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Behol d, | send My messenger before Your

Volume Tssu® St. John the Baptist Greek Orthodox Church, Las October 2009

Beloved in Christ:
From Even though the computer in my head has its memory lapses since | turned 50 last year
Fatherlt here is one saying regar diAgedsrefativivhgnt pat ot e
John |hil I, y 0 u Sopfar,d &m admittedigphark €God@ in excellent health, but still, as |
approach my Silyear of existence | am cognizant that | have definitely passed the raigelle

mark, and in addition to occasional forgetfulness, | am picking up speed with regard to aches and pains
graying, wrinkles, pounds, hearing and -syght lossd and the race to the grave!

In the same vein, when it comes to anniversaries, mindful of our human fragility, we should all realize
that it is only by the grace of God that we have lived or existed long enough to celebrate the higher numbe
that each passing year presents. While this is true for birthdays, marriages, professions, businesse
(including hotels and casinos), countries, cities and monuments, a Church Annivépsaticularly that of
an Orthodox Christian Churct® must be viewed in a very different light. Many Orthodox will proudly
proclaim that our Church is 2,000 yeawkl, dating back to Pentecost Sunday in 33 AD, yet this is only
partially true. Even as Pentecost marks the date when the Apostles were empowered by the Holy Spirit tc
bring all nations to the Truth of Jesus Christ, the early Fathers agree regarding the age of the Church the
oshe was <created before all t hi ngs; t herefore
formed. 6 (The Shepherd of Her mas, Vi sion Two)

Understanding that the Church is not just a physical, but a spiritual commuhiy icon of the
heavenly Kingdom, and the means through which we join the saints and angels in glorifyidgv&ouust
have a deeper appreciation of what thd" Zhniversary means for all of us who are members, past and
present, of St. John the Baptist Greek Orthodox Church. While we can definitely affirm that our parish was
established in Las Vegas in March 1959, the date we received our Charter from the Greek Orthodo
Archdiocese, those who are still around or who have done the research know that the formation of this
community started years before, when a handful of faithful people were led by a love for their Faith to com
together as Greek Orthodox Christians. This is how the Holy Spirit works: in ways pass human
understanding and even in the least likely places (like the middle of the Mojave Desert), the soul is move
with the desire to know Christ, to grow in Him, to gather with others in His Name and to nurture and pass
this love for Him to future generations.

The Golden Anniversary of St. John the Baptist Greek Orthodox Church should by all means be ¢
celebration of our existence for 50 years and the acknowledgement of all our accomplishments over the pa
five decades. But, as Greek Orthodox Christians, we must be aware that this Anniversary means so mu
more: our weHestablished presence in this city and our spiritual participation in the life of our Church are
proof that the Holy Spirit has been at work and continues to touch new souls in Las Vegas and throughout
the world. In honoring the past, we must always remember that we are part of the larger, ancient, Apostolic
Churchd that has its roots even before the world was formed. Looking to the future, we should be mindful
that, as the local parish of the larger Holy Church of Christ, our goal with every worship service,
sacramental celebration and parish ministry is ultimately the salvation of our souls and eternal participation
in the Kingdom of God.

May Christ our God, Who has blessed our parish abundantly feul&® years, always preserve us,
renew us, unite us, sanctify us and direct us until that Day when we join Him eternally in His Kingdom!

Love in Christ, T YJ/\
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WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Sundays: &5am Orthros ~ 100am Divine Liturgy
Church School follows Holy Communion

Sunday, October 42nd Sunaday of Luke/ Tuesday, October 205t. Gerasimos of Cephalonia
St. Hierotheos of Athens 8:00 am Orthros

Orthros: Tone Eight (Fourth Plagal) 9:00 am Divine Liturgy

Resurrection Gospel (Orthros): Luke 24:38 Epistle: Philippians 2:1%3

Epistle: 2 Corinthians 6:118; 7:1 Gospel: Luke 9:237

Gospel: Luke 6:36

National Church Music Sunday ~ Friday, October 23/Holy Apostle lakovos (James)

9:00 am Divine Liturgy of St. lakovos

Honoring Estella Bakalas, Organist Epistle: Galatians 1:19
Sunday, October 1Holy Fathers of 7th Synoad/ ~ Gospel: Matthew 13:588
Holy '4/7_05”6' Philip the Deacon Sunday, October 256th Sunday of Luke/
Orthros: Tone One St. Tabitha the Merciful
Resurrection Gospel (Orthros): John 201 Orthros: Tone Three
Epistle: Titus 3:85 Resurrection Gospel (Orthros): John 20319
Gospel: Luke 8:55 Epistle: Galatians 1:19
Saturday, October 17 Gospel: Luke 8:239
5.00 pm Great Vespers and Artoclasia Monday, October 26/Great Martyr Demetrios
with His Eminence Metropolitan Gerasimos 8:00 am Orthros
Sunday, October 18rd Sunday of Luke/Holy 9:00 am Divine Liturgy
Apostle and Evangelist L uke EP'S“ei_ 2 Tlmoth.y 210
Hierarchical Liturgy with Metropolitan Gerasimos CGOSPel: John 15:27; 16:2
(F\))rthros:'_I'on(E;TwolJh291131 oChildren, have peac
esurrection Gospel: John do not think oursel
Epistle: Colossians 4F5L, 148 ~St. G . y
Gospel: Luke 10:P4 - Gerasimos
SUNDAY SCHEDULE

October 4
Ushers: George Nikols, Gary Waters, John Karas, Angela Coutris, Peter Papas and Pete Kypr
Memorial: George Tsouras (40 days); John Gianakopoulos (40 days); Susanna Tringas (40 daj
Choir Members who have fallen asleep in the Lord
Fellowship: Folk Dance Group

October 11
Ushers: Marina Adamy, Spiros Filios, William Carrico, Sam Koutsulis, George Kakavulias and Georgg
Memorial: Pat ri ci a OPatsyd Molina (1 year)
Fellowship: Philoptochos
October 18

Ushers: Entire Parish Councll
Memorial: All Parish Members who have fallen asleep in the Lord
Fellowship: 50th Anniversary Brunch ~ Reservations Only

October 25
Ushers: William Carrico, Sam Koutsulis, George Kakavulias, George Nikols, Spiros Filios and Marina
Fellowship: OXI Day Luncheon
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Presi ¢ % like to thank everyone for their involvement in thé"3¥nhnual Greek
Food Festlva All your hard work in the preceding months really paid off; thank you for

Column sharing your time and talents with your Church and Las Vegas Community!

Now we are looking ahead to the "'5@nniversary Celebration of St. John the

Baptist, in which our parish will celebrate an exciting and important milestone. The-ttagevent will take

place the weekend adctober 160 18 We will honor and remember our past while looking forward to our

future. | really look forward to seeing our entire community at this memorable event.

Peter Kypreos, Parish Council President

Financial Status for Month of August 2009

Beginning Balance Internal Bank Transfers Balances
Bank Accounts as of 7.31.09 Income Expenses Transfers In Transfers Out as of 8.31.09
General Operating $9,186.86 $45,584.11 $51,766.08 $3,004.89
Building/Maintenance $10,324.37 $1,201.87 $100.00 $11,426.24
Community/Education Ctr $12,421.75 $3,483.11 $958.46 $14,946.40
Construction (Loan Paymts$4,124.78 $5,571.38 ($1,446.60)
Food Festival $11,608.35 $14,295.00 $7,904.95 $17,998.40
Icon Money Market $26,605.95 $4,996.70 $40.50 $31,562.15
Library Checking $26,051.93 $4.43 $26,056.36
Construction Loan $693,928.10 $692,338.57
Revolving Line of Credit  $72,832.98 $72,832.98

Our Community Registry

Baptised into Christ: Na Mas Zisoun!

Maria, daughter of loannis and Marsha Papagiannopulos, on August 30, 2009.
Godparent: Eleftherios Zarpas.

Dameon, son of Milissa Nikitas, on September 12, 2009.
Godparents: Voula Balason and Dennis Gotsopoulos

Chrismation.
Gabriel (Gordon) Abernathy on August 28, 2009. Godparent: Anna Mallas
Marriage: Na Zisete!

Petros Karalias and Constance Maragos on July 8, 2009
at Agios Nikolaos, Annavissos, Greece.

loannis Papagiannopulos and Marsha Zarpas on August 29, 2009. Sponsor: Eleftherios Zarpgs.

Gordon Abernathy and Akaterine Boulamatsis on August 29, 2009.
Sponsor: Anna Mallas.

George Sousou and Alise Boghos on September 5, 2009. Sponsor: Emile Sakkab.

Chris Karantinos and Fotene Gennatos on September 6, 2009. Sponsor: Periklis Antonopoulgs.

Fallen Asleep in the Lord: Eternal Memory
George P. Tsouras on August 26, 2009. Funeral on August 31.
John G. Gianakopoulos on August 26, 2009. Funeral on September 2.
Susanna Tringas on August 29, 2009. Funeral on September 4.




The Desert Messenger

Philoptochos
News

this year.

grateful to receive their bags. Thank you also to all
ladies who participated in the Fellowship for Holy Cross on Septembert
Your efforts are appreciated very much.

We will be hosting theFellowship on Sunday, October 1Please
contact Diane Weismaat (702) 59555550r Geri Kypreos at (702) 458666
for future involvement. We will be having our neBoard Meeting on
Tuesday, October &énd our nextGeneral Meeting on Tuesday, October 13
both at 7:00 pm. Please join us to discuss all our upcoming events!
need a Philoptochos Calendar, they are available at the Church Office.

Yours in Christ, April Karalis and the Philoptochos Board
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Save the Date to Order Your Holiday Pastry Tins:

On Sunday, November ,1the Ladies Philoptochos Society vyﬁl
w. begln taking orders for the Annual Christmas Pastry Sélelimited

o B P S L L,
&0 3 #0 3 #0 3

* number of these fabulous Holiday Tins and small boxes will be mad% gnd

ﬁ you will want to be the first to place your order. Start making y@u

« Christmas Gift List today! «

“: This year the Holiday Tin will be a way to share your Gl"ée
¢ traditions  with your friends, ceworkers, business clients, m

«“ teachers.The large tin will have 24 pieces of assorted Greek pastr|e§ for

“ = $27, and the small boxes will have 10 pieces of assorted Greekﬂ@a
« for $12.

q\\

For more information, please contaBernadette Anthony at

i (702) 254-5920 or emailgreekpastrieslv@live.com ,‘@
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.I) Notes from the Loft
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Music Sunday. OnSwunday, October 4 we will acknowledge the
contributions of our Church musician® clergy, choir directors, choir
members, youth choir members, chanters and organists.

This year our parish will acknowledge not only the above musicia

The first Sunday after the feast of St. Romanos the Melo

September turned out to be a very busy morjth
Our "hands on" project to benefit the childfe@REEK ORTHODOX CHURCH
at UMC was a great success; the children were trgily

[
(October 1) is designated by the Archdiocese as National Chlflch

ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST

5300S. El Camino Rd.
he Las Vegas, NV 89118

13. Rev. Father John Hondros

Karen Rawlinson
Administrative Assistant

Maria Kakavulias
Business Administrator

Janice Leavitt
Facilities and Catering Manager

f you
Office Hours
Monday- Friday
9:00am- 5:00 pm

Telephone{702) 2218245
FAX: (702) 2219167
E-mail:
frjohn@vegasgreekorthodox.corll

Website: vegasgreekorthodox.co
Parish Council: Peter Kypreos
Philoptochos: April Karalis

Choir: Faye Brown

Chanters/Youth Choair:
Presvytera Maria Hondros

Church School:
Eileen Koutsulis

re

Altar Servers:

Stry Sam Koutsulis

Stewardship Committee:
John Karas

Hellenic Historical Society:
Nitsa Filios
Senior GOYA:
Effie Lekar and Eileen Koutsulis

Junior GOYA:
Tami Stefanatos
Tammy Chomakos

HOPE and JOY:
Jennifer Orlando
Sharon Katsaros

ist

Orthodox Family Fellowship:
1S, Michael and Tami Stefanatos

lella

but also the dedication and commitment of our organist of 19 years, ES

Bakalas. Estella began playing the organ at the Church on Carson Avenue in

1990, and has devotedly and faithfully continued offering her talents
Sunday. Recently, because of her health, she has been unable to pl
organ for the Choir.

We thank, honor, and love Estella for her commitment, diligence gnd

devotion to St. John the Baptist.

Prayers for our departed Choir members will be offered on Chujch

Music Sunday. They are Ann Dillon, Anne Fleigh, Dayle Plentzas, Lo

Manos, Lilly Fulton,

Mavrantonis and Andrew Barngrover.
Faye Brown, Choir Director

Sophia Kyrias, Lula Katre, Sam Markou, Tgla

Youth Ministries:
Eileen Koutsulis

Cbrthodox Connection Las Vegas|
y the Angela Coutris

Forerunners:
Ruth Plentzas

Greek Folk Dance:
Tina Liaos, Chair
Bessie Stavropoulos, Director

ikia Orthodox Bookstore:
Costa Frangakis

50th Anniversary Celebration:
Rena Kalkas



mailto:greekpastrieslv@live.com

The Desert Messenger

Forerunners ~ l[@ ===
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The Seniors of St. John the Baptist
OXI DAY

We held our fall kickoff on September 29, and renewed cﬁ
friendships after being away all summer. Thanks to all of our mem Please join the
who volunteered for the Food Festival . . . your help is invaluable! E AHEPA Family
hope that our members will support the events scheduled for oflr ! for our annual
Anniversary Celebration as well. E OX| DAY
We will continue to support the Nevada Partnership for Homele i
Youth with our monthly donations. The organization sends their tharllﬁ Celebration on
and appreciation for all the school supplies that we donated in Jy Sunday, October
Thanks to our parishioners for supporting us at our monthly cof lﬁ after Liturgy.
Fellowships after Divine Liturgy; this money goes to providing mulﬁ For $15 you will
needed supplies for homeless teens. =1l enjoy delicious
Please note that our monthly meetings will be held in Panos F[E Greek cuisine
on the 3 Tuesday of the month beginning at 11:30 am. Our format wi !
lunch, door prizes, raffle and some type of entertainment. We will cha lﬁ Greek dancing, |l
$8 per person for paid members and $10 for others. This amount w speeches about t
the same for each month. If you have any suggestions that would a-ﬁ-) meaning of this ]

our gettogethers, please let me or one of the board members know. E historical event an]ﬁ
It is not too early to think about Christmas! We will be doing o] great fellowship. o]

special collection of personal care items for the homeless teens agai 5
year; please keep that in mind as you see a bargain while yo Ee HOpetrfngee you g
]

shopping. E
Till then, be well.Ruth Plentzas (702) 2210989 "@ [@ [@ [@

Our next meeting will beDctober 206 Oktoberfest!
Orthodox Bookstore

50

55|55 E|EE

Hello from the Bookstore!

The Orthodox Church is the place here on Earth that we come together to worship the living God. As
with all things that the Lord Himself touches, the Church reflects the beautiful presence of God herd amon
us. He is present in the architecture, the iconography, the incense, the chanting, the prayers, and |s alive
Hi s saints. When we come to Church, we expelrie
also a little Church for us and our families. The Bookstore of an Orthodox Church makes available o all th
beautiful treasures of our Church that we can take home and help transform our environment awpy fron
Church.

Please come and see the many items our Bookstore offers, and take part of the Church homg with y:
Pl ace some of these treasures around your home a
for you. We all have a relationship with our God. His love for us is constant and unlimited. We are ¢alled t
return the love that He gives us so generously, and when we do . . . guess what? He gives us even rhore |0

This month, check out a delightful movie callBge Monastery, Mr. Vig and thehiimtells the stor
of a man who wants to donate some land to build a Russian Orthodox monastery in Denmark.

Until next month, God willing ~ ICXC NIKA, Costa Frangakis, Director

G Six Classes on the Orthodox Faith 7 Fc!

ey Continuing each Wednesday in October, at 7:00 pm ~ Fr. John, Instruc| =i
~ Forinquirers, catechumens and Orthodox Christians, who want to know more anout[the an
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GREER FODDSFESTIVAL

With the support of so many in our community members, we have successfully completed qur 37tk

Annual Las Vegas Greek Food Festival. The Lord blessed us with wonderful weather and an excite
smaller crowd of 22,102, all of whom enjoyed themselves. In the coming weeks, once the financial d

d, thou
btails h

been reviewed, a report will be submitted to the community. Additionally, we will have a presentation at the

November Parish Assembly detailing many aspects of this year's Festival.
We all know that without the support and hard work of our community, the Greek Food Fe

Stival

could not succeed. While it is impossible and risky to try and name everyone who donated of their time
talents and treasures, | must recognize five very key people for their outstanding support, fellowghip an

teamwork. Without their efforts over many months, the Festival would not have been able to
smoothly as it actually did. | will forever be grateful to them for their love and encouragement. The
members of the 37th Annual Las Vegas Greek Food Festival Core Committee were:

Marina Adamy William Carrico

Chris Kourafas George Nikols

Peter Papas

run as
five ke

Lastly, it is also important that | recognize Janice Leavitt for her tireless efforts, long hoyrs and

assistance in the coordination of many compl e
Your brother in Christ, John G. Karas, Chairman

Adopt-a-Booth

We acknowledge and thank those who contributed to the Adafgooth Program or made genera
donations in support of ouB7th Annual Las Vegas Greek Foad Festival

William & Marilyn Flangas Koulouria

Mack & Kalliopee Malpee Baklava

David & Sevbestine Millar Lemons

Timothy & Marling Capadalis VITA MIX Blender
Marina Adamy Website Domain
Ted Maniatakos General Donation
Maria Maniatakos General Donation
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