
The Desert  Messenger 
òBehold, I send My messenger before Your Face, who shall prepare Your way...ó (Matthew 11:10)  

 
Beloved in Christ: 
 What an amazing experience we all shared during the celebration events affiliated with 
the 50th Anniversary of our parish!  From the historical lectures to the strolling tour of the 
chronological pictorial and World Odyssey exhibits . . . from the moving worship to the joyful 
Greek village feast . . . from the thoughtful reflections to the awarding of the faithful service of a 

fellow parishioner . . . the 50th Anniversary Celebration of òOur Golden Heritageó at St. John the Baptist 
Greek Orthodox Church embodied in every way the best of stewardship.   
 The magnificent events of the 50th Anniversary of our parish hopefully revealed something very 
significant to all of us ð namely, that we are able to partake of the many blessings offered through our 
Church here in Las Vegas thanks to the grace of God and the good and faithful stewardship of those who 
offered willingly and completely their time, talents and treasures for His glory and our sanctification.  I 
admit, however, that as I explore the current exhibit in Panos Hall and examine closely the many photos of 
the early years and the miraculous development of our community during the past two decades, I find myself 
asking the following:  Do most of our present parish members genuinely and dynamically embrace that same 
vision and stewardship of those who paved the way, given that we spend so much time and effort making 
pleas for committed leaders, volunteers for our many needs and meaningful financial support? 
 This month our parish embarks on a new Stewardship Drive, starting with Stewardship Sunday on 
November 15, when all of us will be challenged with our theme for 2010 to òCome and See!ó   These words 
were spoken by our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ as a compelling invitation to the early Disciples He 
encountered to come and see where He was staying. (John 1:39)  And the genuine response of the Disciples 
showed us ð in a way that is still relevant twenty centuries later ð that following Christ means, first, leaving 
our own cares and needs behind, and then, offering our whole life to Him, whatever the cost.  This total 
commitment of oneõs life ð in the time, talents and resources we are blessed with ð is the stewardship that is 
pleasing to God.   
 Jesus Christ did not ask anything more of His Disciples ð or us ð than He Himself was willing to give 
(and admittedly He gave so much more), for in every way our Lord and Savior was, is, and always shall be 
the perfect icon of stewardship.  We are active stewards to the extent we cooperate with and continue the 
saving work of our Lord though His Church, for the benefit of our own souls as well as for the future 
generations that will follow, so that all may become members of His Kingdom, as He wills.   
 After His invitation to òCome and See,ó our Lord made a promise to His Disciples that also holds 
true for us:  Those who respond to His call without hesitation and follow Him as wise and faithful stewards 
òshall see greater things.ó (John 1:50)  Take the time to study the historical exhibit of St. John the Baptist 
Church, and you will see that we have experienced many great things already for the past fifty years.  May 
we follow the praiseworthy example of those who preceded us and respond faithfully, immediately and 
wholeheartedly as true stewards of Christ and His Church, and acting as worthy caretakers of His sacred 
inheritance may we witness and enjoy even greater blessings ð in our parish, our lives, and at the time of our 
Lordõs Return. 
 Love in Christ, 
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WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
Sundays:  8:45 am Orthros ~ 10:00 am Divine Liturgy  

Church School follows Holy Communion  

Sunday, November 1/5th Sunday of Luke/ 
Holy Unmercenaries Cosmas and Damianos 
Orthros:  Tone Four 
Resurrection Gospel (Orthros):  John 21:1-14 
Epistle:  1 Corinthians 12:27-31; 13:1-8 
Gospel:  Luke 16:19-31 
 
Sunday, November 8/7th Sunday of Luke/ 
Holy Archangels Michael and Gabriel 
Orthros:  Tone Five (First Plagal) 
Resurrection Gospel (Orthros):  John 21:14-25 
Epistle:  Hebrews 2:2-10 
Gospel:  Luke 8:41-56 
 
Monday, November 9/St. Nectarios of Pentapolis 
8:00 am  Orthros 
9:00 am  Divine Liturgy 
Epistle:  1 Thessalonians 1:1-5 
Gospel:  Luke 12:13-15, 22-31 
 
Friday, November 13/St. John Chrysostom 
8:00 am  Orthros 
9:00 am  Divine Liturgy 
Epistle:  Hebrews 7:26-28; 8:1-2 
Gospel:  John 10:9-16 
 
Sunday, November 15/8th Sunday of Luke/ 
St. Gourias and Confessors of Edessa 
Orthros:  Tone Six (Second Plagal) 
Resurrection Gospel:  Matthew 28:16-20 
Epistle:  Ephesians 2:4-10 
Gospel:  Luke 10:25-37 
 

Fast of the Nativity of Christ  
November 15-December 24 

Saturday, November 21/Entrance of the Theotokos 
into the Temple 
8:00 am  Orthros 
9:00 am  Divine Liturgy 
Epistle:  Hebrews 9:1-7 
Gospel:  Luke 8:38-42; 11:27-28 
 
Sunday, November 22/9th Sunday of Luke/ 
Holy Apostle Philemon of the 70 
Orthros:  Tone Seven (Grave) 
Resurrection Gospel (Orthros):  Mark 16:1-8 
Epistle:  Ephesians 2:14-22 
Gospel:  Luke 12:16-21 
 
Wednesday, November 25/Great Martyr Catherine/ 
Thanksgiving 
5:00 pm  Orthros 
6:00 pm  Divine Liturgy (please fast from 1:00 pm) 
Epistle:  Galatians 3:23-29; 4:1-5 
Gospel:  Mark 5:24-34 
Artoclasia (Blessing of Five Loaves) follows 
 
Sunday, November 29/13th Sunday of Luke/ 
Holy Martyrs Paranomos and Philoumenos 
Orthros:  Tone Eight (Fourth Plagal) 
Resurrection Gospel (Orthros):  Mark 16:9-20 
Epistle:  Ephesians 4:1-7 
Gospel:  Luke 18:18-27 
 
Monday, November 30/Holy Apostle Andrew 
8:00 am  Orthros 
9:00 am  Divine Liturgy 
Epistle:  1 Corinthians 4:9-16 
Gospel:  John 1:36-52 

 

Notice of Parish Assembly ~ Sunday, November 8 following Divine Liturgy 
  

AGENDA: 
 

¶ Call to Order/Opening Prayer 
¶ Election of Assembly Chair 
¶ Approval of Minutes 

¶ Stewardship Report/2010 Stewardship Drive 
¶ Financial Report  

¶ Greek Food Festival Report  
 

 
You must be a Steward in Good Standing for 2009 to participate and vote. 

¶ Approval of 2010 Budget 
¶ Election of Audit Committee 

¶ Elect Nominations/Election Committee 
¶ Nominations for Parish Council 2010-11 
¶ Other Business/For the Good of the Parish  

¶ Closing Prayer/Adjournment 
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SUNDAY SCHEDULE 
 

November 1  
Ushers:  Marina Adamy, George Kakavulias, William Carrico, Sam Koutsulis, George Bochanis, Pete Kypreos 

Fellowship:  Orthodox Family Fellowship  
 

November 8  
Ushers:  Angela Coutris, Peter Papas, Marina Adamy, Spiros Filios, Sam Koutsulis and Gary Waters    

Memorial: Amelia Cominos (40 days).  
Parish Assembly  

Fellowship:  Orthodox Family Fellowship  
 

November 15 
Ushers:  John Karas, George Nikols, William Carrico, Gary Waters, George Kakavulias and George Bochanis  

Fellowship:  Folk Dance Groups 
 

November 22  
Ushers:  William Carrico, Pete Kypreos, John Karas, George Bochanis, Spiros Filios and George Nikols 

Fellowship:  Philoptochos ~ Autumn Bake Sale  
 

November 29 
Ushers: Gary Waters, Sam Koutsulis, Peter Papas, Angela Coutris, Marina Adamy, and Pete Kypreos 

Fellowship:  Forerunners, the Seniors of St. John the Baptist  

  

 It was a joy for me to see our Church celebrate its 50th Anniversary!  The Golden 
Anniversary Weekend was a great success! I would like to thank His Eminence 
Metropolitan Gerasimos, Bishop Ilia Katre and Father James Adams for joining us in this 
special celebration.  Of course, a big òthank youó goes to Father John for his blessings    

and involvement.   
This great celebration would not have been possible without the very hard work of the Anniversary 

Committee; it turned out to be one of our best events!   And I offer another huge òthank youó to Andreas 
Economon for his efforts with the food ð it was truly like nothing we have had before.  
 Please mark your calendars for Sunday, November 8 following Divine Liturgy as we will have a Parish 
Assembly.  There are many key issues that we need everyoneõs attention and input.  

Peter Kypreos, Parish Council President  

Presidentõs 
Column 

Financial Status for Month of September2009 
 

   Beginning Balance       Internal Bank Transfers  Balances 
Bank Accounts  as of 8.31.09 Income  Expenses Transfers In Transfers Out as of 9.30.09  
General Operating  $3,004.89  $53,650.95 $56,524.89 $4,290.00    $130.95 
Building/Maintenance $11,426.24 $27,773.01        $39,199.25 
Community/Education Ctr $14,946.40 $7,650.00  $7,979.13     $2,000.00* $14,617.27 
*Transferred $2,000 from Community/Education Center acct. to Construction acct. to cover mortgage payments 
Construction (Loan Paymts) $(1,446.60) $7,200.00   $5,620.19  $7,200.00    $133.21 
Food Festival  $17,998.40 $710,769.88 $538,942.28    $5,200.00* $189,826.00 
*Transferred $5,200 from Festival acct. to Construction acct. to cover mortgage payments  
Icon Money Market $31,562.15 $1,710.09  $1,923.09       $31,349.15 
Library Checking  $26,056.36 $4.29           $26,060.65 
Construction Loan  $692,338.57             $690,740.83 
Revolving Line of Credit $72,832.98           $4,290.00 $77,122.98 
*Transferred $4,290 from Line of Credit to General Operating acct. to cover operating expenses  

 

Please join us for Thanksgiving Liturgy - Wednesday, November 26 at 6:00 pm 
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Hello, Ladies: 
  Welcome to another wonderful month in Philoptochos!  November is going to be 
a busy month for us, so get ready.  To begin, we have the Collection for the 
Patriarchate on Sunday, November 1.   Amalia Dominguez and Bernadette Anthony 

will be standing in the front of Church after service with baskets; proceeds will go to benefit the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate and its programs and charities.    

Also this month we start our Community Christmas Card sales.   Please see Andrea Takas or Vivi 
Baldwin if you are interested in supporting this year's card.  Bessie Stavropoulos has again graciously offered 
to oversee the production of this year's card:  it is always beautiful and a pleasure to receive in our mailbox.  

Our General Meeting will be held on Tuesday, November 10.   Our òhands-onó project for this 
meeting involves getting our decorations ready for our pastry tins.   On Saturday, November 14 at 8:00 am we 
will be òIn the Kitchen with Kiki.ó  We always need as many hands as possible to bake the Greek pastries 
for our tins, so please join us. Both of these events offer a great chance to pitch in and help; they provide also 
an opportunity for us to enjoy each other's company.   

Last but not least, we have the annual Autumn Bake Sale on Sunday, November 22.  Please help 
support this fundraiser by donating your homemade goods packaged to sell.   See Toni Pappas or Elizabeth 
Goddard for details.   

Thank you for your continued support and we hope to see you at some of our upcoming events!   
Sincerely, April Karalis and the Philoptochos Board  

Philoptochos 
News 

 

Ladies Philoptochos Society ~ Panagia Chapter 
 

Autumn Bake Sale 
 

Sunday, November 22  ~ After the Divine Liturgy 
 

Featuring excellent homemade cookies, pastries and cakes ~   
perfect for the Thanksgiving table. 

 

We invite you to contribute baked goods to our Bake Sale.   
This is just one of many fundraisers of  our  Chapter that benefits our charitable causes.   

Your support is much appreciated!    
 

For more information, please see Toni Pappas or Elizabeth Goddard 

 

COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS CARD  
 

2009 Christmas Card Submission Form 
 

Name & Phone or Email: ________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Print Your Name as you wish it to appear on the card (names only ~ no greeting, please): 
 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Donation: $20 per family ~ Deadline: Tuesday, December 1, 2009 
For assistance, see Andrea Takas or Vivi Baldwin.  Mail form & payment to Philoptochos c/o St. John Church 
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The Ladies Philoptochos Society of  

St. John the Baptist Greek Orthodox Church 

Proudly presents the  

27th Annual Greek Christmas Pastry Tin Sale  
 

 Two dozen delicious assorted Greek pastries lovingly baked and packaged  

by the Ladies of St. John  

in a beautifully decorated keepsake tin. 

Wonderful for hostess gifts, holiday parties or office gifts. 

Only $27.00  

 

 Need something smaller? 

Back by popular demand the mini box of Greek treats.  

Ten pieces of pastry for $12.00 

 

 Quantities are limited and sold by pre-order only. 

Sale starts October 25 and ends November 29, 2009. 

Send your check in today to guarantee your order.  

To:  The Ladies Philoptochos Society 

 5300 South El Camino Rd. 

 Las Vegas, NV  89118 
 

Name: _______________________________________________________________________ 

Business Name: _____________________________________________________________ 

Address: _____________________________________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip Code: _______________________________________________________   

Day Telephone: ______________________________________________  

Cell or Evening Telephone: ___________________________________ 

Email Address: _______________________________________________ 

    Number of Tins: __________ @ $27.00 = $ ___________ 

 Number of Mini boxes: _________ @ $12.00 = $ ___________ 

Free delivery of orders of $400 or more, $15 for all others = $ ___________ 

Check # _________________                          Order Total = $ ______________ 

                        

Your order will be ready for pick-up at St. John Church  

on Sunday, December 6, following Divine Liturgy  

 

Thank you for your order! 
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Our Community Registry  
 

Baptised into Christ: Na Mas Zisoun! 
 

Dionysios (Dustin) Loughton (Adult Baptism) on October 3, 2009.  Godparent:  Vasiliki Tzelalis.  
 

Chrismations:  
 

Maria (Noemi) Szalavari on October 14, 2009.  Sponsor:  Tamara Chomakos.  
 

Vasiliki (Willie) Howard on October 25, 2009.  Sponsor:  Angie Harrison. 
 

Marriage:  Na Zisete!  
 

Mark Seflin and Helen Vardakis on September 26, 2009.  Sponsor:  Angelo Vardakis. 
  

Peter Spathis and Katrina Younes on October 3, 2009.  Sponsor:  George Papadopoulos. 
 

George Peter Mulopulos and Jenny Lynn Arismendi on October 3, 2009.  Sponsor:  Cameron Eugenis. 
 

Michael P. Manoloudis and Kandi L. Ward on October 10, 2009.  Sponsor:  Thomas Zavitsanos. 
 

Hektor Karpontinis and Argie Giannetakis Pastis on October 24, 2009.  Sponsor:  Alex Chronopoulos. 
 

Fallen Asleep in the Lord:  Eternal Memory 
 

James  Guss Georgoulakis on September 20, 2009.  Funeral on September 24. 
 

Amelia Cominos on October 4, 2009.  Funeral on October 13.  

 
 
 
 

 
There will be a formal and more detailed presentation, on the results of the 2009 Greek Food Festival, 

at the Parish Assembly on Sunday, November 8.  However, we did want to provide the parish an overview 
of the results of our 2009 Food Festival. 

 

Here are some key facts related to the Food Festival: 
 

Attendance 22,102      Down 16.1% 
Revenues for four days of Festival $559,762   Down  8.4% 
Approx. Total Revenues $669,263*    Down  9.08% 
Approx. Net Revenues $214,658*    Down 0.44% 
 

Through a concerted effort to keep expenses in check during this year's Festival, your Food Festival 
Committee was able to reduce expenses by 12.66%.  This resulted in the community being able to generate a 
net profit fairly close to the one we had last year. 

 

* These numbers include accounts receivable (items for which we have not yet received payment)      
 as follows: 

 

Vendor Booth Sales    $   365 
Souvenir Magazine    $4,365 
Pending Donation    $1,504 
 

Your brother in Christ, John G. Karas, Chairman 
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St. John Greek Folk Dance Groups Proudly Present Our: 

 

3rd  Annual  
HOREPSE Glendi  

 
LIVE Music featuring a 4-piece Brass Band from Greece playing songs 

ÆÒÏÍ -ÁÃÅÄÏÎÉÁȟ 4ÈÒÁÃÅȟ )ÐÉÒÏÓ Ǫ ÍÏÒÅȣ 
 

Georgios Deliolanis ɀ horns 
Georgios Ntavliakos ɀ gaida, kaval, accordion 

Tasoula Kosmidou ɀ ntaouli, flute, gaida 
Ioannis Mavros ɀ clarinet 

 

Saturday, November 21, 2009 
St. John the Baptist Greek Orthodox Church - Panos Hall 

Eat & Drink  7 pm 
Live Music & Dancing  8 pm 

 
Adults $40 

Children $20 
Tables available $600 

 
)Ô ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÁÎ ÅÖÅÎÉÎÇ ÙÏÕ ×ÏÎȭÔ ×ÁÎÔ ÔÏ ÍÉÓÓȦ 

 
TICKETS ON SALE NOW 

NO TICKETS WILL BE SOLD AT THE DOOR 
Questions, please contact Bessie Stavropoulos at (702) 362-7327 
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THE 50TH ANNIVERSARY             OUR GOLDEN HERITAGE 
 

 

Sincere thanks to the multitudes who joyously participated in the historical 
events of the weekend of October 16, 17 and 18, 2009, as listed below: 
 

Friday, October 16, 2009     
 

¶ HISTORICAL LECTURES IN THE CHURCH 
 Greek Orthodoxy ð Fr. John Hondros 
 Byzantine Architecture ð Christ Kamages, Architect of St. John Church 
 Iconography ð Bishop Ilia Katre 
 

¶ COCKTAILS AND MEZETHES 

¶ PICTORIAL CHRONOLOGICAL HISTORY OF ST. JOHN 

¶ WORLD ODYSSEY EXHIBIT 
  

Saturday, October 17, 2009   
 

¶ GREAT VESPERS AND ARTOCLASIA 

¶ COCKTAILS 

¶ GREEK VILLAGE FEAST AND DANCING TO THE OLYMPIANS 
 

Sunday, October 18, 2009  
 

¶ HIERARCHICAL DIVINE LITURGY AND MEMORIAL SERVICE 

¶ PRESENTATION OF THE MEDAL OF ST. PAUL TO HELEN TSOURAS 

¶ CHAMPAGNE BRUNCH 
 

Many of our parishioners helped to make this weekend a success through their 
fund-raising efforts and generous personal donations of time, talents and 
treasures.  We offer our deepest gratitude to all of you, and also our sincere 
apologies to those of you whose names may have been inadvertently omitted from 
the donor page of the Saturday Program.   
 

Please continue to enjoy the PICTORIAL CHRONOLOGICAL HISTORY OF ST. 
JOHN and THE WORLD ODYSSEY EXHIBIT, which will remain in place in 
Kokkos and Panos Halls through the month of November, and the PERMANENT 
HISTORY WALL in the hallway of the Community and Education Center. 
 

Rena Kalkas, Chairman, 50th Anniversary Committee 
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HELEN TSOURAS 
 

The Medal of  St. Paul 
 

Sunday, October 18, 2009 

  Although the parish of St. John the Baptist, Las Vegas, was established in 1959, Helen 
Tsouras played an active role in the Greek Orthodox community during its formative years and 
five decades later remains a familiar figure in our Church family.  She was a founding member of 
the Panagia Chapter of the Philoptochos Society in the 1950õs, and throughout the past 50 years 
she has remained active in Philoptochos, many times serving as a Board Member. 

 

  Through the Ladies Philoptochos Society, Helen and her fellow founding members were the 
impetus, with the grace of God, which eventually created St. John the Baptist parish in Las 
Vegas.  Helenõs commitment and talents were well-recognized in the new community, and she 
was elected as a member of the first Parish Council when the Church received its Charter from 
the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese March 1, 1959. 

 

  Throughout the years, Helen has remained active in every area of parish life:  together with 
her fellow Philoptochos members, she organized countless fundraising parties and charity events 
to help sustain the parish and allow for its growth; as a fabulous cook, she prepared many meals 
for parish events; she was linked to the Greek Pastry Booth and Kaffenion from the time the St. 
John Food Festival started 37 years ago; and she prepared and dyed the red eggs for Pascha year 
after year. 

 

  Of major importance to Helen was guiding her two children, Peter and Lynn, in their faith, 
by involving them in the youth ministries of the Church; and her son was one of the original 
Altar Boys for our first assigned priest, Father James Adams (who has remained a good family 
friend).  While active at a social and service level, Helen has made it a priority to continue 
growing spiritually, faithfully worshiping at Sunday Divine Liturgy; and attending the weekly 
Adult Study very until recently, when her ability to participate was curbed by  health issues. 

  

  As a wife, mother, aunt, friend and sister-in-Christ, Helen is the icon of a faithful Greek 
Orthodox Christian.  Her kind demeanor, commendable service, admirable integrity, and 
obvious great love for her Faith, her priests and her spiritual home are all testimony to Helenõs 
worthiness as a recipient of the Medal of St. Paul.  In honoring Helen, we simultaneously offer 
our gratitude to God for our founders who paved the way to the many blessings all of us enjoy 
today at St. John the Baptist Church. 

THE MEDAL OF ST. PAU L was established by His Eminence 
Archbishop Iakovos to recognize and honor outstanding laypersons 
whose service and example in parish life distinguish them as Greek 
Orthodox Faithful.  The Medal of St. Paul is awarded by the Metropolis  
Hierarch and represents the highest honor given to laypersons by the 
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of North and South America.  
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Youth Ministries  
 

Church School 
 

Hi Everyone!  Thank you to all the parents that have enrolled their children.  We have about 141 
children in our Church School program, which is a few more than last year.  Praise God!  Please check out our 
bulletin boards to see what your child is doing in class. 

We are starting to work on our Christmas Pageant this month.  Please save the date of Sunday, 
December 20 ð when our children will perform in the Pageant.  Our Pageant Rehearsal and Youth Ministry 
Party will be on Saturday, December 19.  We will practice from 11:00 am-1:00 pm, and our party will be 1:00-
3:00 pm.  We are changing the format this year to make it easier for parents and students.  The luncheon will 
be fast-appropriate and sponsored and prepared by the Church ð all we are asking of the parents is to please 
bring a potluck dessert.   

Our Youth Ministry program will be collecting for our annual Advent Project.  We will be putting 
together care packages for our Las Vegas Homeless Shelter.  Each class will have a different item to bring: 

 

Pre-K:  Toothpaste     
Kindergarten:  Toothbrushes 
1st Grade:  Baby wipes and individual packages of cookies 
2nd/3rd Grade:  Soap and individual packaged peanut butter/cheese crackers 
4th/5th Grade:  Gloves and individual packaged trail mix 
Middle School:  Beanies and Socks 
High School:  Cases of Bottled Water and Sliced Bread (please bring this closer to our packaging date) 
 

We would like to make 300 bags.   You can bring these any time to your childõs teacher. 
On Sunday, November 29 there will be no class; it will be Family Worship  Sunday.  Please call or      

e-mail me if you have any questions or concerns. 
Eileen Koutsulis, Church School Director, (702) 521-6516 or vivaleenie@cox.net 

 

Orthodox Family Fellowship  
 
  Orthodox Family Fellowship (OFF) will again this year collect items to be given to the homeless. 
Items needed are blankets, socks, gloves, beanies (hats), toothbrushes, toothpaste, soap, baby wipes and 
bottled water.   Most all the items can be purchased from the Dollar Store, except the blankets.  Last year we 
were able to hand out 270 gift bags, which also included a sack lunch.  Our goal for this year is 300 gift bags.   

We know times are extremely difficult for us all, but Christ calls upon us to look deep into our hearts 
and help those less fortunate.  Since this is a great opportunity to teach our children the importance of giving, 
we are asking Church School children to participate in this project; please see the 
column above regarding items that should be given to your childõs teacher. 

We also welcome parish members at large to help us out:  Please contribute 
your items in the brightly-decorated trash bin by the Church Office beginning 
November 1, or call Tami at (702) 491-2713 for pick-up.  

In Christõs Service, Michael and Tami Stefanatos  

 

HOPE and JOY  
 

Please join us in Kokkos Hall on Sunday, November 15 at 12:15 pm for an afternoon of fun and games.   
We will have everything from Chutes and Ladders to Checkers, or you can bring your favorite games from 
home to share!  Refreshments will be served.  Get your head in the game!  

Your HOPE and JOY Advisors, Sharon Katsaros and Jenn Orlando   


