
The Desert  Messenger 
òBehold, I send My messenger before Your Face, who shall prepare Your way...ó (Matthew 11:10)  

 

Beloved in Christ: 
 Now that we are well into our Lenten journey, we may be growing weary from the 
demands of the strict fast and additional services that we are struggling to find the time to 
attend.  Or if we are at the opposite end of the spectrum, and have chosen to abstain from the 
fast and all the Lenten services, perhaps it is because we question the need for doing so.  

Whether we are taking Lent seriously or not, as Orthodox Christians we must have the correct 
understanding of why we have this prolonged period of abstinence. 
 On the Sunday before we enter the forty-day Fast, which the Holy Fathers prescribed in 
commemoration of the banishment of Adam from Paradise, the hymns for that day teach us our reason for 
fasting:  As with Adam, God has blessed us with all we need to have an abundant life and, like our ancestor, 
we freely choose to rebel against our Creator because we are arrogantly convinced ð due to our weaknesses 
or our egos, or both ð that we know better than Him what is best for us. 
 Adherence to the Fast must be understood primarily as an exercise of subjecting our mind, body and 
soul to the will of God.  When Adam and Eve disregarded Godõs command, under the false belief that there 
was something better out there, their separation was immediate and disastrous, for sin and death entered 
into the equation and humanity was cast into exile from the Kingdom of God:  òThen the Lord God said, 
ôBehold, the man has become like one of us, knowing good and evil; and now, lest he put forth his hand 
and take also of the tree of life, and eat, and live foreverõ ð therefore the Lord God sent him forth from 
the garden of Eden . . .ó (Genesis 3:22)  Through our obedience to the teachings and Tradition of the 
Church, which God established for our salvation, we hopefully wake up to the fact that the Giver of all 
knows what we need and provides it ð just as Jesus proclaimed to the devil after fasting forty days in the 
wilderness: òMan shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of 
God.ó (Matthew 4:4) 
 Midway in Lent, the Orthodox Church draws the attention of the faithful to the Holy and Life-
Giving Cross of our Lord, so that we might no longer look back with mourning at our exile from God, but 
rather ahead with joy toward the One Who came in the flesh to redeem us:  òIn Paradise of old the tree stripped me 
bare; for by giving me its fruit to eat, the enemy brought in death.  But now the Tree of the Cross that clothes men with the 
garment of life has been set up on earth, and the whole world is filled with boundless joy.ó (Orthros, Sunday of the Cross)  
The Cross becomes the new Tree of Life, which our Lord voluntarily endured to vanquish the ancient curse 
and restore fallen humanity to the Kingdom of God. 
 It is not enough for us to be recipients of Godõs forgiveness and gift of reconciliation, we must respond 
to Christ by heeding His command to deny ourselves, take up our Cross and follow Him. (Mark 8:34)    
Otherwise we willingly opt to remain in exile rather than as citizens in the Kingdom of God ð choosing 
death over life.  With our eyes toward the Cross we have our solid foundation for fasting, and hopefully 
comprehend our need to find nourishment in the spiritual delicacies that benefit us and glorify our Crucified 
and Resurrected Lord ð through genuine repentance, willing obedience, ceaseless prayer, frequently 
partaking of the Word of God and the Holy Mysteries, and eagerly showing mercy, forgiveness and love. 

 Love in Christ, 

St. John the Baptist Greek Orthodox Church, Las Vegas, NV Volume 8, Issue 3  March 2010 

From  
Father 
John 
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WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
Sundays:  8:45 am Orthros ~ 10:00 am Divine Liturgy  

Church School follows Holy Communion  

Monday, March 1  
6:30 pm  Great Compline  
 

Wednesday, March 3 
6:30 pm  Presanctified Liturgy 
 

Friday, March 5 
7:00 pm  3rd Salutations to the Theotokos  
 

Sunday, March 7/3rd Sunday of Lent/Veneration 
of the Holy Cross/Procession of Holy Cross at Doxology  
Orthros:  Tone Six (Second Plagal   
Resurrection Gospel:  Luke 24:36-53  
Epistle:  Hebrews 4:14-18; 5:1-6  
Gospel:  Mark 8:34-38; 9:1 
6:00 pm  Lenten Vespers at St. Michael  
 

Monday, March 8 
6:30 pm  Great Compline  
 

Wednesday, March 10  
6:30 pm  Presanctified Liturgy  
 

Friday, March 12  
7:00 pm  4th  Salutations to the Theotokos  
 

Sunday, March 14/4th of Lent/St. John Climacos 
Orthros:  Tone Seven (Grave)  
Resurrection Gospel:  John 20:1-10  
Epistle:  Hebrews 6:13-20 
Gospel:  Mark 9:17-31 
6:00 pm  Lenten Vespers at St. Simeon  
 

Monday, March 15 
6:30 pm  Great Compline  
 

Wednesday, March 17 
6:30 pm  Presanctified Liturgy  
 

Friday, March 19  
7:00 pm  The Akathist Hymn  
 

Sunday, March 21/5th of Lent/St. Mary of Egypt 
Orthros:  Tone Eight (Fourth Plagal) 
Resurrection Gospel:  John 20:11-18 
Epistle:  Hebrews 9:11-14  
Gospel:  Mark 10:32-45 
6:00 pm  Lenten Vespers at St. Paul the Apostle  
(Hosted by St. George Romanian Church) 
 
Monday, March 22 
6:30 pm  Great Compline   

Wednesday, March 24 
9:00 am  Presanctified Liturgy  
6:30 pm  Great Vespers of Annunciation  
 

Thursday, March 25/Annunciation of the Theotokos 
8:00 am  Orthros ~ 9:00 am  Divine Liturgy 
Epistle:  Hebrews 2:1-18  
Gospel:  Luke 1:24-38   
 

Saturday, March 27/Saturday of Lazaros  
8:00 am  Orthros ~ 9:00 am  Divine Liturgy  
Epistle:  Hebrews 12:28-29; 13:1-8 
Gospel:  John 11:1-45 
6:00 pm  Great Vespers w/Metropolitan Gerasimos  
 

Sunday, March 28/Palm Sunday w/Met. Gerasimos 
Festal Gospel (Orthros):  Matthew 21:1-17 
Epistle:  Philippians 4:4-9 
Gospel:  John 12:1-18 
  
Palm Sunday Evening, March 28 
7:00 pm  1st Bridegroom Service w/Met. Gerasimos  
 
Holy Monday, March 29  
7:00 pm  2nd Bridegroom Service  
 
Holy Tuesday, March 30   
7:00 pm  3rd Bridegroom Service/Hymn of Kassiani  
 
Holy Wednesday, March 31  
9:00 am  Presanctified Liturgy  
7:00 pm  Holy Unction/Anointing with Holy Oil  
 
Holy Thursday, April 1  
9:00 am  Vesperal Liturgy of St. Basil  
7:00 pm  Holy Passion of our Lord/12 Gospel Readings  
 

Holy Friday, April 2  
10:00 am  Royal Hours  
3:00 pm  Descent from the Cross/Childrenõs Procession 
7:00 pm  Lamentations/Procession of the Epitaphion  
 

Holy Saturday, April 3 
9:00 am  Vesperal Liturgy of St. Basil 
11:00 pm  Vigil of the Resurrection  
 
Sunday, April 4/GREAT AND HOLY PASCHA 
12:00 am  Resurrectional Orthros & Divine Liturgy  
Festal Gospel (Orthros):  Mark 16:1-8 
Epistle:  Acts 1:1-9   
Gospel:  John 1:1-17 
12:00 pm  Agape Vespers and Picnic 
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SUNDAY SCHEDULE 
 

March  7  
Ushers: Demetrios Philippou, Pete Kypreos, Angela 

Coutris, George Bochanis, Darrick Cole and Gary Waters 
Memorial: Stella Tasios (1 year), Robert Tasios (1 year); 

Jean Miralles (1 year); Maria Christie.  
Fellowship:  Philoptochos ~ Sunday of the Holy Cross   

 
March 14  

Ushers:  Marina Adamy, Spiros Filios, William Carrico, 
Sam Koutsulis, George Kakavulias and Alex Sparkuhl  

Fellowship:  Forerunners - The Seniors of St. John 
 

March 21 
Ushers:  Darrick Cole, Angela Coutris, Pete Kypreos, 

George Bochanis, Gary Waters and Demetrios Phillipou   
Fellowship:  Daughters of Penelope ~ Bake Sale  

 
March 28 ~ PALM SUNDAY 
Ushers:  Entire Parish Council   

PALM SUNDAY LUNCHEON   

 I hope that everyone is doing well during our Lenten journey.  I hope to see a good 
attendance at the Great Compline, Presanctified Liturgy and Salutations services.  Please 
also remember to attend the Lenten Retreat with Mother Melania on Saturday, March 6 
held here at St. John. 

 Last month, Father John, George Kakavulias and I attended the Metropolis Clergy-Laity at St. 
Nicholas Ranch.  We took a lot of valuable information from the assembly and hope to apply it to our 
community.    
 The Building Committee is slowly making the repairs around Church grounds; several projects have 
been completed already, including the dome and doors of the Church and the floors in Panos and Kokkos Hall.   
If you see anything that needs improvement, please let us know.  
  His Eminence Metropolitan Gerasimos will return this year to our parish on Palm Sunday weekend!  
He will celebrate Great Vespers on Saturday, March 27 and on Palm Sunday, March 28, Orthros and 
Hierarchical Liturgy, and the First Bridegroom Service on Sunday evening.  Following Liturgy we will have 
our annual Palm Sunday Fish Luncheon in Panos Hall.  Please mark your calendars for the Agape Picnic on the 
Sunday of Pascha, April 4.  I look forward to sharing this Lenten season with each of you.   
 Peter Kypreos, Parish Council President    

Presidentõs 
Column 

Financial Status for Month of January 2010 
 
   Beginning Balance       Internal Bank Transfers  Balances 
Bank Accounts  as of 12.31.09 Income  Expenses Transfers In Transfers Out as of 1.31.10  
General Operating  $(7,345.79) $94,761.68 $54,547.90      $32,867.99 
Building/Maintenance $63,873.88 $8.05  $26,950.00     $36,931.93 
Community/Education Ctr $13,687.32 $500.00  $4,056.63      $10,130.69 
Construction (Loan Paymts) $45,098.90    $5,235.93      $39,862.97 
Food Festival  $40,206.84 $5,579.00         $45,785.84 
Icon Money Market $32,308.32 $1,644.94  $37.00       $33,916.26 
Library Checking  $25,968.63 $4.13           $25,972.76 
Construction Loan  $685,667.04             $684,034.83 
Revolving Line of Credit $77,122.98 (Balance on line of credit transferred to 5-yr term loan)    $0.00 
Term Loan (5 year loan)  $0.00          $77,122.98 

 

His Eminence  
Metropolitan Gerasimos 

of San Francisco 
will visit our parish on  

on Palm Sunday Weekend 
 

Please welcome His Eminence, 
join us in worship 

and receive his blessing  
 

Saturday, March 27  
6:00 pm  Great Vespers  

 

Sunday, March 28   
8:45 am  Orthros  

10:00 am  Hierarchical Divine Liturgy 
Palm Sunday Luncheon follows  

 

7:00 pm  1st Bridegroom Service 
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 Hello Ladies!  March is here, and with Pascha 
arriving early this year, we are going to be busy! Thank 
you to all the ladies who attended our February General 
Meeting.   We were able to assemble 250 care packages 

for the victims of the earthquake in Haiti.   On March 7 we will host the 
Fellowship for the Sunday of the Cross, with Ernestine Kachikis as chair. 

The Palm Sunday Luncheon will be on March 28, and Philoptochos 
will be serving.  We are honored to have Metropolitan Gerasimos with us 
again this year for the Palm Sunday weekend. 
 On April 1 we will be dying red eggs after Holy Thursday morning 
Liturgy. Andrea Takas would appreciate any and all help for this large 
project.  There will be no egg sales this year, but you are invited to bring your 
cooked eggs at the end of the project to be dyed.  On Holy Friday, April 2 , 
following the Royal Hours we will decorate the Epitaphion with Ernestine 
Kachikis.  Of course, April 4 is Pascha, and Amalia Dominguez has kindly 
offered to manage the pastry booth at the Agape Picnic again this year.   
 Philoptochos is introducing a new and exciting drawing this year. It's 
called the òWine Wagonó and consists of a new radio flyer wagon filled to the 
brim with bottles of wine! Tickets will be $5 dollars each and are available 
now.  The big winner will be announced at the Agape Picnic.  Bernadette 
Anthony is chairing this event.    

Last but not least, we will be having a guest speaker from Three 
Square, at our General Meeting on March 9.   Three Square helps feed the 
hungry in our community, and we will learn about the wonderful work this 
organization does.  Please join us for this meeting and all our upcoming 
events. Spring is a beautiful time to get out and enjoy the bonds of 
sisterhood while making a difference in the lives of others!  
 Yours in Christ, April Karalis and the Philoptochos Board 

ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST 

GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH 
 

5300 S. El Camino Rd. 

Las Vegas, NV 89118 
 

Rev. Father John Hondros 
 

Karen Rawlinson 

Administrative Assistant 
 

Maria Kakavulias 

 Business Administrator 
 

To Be Determined 

Facilities and Catering Manager 
 

Office Hours 
Monday - Friday   

9:00 am - 5:00 pm 
 

Telephone: (702) 221-8245 

FAX: (702) 221-9167 

E-mail: 

frjohn@vegasgreekorthodox.com 

Website: vegasgreekorthodox.com 
 

Parish Council: Peter Kypreos 
 

Philoptochos:  April Karalis 
 

Choir: Faye Brown 
 

Chanters/Youth Choir: 

Presvytera Maria Hondros 
 

Church School:  

Eileen Koutsulis 
 

Altar Servers: 

Sam Koutsulis  
 

Stewardship Committee: 

Angela Coutris  
 

Hellenic Historical Society: 

Nitsa Filios 
 

Senior GOYA: 

Effie Lekar and Eileen Koutsulis 
 

Junior GOYA: 

Tami Stefanatos 

Tammy Chomakos 
 

HOPE and JOY: 

Jennifer Orlando  

Sharon Katsaros  
 

Orthodox Family Fellowship: 

Michael and Tami Stefanatos 
 

Youth Ministries:  

Eileen Koutsulis 
 

Orthodox Connection Las Vegas:  

Matthew Castillo  
 

Forerunners:   

Ruth Plentzas 
 

Greek Folk Dance:   

Tina Liaos, Chair 

Bessie Stavropoulos, Director 
 

Orthodox Bookstore:  

Costa Frangakis 
 

Greek Language Classes: 

Thymios Carabas 

 

Adult Study: ôThe Way of a Pilgrimõ 
 

On Wednesdays at 8:00 pm 
Meets in Kokkos Hall  

 

Fr. John Hondros, Instructor ~ Open to all 

Philoptochos 
News 

Notes from the Loft 
 
 The Choir will be singing the Hierarchical Divine Liturgy 
on Palm Sunday, March 28, presided by His Eminence 

Metropolitan Gerasimos.  In addition, we will sing for the Bridegroom 
Services on Palm Sunday, Holy Monday, Holy Tuesday, the Lamentations 
Service on Holy Friday and Midnight Resurrection Service and Liturgy.  
 Scheduled practices are before the Salutations to the Theotokos on 
Fridays, March 5, 12, and 19 at 5:30 pm.  Practice for Palm Sunday will be 
Wednesday, March 24 at 5:30 pm.  Practice for Holy Week will be on Palm 
Sunday, March 28 at 6:00 pm, and March 29, 30 and 31 at 5:30 pm.   
 Since the music for Lent and Pascha is challenging, I cannot stress 
how important it is to attend these rehearsals if you plan to sing with us.  
 Faye Brown, Choir Director 
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The Clark County Orthodox Clergy Association 
Invites All Orthodox and Interested Seekers to the Annual 

 

Lenten Retreat 
 

Saturday, March 6, 2010 
 

At St. John the Baptist Greek Orthodox Church 
5300 South El Camino Road, Las Vegas (Off Hacienda, between Jones and Torrey Pines) 

 

Mother Melania, Retreat Speaker 
 

òSpiritual Wholeness: Overcoming the Passions 
By Strengthening the Virtuesó 

 
 

 

 

  
  
  
 Mother Melania is the acting superior of the community of Holy Annunciation Monastery in Calistoga, 
California.  She has written several series of childrenõs books (The Twelve Great Feasts for Children; The Three-Day Pascha; 
and the first four books in the òOld Testament Stories for Childrenó Series).  Lately, she has been studying St. John 
Chrysostomõs writings.  Because he was writing not to monks but to people living in the world, he has much practical advice to 
offer for todayõs Christian. 
 For more information, please contact Karen at (702) 221-8245.  Make checks payable to Clark County Orthodox 
Clergy Association.  Deadline for registration is Wednesday, March 3. 

 

$15 per person, includes Lenten meals 

Program 
 

   9:00 am Morning Prayer 
   9:30 am Continental Breakfast 
   10:00 am Introduction: Through  
  What Lens Do We View  
  Life, Law, Healing and  
  Community 
   11:00 am The Insanity of Sin 
   12:00 pm Lenten Lunch 
   1:00 pm The Chief Spiritual Diseases: 
  The 8 Ruling Passions 
   2:00 pm How to Cure the Passions:  
  General Prescriptions 
   3:00 pm The Progression of the  
  Passions and How to Stop It 
   4:00 pm Wrap Up  
   5:00 pm Great Vespers 
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The Parish Council and Philoptochos 
cordially invite you to join 

His Eminence Metropolitan Gerasimos of San Francisco 
for the annual 

 

Palm Sunday  
Fish Luncheon 

Sunday, March 28, 2010 
 

Following the Hierarchical Divine Liturgy 
$15 per person 

 

Net proceeds benefit the Parish Operations 

Orthodox Connection Las Vegas 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters,  
This monthõs gathering comes very soon to us:  We will be attending the Lenten Retreat held here at 

St. John the Baptist on Saturday, March 6.   We will be graced to have Mother Melania, acting superior of the 
community of Holy Annunciation Monastery in Calistoga, CA, as our retreat speaker.   

From a personal perspective, after hearing CDs made from a prior retreat some time ago, Motherõs 
words and knowledge of the struggles we face in living a true Christian life really set the tone for my trip I 
made exactly one year ago to St. Anthonyõs Monastery in Florence, AZ.  Great is the Lord in His providential 
care that I will be able to personally now meet this nun who got me to dig a little deeper into the soul and 
want to strive to live fully for Christ.   

I encourage all to attend this special event.  I pray the Holy Spirit continues to flow from Motherõs 
words through her example, and that many hearts will be enkindled by the spark of Divine Love.  

By the intercessions of the Theotokos, Matthew Castillo  

Tsoureki and Koulourakia Sale 
 
 TSOUREKI ($12 per loaf) AND KOULOURAKIA ($6 per dozen):  Please contact the Church 
Office to pre-order the traditional sweet bread and cookies for Pascha; the last day for orders is March 19.  
Please join us for baking on Saturday, March 20 at 9:00 am.  The Tsourekia and Koulourakia will be 
available for pick-up following Liturgy on Palm Sunday, March 28. 
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Please join us for our  

AGAPE PICNIC  
 

Holy Pascha  
Sunday, April 4, 2010  

Beginning with Agape Vespers at 12:00 noon  
Dinner served until 3:30 pm  

 

Greek Salad  
Traditional Roasted Lamb  

Rice Pilaf  & More  
$20 per plate  

 

Greek Music & Dancing  
Greek Pastries  

Easter Egg Hunt for the Kids  
 

On the Grounds of  
St. John the Baptist Greek Orthodox Church  

(Hacienda between Jones & Torrey Pines ) 
 

Tickets available on Sundays from Parish Council Members  
or during the week at the Church Office  

For information, please call (702) 221 -8245  
 

CHRIST IS RISEN!  CHRISTOS ANESTI!  
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Youth Ministries  
 

Annual Palm Tying and Lenten Breakfast  
 
 Calling all youth . . . younger, older and in-between:  Please join us on Saturday of 
Lazaros, March 27, following the Divine Liturgy for our annual Palm Tying and Lenten 
Continental Breakfast.  We are blessed each year with the palms supplied by the Demoleas 
Family, and we need many hands to make the palm crosses in preparation for Palm Sunday.  
Looking forward to seeing you there!  
 

Church School 
 
Hi Everyone!  On Palm Sunday, March 28 we will be blessed to have His Eminence Metropolitan 

Gerasimos of San Francisco with us again.  As it is a Major Holy Feast of the Church and because His 
Eminence will be with us, we will be having Family Worship that day and there will be no classes.  Parents, 
please be sure to arrive by 10:00 am, as the Church will fill up that day!   

Even though we are well into the Church School year, we are still receiving children in our program.  
Parents, please register your children, using the forms on the bulletin boards in the Education Building.  Are 
you interested in knowing what your children are learning?   Please ask the teachers or see the lesson plans on 
the boards.   

We have started our Lenten collection for Pennies and Prayers, and this will continue through Palm 
Sunday.  Pennies and Prayers started in 1981.  The funds we collect go to the Commission for Orthodox 
Missions and Evangelism (COME).  As Orthodox people gather strength in numbers, COME identifies areas 
where mission parishes are needed, establishes them and nurtures their growth by providing grants for 
everything from building code compliance and priestsõ salaries to purchasing books and materials.   

Please start to collect your loose change.  If the children ask you for a donation, over and over again, 
please be generous but, more importantly, please be kind.  They are asking you from their heart.  We will also 
be sending the children home with containers so they can collect from their household.  The children who 
bring change every Sunday from their containers will receive a little treat.   

We will again be tying palms on Lazaros Saturday, March 27, after Divine Liturgy.  Please join us for 
fun and fellowship.  òMany hands help ease the load!ó 

Please let me know if you have and questions or concerns. 
Eileen Koutsulis, Church School Director (702) 521-6516 or vivaleenie@cox.net 
 

Youth Choir News  
 

 Kali Sarakosti!  Every Lenten season, the Youth Choir has the opportunity to chant in 
some of our beautiful services.  One of the favorites is the Salutations (Heretismi) Service to the 
Theotokos on Friday evenings.  We will continue rehearsals on Friday evenings, March 5, 12 
and 19 at 6:15 pm before the service.  
 We also chanted the Pan-Orthodox Vespers on Sunday, February 21 at our parish.  We have been 
invited to chant the responses at the Pan-Orthodox Vespers at St. Michael Antiochian Orthodox Church on 
Sunday, March 7; we will meet there at 5:15 pm for rehearsal before Vespers.   Sunday practices will continue 
after Church School.  These practices are important, especially for our newcomers to our group.   
 The Youth Choir was the recipient of a sizable donation from the Alea Chapter of the Pan-Arcadian 
Federation of America.  It is truly an honor for our group to be recognized of their accomplishments by other 
organizations.  We thank the Pan-Arcadians very much and appreciate their generosity.  

Keep up the great singing!  Our community appreciates your young voices! 
Love, Presvytera Maria 
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HOPE and JOY  
 
 Spring is in the air!  Let's enjoy this beautiful weather with a nice hike at Red Rock.  We 
will explore the Childrenõs Discovery Trail on Saturday, March 13.   

We will meet up in front of the Red Rock Visitorõs Center at 10:00 am and caravan out 
to the trail.   Please pack sunscreen, water and a sack lunch to enjoy at the waterfall.  Hope to see you there!  

Please RSVP with Sharon Katsaros at (702) 242-2457.   
 

GOYA 
 
 Hello GOYAns!  Please join us for our annual Lenten Retreat to be held at Church on March 12-13 for 
all 6th-12th graders.  We will meet on Friday at 5:00 pm and end on Saturday at 2:00 pm. 
 There is no cost, but you must RSVP by Wednesday, March 10, so we can prepare for meals and 
supplies.  Please be dressed appropriately for Salutations to the Theotokos on Friday, and also bring:  PJs, any 
other overnight necessities and a change of clothes for Saturday.   It is a great time to prepare for and embrace 
the most holy season of our Orthodox Faith, and we will again block some time for Holy Confession!   Come 
learn and, of course, have a fun time doing so with your peers, priests and chaperones.  
 Please join us in the large kitchen on Saturday, March 20:  we will be learning to bake Tsourekia and 
Koulourakia from the pros in our parish, so that one day we can carry on the tradition!  Finally, we will need 
the help of the GOYA in tying palms on Saturday of Lazaros, March 27, following Liturgy. 
 Wishing you all a Blessed Lent!  Effie and Eileen (Sr. GOYA) ~ Tammy and Tami (Jr. GOYA) 
  

Giving us before Your Passion an assurance of  

the General Resurrection, You raised Lazaros from the dead,  

O Christ our God.  Therefore, like the children, we also carry 

tokens of victory, and cry to You the Conqueror of death:  

Hosanna in the highest;  

blessed is He Who comes in the Name of the Lord.   

~ Apolytikion, Saturday of Lazaros  

 

Buried with You through Baptism, O Christ our God,  

we have been granted immortal life by Your Resurrection,  

and we sing Your praises, saying:  Hosanna in the highest!  

Blessed is He Who comes in the Name of the Lord. 

~ Apolytikion, Palm Sunday  
 

Myrrh -Bearers 
 
 If you are a girl in 7th ð12th grades and would like to be a Myrrh-Bearer, please call or text Eileen 
Koutsulis at (702) 521-6516.  You must commit to the Holy Week services on the evenings of Palm Sunday, 
Holy Thursday, Holy Friday and Holy Saturday.  We will have an informational meeting on Sunday, March 21 
right after Church School in the Middle School Classroom. 
 

Altar Servers  
  
 There will be a mandatory Altar Server practice on Saturday, March 20 at 10:00 am in the Church, in 
preparation for the visit of His Eminence Metropolitan Gerasimos and Holy Week services.  See you there! 
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Forerunners ~ The Seniors of St. John the Baptist 
 
 We had a fun-filled Lenten luncheon in February!  It was great to see everyone there after our 
long break.  Please join us for our next Lenten luncheon on Tuesday, March 16 at 11:30 am in Panos 
Hall.  Watch the Weekly Bulletin for more details.  
 Please remember that we are still collecting 2010 membership dues of $10 per person.   
 Lastly, we continue to support the homeless youth with healthy snack foods each month; 
everyone has been so generous in their donations.  Yours in Christ, Ruth Plentzas  

Orthodox Bookstore 
 

Hello from the Bookstore!  Are you looking for excellent Orthodox 
books for children (and adults too)? 

Please come by the Bookstore and take a look at our new selections.  
We are very happy to offer the full line of childrenõs books from Potamitis 
Publishing, which is a publisher in Greece! They currently offer five titles 
which are available in Greek and English.  The books feature beautiful iconic 
color illustrations.   

The titles are:  My Prayer Book, My Warrior Saints, Saint Catherine, Saint 
Christopher, and Saint Dionysios of Zakinthos. 

I am sure that you and your children will love these titles which will 
help our Orthodox Christian youth to know God better and begin their 
journey into the beautiful spiritual life of our Church. 

Until next month, may our Panagia be with us.   
ICXC NIKA, Costa Frangakis, Director  

 

Our Community Registry  
 

Baptized into Christ: Na Mas Zisi! 
 

John, son of Jason and Lindsay Flangas on February 13, 2010.   
Godparents:  Arthur Flangas and Vanessa Rizzo. 

 

Chrismation:  
 

Irini (Aarin) Alcala on February 14, 2010.  
Sponsor: Evangelia Coutris.  

 

Marriage: Na Zisete!  
 

Tesfu Tewolde and Mehret Hagos on January 30, 2010.  
Sponsor: Aklilu Michael Asefaha  

 

Fallen Asleep in the Lord:  Eternal Memory 
 

Philip Abe Abraham on January 25, 2010.  Funeral on January 30.  

 

As the thief I confess to You:  Lord, remember me in Your Kingdom. 


