
The Desert  Messenger 
òBehold, I send My messenger before Your Face, who shall prepare Your way...ó (Matthew 11:10)  

Beloved in Christ: 
 ɉɟɘůŰɞɠ ȷɜŮůŰɖ!  With the Feast of Feasts, Great and Holy Pascha, we Orthodox 
Christians are in the liturgical season of the Pentecostarion ð that is, the fifty day period between 
the Resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ and the Sunday of Pentecost, which celebrates the 
Descent of the Holy and Life-Giving Spirit upon the Apostles. 

As recorded in The Acts of the Apostles (2:1-4), the Holy Apostles were gathered on the day of 
Pentecost òall together in one place,ó when a sudden and violent sound òcame from heaven like the rush 
of a mighty windó and filled the entire house.  What the Apostles experienced on that day was more than a 
wind, as St. John Chrysostom writes, but rather, òthe exceeding vehemence of the Spirit,ó appearing as tongues of 
fire that distributed and rested upon each of them:  òAnd they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and 
began to speak in other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.ó  

Jesus, prior to His Ascension into Heaven, commissioned His Disciples to ògo . . . and make 
disciples of all nationsó (Matthew 28:19), and from Pentecost on they obeyed His Word, having received 
the power from on High to do so.  Unfortunately, many Christians in later times erroneously deduced from 
an ill-informed reading of this particular Biblical account that this feast marks òthe Birthday of the Churchó and 
that speaking in unintelligible tongues (which requires interpretation) is an outward sign of the presence of 
the Holy Spirit in a person.  These teachings are contrary to the Orthodox understanding of Pentecost:  
First, the Orthodox belief, which is supported by ancient Apostolic writings, is that the Church existed 
before the creation of the world (The Shepherd of Hermas), and secondly, the account in Acts (2:5-6) 
relays unequivocally that the Apostles were given the ability by the Holy Spirit to prophesy and speak in 
various languages (in Greek, ɔɚɤůůŬ means both tongue and language) so that all in Jerusalem that day could 
understand clearly the ògood newsó (ŮɡŬɔɔŮɚɘɞɜ) of the Risen Christ.   

It is clear why the Apostles were sitting together in one place ð as keenly depicted on the Festal Icon 
of Pentecost ð for they were directed by Christ to remain in Jerusalem to receive the gift of the Comforter 
(John 15:26).  The others who were present that day, from òevery nation under heaven,ó were devout 
pilgrims who had gathered for the Jewish Feast of Shavuot (the Festival of Weeks), which commemorates the 
event of Moses receiving the Torah from God on Mount Sinai fifty days after He delivered the Israelites from 
bondage in Egypt.  For the Jews, this feast also had an agricultural connection, in that the harvesting of 
barley that began on Passover culminated with the gathering of wheat seven weeks later, which was marked 
by the liturgical offering of loaves on the feast of Shavuot. 

Those pilgrims present in Jerusalem on Pentecost heard Saint Peterõs powerful words about the 
Crucified and Risen Lord ð Who both gave and fulfilled the Law ð and three-thousand souls were Baptized 
and received the Gift of the Holy Spirit.  Moreover, the loaves offered that day ð and at every Divine Liturgy 
since then ð were by the Grace of the Holy Spirit consecrated for the Eucharist, which was and continues to 
be received by the faithful for the remission of sins and eternal life. 

The Great Feast of Holy Pentecost is a celebration of the sanctification offered freely to all believers in 
all places who willingly worship the Trinitarian God, as defined and upheld by the ancient Councils, and 
receive the Gift of Life offered by our Resurrected Christ by the Grace of the Holy Spirit in the Holy 
Mysteries of the Orthodox Christian Church. 

 With love in Christ, 

St. John the Baptist Greek Orthodox Church, Las Vegas, NV Volume 8, Issue 5 May 2010 

From  
Father 
John 
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WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
Sundays:  8:45 am Orthros ~ 10:00 am Divine Liturgy  

Church School follows Holy Communion  

Sunday, May 2/5th Sunday of Pascha/St. Photini, 
the Samaritan Woman/Relic of St. Athanasios/ 
Holy Fathers and Patriarchs of Constantinople 
Orthros:  Tone Four 
Ressurection Gospel (Orthros):  John 20:1-10 
Epistle:  Hebrews 7:26-28; 8:1-2 
Gospel:  John 4:5-42 
 
Sunday, May 9/6th Sunday of Pascha/Blind Man/ 
Prophet Isaiah/Martyr Christopher 
Orthros:  Tone Five (First Plagal) 
Ressurection Gospel (Orthros):  John 20:11-18 
Epistle:  Acts 16:16-34 
Gospel:  John 9:1-38 
Happy Mothers Day! 
 
Wednesday, May 12 
5:00 pm  Orthros ~ 6:00 pm  Divine Liturgy 
(The Ascension of Our Lord) 
Epistle:  Acts 1:1-12 
Gospel:  Luke 24:36-53 
 
Thursday, May 13/The Ascension 
Liturgy Celebrated on Wednesday Evening 
 
Sunday, May 16/7th Sunday of Pascha/ 
The Holy Fathers of the 1st Ecumenical Synod 
Orthros:  Tone Six (Second Plagal) 
Ressurection Gospel (Orthros):  John 21:1-14 
Epistle:  Acts 20:16-18, 28-36 
Gospel:  John 17:1-13 
 

Friday, May 21/Ss. Constantine and Helen 
8:00 am  Orthros ~ 9:00 am  Divine Liturgy 
Epistle:  Acts 26:1, 12-20 
Gospel:  John 10:1-9 
 
Saturday, May 22/Saturday of Souls 
8:00 am  Orthros ~ 9:00 am  Divine Liturgy 
Epistle:  1 Thessalonians 4:13-17 
Gospel:  John 21:14-25 
Memorial follows Liturgy  
 
Sunday, May 23/8th Sunday of Pascha/ 
HOLY PENTECOST 
Orthros:  Festal 
Festal Gospel (Orthros):  John 20:19-31 
Epistle:  Acts 2:1-11 
Gospel:  John 7:37-52; 8:12 
Kneeling Vespers follows Liturgy 
 

No Fasting All Week 
 
Monday, May 24/Monday of the Holy Spirit 
8:00 am  Orthros ~ 9:00 am  Divine Liturgy 
Epistle:  Ephesians 5:8-19 
Gospel:  Matthew 18:10-20 
 
Sunday, May 30/1st Sunday of Matthew/All Saints 
Orthros:  Tone Eight (Fourth Plagal) 
Ressurection Gospel (Orthros):  Matthew 28:16-20 
Epistle:  Hebrews 11:33-40; 12:1-2 
Gospel:  Matthew 10:32-33, 37-38; 19:27-30 
 

Apostles Fast:  May 31 - June 28 

 
 
 

His Eminence 
Metropolitan Gerasimos 

of San Francisco, 
Father John Hondros 

and the Altar Servers of 
St. John the Baptist 

on Palm Sunday,  
March 28, 2010 
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SUNDAY SCHEDULE 
 

May 2 
Ushers:  William Carrico, Pete Kypreos, Darrick Cole, George Bochanis, George Kakavulias and  

Alex Sparkuhl  
Memorial:  Mary Bartsas and Departed Family Members 
Fellowship:  Philoptochos, in Memory of Mary Bartsas  

 
May 9  

Ushers: Angela Coutris, Gary Waters, Marina Adamy, Spiros Filios, Alex Sparkuhl and Sam Koutsulis 
Memorial:  Lincoln Stock (40 days)   

Fellowship:  Orthodox Family Fellowship  
 

May 16 
Ushers: Darrick Cole, Spiros Filios, William Carrico, Sam Koutsulis, George Kakavulias and  

Demetrios Philippou  
Fellowship:  Pan-Arcadians  

 
May 23 ~ HOLY PENTECOST 

Ushers:  Marina Adamy, George Bochanis, Demetrios Philippou, Angela Coutris, Gary Waters and  
Pete Kypreos   

Fellowship:  Forerunners, the Seniors of St. John the Baptist  
 

May 30 
Ushers:  Alex Sparkuhl, George Kakavulias, Sam Koutsulis, Darrick Cole, Spiros Filios and Angela Coutris 

Fellowship:  Eleni Kakavulias and Family for the Diples Mixer 

 Christos Anesti!  
 I would like thank the entire community of St. John the Baptist for a successful 
Agape Picnic!  I know I can say for many that it was enjoyed by all who attended.  
 We are still making improvements around the Church grounds.  You may have 

noticed the parking lot was recently finished with new asphalt.  I think it looks great!  If you are aware of or 
see any improvements that need to be made, please let me or any Parish Council member know.   
 Peter Kypreos, Parish Council President    

Presidentõs 
Column 

Financial Status for Month of March 2010 
 

 
   Beginning Balance       Internal Bank Transfers  Balances 
Bank Accounts  as of 2.28.10 Income  Expenses Transfers In Transfers Out as of 3.31.10  
General Operating  $14,672.46 $63,174.69 $64,776.60      $13,070.55 
Building/Maintenance $30,858.40 $5.46  $2,547.65      $28,316.21 
Community/Education Ctr $8,804.24  $4,039.98  $3,811.85      $9,032.37 
Construction (Loan Paymts) $32,104.03    $6,883.29      $25,220.74 
Food Festival  $46,094.84          $46,094.84 
Icon Money Market $34,712.68 $1,103.73  $37.00       $35,779.41 
Library Checking  $24,976.63 $4.53         $24,981.16 
On-Line Donations  $1,000.00          $1,000.00 
 
Construction Loan  $684,034.83             $679,118.51 
Revolving Line of Credit $0.00          $0.00  
Term Loan (5 year loan)  $77,122.98         $75,837.61 

 

òIf we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit.ó (Galatians 5:25) 
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Hello, Ladies! 
 We made it through the busy Lenten and 
Paschal Season!  Thank you to all the ladies who 
participated in our Holy Week events.  As always, you 

are truly appreciated.  Our first-ever Wine Wagon drawing was very 
successful.  Thanks to all who donated as well as those who purchased 
tickets.   Our big winner, announced at the Agape Picnic on April 4, was Paul 
Kachikis!  His wife Ernestine gladly helped him celebrate his win.  Please join 
us on Sunday, May 2 for the Bartsas Memorial to remember our benefactor, 
Mary Barstsas.  Through Maryõs generosity, Philoptochos continues to help 
countless needy individuals in our community.   

Our last General Meeting of the season will take place on Tuesday, 
May 11.   We will be labeling Agape Bears for the sick children at UMC.   
Please join us before we say good-bye for the summer. 

Yours in Christ, April Karalis and the Philoptochos Board 

ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST 

GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH 
 

5300 S. El Camino Rd. 

Las Vegas, NV 89118 
 

Rev. Father John Hondros 
 

Karen Rawlinson 

Administrative Assistant 
 

Maria Kakavulias 

 Business Administrator 
 

Sheryl Lujan  

Facilities and Catering Manager 
 

Office Hours 
Monday - Friday   

9:00 am - 5:00 pm 
 

Telephone: (702) 221-8245 

FAX: (702) 221-9167 

E-mail: 

frjohn@vegasgreekorthodox.com 

Website: vegasgreekorthodox.com 
 

Parish Council: Peter Kypreos 
 

Philoptochos:  April Karalis 
 

Choir: Faye Brown 
 

Chanters/Youth Choir: 

Presvytera Maria Hondros 
 

Church School:  

Eileen Koutsulis 
 

Altar Servers: 

Sam Koutsulis  
 

Stewardship Committee: 

Angela Coutris  
 

Hellenic Historical Society: 

Nitsa Filios 
 

Senior GOYA: 

Effie Lekar and Eileen Koutsulis 
 

Junior GOYA: 

Tami Stefanatos 

Tammy Chomakos 
 

HOPE and JOY: 

Jennifer Orlando  

Sharon Katsaros  
 

Orthodox Family Fellowship: 

Michael and Tami Stefanatos 
 

Youth Ministries:  

Eileen Koutsulis 
 

Orthodox Connection Las Vegas:  

Adam Bieker  
 

Forerunners:   

Ruth Plentzas 
 

Greek Folk Dance:   

Tina Liaos, Chair 

Bessie Stavropoulos, Director 
 

Orthodox Bookstore:  

Costa Frangakis 
 

Greek Language Classes: 

Thymios Carabas 

Philoptochos 
News 

 

Our Community Registry  
 

Baptized into Christ: Na Mas Zisoun!  
 

Andrew, son of Andrew and Summerly Flessas on March 26, 2010.  
Godparent:  Peter N. Flessas.  

 
Spyridon (Sam), son of George and Jenny Mulopulos on April 10, 2010.  

Godparents:  Spiridon and Eleni Filios.  
 

Nicoletta, daughter of Jeremy and Romina Chomakos on April 11, 2010.  
Godparents:  Nectarios and Maria Soper.  

 
Marriages : Na Zisete!  

 
Dustin Loughton and Irene Taxopoulos on April 10, 2010.  

Sponsor:  Efstathios Tzelalis.  
 

Peter D. Pappas and Sheilah S. Pappas on April 17, 2010. 
Sponsor:  Konstantine Pappas. 

 
Robert Stephen Bingham and Melissa JoAnn Galvan on April 18, 2010. 

Sponsor:  Gus W. Flangas. 
 

Fallen Asleep in the Lord:  Eternal Memory 
 

Lincoln F. Stock on March 31, 2010.  Funeral on April 6.       

Holy Land Pilgrimage 
 
 His Grace Bishop Ilia Katre would like 

to invite all who are interested to join him in 

a pilgrimage to the Holy Land and Mount 

Sinai.  The pilgrimage is from September 29 to 
October 10, 2010, with an optional extension 

to Greece from October 11 to 18.  Please stop by the Church Office to 

pick up a copy of the brochure.   
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Orthodox Connection Las Vegas 
 

 Orthodox Connection Las Vegas was established in February 2007 as a Pan-Orthodox ministry, under the auspices of 
St. John the Baptist Church, for single persons in their 20s, 30s and 40s.  After three years of dedicated service, Angela Coutris 
passed the torch to Matthew Castillo earlier this year.  Matthew has led OCLV enthusiastically these past months, but shortly 
after Pascha made the move to Southern California for new employment and to be closer to family.  I have recently appointed 
another faithful young man of our parish, Adam Bieker, who is eager to serve and brings his own fresh approach to this ministry.  
Please show Adam your support, and feel free to contact him with your ideas.  ~Fr. John 
 Brothers and Sisters of OCLV, 
 Christ Is Risen!  It is with much excitement that I have accepted becoming the new head of OCLV.  
My goal is to continue and grow on some of the fresh ideas that have been discussed by our previous leaders 
and to bring life back into this important ministry of the Church. 
 The mission of Orthodox Connection Las Vegas is to encourage participation of those in their 20s 
through 40s in the life of the Church through worship, witness, service and fellowship.  I look forward to 
sharing and experiencing these upcoming events with all of you as well as hearing from you about your ideas 
of how to make this ministry fun and exciting.  I encourage everyone who is interested in having a good time 
and growing in our faith to join us.  If you are interested in participating or have not been receiving regular 
emails please email me at orthodoxconnectionlv@gmail.com or call me at (702) 321-7611. 
 Our upcoming event will be a potluck picnic at Sunset Park on Saturday, May 22 at 12:00 pm.   Please 
RSVP through email or phone call and include the item you would like to bring or contact me for a list of 
items needed.  All existing and interested members and your friends are encouraged to join us.  Please watch 
for emails and updates in the Weekly Bulletin for exact location at the park. 

In Christ, Adam Bieker 

Orthodox Bookstore 
 
Hello from the Bookstore!  Christ is Risen! 
 First of all, I would like to announce that Matthew Castillo, who has 
been a great help to our Orthodox Bookstore ministry at St John the Baptist 
Church, has moved back to California to be closer to his family.  I would like to 
thank Matthew for all of his effective assistance these past few years. 
 Adam Bieker has graciously agreed to help out and fill in when I am not 
able to be here.  Welcome, Adam!  If you need assistance to make a purchase in 
the Bookstore, Adam is also on hand to help. 
 This month we are highlighting the book, St. Silouan the Athonite, 
written by his disciple, Archimandrite Sophrony. St. Silouan reposed in 1938 
and this book offers a wealth of spiritual counsels and insights.  The following 
are excerpts: 
 òMany a rich and powerful man would pay dearly to see the Lord, or His most Holy Mother, but God does not reveal 
Himself to riches but to the humble soul.ó 
 òIf the Lord has left us ignorant of the ordering of many things in this world, then it means it is not necessary for us to 
know. We cannot compass all creation with our minds.ó 
 òThe Holy Spirit teaches us to love our enemies, so that the soul pities them as if they were her own children.ó 
 òWhat joy is ours that the Lord not only forgives sins but allows the soul to know Him, so soon as she humbles herself. 
The poorest wretch can humble himself and know God in the Holy Spirit. There is no need of money or possessions to know God, 
only of humility. The Lord gives Himself freely, for His mercyõs sake alone. I did not know this before but now every day and hour, 
every minute, I see clearly the mercy of God. The Lord gives peace even in sleep, but without God there is no peace in the soul.ó 
 Until next month, God willing, ICXC NIKA, Costa Frangakis, Director 

mailto:orthodoxconnectionlv@gmail.com
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Youth Ministries  
 

Church School 
 
Hi Everyone!  Christos Anesti! 
We will be collecting jars of un-opened peanut butter up until Pentecost Sunday, May 23.  Please 

bring jars to any of the Church School teachers.   The peanut butter will be going to Three Square Food Bank 
in Las Vegas.  For one in eight Americans, hunger is a reality, and Southern Nevada is no different.  Please be 
generous, as peanut butter is their most needed item. 

We will no longer be accepting any more students for this school year as our program is coming to a 
close.  Please save the date for our Commencement on Sunday, June 6.    We look forward to seeing your 
children next school year in the fall.  Also, Family Worship Sunday will be on May 30. 

Eileen Koutsulis, Church School Director (702) 521-6516 or vivaleenie@cox.net 
 

Youth Choir News  
 
Christos Anesti! 

 The Youth Choir was marvelous during Lent and Holy Week this year.  Holy Saturday 
Morning was awesome!  Kudos to all the kids who stepped up to the plate to help out in the 
extra services, including readings during Holy Week; it was great!  Everyone in the 
congregation and visitors alike love your voices and your ability to chant some remarkable 
hymns. Congratulations!  Also, Bishop Ilia along with visitors from Greece were impressed by the service on 
Sunday, April 11.  Keep up the good work! 
 We will chant the next Divine Liturgy on Motherõs Day, Sunday, May 9.   Please be there early at 
9:40 am.   Much appreciated.  Our Moms, Yiayias, Theias, and Nounas will love hearing all of you. 
 Thanks, and God bless all of you. 

Love, Presvytera Maria 
 

HOPE and JOY  
 
 Thank you to everyone that joined us on the hike last month.  It was a lot of fun and the waterfall was 
beautiful!  This month we will be meeting on Saturday, May 8, 10:00 am, at the Henderson Bird Viewing 
Preserve, located at 2400 Moser Drive, off of Boulder Highway and Sunset.  This park has over 200 species of 
birds and nine ponds for our children to enjoy.  Please bring sunscreen and binoculars. 

RSVP with Sharon Katsaros at (702) 292-0850.  Hope to see you there! 
Sharon Katsaros and Jenn Orlando, HOPE & JOY Advisors  

 

GOYA 
 

Christos Anesti!  Hello GOYAns!   
We are having volleyball practice each Monday in Panos Hall, 5:30-7:00 pm.  We hope to attend the 

Volleyball Tournament hosted by the St. Anthony Church in Pasadena, CA on the weekend of 
June 26.  It's always a fun tournament, so please join us for practices. 
 Effie Lekar (702) 768-5500 & Eileen Kousulis (702) 521-6516 (Senior Advisors)
 Tammy Chomakos (702) 338-4671 & Tami Stefanatos (702) 491-2713  
 (Junior Advisors) 
 
òBe strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus . . . An athlete is not crowned 

unless he competes according to the rules.ó (2 Timothy 2:1, 5) 


