for the success of tf
Festival and the good of our community.

At our recent Parish Council meeting, we discussed the need for all of us parish members to do o
part in taking better care of our facilities. We will soon be meeting with our Church Ministries and Hellenic
Organizations to present and discuss the facility use policy approved by the Parish Council.

Finally, we ask that no furdaising by norChurch organizations be conducted on Church grounds.
Thank you for your cooperation.

Peter Kypreos, Parish Council President

Financial Status for Month of May 2010

Beginning Balance Internal Bank Transfers Balances
Bank Accounts as 0of 4.30.10 Income Expenses Transfers In Transfers Out as 0f 5.31.10
General Operating $14,613.75 $20,072.05 $49,562.76 ($14,876.96)
Building/Maintenance $27,940.94 $3.52 $14,172.00 $13,772.46
Community/Education Ctr $11,706.28 $12,545.00 $7,551.45 $16,699.83
Construction (Loan Paymts$18,296.11 $6,812.73 $11,483.38
Food Festival $46,038.30 $608.00 $495.03 $46,151.27
Icon Money Market $1,149.44 $1.16 $37.00 $1,113.60
Library Checking $15,888.00 $2.47 $15,890.47
On-Line Donations $1,000.09 $300.00 $700.09
Construction Loan $678,744.48 $676,963.38
Revolving Line of Credit  $0.00 $0.00
Term Loan (5 year loan) $33,266.87 $31,981.50

Please Join Us for a . . .

PANI GYRI (0 GREEK Pl

in celebration of the Feast of Panagias (Dormition of the Theotokos)

Sunday, August 15 ~ following Divine Liturgy (12:00 pm) in Panos H
Delicious Greelstyle chicken, rice, beans, salad and dessert . . . All for §

Hosted by the Tzelalis Family ~
All Proceeds benefit St. John the Baptist Greek Orthodox Church
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SUNDAY SCHEDULE

July 4
Ushers: George Bochanis, Pete Kypreos, William Carrico, Alex Sparkuhl, George Kakavulias ar
Darrick Cole
Memorial: Eleanore Qualey (3 years); Phivos Neocleous (3 years), Mirophora Neocleous
Fellowship: St. John the Baptist Church

July 11

d

Ushers: Angela Coutris, Alex Sparkuhl, Marina Adamy, Spiros Filios, Sam Koutsulis and Gary Waters

Memorial: Presvytera Helen Andrews (40 days)
Fellowship: Folk Dance Group / Joanne Andrews in Memory of Presvytera Helen

July 18
Ushers:Sam Koutsulis, Darrick Cole, Demetrios Philippou, George Bochanis, William Carrico an
Marina Adamy
Memorial: Dana Menegatos (40 days)
Fellowship: Menegatos Family in Memory of Dana

July 25

Ushers: George Kakavulias, Demetrios Philippou, Spiros Filios, Gary Waters, Angela Coutris ard

Pete Kypreos
Fellowship: Orthodox Family Fellowship

August 1
Ushers: Darrick Cole, Spiros Filios, William Carrico, Sam Koutsulis,
George Kakavulias and Demetrios Philippou
Memorial: Peter G. Kelesis (1 year)
Fellowship: PanArcadians

August 8

Ushers: Angela Coutris, Gary Waters, Marina Adamy, Spiros Filios, Alex Sparkuhl and Sam Koutgulis

Fellowship: Orthodox Family Fellowship

August 15 ~ THE DORMITION OF THE THEOTOKOS
Ushers: William Carrico, Pete Kypreos, Darrick Cole, George Bochanis, George Kakavulias an
Alex Sparkuhl
Fellowship: Pani gyri (6 Greek Picnicb), Spons

August 22
Ushers: Marina Adamy, George Bochanis, Spiros Filios, Angela Coutris, Gary Waters and Pete Kyj

or e

preos

Memorial: John G. Gianakopoulos (1 year); George Tsouras (1 year); Avalon Tsouras; Sam Podlos;

JC and Connie Wright
Fellowship: Greek Folk Dance Group

August 29
Ushers: Demetrios Philippou, Sam Koutsulis, William Carrico, Alex Sparkuhl, George Kakavulias &
Darrick Cole
Memorial: Susanna Tringas (1 year)
Fellowship: GOYA ~ Bake Sale to benefit Philoxenia Home of Holy Unmercenaries Church in Roche

O0Our holy Church is |ike a mother
she scolds him and then |l oves him ag

nd
ster, Ml
air

4
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Hello, Ladies!

Philoptochos
News

Family at thePanigyifollowing the Divine Liturgy, to honor theanagia

We invite you to join us for our first General Meeting of the Ne

Ecclesiastical Year ofvesday, September 14.

| hope you are all enjoying your summer breg
after our busy year. Although we will not be meetin
in July or August, we ask that you please mark yo
calendars to join us owunday, August 15when we assist the Tzelalis

Wishing you all a safe and happy summer.
April Karalis and the Philoptochos Board

Thank You! we would like to thank all that assisted and attended
June 6 Fellowship Hour in Memory of Bobby Demoleas. We appreciat
time and help.~7he Demoleas Family

(4%

Our Community Registry
Baptized into Christ: Na Mas Zisoun!

Zoe, daughter of Dimitri and Jennifer Rodis, on May 29, 2010.
Godparent: Evangelia Coutris.

Demitrios, son of Wright Antonio Jones and Christina Smith,
on May 30, 2010. Godparent: Helena Smith.

Isabella, daughter of Nick and Constantina Zarkos, on June 6, 201p.

Godparent: Klearhia Ciulla.

Stavros (Strummer), son of Travis Giffin and Anastasia Percell,
on June 12, 2010. Godparent: Faye Brown.

Christian (Christos), son of Christopher Roberts and Kari Ward,
on June 19, 2010. Godparent: Georgene Roberts.

Noah, son of Christopher Roberts and Kari Ward. on June 19, 201p.

Godparent: Michael Roberts.

Nikolette, daughter of Emmanuel and Erica Pilatos, on June 20, 2010

Godparent: Julia Ocampo.
Chrismation:
Mariam Matta on June 4, 2010. Sponsor: Toula Papadopoulos.
Marriage: Na Zisete!

Bahabelom Haddish and Rahwa Ghebrecristos on June 5, 2010.
Sponsor: Gebertensaie Ogbazghi.

Fallen Asleep in the Lord. Eternal Memory

Presvytera Helen Andrews on May 22, 2010.
Trisagion at St. John the Baptist on May 25.
Funeral at Ss. Peter and Paul in Kitchener, Ontario, Canada on May

Dana Menegatos on June 11, 2010. Funeral on June 19.

the

29

P 9:00am-5:00 pm
YOUT Telephone(702) 2218245

ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST
GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH

5300S. El Camino Rd.
Las Vegas, NV 89118

Rev. Father John Hondros

Karen Rawlinson
Administrative Assistant

Maria Kakavulias
Business Administrator

Sheryl Lujan
Facilities and Catering Manager

Office Hours
Monday- Friday

FAX: (702) 2219167
E-mail:
frjohn@vegasgreekorthodox.corll
Website: vegasgreekorthodox.co

Parish Council: Peter Kypreos
Philoptochos: April Karalis
Choir: Faye Brown

Chanters/Youth Choair:
Presvytera Maria Hondros

Church School:
Eileen Koutsulis

Altar Servers:
Sam Koutsulis

Stewardship Committee:
Angela Coutris

Hellenic Historical Society:
Nitsa Filios
Senior GOYA:
Effie Lekar and Eileen Koutsulis

Junior GOYA:
Tami Stefanatos
Tammy Chomakos

HOPE and JOY:
Jennifer Orlando
Sharon Katsaros

Orthodox Family Fellowship:
Michael and Tami Stefanatos

Orthodox Connection Las Vegas
Adam Bieker

Forerunners:
Ruth Plentzas

Greek Folk Dance:
Tina Liaos, Chair
Bryan Taxopoulos, Director

Greek Language Classes:
Thymios Carabas

Orthodox Bookstore:
Costa Frangakis

Bill Andrews Library:
Spero and Stephanie Demoleasl
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The Choir will be taking the month of July efénjoy your summer! We will return to tl
Loft in August.
Vicki Xikis and | will be reporting to you in the September issueTlbé Desert Messangehe

@ J) Notes from the Loft

Metropolis of San Francisco Church Music Federation Conference held J@feafl Bt. Demetrios Church i

Tucson, and the recordings we made there.

The Choir extends our heartfelt sympathies to Ruth and Spike Plentzas on the passing of Ru

Daniel George DeCuypere. May his memory be eternal.
Faye Brown, Choir Director
Congratulations, Faye!

Faye Brown was the recipient of the Patriarch Athenagoras Distinguished Service Award
Church Music Federation Conference held recently in Tucson, AZ. Faye has been a member of S

at the
f. John

Baptist Greek Orthodox Church in Las Vegas since 1962 (three years after the founding of the parish).

Faye has been faithfully directing the St. John Choir for 20 ye#tre.had been singing a few yeat
the Choir before her musicianship and leadership talents were recognized and she was asked tq

S in
serve

Director. Faye has been a tireless servant of the Lord and this parish, offering her talents weekly thjoughot

the year, including Holy Week services, and taking respite only one month each year.
On behalf o f our Parish and Choir, we th
deserving recipient of the Athenagoras Award our heartiest congratulatiefather John

h N k

Forerunners ~ The Seniors of St. John the Baptist News from

We will not be meeting the months of July and August. | h e She/vest\
everyone enjoys their summer and tries to stay cool.

Even though we are taking a break for summer, this does not meah we We are
should take a break from helping those less fortunate. Please remembfeutiently setting up the Bi
Nevada Partnership for Homeless Youth this summer. They recently o ews Library to beco
anewDrogi n Center on Shirley Avenue [|[fulyifugcional, sotfering s

This facility offers a warm and homey place where these young pgdiie selection of reading a
can find respite and counseling, as well as food snacks, a shower and Jmewng materials on th
facilities. Our contributions have made a significant impact on some of thegdhodox  Faith an
unfortunate children. If you are in the area, please drop in and take & t¢tiellenic Culture. We hop
Jeremy Hynd, the director, will be happy to see you. to be able to check books

For September we will help with the Greek Food Festival like we |dd out in the near future.
every year. If you are intereste

Yours in Christ, Ruth Plentzas in learning the librar
software program plea
contact Karen at the Chur

Holy Land Pilgrimage Office via email at
_ _ _ |lkaren@vegasgree
His Grace Bishop llia Katre would likel 5rthodox.com. We ar

to invite all who are interested to join him in| | setting up times througho

a pilgrimage to the Holy Land and Mounf|July and August to comple
{ Sinai. The pilgrimage is fromSeptember 29|inventory and any and &

extensmn to Greece from October 11 to 18 Please stop by the Churc Spero &
Office to pick up a copy of the brochure. Stephanie Demoleay

=)

to October 10, 2010, with an optionall fhelp is appreciated.

s f
d

in

e
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Orthodox Connection Las Vegas

Greetings from the OCLV!

Thank you to the 15 people who joined wus
bal l team |l ed by the powerf ul arm of Angel a
metri and Doug for their excellent job at grilling the gyros, and also to Catherine and Anastasia who 1
wonderful tzatziki sauce for the dressing. We were also blessed to welcome two newcomers, Stefa
van and Armen Akopikyan. Thank you again to all who came out and made this a wonderful event.

The summer is definitely upon us as we break into thede@Pee days. Our June event was a
party at the home of Steve Tzelalis, whom we thank for his kind hospitality. To keep with the theme
ing the heat, our next event will be a hike at Mount CharlestorSaturday, July 17.We will meet at St

or
C 0o ut
nade tf
hie Sul

pool
pf beat

John Church at 9:30 am and carpool to Mount Charleston hiking trails. After the hike we will have Ifinch at

the Mount Charleston Lodge.

In August we honor the lives of several pillars of our Orthodox Faith, with the Feasts of the Do
of the Theotokos, the Beheading of St. John the Baptist, St. Herman of Alaska and St. Tikhon. All
their lives to God through unselfish acts and piety. There will be weeknight and Saturday Church se
St. John and St. Paul throughout August, and
lives of devotion. To honor the unselfish lives that we commemorate, OCLV members will be encoy
offer our time and talents to a community service projectSaturday, August 7. This will be an allday
event and more details will follow by email.

Lastly, our September event will be volunteering for the Greek Food FeSawebmber 2426. The
schedule for the Festival is Friday, September 24 and Saturday, September 25 ~030@@mpm, and S
day, September 26 ~ 12:00 nd@6:00 pm. Please email me with times you are available to work. T
time you can volunteer, the better.

In Christ, Adam Bieker (702) 3217611 orthodoxconnectionlv@gmail.com

mition
Hedica
vices ¢
al |
raged

E MOre

Orthodox Bookstore

Hello from the Bookstore!

What is an icon? Icon, from the Greek, literally me
0Oi mage. 0 We Orthodox do not
our reverence to icons as grditled images reflecting the glory
God. As we see from our Byzantine icons, different sacred ii
are depicted, such as the Lord, the Saints, the Angels and al
events.

A correctly rendered icon will lift the mind of the vie
from this world and automat
contemplation of divine realities without invoking emotionali
and sensuality. The television also displays icons, or im
However, do the images or icons that appear on our telev
al ways oforced us to contemp
forgiveness? No, probably not.

The icons that are displayed on our televisions or eve
computer screens are often v
the average size of televisions is constantly increasing as the
coming through seem to be getting worse? Do we have holy ig
our homes as big as the icons displayed on our TVs?

Our Bookstore offers many different icons that will enhance our spiritual lives at home as
Church. If you would like to order something a little larger, please let us know and we will be happy t

ICXC NIKA, Costa Frangakis, Director

but

wvell as
D help.
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Youth Ministries

Youth Choir News ,,f@\no @M

Happy Summer! The Youth Choir will be taking a break in July and Au (1"(/0’"%\7“{/
However, I f anyone wants to join us at [l Chan
We will officially begin chanting again oSunday, September 14hich is the first day of &= gRa=
Church School.

Love, Presvytera Maria
HOPE and JOY

As summer is officially here, |l et s beat tlhe
Square Shopping Center (Sahara/Fort Apache) offers free movies during the summer. Please mark y
calendars for the following OMovie Tuesdays, 0f an

Tuesday, July66 The Tal e of Despereauxod

Tuesday, August 160 C1 oudy wi th a Chance of Meatballl|sbo

Afterward we can go to Cold Stone for some ice cream! PleaShamah Katsaros at (702) 292
0850if you will be joining us so we can wait for you in front of the theater.

Your HOPE & JOY Advisors, Sharon Katsaros and Jenn Orlando
GOYA

We enjoyed participating again this year in the GOYA Volleyball Tournament at St. Anthony Ghurch
in Pasadena, which was great fun and allowed us to see fellow youth from Southern California parishgs!

We are bringing this Ecclesiastical Year to a close with a Bake S&emay, August 29ollowing

Liturgy, to benefit the Philoxenia Houses of The Holy Unmercenaries Church of Rochester, Mirjnesota

These houses are for the sick and their families to stay free of charge as they receive treatment fron
Clinic. Caroline will contact you as we get closer to the date to encourage your participation.
Have a safe summer!
Love in Christ, Effie Lekar (702) 7685500 & Eileen Koutsulis (702) 5216516 (Senior Advisors
Tammy Chomakos (702) 3381671 & Tami Stefanatos (702) 492713 (Junior Advisors)

2009-10 Church School
Students with Perfect
Attendance (from left).
Nicole Soper, Marissa
Hondros, George Chomakos
Bobby Soper, Father John
Hondros, Irene Caredis,
Dino Chomakos, Eric
Szukiewicz, Eileen
Koutsulis, Director, and
Brandon Szukiewicz. Photo
by Tammy Chomakos.
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